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Starting Over: Life After the %1an

Aviva Freudenstein

AT THE CLOSE OF THE STORY OF THE %1an, God commanded m, his
sons, and all the animals (™:n mwXI3) "vINA DY 137 19D YIKI WIWY — tO
multiply and repopulate the empty world. Following this command, one
would expect to hear of ny’s fulfillment of the commandment to engage in
the rebuilding of the world. Instead, the nin describes a cryptic episode
(>-m:v) involving My planting a vineyard and the sequence of events that
occurred immediately thereafter. Why is this story relevant here? One would
expect the 1mn to commence immediately with v p1oo: My w3 MTHN AOKY
"51200 NN 03 0> 175 non on ow which appears to be the natural next step
in the history of the world. What is the message of the story of the vineyard?
Why is it told here? How does it fit into its context?

Before it is possible to understand the placement of the story in its
context and its meaning, one must understand exactly what is taking place.
What is the nature of ny's action — what are his motivations? What do
these motivations reveal about ny’s personality? Is ny’s action positive or nega-
tive? What is the nature of his sons’ actions? Why does ny choose the spe-
cific responses that he does? The owaop each try to explain the story in a
different way, but the various approaches can be grouped into two main
categories: either they view ny’s actions as reprehensible or not. Notable
among the commentaries are the approaches of »w7 and yan1.

yan~’s approach remains close to the vwo (1,5,m:v yan7). He avoids
adding any details not specifically expressed in the wpos. The wpood do not
portray My in a negative fashion nor express any negativity towards his ac-
tions. In fact, when reading the mpoo, ny appears to be harmlessly planting
in the empty world. y7an7 sees no reason then to change that view. Why
then does the p1oo preface ny’s actions with the word ">n», for ny was not the
first person to plant grapes? The explanation is in the word »01>”. ny was the
first to plant a whole vineyard, not just a few grapes, so they could be used to
make wine. Just as one is named after or ascribed to the city that he inhab-
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its, ny is called an "np7xn wx since he lived in the land and there were no
cities (BDB, page 36,a).

According to yan7, then, it happened that n), an inhabitor of the
land, began a new type of agricultural development. Tragically, as a result of
his making wine, ny became drunk, naked, and ultimately embarrassed by
his son, teaching that even a "mpn p1y”, who merited to be the only man
saved from the ,an, can be led to ">n5r by wine. on sees his father in this
undignified state and instead of acting in a respectful manner, he only suc-
ceeds in further embarrassing his father by publicly humiliating him. The
p1oo emphasizes that on tells his brothers who are yin3”, which owan trans-
lates as "kpw3”, in the public market place. In contrast to on, ow and no
honor their father and cover him.

When ny wakes up and discovers that on, his youngest son ¢ K13 ,17307),
tried to publicly humiliate him, he reacts accordingly. There are two stages
to ny’s cursing and blessing his sons: in 15-1> oo, he curses on and blesses
ow with the same circumstance — but for on it is negative and for ow it is
positive. on is cursed that he will be a servant to the world, as opposed to ow
who is blessed that he will be a servant to . In 15 moo, ny repeats his curse to
o, blesses no» with “expanded boundaries”, and ow by the presence of the
m»ow in his midst. The reason why it is repeatedly stated that on is the father
of 115 is because My curses 12 for on’s action. M wanted to guarantee that
the curse would take effect and would be passed down to the next genera-
tion. Should m have cursed on and not his child, if on had no more children,
the curse would not have been actualized. Since a curse only applies to the
person to whom it is given and on’s son 1v)> was not considered part of on
because he was already born and physically separate from on, the curse did
not apply to 3. If on had no more children, the curse, therefore, would not
have been passed to subsequent generations. Since up to this point the nn
has only spoken of 132, it is logical to assume that he was the only child
already born to on. Thus, m) curses 130 to ensure that at least one of on’s
children will bear his curse. (As a result of the curse 1> is lower in status
than all his brothers. Therefore, even though he is the eldest son, he is
listed last.)

In addition, the nmn wants to specifically point out that this curse of
slavery was put on 13> and that he will serve the sons of ow. This is because
according to the yan7, this story, along with all the stories in the first part of
K13 790 until on13K, has one purpose: to explain the acquiring of land
and losing of land by nations (x:x mwx13,17a07). Therefore, part of 5k »2’s
defense as to why they have a right to their land is the fact that 13> is
subservient to them and all the acquisitions of a servant belong to his mas-
ter. This helps to explain the placing of this episode right after the story
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of the man. After the world was destroyed and then recreated, 15 would
claim complete ownership of lands that they developed and settled. At
the very outset, the nmin provides defense for Yk 13, even before their
identity as a nation develops, on their rights to k7w yIx. Right at this
juncture, after the destruction of the world because of corruption, the
AN wants to warn against the immorality of wine and ease of succumb-
ing to indulgences. Giving in to temptation and overindulging in wine
can even lower a p7y. The story of ny’s vineyard experience provides
that lesson.

As aresult of yan7’s aversion to adding details to the story that are not
stated in the op1D, many questions remain. Among them are: 1. Why does
the story start and end with a re-listing of ny’s children, even though they
were listed before the %13n? (This can be answered by explaining that the
beginning list is an introduction to the main characters of the upcoming
story. The list at the end is a connection between the curses and blessings of
the sons and their specific genealogies which result therefrom.) 2. Why did
m specifically plant a grapevine? 3. Why are there so many details in 25 P10,
regarding the actions of no and ow? 4. Why does ow receive two m>13 and
on two curses? Or, if they are identical, why are they repeated? (This may be
answered by saying that the first time is to highlight the contrast between
op and on and the second time all three are listed as a summary.) 5. [s there
AT 702 NTY in My’s mo13? If not, why does he choose these particular m>12a?
6. If ny’s overindulging in wine until the point of drunkenness is negative,
why is there no critical reaction by 'n? 7. Why was ny only concerned that
on’s punishment be carried down to the next generation, and not that the
m>13 would be? (Perhaps the other sons of m had no children of their own
yet, so M had no choice. This is logical to assume since the nmn does not
speak of any.)

As opposed to 1207, »w1 uses various w170 to fill in the details of the
story. »©7 is struggling with the apparent contradiction that if ny was really
a p7y and merited being saved from the "Man, why are 5x7w 13 not de-
scended directly from him? Additionally, why does the nmin not speak now
of 5k »2’s beginning, when the acceptance of 'n and His reign over the
world should be complete after a revelation like the »1an? This is particu-
larly troublesome to »w1 since according to »w1, (k:X 1wK13) the whole pur-
pose of the nn is only as a book of myp, and therefore any other story told,
including the story of creation, must have a particular reason for being in-
cluded before »3 receive the myn. By projecting ny’s actions and the whole
episode in a negative light, it becomes evident why 'n1 would not want the
Jewish nation to develop from such a character.

The nw1o opens with a list of characters. Since the nin has not yet
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mentioned the birth of 15, the nmn tells who he is since he has a part in
story. w7 explains (2% n37 wwk3) that when describing ny’s actions, the
nmn specifically uses the verb "> because it has a double connotation; not
only can it mean “to begin” from the root .5.n.’, but can also mean “profane”
from the root .5.5.n. The poo is foreshadowing what ny’s spiritual status will
be as a consequence of his actions. (w1 uses a similar translation of this
verb in 12:7 nwx13) How did ny make himself profane? By planting a vine-
yard (second half of the mod) since he should have started planting a differ-
ent vegetation first. As a result of the wine, ny gets drunk and becomes
uncovered in his tent. (There is a 722012 " in the ppo: it is written >IN
but read 751K, "7, quoting the 1w k;rn, explains that the p1oo is alluding
to the ten tribes who are called "n>nx” in Sxpmv. In the future, they too
would go into n) [the same root as "5n’] because of wine (:} D). Not
only is this episode negative in itself, but it hints to negative parts of future
Jewish history.)

w0 sees My and tells his father on, which is why on is described as
1w0’s father when doing this deed, and why j1vy5 is later cursed. Accord-
ing to .» 17D, BN not only told his brothers about their father’s nakedness
but he also castrated him. This added detail has a technical basis in the
opoo: later, when ny awakens, the p1po says 1P HI 1 WY WK NK VTV,
implying that an action must have been done. Since the poo does not de-
scribe any action of on’s against ny, 5in expound, based on the history of the
situation, what must have happened. As the only inhabitants of the world,
on knew that he and his brothers would divide the whole world between
them as their inheritance. on realized that his father intended to have an
additional child. He drew a parallel between his life and yp and ban. If pp
and 531, who were only two brothers, fought over the inheritance of this
world, it would be harder with three brothers and even more so with a fourth.
So on took the opportunity while his father was naked and drunk in his tent
to prevent him from having a fourth son.

When ny awakens, he curses specifically jv15 for this action of on. Since
on wanted to prevent M) from having a fourth son, he curses on’s fourth son
(2 mwK13). Moreover, he is the one who told on that ny was vulnerable.
(According to 1: n31 mwKra3, no and ow’s children also received rewards
parallel to their actions towards their father. Since they performed an
act of covering, ow merited the "myy S nbY” which covers the body and
no merited burial, also an act of covering.) In general, there is 705 nTp
nTo inny’s reaction to his sons’ actions. on was afraid of the struggle over
the division of this world between himself and his brothers, so m per-
forms this division for them. on, as a punishment, receives the role of
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the slave, ow acquires the spiritual realm, and no earns the physical com-
forts of this world.

By the nmn’s relating this story of ny (as opposed to any other narra-
tive), one can understand why the development of bx7%» »a could not be
from m and why the world was not yet ready for bx7w »3 to come into
existence. Also, one can clearly see the source of many of the characteris-
tics of the different nations and the process of their development. »w1 tries
to extract from every point a symbol, trait, or blessing which the future
generations acquired similar to these main prototypes.

Just as the yan7’s approach of not adding in details left many unan-
swered questions, so too »p7’s approach of filling in the details leaves a
number of unanswered questions. Among these are: 1. Conceptually, how
can the p7171 add in details if they are not found in the oo at all? 2. ny is
condemned for having planted a vineyard before other fruit, but we are not
told which fruit he should have planted first. 3. If all ny’s actions are worthy
of condemnation, why do we hear of no critical reaction from 'n? 4. Why is
slavery on’s specific punishment for castrating his father? Perhaps it can be
explained that when one physically wounds someone, he believes he has
control and power over them to hurt them, as opposed to a slave who is
under the power and control of others. 5. How are the m>13 of ow and no»
related to their 701 to their father?

Aside from reviewing the approaches of »v1 and 1207, there are other
aspects of this story worth noting. Throughout mwx1a o0 until this point,
man — God’s ultimate creation — travels through a turbulent journey of
sin and repentance as he deteriorates from the ultimate state in J7v 13 to a
state of total moral destruction. So complete is the decline that the en-
tire process of creation must be undone and then re-performed to cor-
rect it. Man sinned in two realms: in the realm of mpnb oix pa and ya
11315 oTK. M, the man chosen to survive the %1an, overcame these two spe-
cific sins. In v mwxA3, Ny is described as a "oon P71y wi». He is honest and
does not commit the sin of 5 . In the same poo, the nn also says, nx”
"My Tonnn PR, In many places in 77n, "Nk’ means “with” (pyy7000). M
was able to walk along with God, without trying to be a God.

When God recreates the world after the flood, he takes into account
the course of events that led to the need to destroy the world. Consequently,
when setting up a new world for man, he alters his creation slightly, pre-
venting a recurrence of the same events. When comparing the oo that
contain God’s description of, and commands to, oTx and n, subtle differ-
ences exist:
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God’s description and, subsequently, view of man differs radically be-
tween man’s initial creation and his reevaluation after the flood. In theory,
when God originally created man, His goals for man were lofty. Man was
created in His image and was expected to act as such. Everything man did
should have been with the ultimate goal of following in God’s footsteps and
fulfilling His will. The first perversion of this goal came about with the sin
of oTx and mn. Instead of emulating God and fulfilling His will, they viewed
themselves as equal to God, as the wny said, ooYox ora 1> PHX YT 17
"IPIKD ONPML..00p (N:)). This results in a situation where they attempted to
determine for themselves what is good and bad. They distorted the original
plan of the relationship between man and his Creator. Man’s initial failure
does not cause God to give up. He rebukes o7x and mn and punishes them
but does not change his expectations of them. Despite this, man sins again.
This time, not only does pp sin towards 1, he also pioneers a realm of sin
between man and fellow man. Once these tendencies had developed, man
continued to sin in both realms, until reaching the point of total chaos. The
last sin described before the decree of the mMan, the sin of the mpix 13, is a
composite of both types of sin (1-x:).

As a result of man’s continual failure,n redefines man’s status. After
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the flood, 'n describes man again. This time, however, instead of reiterating
that man was created in God’s image, a statement which carries with it an
implicit command and expectation, man is described as " v’ (K2:n).
Man has great difficulty overcoming this natural defect and 'n judges him in
light of that fact.

G-d commands n to multiply and fill the world just as He had com-
manded o7x. The differences are: 1. oTx had been commanded yIx3 177
"Mpad (N2:K): to conquer the animal world and put a barrier between him-
self and the animal world. Man was forbidden to eat from the ny7n yv in
order to learn to master his nixn, as opposed to animals which naturally
submit to their desires. mn had failed in this area. She submitted to her
MK (122) 7. DKM DPYY K ANKA 1 HIKDD YV 31w 1 nwkn X1, and blurred
the distinction between man and animal. (This is the significance of the
snake being the means of her temptation.) Therefore, 'n removes the chal-
lenge from my. In ny’s time, the animals are already subservient to man. It is
no longer up to him to create and preserve that distinction — separation is
part of nature. 2. Since man had submitted to the temptation to eat the
forbidden fruit, he is now permitted to eat everything, including meat. At
first, man is only allowed to eat most of the vegetation. After the Hapn, not
only is all vegetation permitted, even animals are permitted. 3. The prohi-
bition of eating from the nv1n yv served a dual purpose. It was not only a
command designed to elevate man above the animal world but it also served
as a test for man to see if he will try to experience being a God. Thus, by
removing this prohibition, God shows His acceptance of the fact that man
will naturally fail.

Before the %an, God is upset because man is (n:) "ovn 5 v p77; al-
though his nature is inherently good, he distorts his character. After the
Y13p, ' reassesses man and concludes that he is (x2:n) "7 v, His affinity
for evil is not a result of a conscious decision, rather of an inborn weakness.
Consequently, the only area in which God holds man responsible is nTx pa
11and. God agrees to lower the standards regarding sins committed against
Him but still expects a basic level from man when interacting with his fel-
low man. He still expects the most basic level of morality: not to kill (R’
Kook, "m»nny> mn). (This idea, that 'n will forgive sins committed against
him more easily than sins committed against another man, can be seen in
no5n as well. oap7, in the nmn mwn says, PIDIH TNDDN TP KN NAWAN PR
TV .OOYH DA WK.ITTIND OTK 3w M3V DaIK..OPPY OTK P3w MY Dy KOHK
(L:3 NN M5 MY I KA 710 1A . Ion or and n2wn can
absolve man of sins committed between man and God, but sins between
man and his fellow man are not absolved until one asks forgiveness from his
fellow man.)
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The “new” world created as an aftermath of the %13p is slightly altered
to accommodate man’s nature. Immediately following the description of
this new system, one would expect a description of how man in actuality
relates to this system and repopulates the world. Indeed, the nmin begins by
stating the descendants of ny who leave the ark with him. The nmin then
proceeds to report their actions within the established framework and the
subsequent genealogies that ensue. The story of ny planting the grapevine is
actually part of this narrative.

Many parallels exist between ny, the first man in the world after the
Y1ap, and o7k, the first man in the world.

m

"TNTIKN WK” - 2:0

29PN P D NN - KD

W 07 KOA) "OAK TIN3 DAY - KD
(@

PPAK YD TOLLKTIY - 300D

MOPN NIID WY WK NK YTV - To:D

D MY Y - T

SV YN 7HVYN NK NON Y NP - A0:D
NIV NXDOM PYTINK 09 TN Tow

"0 3N

"IOAK TN DAY - 1D

OIN

D 79V OTRA DK DPILK NIy - 13
"TIDTNN

"DOKM PIOD NPNY - 1)

NYTH O KONM) 0N DD D WY - 1)
(ODIY Onw

PI0Y MWK JMLLKINY - 1)

00 DOV DT - 1)

PTIY PY HNPDNY - 1)

THND WK OTIRD PHK 1YYy - KI:)

"o 3 MY

DPIOK 1 DN AWK BT KINMY” - M:)
"0 YV TIN3

Both o7k and ny sin by thinking they are God or wanting to be equal

to Him. In attempting to do this, they sin with food. Both result in a state or
an awareness of nakedness. It is clear that they both recognize the negativ-
ity of this state as they both try to hide it. Both times someone acts kindly
and covers them.
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These parallels strongly couple these two episodes. The result of this
connection is that the similarities and differences between the events are
highlighted. Both men are placed in a new world. They are overcome with
a feeling of self-importance and begin to attempt to act Godly in a negative
way; they believe that they are equal to God, and believe in themselves as
gods. Based on these similarities, . 7770 notes: 0 XS My ,M% 173pN D IOK”
VOD PMEXIN TTR DOKW 1R MK TOKT IKDD ;) KOK 1D T KDW ,NMwKIN OTRD T TH
i 193, The X703 goes as far as to equate the actual foods with which they
each sinned. The difference is not in their actions but in each action’s effect
on the world. As a result of 07X’s sin, man acquires "ny7” and a punishment
from 'n. His sin has a catastrophic effect on the world and alters its very
nature. By contrast, n)’s sin has no direct effect on the world. This differ-
ence is a result of God’s acceptance of man’s tendency to sin. This is why n
is not punished for his actions.

The post-flood story begins by naming the inhabitants of the new
world, the sons of m. They will be the foundation of all future people. on is
the first to begin his progeny. 12> is his son. ), a man made of the nnIx,
decides his first venture in the barren world will be to plant a vineyard.
How is this a Godly act? When God plants 17v 13, the P10 says, DpidK ' o
"1T3 12 (N:3), NY’s action is identical (2:v) 812 Y. The act of planting and
growing a fruit is a Godly act of creation. (7770 K0) explains the signifi-
cance of the vineyard.)

Once m makes the wine, he continues to sin. He submits to his nixn
and drinks until the point of drunkenness. This parallels the story of ox
and mn who could not overpower their nxn to eat from the nvTn yv. As a
result of his drunken state, ny becomes naked and is forced to hide (specifi-
cally) inside his tent just as o7x and mn hid inside the 13. When on sees his
father in this degraded state, he further degrades his father by publicizing
the fact to his brothers. The proper reaction would have been to try to act
respectfully towards his father and minimize his embarrassment. Although
after the m1n, 'n accepted the fact that man would sin against Him, He still
deems it unacceptable for man to sin against his fellow man. The one
explicit command which man receives after the %12 was the prohibition
of murder and it is known that "@nT Tow 1DX> @373 1730 » Padpn D
(Y XV¥y» X33).

ow and no do honor their father. The pwo twice describes their ac-
tions in detail to point out the extent of their effort and care to avoid seeing
even the slightest bit of their father in his uncovered state. Not only do ow
and no succeed in the newly defined limits of 17°an% §x 3, they also suc-
ceed in the realm of mpn> 07X 3. They do not try to be God, instead they
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attempt to emulate Him — 12773 no%. In its explanation of the moo in
727, (7)) 1050 DPHK 1 INKY, T AVID states: ,173pn Y PMIN K THN KOK?
7OV B9 NNK KDY a5 Kin ap. Just as God made clothing for
n7x and mn and covered them (x2:3 mwx13), on and N cover their father.

ny’s reaction to each his sons is 1T T2 NTv. on is cursed by receiving
the fate of being a slave to his brothers. He tried to degrade a fellow man so
his consequent curse is that he should be a slave, the most degraded and
humbled person over whom others have power. ow and no gave respect to
another person and thus they are rewarded by being the masters who re-
ceive the slave’s respect. Furthermore, by aspiring to achieve ">77a noby,
ow and no attempt to create a relationship with 'n and reach the level of
a0 nmwn described in 3 wx13. Consequently, ny rewards them with spe-
cial nmwn from 'n. ow receives the blessing that God will dwell in his midst
and no is blessed "no» wpix no». (There are many explanations providing
clarification regarding no’s exact blessing but the significance is that he
receives it by direct nmwn from 'n.)

1W0’s curse is stated twice. The first time it is written (12 pov), he is
being cursed. Its repetition in the next moo is not a curse for him, rather it is
a part of ow and no’s blessing. on’s curse is placed on his son whereas ow’s
and no»’s blessings are placed directly on them. Recall, though, that ow and
no have not had any children yet and therefore it would be impossible for n
to bless their children instead of them. When there is a son available,
chooses to place it on him since the blessing or curse will not take effect
until the following generations anyway, when there will be people upon
which it can take effect. This idea that a blessing or curse are not actualized
until later generations is found in many other places in 77»n. For example, 'n
promises (1Y NMWKI3) "NNWIY DKM YIND AKX TY NN ON73K is to receive YIX
YK, yet he does not actually receive it. The promise is only fulfilled through
his children. Another example is that of axnx. As a punishment for his
actions (X2:X2 °K D29p), he and his entire household are to be completely
destroyed. Once he does nawn, however, the curse only applies to his chil-
dren.

After the nn relates how the different characters in the new world
relate to it and to each other, the nin can begin their genealogies. Only
now is it apparent why each developed in his own way. Perhaps this is why
the nin made these pwd so ambiguous and did not explicitly state the
actions of each person: it wanted to portray the permanent effect of a man’s
actions. The way man chooses to behave within the framework established
for him will directly determine and set precedent for his offspring as well.
The next nw1o, therefore, begins o3 ond 175M non BN Ow MY Y3 MTNA MOKY
7..21301 K (KD)
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To Choose a Nation:
Attaining the Status of the max and mnpx

Nechama Friedman

MUCH MORE THAN A MERE COLLECTION OF STORIES, k13 100
serves as an introduction to the birth of the nation that would become God’s
“chosen.” Logically, this nation had to be built from a chosen family. What
qualities, then, did 'n look for when choosing this family? mwx1a 790 effec-
tively identifies these qualities through the narratives of the selection proc-
ess and the lives of the max and mnpx. Every candidate needed to embody
the qualities necessary to build the Jewish nation and must prove these to
God.

It is well known that on1ax’s family was chosen to begin the Jewish
nation. Therefore, one would expect mwKk13 790 to begin with his family
and reveal the merits that deem them worthy of such honor, yet surpris-
ingly, this is not how nwx13 990 unfolds.

The description of the chosen family begins, 711 nn :nn MmN AOKY”
(12:K TMPKI3) "D AKX TN 177 130 1K 1M 1K 373K 1K, There is a fundamen-
tal question to be asked. Throughout mwx13 7op, the phrase, "mTmn KO
is used to introduce the primary character of the next story. For example,
:) M M7 MoK’ introduces M and the story of the destruction of the land
and its inhabitants. Based on the knowledge that on1ax was chosen, why
does the p1oo read "nIn M7 moX” and subsequently focus on his biography,
as opposed to reading "B13K M5 mHX” and opening immediately with nwao
75 79? Why is it crucial for the nmn to tell of nn and his family? Isn’t on1ax
the initial and primary player in the following stories?

The remainder of the po reveals a further difficulty. The nn re-
counts the marriages of on1ax and =iy in addition to nan’s intentions to
travel to VIO YIX. DTWD DKD ONK KLY 7KDY NIKL..073K DK N0 npn”
(9:X) "0 121N 1IN TY IKIN WD NYIX N9, Based on the assumption that the
purpose of the narratives of 1wKx13 790 is to develop the characters of the
chosen nation, what is the significance of these details?
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To complicate matters, the ¢n ny nw1o) kMMM WITH writes that oK,
N, M, NN, 3pY, 9ov, Nwp, and 3k were all born Mnp, implying exceptional
virtue. How does nn’s character fit into a category representative of these
prominent figures in 77n?

A further examination through > and the ow1on reveals a contro-
versy concerning their perception of nan’s character. Reading their opin-
ions, however, provides little assistance in alleviating the inconsistencies
surrounding nn’s personality.

There are w0 that depict nn as a righteous person: 13 Kax K
MTHN TOK MM 1D NIAK K3IN T 1 anwd phn b w nw Hoomw m Hd Kind
2. 27MYY 15 N PIYa Y W NN NN, and, AAK KA T3 K3K T DD 1Y T 0K
(3:M5 773) 7.K3N TOYY PO PIKD W 13 DHW3 TMaK X Kan.! Based on this
assertion, one can conclude that n1n did in fact genuinely begin the chosen
nation, solving the problem posed by »nan mT9n mx”. Nonetheless, other
w770 portray him as a v, viewing him as unworthy of being chosen.

Although it is possible to rebut some of the mw77» that portray nn in
a negative light, the question is still left unresolved. For example, mww7
7137 93703) 7P TY 13 TAI3IK DPOY T AN DI MAVD PHLY PP DPTY 170N
(x:». One may respond to this w17» by positing that nin did nawn, as indi-
cated by the following statement: NN APYY WML TV TATIX 1PIK OK KV
AT KDY ®ITD) 7NN IR

Furthermore, the v770 recounts on1ax’s discovery of 'n and his rejec-
tion of his father’s idols. In smashing his father’s idols, onax led nan to
present him before the king, 71713, who subsequently threw him into a burn-
ing furnace (n:n> 7173).2 Although this w70, along with na7 93703, presents
nan as an idol worshiper, he is not denigrated by the title "vw7 in view of
the fact that his entire generation equally worshiped idols.

»p7 believed that n1n was a w7, and ventured to affirm it from the
opoo. Significantly, there is a chronological discrepancy in the mpoo de-
scribing n7n’s death. Historically, his death occurred sixty years after obn1ax’s
journey to 13 YK, although it is recorded prior to the command of "5 7.
»p7 explains that in this manner the nn is able to conceal oniax’s aban-

1. The ow1on debate over how to define the p1oo, (0:aw) *EHW3 TMIK DX K1IN NN,
»p7understands that n7n himself was deserving of kan o5 because he repented,
while .Xp 117D maintains that he only deserved xan thw in on1ax’s merit.

2. This w1Tp is based on the words of the oo, (N2:x) "Max NN »o BV 177 NP 177,
according to w1T», jumped into the furnace after his brother survived and died
because his father had brought them to 7170 There is, however, a basic way to
understand this p1oo. »w begins by teaching the literal meaning of the pioo,
“17n died before his father” and only after quotes the wa o (@w »w).
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donment of his father and his consequent deficiency in the performance of
the my» of ox1 ax T3>, He claims that onnax was permitted to behave in this
fashion since n7n was a ywA, thereby considered dead. Nonetheless, there
are additional ways to understand the absence of chronological order in the
opwo. In truth, according to yan1, > 7w, Mk M and X pp nwT, the pwd
are in perfect sequence as they follow the pattern of mwx13 990. The nn
regularly records the death of the father before elaborating upon the next
generation, and our nw1v similarly concludes nan’s narrative before describ-
ing on13x’s personal history. The mmx 1 adds that on account of oniax’s
initiation of a new era, the beginning of the chosen nation, the nmin wishes
to specifically separate his biography from that of his ancestors.

Through this brief analysis of the conflicting w710 and wwIon, we
may conclude that there are various ways in which nn’s nature may be
perceived, and that the evidence leans towards viewing him positively.

In an attempt, however, to reconcile n1n’s character with reference
to the conflicting Dw17n, the situation must be examined from a different
angle. In this way, it is possible to simultaneously resolve these problems
and gain insight into nn’s role in Jewish history. As stated above, the p1oo,
"M MTMN KOK?, indicates that nn was an important link in the chain of
ow’s generations (according to the xomn w110). He had the privilege of
being the father of the o i ax and was born Hnp, as were several other
esteemed leaders. Based on this information one can infer that nan was not
only a personality of importance, but also of virtue. From the specific infor-
mation appearing about 71 in the @Y, one can infer two points that
substantiate this opinion. First from, Ixy... 7w 1K1...015 NKY...073K DK 070 NP
(K:K) 7OP 13PN 190 TV IKIN WD YK 1595 DTwD TKD DK, it appears that it
was originally 77/7s desire to live in 1035 y7X, the chosen land.? Secondly, an
analysis of the 190 as a whole exposes n7n’s descendants’ underlying nn of

3. v debate who instigated the trip to 135 yIx. Most Dw1on agree that this at-
tempted move was done after the commandment of "5 75 was given to oniax,
by the choice of on1aK (see P17 and 7ap7). Some add that oh1ax went because
he was commanded "15 757, but n7n wanted to go to 12 for his own reasons (see
Rav Hirsch and x7pn nyT). The »pin, %), X7t 13K, and Hx)373K take it a step
further. They believe, following the order of the mpwo, that the decision was
made by both nin and on1ax before the command »75 757, K71 13K claims that
nan was fleeing from o7w> Mk and King Nimrod after onnax survived the burn-
ing furnace. The 27¥) maintains that it was on1ax’s idea to move, but on ac-
count of his lack of ability to conduct this mission, his father nan led the way.
YK)373K explains that nin wanted to leave m7w> X because of his bad luck
(>m mwn mpn mwp); his son had died and his daughter-in-law was barren.
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o7on now). In view of the fact that m» are generally passed on from one
generation to the next, we can infer that nan, the latest mutual ancestor of
the four characters recorded below, equally evidenced the n1n of Ton by
fulfilling the my» of wnmx noioN.

(" PID) ONIIK

(3:1) "TAKIPY Y

(3:1) "NYIKINNWYN”

D VYD K) NP
(:M) 7O YN

0oaY 1Yo OnD oY
a25M AKDNLINY.NP
O-1:m) 7R3 D

® PID) LB

»anKIph opn”
(NX:D?)

oKX MY
(N:D?) "NYIX

YN Y
(3:0%) 70O

o wyy
myn» nnwn
(O:1?) "NON

(72 p9) 13b

"IN DX 13D YY)
(L2:72)

711 T3 K13 K
(KD:72)

oI NNoY
K1DDDY 12N 1M
YA oo LoD
(3%:72) o7

05 oy
(0D:72) "HOKH

(72 PI®) NPT

"TIV YA L0y
(2:7D)
(N2:72) "NAavin Yy

N7 Y N7 1IN
(M:72) "Npwm

AKX TW Y
AWM IKWH ININ
(2:72) "vHny Hob

The thesis of this article is that n1n was chosen to be the father of all
the great nations of the world; he begat bSxvpw2, V15, 1M, wy, and o3,
each of whom is depicted in the o as being the father of at least one
nation. This election is based not only upon nan’s decision to move to the
chosen country, but also upon his quality of Ton. After it was established
that all of nan’s children would begat mighty nations, 'n examined nn’s

Therefore he took on1ax, n7w (so she could have children) and v (so he would
not die as his father did) out of the land and traveled in the direction of Canaan.
The mpmn explains that nin wanted to go to 1w YIX: MY BAY Ow v WD M’
(7220) 10D TV 1WID M :1NDTO MMM YINA, he desired to live in the land given to
his ancestors. The 7 na7 X states, "ow OwY own Ky he saw an intrinsic
virtue in moving to 1 YK, as his son’s life was endangered. After reading
these mw1on and looking at the vwo of the pOY, we can safely assume that np»’
7.0, can imply that nan himself wanted to move to 3 yIx and took his
family along on his journey.
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children to determine the deserving progenitor of the “chosen” nation.*
D113K, having accompanied nn to 1035 YK, was granted the opportunity to
initiate the chosen nation.’

[t is commonly assumed that 75 75 mw1o and X depict exclusively
the tests of onaax. If this is true, though, why does the nmn speak of other
characters like 019, Sxvow?, and on1ax 72v? Given this analysis, the proposal

4. According to n»:7 p77, it seems that even before the command of 15 75, peo-
ple were able to perceive the significance of the land of Canaan, p7yn mpn”
'oowm. This can be proven through many many and 5t »oxn. The xn)
(" YN) states MPWYY HXIY YK ...DID K123 1910 THIW H 1NN K1) DKW YIK 77
DY T DY NPwn DD TN 15 WYY 73PN, In (Vo) PP it says Moon Dap NwY”
ORI YIK 1HLY YN oYY 177, In (27p) ©N3t it states, YIXD D130 TP 73D P WY
7 ORI YIKD D1an T KD 130 e 3 S The 990 ann (1797 nwT n) wrote, p7”
oOHYITPI VY DI NI IDOK TN M RN WY KN DOHYITPY HrHY nmIp3a
LN KDY WY KD L,T0 M Mo TV O Mo LYTIN3 IXOTIDM NVIOM

5. Another possibility to answer all of our questions is that the n7na process began
with ow, as he was blessed by his father ny, mpHx no» 15 T3 W5 ™M OW POX 1137
("2-722D JPPKI3) 0w NN Nown Nob. ow acquired all three “chosen” traits (which
will be explained later). The nTo of 7on was displayed when he covered his
naked father (220 mwx13). His namx was evident as his father refers to'n as pox”
"ow (»2:D). As a result, ow is promised the chosen land, 5x7w YK, as an inherit-
ance. Following this assumption, the story of nn takes upon significance in two
ways. One, it displays a man who had a fragment of the chosen qualities but
failed to bring them to full fruition. Second, as precursor to the birth of on1ax,
and how his actions planted the seeds for the true chosen father to emerge.
Both ways of solving the problems above can be proven through the story of 72
on1ax who was sent on a mission to seek a wife for pny' (772 mwKI3). TON13N
instructed his servant to travel »nTom X1 ¥Ix OX”, to his homeland, the land of
ow (7:7) implying that any girl living in the land was an option (backing up the
"op” approach, that anyone from ow has the ability to be the “parents” of the
chosen nation).

When the 7av retold the story to 139, he recounted that oniax had commanded
him to journey to »nnown HK1 2ax 3 OK’ to 135’s HOUSE (#5:77) implying that
the woman that married pny’ must be from oniax’s FAMILY (backing up our
'’ theory).

The wwaop are split on how to understand this discrepancy. v, a0, pr71,and
XTtw 13K all assume that onax 73y was only clarifying what oniax really meant
and that there is no discrepancy at all (see '1:177> pr11 for clearest position),
backing up our "nn” approach. 07150, 7w, and 137 poyn all assume that on1ax
really meant what he had said and the 73v switched his words in order to make
his story sound more convincing, backing up our "ow” theory. Nevertheless, when
PRy sent 3py away, it explicitly says (3:172) "T0K 13K HKINI A3 TIK T T2, 3P
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can be made that mwx13 790 describes the tests of all the “candidates”, all of
nn’s descendents. Every member of nn’s family undergoes a series of tests,
and only those who pass successfully qualify to become part of the desig-
nated nation.

A meticulous reading of the narratives surrounding the biographies of
OnI3K, 17w, Y, SXVLY, PRy, 1pad, 139, wY, 3pY, Sn1 and NKY, reveals a
common thread, in that each one was tested to determine whether he or
she had acquired those specific qualities that would enable him or her to
merit the inheritance of the chosen nation.

Each patriarch and matriarch must possess three qualities, and must
pass test to prove it:

1. 7on (which was passed down in nn’s family)
2. mox (absolute faith in'n)
3. Desire to dwell in dx7w» vIX

These three qualities represent the fundamental elements of God’s
chosen nation. 7on represents 1an> 07X pa miyp and the capability to fol-
low mvown, moral laws. K exemplifies mprd 07X pa miyp and the willing-
ness to follow @pn, rulings of 'n which are inscrutable. Y%7w® YK is 'n’s cer-
tified gift to his designated people, an entity which loses its value if it is not
accepted and appreciated.®

A. Onax

Test #1: "PXIK MWK YIKD DK TIK IO TRTOWOD TYIKD TO T
(X:2' 'WKII)

o113k received a Divine imperative to abandon his father and travel.
Compelled to separate” and differentiate himself from everything familiar,
he is told to begin a new life in which he must follow the oral instructions of

was commanded not only to go to npa7’s homeland, but specifically to npa7’s
brother’s house. This incident may prove our thesis above, the "nn” theory.
The reason for being commanded to marry a girl who is a close relative may be
because they want to keep everyone in the chosen family stemming directly
from the family of nan.

6. Every time one departs from bX7w? YK, there is a danger that he may not return.
When one loses his perspective of k1w yIK’s significance (that it is 'n’s gift to
His chosen nation) and forgets that that is the only place where we belong, 'n
retracts His gift by sending us into na.

7. Being separate is a vital part of being the v11p oy. Throughout nmwxa1 790, 3
YxTw are commanded to separate from outside influences. (This will be dis-
cussed in length in this article.) This principle is evident throughout Jewish
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a God he alone believed in. on1ax’s mx in 1 was being challenged, yet he
chose to desert a life of N1t n1av in order to engage in *n nTav{ and publicize
the 'n owi.

It is written about both n1n and onnax that they left 115 nyax Ny
(M:3 ,K9:X7), but on1ax alone actually arrived: (1:37) ")y YK KIN. DATAK
traveled to SxIw yIX in order to establish his nation there. In his travels, he
utilized every possible opportunity that he could to spread 'n ow: nam ow 120
OD:KD M, T-20 ,0-13) 7R awa KIpn..om.8

Test #2: (:») "1 N3AWH 1H>* KO

Accompanying 073X in 1w YK was his wife n7w and his nephew
(and adopted son) v, As a result of nw’s barrenness, bn13ax may have
assumed that the promise "17) " Twyxy would be realized through his “son”,
v1. The w110 explains, LTPA M3 AKTY MOV KOK V1D TY TN BATIK 71D DD
(LY:R’M TN "N NIRYY TIT THvY.

A famine befell the land of 1v30, motivating oniax, nw, and V> to
travel to oyp and return with an abundance of wealth. Although oniax
and v remained united during the trip home, (x:) "o 5, and subse-
quently settled back into their land, a disagreement erupted: 'v1 pa 37 n
(1) 7 PP v P2 BIaxk wp» which led on1ax to believe that he must
separate himself from v and from the expectation that v would take over
for him when he died.

A war erupted between the four and five kings, which gave onnax the
opportunity to spread the 'n owi. His achieved success when the king of m7o
pronounced, 773 TI¥ 1 WK PHY Hp 7137, recognizing that 77 had won the
war for them (3:7)). on1ax was offered a reward of riches which he refused,
saying (03-32:T) "07aK K NTwYn MK TOKI KDL/ DK T npIi, proving that
he was chosen by 'n and received all of his necessities directly from Him.

Despite on1aK’s spectacular rescue operation, > remained separated
from him because he lived a life antithetical to that of onax’s values. v

history. Just as our max would not marry anyone from Canaan, we are com-
manded to keep a distance from them (v:n» ,v72: ;3 137), forbidden from
making mma with them, and must destroy them completely ,35-3:35 mnw)
("3t @737. We must remain separate because 7, ...y Y90 WINK AT
(77922 KpM), isolated us. The tragedies in mvow 190 are the result of our failure
to follow these instructions. On account of our assimilation with the nations of
Canaan we became corrupted. As punishment, 'n allowed the foreign nations to
dominate us. (See "1 1y» mxan” in Rav Soloveitchik’s book mopwn 1137).

8. ©max’s role in this world is to spread 'n ow. The chosen nation inherits this
responsibility, as they must conduct themselves properly and be an o x.
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sacrificed a life of nmay ni in order to enjoy the riches of m7o, while on7ax
denied the riches of m70 in order to live a life in pursuit of 'n.

At this point, on1ax became frustrated. He kept receiving promises of
a chosen nation while his wife was incapable of having children and v1> was
disqualified... who was going to take over! 'n finally gave oniax an addi-
tional piece of information, namely, that he himself would have a child. He
omitted a very essential detail, however — the identity of the mother of the
child. This absence of information seemed to ensure that on7ax’s tests would
continue to ascertain that on1ax believed that 'n’s promises would be ful-

filled.

Test #3: (3:X2) "Vt 1O K pNy’3 "

on1ax had a child at the age of 86 and named him Sxvnw:. There was
no doubt in 01713x’s mind that this baby was the “chosen baby”, as it was
the only baby born to him. on1ax assumed that Sxvpw would be the heir to
everything that was promised to him. oniax raised Yxvpw» for 13 years ac-
cording to this conviction. He likely even told the child speculations of his
future of building a unique nation. One day, 'n appeared to on1ax and noti-
fied him that he was mistaken — nnx 12731 .aow Nw 2 3w VY DK KPR KY”
(TO-1D:D) 7DD DY 105D TND AP 1513113 1O mnw o on. At this point
on1ax was perturbed and pleaded, (m:p) »795 mm Hxwow: 197 — No! Sxvpw
should take over, | have been training >xvnw» and he is worthy of the honor!”
1 responded sharply, proclaiming that pny’ was selected. >xvpw would be a
great nation, but would not receive X7 v3X. Instantaneously, 'n departed
without allowing on1ax to rebut: (32:1) *BN3K Svn DPHX VM K 7375 Y.
on1ax thus needed to modify his focus of the past thirteen years, and con-
centrate on training pny».

Test #4: (3:X) "nYp3 yow”

on11aK was evidently pained by the news that his m23, his beloved
Sxvowr, would not qualify to be his successor, but the situation deteriorated
further when following pny’s birth, 17w saw (:x2) "pnyn...7an 137, deeming
him worthy of expulsion.” Her demand that Sxypw» be sent away meant for
on1ax that he would not be the true heir.

9. »p1supplies several interpretations of the word " pnyn’: 1. 0t nay 2. mm "
3. Murder 4. Taunting pny> with the principle of ow 9 given to the 53 and
fighting with him over their inheritance. [This corresponds to n1w’s response,
AN ADRN 13 w0 KD D7 (uR72)]. K 13K defines the word "pnyp?, “to play like a
child” causing nw to be jealous of Hxvpw’ because he was older than her son.
7ana explains that this story took place on the day that they celebrated pny
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on1aK expected ‘N to support him, but instead was instructed, vow’
(3:X2) "V TY KT PRY13 10...719p3. 013K was compelled to banish his beloved
son!

Test # 5: (3:35) "pny’ IX NANK WK TTM NXK TP3 DK NP”

0n113K’s primary purpose was modified, as he had to now focus on
raising pny’ in the proper fashion, enabling him to be the heir of the chosen
nation. Later, 'n reappeared to 0n1ax in order to test him for the last time.
This test also tested pny, and therefore finalized the transfer of the leader-
ship of the new nation to pny».

on1aK was directed to seize his precious son and sacrifice him, a form
of conduct that would make on7ax appear as a hypocrite after spending
much of his life preaching against n M3y and human sacrifices. Moreo-
ver, OnN13K was being sent through emotional turmoil;'® he was being com-
manded to forfeit the son that was guaranteed to succeed him. Though it
might have been expected that oniax would respond in a skeptical and
defiant manner, he instead proceeded, "pn nx wann Ipa3 o1ax Tow, ea-
ger to perform the mandate of 'n. on13x succeeded in passing the ultimate
test of MK, just as he had successfully passed his initial test from 'n.

on1ax had demonstrated his belief in 'n, his possession of the qualities
of 7on and oK, and his understanding of the significance of Sk YK by
traveling there. This love of the land of Israel was exhibited again towards
the end of his life, when he determined to find a wife for pny. Due to the
importance of preserving the chosen family from the descendants of nan,
on1ax resolved to select a girl only from his family in o 07X, One would
have expected that on1ax would take pny' to ) BIx to choose a wife for
himself. Instead on1ax entrusted his servant with this responsibility, so that
neither pny’ nor he would have to leave the Promised Land.

Review: oniax = Pass

1. nnox — Traveling to DX y7K, separating from his family, 01, Sxvow?,
and pny nTRPY.

2. 7001 — K noon for the three moxdn. !

being weaned. n1w considered pny to be YXypw’s master, so therefore, because
of his taunting of pny’, he was worthy of death.

10. Each time onnax believed that he knew his successor, 'n removed that person
from the picture: v left for m7p. Sxvow was banished. pny' was going to be
sacrificed as a 137p.

11. See chart in the introduction.
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3. 5x7w YK — He traveled to Sk yIx!? and refused to leave even to find
a wife for pny.

B.vb

A central question dominates the beginning of mwx12 790. Who would
succeed on1ax? There remain two possibilities, either on1ax himself will
have a child, or v, who was equivalent to one, would succeed him. The
WITH writes (D:TD VTV) PILID 1YHY PP WO LB Mt A PrnT 1271

Every episode in on1ax’s life can be related to on three planes: the
facts of the experience, the perspective of on1ax, and the identity of on1ax’s
potential successors, v, YxvpY?, and pny. All three were tested to deter-
mine whether they deserved to become heir to the chosen nation.

At first it appeared that v would be the perfect continuation for
on1ax. In the account of m70’s destruction, a number of linguistic parallels
connect V19’s NTH of NTMK NP to the manner in which onax attended to
his guests.

(» MwKI13) VD (M MwKI3) ONI3aK

(N:1) 07D Vw31 Y (K:M) MHIK NNo apY
(R:DY) "ONKIPD OPMLLKDY (3:1) "OAKIPY YLLKV
(K:DY) "NYIK WOK INNWN” (2:M) NYIR NN
(2:) 7027 YN (T:M) TN N

(3:0%) "KY O ND” (M) "IN NKYD K) OK”

(:D%) "NOK MY NNWn” (1) ”...DVD WHY”

12. The Zohar (7o x”2) writes, »yIKY Dy TV N73pN S 11133 DY KD 01N,
displaying the importance of X7 y7K.

13. This w170 is based on a p1wv speaking about T1wHx who is compared to vi». The
character of MK, known in the ppd as "0n7aK 727, is revealed to us through
his mission to find a wife for pny>. Through this story, we find evidence to all
three of the chosen qualities found in 7tw™«. His first priority in choosing a wife
is her N0 of 7on and therefore designs a scheme to test if the candidate to be
the wife of pny» has this quality. He also proved to have nanx in'n, as during his
entire speech he attempted to prove, 1371 Xy 'np’ that the entire affair was a
results of 'n’s intervention (n:77> 737 poyn and v"5:775 pr11). His feelings to-
wards HX7w YK are unknown, except for the fact that he lived in 587w y7x with
on1ax and only left to fulfill his mission. The lesson we learn from the story of
M"K is that even though he may have had the qualities to be chosen, wanted
to be chosen (v9:775 »), thought he would be chosen [3pp oY SxVLY TOK?
TAK TWI) 732 IMWHKID IOK WINPT KA K ITDT 1) DKL, ATPIN A9 1) PRy K 2aK
7KDY WA O KD UMK D20 WITPR M LW I K 1993 OPI K N0 173V OK AWK
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Furthermore the w17n states, (:X» 7773) "[BN13K5] 1D AT 1ID INDOP 17,
intimating genetic similarity. Similar w370 are written about other figures
in 790 that were considered to be their father’s heir, such as that describing
pnaax and pny and 3py and fov.

Test: "vnx Yyp wK 70

v accompanied 0773K on his journey to 1w YIK: (T:3) 15 WK TV,
In the next poo, there is a contradictory statement, (M:3)) "1 NIX...073aK NP,
on1ax “took” him. Did v voluntarily leave 170 or was he compelled?

The opioo are written equivocally in order to emphasize that this
journey was also a test for v>. By remaining with on1ax, he could earn the
privilege of being the next father of the chosen nation, but with his deci-
sion to disconnect himself, the chosen nation would be transferred to some-
one else. The purpose of his test was to determine whether he would display
absolute allegiance to those values on1ax represented by refusing to leave
his side. ™ was uncertain from the beginning. He was somewhat willing to
journey with on1ax but required the coaxing of "0 nx B1ax npw. These two
oD represent V19’s struggle and the two paths that he faced.

v accompanied 0n13ax down to 0yp during the famine and is praised
by the w1p for his silence as onnax lied about nw (:x) 71773). There they
both acquired much wealth and many animals and yet remained together
— (K:) "pY V19 — a situation which resulted in v15’s greatest test. The poo
notes an argument between the shepherds of each estate: mpn ' pa 27 v
(1:3) 7YX K MIDM YIOM O PP T P 073K, which results in the separa-
tion of v1» from TNIaK, (1) YTM NawH 19 XY,

on1ax did not persuade v15 to leave yIx w5, TN73K’s original idea
involved (L:») "KDYKI P TR MIDIKI DKDP OK HYY K) 71977, separation to
some degree for the sake of peace, however, he still wished to live near v in
order to continue teaching and influencing him. The moo emphasizes on1ax’s
objective, (X:») "PAK Svn WK TI9W, to separate in a friendly manner. v,
however, became occupied with wealth and withdrew from on1ax completely
— () "Y1 MH T [in contrast to the previous "mwy vM’] Al opting to
live outside of 13 yIX, in m70, a land described as (:») "npwp nv>7.'* Having

(Y MK ) pr], appeared as if he would be chosen 13 map mw »n 7113 k27
(17D 7773) D T Mo INebp nw on1ax K], he COULDN’T be chosen!!! »wp1
(:072) gives us a hint as to why, p3TH 1K PRI, MIX ANKY TN M3 :0073K 1D DK
»71733. MOX’s children were cursed as opposed to on1ax’s children. This is be-
cause he didn’t come from the chosen family.

14. p71 describes the people living in mTo. My ©IKS Myw PImy» SY 173D ... TTO WIKY
PINYD HY DIIVY 1Y KON KN DM .IDT N2DW IV 5 ... PV TN ... TIYD VI O
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actualized his decision, he automatically lost the opportunity to lead the
chosen nation. As a result, on13x was authorized to live in p1an and aban-
don vy completely. v1v’s final chance arose after the war of the four and five
kings when he had the opportunity to reunite with on1ax. Against his bet-
ter judgment, he refrained from doing so and on7ax received a further hint
to answer the essential question, (T:v) *Tw X1 TYOD Ky AWK OX 2. The
future successor was to be an actual child of oniax as opposed to a relative.!®

Review: vb = Fail

1. mmwx — Did not stick to onaax.

2. 7pn — AKX Noyon when the XYY came to mD.

3. X7 yIX — He abandoned 5% y7x in order to live in m7o.

C. Hxvnw?

The test of “adhering to on1ax and his ideals” continued with the
next “contestant”, Dn13X’s son YXvpw. SXow'’s future looked bright, as his
father on1ax was convinced that he was the “chosen son”: mm Sxvpw 7

N3 O KDNTDA MYIN DRIV O3 11 Y19 ..0137 oha. o desired to associate
with this type of life style as the w170 writes, »ap» TIWVW Y TIIYH MM LS DY
7. K1 D IS T PIDDA D3 .11 1PY K KN L. YINA CEXD T773).

15. The story of v1> sheds light on our understanding of the chosen nation’s forma-
tion and confirms our assumptions. Not only must one be born into nin’s fam-
ily, but must be devoted to on1aK’s convictions, M3 APaTY” (272:X” TMIAT). LY,
who was expected to succeed onax, lost his opportunity because of his lack of
adherence to on1ax’s ideology. m1, v15’s descendant, seemed to pass the identi-
cal test that v failed. m1 clung to her mother-in-law, ', and refused to aban-
don her, my Top PHX WHN TWKI TOK 1350 TWK DK D TINK 21wH T 13 20IDN K
(LK M HIP) PPOK 7PN, As a result she was able to connect to the nation
from which v was detached. It is pertinent that their biographies and the dic-
tion of the mpwo describing them are parallel.

ml b
There is a famine in S yIX There is a famine in X7 yIX
) yielded her family and status as v yielded his status as a result of
a result of leaving X7 yIX. leaving Hx7w YIX.
) lost her husband and both of Both v15’s sons-in-law and his wife died
her sons. (if he had 4 daughters, then 2 died)
Y ND WY (0773K DY) VY LN

There are major discrepancies in the two biographies to clarify how m1 was
admitted into the chosen nation and v was rejected.
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(m:p) »109.1% Based on this assumption, 013K raised Sxvpw for thirteen
years to be the next father of the chosen nation. All expectations were
shattered when 'n revealed to oniax, (1:x2) *vr 75 Kk pny'a »>7. For an
unknown reason, Yxvpw» was not destined to be the chosen son.

There are two stages of Y5Xvpw’s inspection that are separated into
two OpI0 (KD & 1 @pD). Through this analysis, an additional requirement
to be the successor is revealed. He must possess a “chosen” father and mother,
giving him a positive influence from both sides.!” Therefore 1 pao relates
the story of 1an’s test and X2 P71 recounts YXxvpw’s own test.'® Like other
women in 72N, N tried having her maidservant bear her children; she
intended to adopt Yxvpw and provide the necessary education — max MK
(2:10) "mnn. Despite 17w’s intentions, however, 120 refused to relinquish her
child, thereby causing his expulsion — (7:10) "m»va 1733 Spnv.

In x> 19, the nn tells of those actions of bxvpw that render him
personally liable. Sxvpw’s conduct as a child was corrupt: 13 nx n7w KNV
(:x2) "pnyn ... 0. Once mature, he married a girl from oyn, outside the
family of on1ax (x2:X2), thus creating an absolute division between him and

m v
(MM2K) 7021 193 THID Mipn »>” (K":7) "PNK HYD YK T
(2722K) Y NH> MM mYy (772:37) pY» V> TION”
(MNy"mampaTmy. eeeeeeen
Instead of being drawn to riches, m- v1 abandoned tn1ax in search of a
stuck to her poor mother-in-law. land of riches »> Y7701 725 Y5 nx XY
"Mpwn nHo.

w3 depicts the woy n1ow of M7 in terms similar to the »15 7% of onnax. xawny
TNIoWH M THYD N THY .Owbw YN NPT KD OV OK 0HM TATHN YIK TON) TAK
771 BYD AW

m7’s success in connecting to the chosen nation and bearing the future king of
YKTw 13 was on account of 'na npaT mv. M1 had the ability to devote herself to
her beliefs and live a life as a Jew.

16. It appeared that he acquired the family np of Ton, as we see expressed when he
helped his father prepare the feast for their guests, "Inx mwYS LN W0 K AV
¢r:nm). "1 comments on this PP, "My 12> SXYPw: i that it was referring to
DRVDY.

17. This condition does not require chosen biological parents, rather that the two
most influential people in the child’s life are both chosen. Therefore vi5 origi-
nally had a chance because his “parental figures” were on1ax and nw.

18. See section about 1, for 1’s failure to pass her test, deeming her son unwor-
thy of the being chosen.

19. Later on during the time of 1¥>7212, his descendants displayed their rejection of
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the chosen nation.!” In addition, he made no attempt to return to his father
during the early years of his life, displaying his lack of understanding of the
importance of his father’s legacy — (2:X2) 713703 2 ST7.

Sxvow?, however, was a descendent of nn, so the 'n1 7x5» blessed 10
with m>13 which resembled those awarded to the chosen nation, most sig-
nificantly a promise of proliferation. His future does not include the prom-
ise of Yx7w* y7X because that is a gift intended exclusively for the chosen
nation.

DKVDY? Lyl 2!
(:10) "IV AKX N3IK 130 (3:1) 7TKD TRV TK N3IKY
(:10) 7370 99D KDY (7:W) VTV T 11D TAK 19D Yo OK?

230 was further informed, (3:10 FMWKI3) 113 55 7155317 OIK KD 717 KAV,
which X7 13X interprets to mean, “Initially Skvow will be successful against
all of his enemies but later will succumb to them.” This is in contradistinc-
tion to X7 »3, who are promised in the onan 3 m13 that they would
originally be downtrodden and afterwards elevated: ..m7av1...7u o a7
(0-1:1D) 91T WIDII IKY? 12 NN

Review: Yxypw = Fail

1. n»ox — He failed to return to on1ax; married outside the family of nn.
2. 7on — Unknown in the opwon.?°

3. Sk yIx — His children were given an inheritance outside bxw» yax.

D. pny

Test #1: (1:32) "2n9H Nwn MK”

0113K’s second son, pny?, was next in line for this tremendous oppor-
tunity. On a trip with his father, on1ax, to offer a137p to'n, pny realized that
they had neglected to select an animal and immediately reminded his fa-
ther of the necessity, (1:32) 2195 Nwn MK DYLM WRA MHA..23IX7, ONI3IK'S an-
swer, (M:32) "...Nw 19 KD WPHK?, was satisfying to pny' who obediently con-
tinued on with his father, (n:35) "7m onow 195, The test began as he was
tied up in preparation for his slaughter; the knife was raised, set to cut him,
yet he remained devoted to his father. The story concludes, (9:32) v 155,
the same language used in the beginning of the story. pny»’s astounding nnnx

the 170 of 7on as they cruelly gave 58w 23 salty fish and canteens of air when
they were in need of food (72 na71 n2K).
20. According to »w, he helped his father serve the guests.
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in 'n is reinforced by the w1To: ;1 WK , N3 PAY NX TPYY TNIIK PPIY NYYI”
;DMWY SDDN KDWY, TIVYNY PID D NTADH DN VIVTH KDY MM YK MN3 KK
(M:1) 79773) 7.0 1D HNDD KHX 137D TH Hvn K.

Test #2: "on X3 Ow WYY

pny» passed the test of nnoK, leaving him two additional challenges to
confront: 7on and 7w yIK. The oo depict only a few details concern-
ing his life, but these are enough to shed light on his personality. pny’s
wealth provoked jealousy among the mnw»o and forced wnwHs Ton Tomax
to demand that pny vacate: (") »TKp yo»p NPYY *> WYy 79 and seek out a
new location which, despite the famine, contained water. A segment of
77%’s inhabitants pursued pny?, claiming every property that he attempted to
settle, causing pny» to continuously relocate to new abodes.?! pny» displayed
his n7» of 7on and his behavior 171an5 o pa. According to the logic of the
non-Jewish world in which “first come, first served” is a generally accepted
principle, pny’s claim to the well because of his arrival prior to the advent
of the mnw™o, should prevail. Instead, pny» avoided dispute and relocated in
search of another well.

Review: pny» = Pass

1. nwox — Remained with onnax even as he was being tied down to be
slaughtered.

2. 700 — He avoided any fights with the mnwbs and was compassionate
towards .

3. Yk yIx — He lived there throughout his life.?

E. wy

The tests continue with the two sons of pny' and npa1, both poten-
tially endowed with equal opportunities to inherit the chosen nation. npa-
was enlightened with 'n’s perspective that 3py’ was the chosen boy: ) »w”
(32:712) "PYY T3V IM YHK? orbHY OO 1TID? TVOD PKD HW) 7033, causing P37
to love 3py’: (N2:n2) 73pY» NK NaNK NPT, pny» was unaware of this and there-

21. Relocating in search of water during a famine was extremely difficult, 3v7 mv
(N:v2) "yIK3. pny» was prepared to uproot himself and search for water three
times in order to remain separate!

22. pny did not leave >k yIx during his lifetime. When a famine broke out, he
anticipated a trip to @1y» but was stopped in 77 by ‘0, YIx3 1Dw YL TN HN
(K22) "T13 PNy’ M .. TOK K (see »©1 and 17an7). The w1To explains the rea-
son, (A:7’0 717713) "nHoY) Y-IN’D nYIN XY OK 00N 09 INKY.
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fore viewed his two sons according to his own preference: 1wy nx pny: anxn
(12:n2). From the fact that pny» loved wp, one can infer that 1wy possessed
certain virtuous qualities deserving of his father’s attention.

[t is naturally assumed that the negative descriptions of 1wy provided
by the o100, such as (M MTMN KLIMLA PITH) MY PA KNP T73PNY MY D7,
are definitive, however, there are w70 which paintwy in a different light.
wp knew how to properly observe the my» of ox1 3x T125: TYw3 BTN A K
DR K0 TMY "I T3 LYWW D O AN LYK PP WY N 10D 1IKD PInw.
The w110 compares wy’s service of his father to the service of a servant
towards a king [(M:75 770p) "mobp 33 wown w0 ax wowp miws’] and
elsewhere suggests that 3py was terrified of encountering his brother on
account of his excellence in this area — 71353 1011 52 pPoY KW - 12K K7 1D”
(3:35 o onan) 7ax. Another w10 writes about Wwy: T M NP A
(3%:1 MY PITV) "PaKY, that 1wy resembled pny’ (as is similarly written about
v and pny’ who both resembled on1ax). Thus, it is understandable that
pny loved wy.

The owon who take a derogatory view of wy argue that the pioo, 1>
(t2:12) "1 ¥ should not be interpreted positively but rather as a negative
attribute. 17a»7 understands that he would frequently place food in his fa-
ther’s mouth, deceiving his father into believing that he was virtuous. Moreo-
ver, "7 explains that wy would mislead his father by questioning him about
maw> in order for his father to believe he had a deep interest in n55n: 120>’
"INYPA PIPTH KW aX. pny’s love of 1wy can therefore be understood in one
of two ways. Either pny» loved wy because he was deceived about wy’s real
nature (1 and ya1n1), or pny’ loved his righteous son 3pw» and only loved
wy at those moments when he put food in his mouth. (p777, w10, and
mpm).

Following this brief analysis of the o170 and mw1on, WY’s character
remains somewhat bewildering. Examining the mpoo and the events that
transpired may be further enlightening.

Test: "nm>an nX wy 1
[t is interesting to note that the story of 3py and wv is strikingly
parallel to the story of pp and San.

1P and Han wyY and 3py
PP = INTIK WK WY = NTY WK
5an = )Xy N1 (a more passive job) apy = OHNK W On WK
5an copied his brother’s idea and his apyw stole his brother’s n>73

137p was accepted as opposed to 1p’s
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1p wished to kill an [and succeeded] wy wished to kill ap»

1p lost the inheritance wy lost the inheritance
(nw became the chosen brother) (of the chosen nation)
5an, the younger brother, died 3p» was forced to run away

If our operative thesis is applied to this story as well, wp can be per-
ceived differently. wy’s challenge was to sustain his “older brother status”
— recognize its value, and guard it at all costs. There are three stories in
which wy’s failure is evident.

wy, exchanging his birthright for food, acted rashly without consider-
ing long term consequences, as the 17107 writes, TYDN WwYM MY HIKW P77
i o e K5 ,onva. This attitude of instant gratification was facilitated
by his occupation, hunting.?* Since wyp did not understand the essence of
the n>3, he married a 'nn woman, outside of the family of n1n — nap pany
(M9212) NP3 pnyd M. He thus proved his lack of understanding of his
family’s importance and his opportunity and forfeited his rights to every-
thing.*

Only one other story about wy’s childhood is recorded, in which pny»
transfers DnN13K N33 to one of his sons.

DNIaK’s 1973 (:27) APYY’s 11973 (LI:1)
7INN T’D’DDD] T°233» 1273y "T173 72330 NIX TIAINY
"ANTND MNoWwN 5o T3 1293 7 OKD T’D nnnwn oYy MT3IvY

PTOR NI THO NN TAKD 13y

23. pr17 explains wy’s words, (3":172) "nM231 S KM MRS TN K T, as a reflec-
tion of his occupation, “He didn’t know if he would be alive from one day to the
next, "MW KpY NIPAN Y3 0P Y53 19017, leaving him no desire for the N3,
which would give him the rights to the inheritance after his father’s death. p17
implements this explanation in his understanding of why npaa loved pny as
opposed to 11Y,523 15D WYY TIYY ... NN TITI WY O 7773 THA IPY INw 29Y”
»...0m o 3pw, on the other hand, was willing to sacrifice the present for a better
future. XM 13K explains w’s rash actions as a result of his erroneous conclu-
sion that his father was not wealthy, having nothing to pass down to him. wy
was mistaken in his presumption that the nm>3 was limited to money.

24. By marrying outside of the family, wy failed the prerequisite of being part of the
chosen nation. Interestingly, when wp was later trying to regain his father’s
love, he married into the family of dxvnw: (v:n7).
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Finally understanding the importance of the nm>1 and the 1513, wyv
begged for his own 1273 — (195:12) »ax »x o) »37123”. The n573 that wy re-
ceived, (0:19) »TIY HVP 1Y NPT TR TWKD M TV TAK AN TPAA T390 Swv,
resembles the N33 of Sxvpw. XYY was promised that he would initially
be raised but subsequently be let down, as opposed to x7w m3 who were
initially let down ¢7v i 7)) and subsequently raised ¥1573 Ky 12 INKY)
.17, Thus wy would only be raised when 57w »3 were brought down.
This 1512 befits 1wy, for just as wy acted rashly for the sake of immediate
benefit, so too, in future times, he will only be successful for a limited time.

Review: wpy = Fail

1. nox — He did not understand the importance of the nm>3 and inherit-
ing all that pny» stood for and consequently married outside the family of
nan.

2. Ton — Maintained the n7p of ax 125, but the wIo» recognize no signs
of any other positive quality.

3. 9% yIx — He did not understand the importance of inheriting yx
DKW

F. 3py

Test #1: "n39pa onan wyany

The tests of 3pw are intertwined with the tests of wv.?® Contrary to
wp, whose test was to guard his rightful nm>3, 3pv’’s test was to acquire the
nmo3. He is described as (12:n2) "mbnx 3w on wk?, passively following his
older brother from the moment of birth: 3pya MAK 1T [3pW] PAK KY? 12 *INKY
(12:12) Y. 3pY’s awareness of the importance of the nM>31 awakened in
him an active desire to prevail.

Test #2: "vaw IKID IpY? KW

Fleeing from his family in order to escape his brother, he was prom-
ised both protection and those aspects of bn1ax 1273 that his father had not
articulated.?®

25. He did not automatically deserve it when wy failed. This can be seen by com-
paring 07K’s children. When »an was killed, it appeared that yp was the only
one left to inherit from his father. On account of his lack of credibility, he did
not acquire it by default, but rather o7x had a third son who deserved the inher-
itance.

26. He is given the promise of X7 yIK precisely as he is leaving H5x7w YK to
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073K apy
TLID ONAK T KT NAK WK YIKDY AKX O 1HY 30w NAK WK YIRDY
(L) 7.0 TV O:N2) 7L TV
(V) "YIRD IOV TV NK NPYY (T:M2) 7...Y IR IOV TV Y
(3:3%) "NNTIND ANdWY Hd 731073 (T:N2) "NHNTIRD ANdw» Hd 73 1073

apy was directed by his father to marry a woman from his uncle’s
house: own 75 NP1 7oK 23X HXIN A3 OIX 1HTD 5 O .YID INID AWK NPN KY”
(3-K:n2) 1135 mMyap nwx and he obeyed — (:n2) »...125 BX BIK MTD oW,

apw settled into his uncle 135’s house, married both of 125’s daughters,
xS and bn7, and appeared to be setting up a permanent home. One day, 'n
appeared to 3py’ to remind him of his focus: mnK TRTHWH TMaK YIK K 1w
(:X9) »1ov. This command was the opposite of the one nn1ax had received:
7LINTORD TYIKD 15 757, 3pw’s challenge was not to travel to a foreign place
to undertake a new lifestyle, rather to return to a familiar place where his
life was in danger, with only the words »7py iKY to relieve his fears. Cor-
rectly predicting that 135 would make it difficult for him to leave, apw left
secretly. He legitimately feared returning to his angry father-in-law and
moving forward, as well as meeting his homicidal brother wy.

Although his delay in returning to >x7w* v7x may seem to reveal some
deficiency in his allegiance, his true connection to Yk yIX was revealed
by his later hesitation to go to o¥p at qov’s invitation. Despite expecta-
tions that he would be eager to see his beloved son, 3py» was skeptical about
departing from S YK and only agreed to leave when promised: Sx”
7.1V D) TOVK IKI NIDMIYD THY TIK 2K 0P TOWK 51T M5 0 Iyn 170 KN
(7-211). 3p» also made gov and the rest of his sons swear to bury him in y7x
ORI (KD-02:01 ,KD-02:0), finally displaying his understanding of Sk yK’s
importance and the dangers in abandoning it. He teaches that if there comes
a time where one must leave Yx7w* yX, he should be careful not to get too
comfortable and lose sight of that which is genuinely important.

apv’s no of o1 is evident in his conduct towards 135, where in spite
of multiple instances of trickery, he behaved with great composure and con-
trol of his anger towards his fellow man. It was only when 135 chased 3py
and accused him falsely that a3py» was finally upset, but was quick to make

remind him of its importance. [t was then that 3p»> made a special 17) asking 'n
to protect him from the tremendous dangers that he was facing as he aban-
doned his country, and promising to fulfil his mission when he was allowed to
return.
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peace and eager to make a treaty with him.?

Review: 3py' = Pass

1. nox — Left 135 and returned to Y& YK to face wy.

2. Ton — Was patient in his dealings with 12>.

3. 5x7w Yk —ii He did not want to leave Y& yax and travel to my» and
requested to be buried in Yk yIx.

0o +% ¢%
0‘0 0‘0 0‘0

As noted above, every successor of on1ax was required to have a cho-
sen mother and father. Before n1n, the men were the only important factors
in the list of generations, evidenced by the list of mTn in which only the
men are mentioned. After n7n, the list of generations becomes more spe-
cific and the men and women are viewed as equally important. In the narra-
tives following the birth of nan, the mnpx play an essential role in the for-
mation of the chosen nation and thus were tested to the same extent as the
max. They had to be descendents of the family of n1n and have the three
chosen qualities.

G.nmw

o113k, tested until proven worthy of becoming the o yon ax, had his
name modified from §73X to 013K, N7w’s name, changed from »w to N,
received the same additional letter, symbolizing the same promise. Further-
more, in the w170, 17w is equated with oNIaK, ,(L:N 97TP) "0 YA NI ONIIK?
(KP:RX7N M) Db K @335 K ,T905 1930 oyon »h 1w oniax’. How can
17w be compared to oniax? What actions did she perform that deemed her
worthy of the high status of being the “mother” of the chosen nation?

First, 91n explain that n1w was a descendent of n1n.2® This fact can be
demonstrated by the mpoo in which oniax explained to To»ax that mw

217. 3py also displayed the 171 of 7on, which is hinted to in some of his actions. THv
"7 3pYr ("2:179). According to the K03, 3p» was cooking lentil soup because
pn1ax had died and he was being Yax orn to his father (v 372). Svn jaxn nK Ha
(:072) 7139 1KY NIK PN ININ 1D,

According to »v1, 3py alone returned to the camp, in search of his owp mno.
He could have burdened a servant with this dangerous mission, but rather he
went back himself.

28. 1501 .120 13K 195D 23K 17N N3 L. 0w TID TN BI3IN PN I0RW 177 D N3 NIen Y
(NPD THNN WITY) "Mn» Thwn DD KHnan 1w K.
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was really also his sister, (3:0) "0 3K na »nnx oy.2

Test #1: "nx XD ND* NWNK D"

(D 71920) INOKY ,DWAK ,aNT 17w ,0M3 PN Mo D) PIIN’. Beauty is
an extremely dangerous feature bestowed upon individuals in order to test
them. 7w, on account of her beauty, was seized by the king of omyn, but
emerged untouched.

Although the nmn does not provide details of the events that befell
m7w in NYI9’s chambers, it is possible to surmise what happened through
comparison with other stories in 7n. 17w apparently refused to sleep with
the king of yp and, through the help of 'n, came out unscathed.

Test #2: .25 N> K> 13K NWK NWw”

7w was an 17pY, unable to have children. At the same time on1ax
was promised a son, (T:10) *TwI K1 TYOY K¥ TwK OK 27, 17w understood the
significance of on1ax’s having children, although she herself could not pro-
duce them. Two alternatives presented themselves: she could sacrifice her
husband’s opportunity of bearing 'n’s chosen nation, or she could sacrifice
her own opportunity, allowing her husband to have another wife, displaying
her dedication to on1ax and his mission. nw chose the latter and forfeited
what she believed to be her only opportunity to give birth to the chosen
nation, (3:1) "MPH MK X NNOY X K K37.%° P17 explains these words as
n7w’s anticipation to adopt the baby as her own, nwK> nnow 15 1Kk 5 I
(K:TD) )32 9D P DD MHIXK DX,

29. There is a npny if this statement made by on73x is to be understood literally.
»pa, a7, 073w, 701 and 777 all believed that it was literal. X7t 1ax believed
that o2k only said it due to the pressures of the moment, so as not to be killed
for lying to the king.

30. 1, nw’s maid, became pregnant with a son. It appeared as though this son,
Sxwpw, would succeed his father nmax. Taking this into account, 130 no longer
behaved as a mere maid, but rather as the genuine wife of oniax (the nipy”
'man) replacing nw. As a result, nw tortured 70 until she ran away and later
dismissed her from on1ax’s house. The waTn and wwaon disagree regarding
n7w’s possible justification in torturing 73 and expelling her. na7 nwxa claims
CR:M7) 9773) P[ANDA KDW] KIOAY Mo TIwY 132 kD N7, implying that she was virtu-
ous throughout her life. 1190 illustrates nw’s actions in a positive light, mym
NTIVWYN KDY PIAW T 1,7 ORI Man YD K 10w KD ,NN713) DK v N1an KO .
P77 disagrees, Lo MTDON NTH K5 ,ANLYY KN 1MADD AT OK TwpHRd 15 KT P
»THPY 1O 10 KD NI Anpww 1n ...naw. He also describes 1an’s conduct, deeming
her deserving of this treatment, 7233 n»AN 2 ,7MHHY M BIIK VI KD 1D NAWN?
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Test #3: »...nw5 13 M N NY> THX WK w”

n7w overheard a conversation between oniax and their three guests,
claiming that she herself would bear a son. nw responded in disbelief, pnyn”
(2%:11) 7P TR MYTY S AR b3 INK KD N37p3 Nw, and laughed. That her
reaction was displeasing is evident in 'n’s response, K>o...17 npny M pY”
(T:1) *...737 'np. In contrast to on1ax who laughed out of joy, her laugh
stemmed from disbelief in her physical ability to bear a child (see yan7) and
therefore denied her laughter — (v:m) "n1w wnonr — and lied — »npny x5,
yani clarifies the scenario in order to shed light on n7w’s actions. Through-
out the guests’ visit, n7w remained inside the tent. As a result, 17w never
saw her guests and could not know that they were really 'n »ox5» and there-
fore did not believe their news. When onaax confronted her, she denied her
laughter out of fear of her husband, not realizing that the accusation was in
fact directed from 'n. Based on this analysis, one may claim that she failed
test #3 and therefore needed another test of nyox (similar to test #1) to
determine whether she was worthy to have the chosen son.

Test #4: ™73 m...01713K Owp YO

Once more on1ax was faced with a situation where he must warn his
wife about her beauty and remind her of the strategy that they utilized in
oyn. It seems unfathomable that this unusual occurrence would happen
twice to a 90-year-old woman, yet, as a result of 'n’s need to retest N, it
transpired again. Descriptions of n7w’s beauty reached 75max, the king of

PMYN MWKY AN M MYRD NN A K. 1737 maintains that she was held
liable for her actions, X799 Xmw 13 19 1IN 7MY DK N VLYY ..MV 17 WOK INLA”
MY PP 9O 1Y OAT3INK VI YD TN,

There are also disputes among the ow77» and ow1o» regarding nw’s later deci-
sion to expel 1n and Sxypw: from their home. ,nwan Hmd 7w Y »apy
(@w omn HYa) 'nww) displays her actions in a negative light. 7113 nx 0w XM
L7 S NN3W N ,PY DI MK NTEOY 0K D 1PN MNw 13 170N D BA13K 13 KD
7...IDY TIDY 173N 11 KD NKP T 7 1t KD 20,1t 1301 KOK MK 7w IKIP T K
(mp Kn M presents her actions positively.

We can understand this situation according to our theory as follows. n7w, once
more, was confronted with two choices; she could abandon onax, leaving n
to continue the nation, or fight to regain her status. This test resembled the test
of v (see above). She had to choose between securing on1ax’s ideals inside of
her by fighting for her former position, or effortlessly letting 12n succeed. Hop-
ing to regain her status as the main wife, 17 confronted . 17307 ¢2:7v) writes
about nw’s devoutness, INEX K113 ,19YKD YD NPNTA KD DNIIKD NYKMY KD 17w
YK KN,
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97, and he seized her. o11ax was once again powerless to rescue his wife.
17w was faced with two alternatives: to leave on1ax and sleep with the king,
or to do everything in her capacity to be freed. Based on what happened in
7y», one can assume that nw chose the latter and turned to 'n for means
of an escape. Consequently, ' liberated her and rewarded her by giving her
a baby boy who would be the heir to the chosen nation.

Review: niw = Pass

1. mmwx — Turned to God and adhered to oniax in all situations.

2. 7on — Cooked for the 3 mwoxHn.

3. Y%7 vk — Followed her husband to bx7w» y7x twice: once at 75 7> and
secondly after refusing nv1o in wAyp.

H. »n

In ¥v P9, 72N married 013k and as a result of becoming pregnant,
began behaving as the man npy instead of the insignificant nnow (see »w
and p7717) a form of conduct which infuriated nw: KM WYY 1733 SpPMY
(N-T:10) *THY 'opn B13x X nw. Consequently, nw tormented i — mwny
»7p and induced her to abscond — (:1v) *mop n1any. This was 1an’s down-
fall; if 130 had completely grasped the notion of the "n2:n oy’, she would
not have withdrawn from on1ax regardless of her suffering. [She acted dif-
ferently than n7w, who remained with on7ax through all the calamities that
she confronted.’!] Consequently, 130 forfeited her opportunity and in the
following P79, on1ax was told that nw, in fact, would be the one to have
the chosen son. As a result of the rule established earlier, that each succes-
sor must have a chosen mother and father, as well as his own failings indi-
cated above, bxvpw® was rejected, as evident in X*2 paD.

L. npan

mw »n nwIo begins by relating an unconventional “pTw story” in
which np37 needed to prove her willingness to offer both TmwHx and his
camels water (see »w7 and XY 13K).

Test #1: "pny™ »ab nwx NNpYY”
Arriving at the well of »1m 07K, after a long journey, 71K asked 'n to

31. There are also w717o that maintain that 0 served Nt nMaw after being dis-
missed by oniax. This proved her lack of nyox in 'n, which automatically dis-
qualified her from the “competition” for the chosen nation: n719) MW *INN?
EYOP:RM TN W DYYNI 7Iwp) NAwna 7N Ak ma "HX NTIVI ONIIND.
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produce a scenario whereby the future wife of pny» would provide him with
water and offer to feed his camels. What was the purpose of this stratagem
as opposed to asking directions to on1ax’s relatives?

There were three conditions necessary for one to be part of oniax’s
chosen nation: 1. 7on, 2. MoK, 3. Desire to live in D)X yx. The 7av’s test
was to find a gitl from the family of n1n who embodied these qualities. npa-
passed the test of 7oM: 7...aKEK THVIY T TOKM MPLND HIM..HTK ANY TOKNY
(D-M:TD), as Y7 writes, DY 133 DYDY KT KTD TTON MOV KNNW 1D K KT
(T:72) ’DNN3N.

Test #2: »THK”

At first glance, it seems that the conversation that took place be-
tween the 72v and npa7 related only to her family and to where he would
sleep that night. The mpoo, however, narrate that np31 ran home to inform
her family about this foreign man, 1p37 »37 AKX WHEIL..ONA NK 1K Y
(9:72) 7...wKN OK 13T N KD 1NNK, emphasizing that she relayed his words to
her family. Thus,it is likely that the 73v spoke about a substantial issue,
such as his purpose in o7m o7X. The negotiations began as ™K strategi-
cally recounted his phenomenal tale of discovering npa1. All were con-
vinced that "137n Ky ‘N agreeing, 757K 139 MWK AM T AP 799 NPT MN”
(K>-:T2) ”11 727 TwK2, until the following morning when 135 and his mother
began to object. npa1’s second test, to leave her father’s house and birth-
place, in order to follow a stranger and marry a man about whom she knew
nothing resembles the original test of on7ax — mamy TNTHWM 7¥IND 15 T
(K:3%) "TRIK TWK YINA DX TaN.

onIaN P37
(X:3) 7T 1Y (M:T72) "TON”
Left his homeland, birthplace, and Left her homeland, birthplace,
father’s house and father’s house
Went to an unknown place Went to an unknown place
Was promised 12720 IXK THp0Y Was promised ww nx o w
"MHIN NNOWN 5 T3 KlAel's)
Was promised n>73 ... 707K Was given jewelry and riches
Traveled to Hxw yIX Traveled to & yIX

npa7 responded, (M:12) »79x”. The opoo depict her actions, npa1 opny
7...M327M 1wy, as gently guided by Tmwdx: (x0:72) "npa nx Tavn mpw. It
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thus remains unclear from the o whether the initiative began with npa-
or whether she allowed herself to be passively ‘taken’ (similar to the ambi-
guity regarding v19: 019 1K O vs. "0 NX...073K np). Unlike o9, however,
once she saw pny’, she chose to remain with him and the family of on1ax,
separating herself from her family.

Review: npaa = Pass

1. nnox — She separated from her family in order to marry pny.

2. 7on — She supplied oniax 7av and his camels with water to drink.
3. 5x7 yIx — She abandoned her home to live in Yx7w» yIX.

J. 51

Test #1: "nKS K71 M WPa3 Y

The most vital piece of information for the story is ">n71 nx 3py» anxwy
(m:v2). Imagine the story from n~’s perspective. It was her wedding night
and she was exhilarated, as she had waited patiently for seven long years to
marry her beloved. The hour was approaching, the sun went down, she pre-
pared herself, when suddenly, she saw her father leading her older sister to-
wards the wedding. What could she do? She could scream and dash into
apw’s room to warn him. Obviously>n1 did nothing of the kind as she watched
her sister take her place, allowing 3py» to be deluded until the morning:
"AIKD KN M Tp33. The K03 writes, nmnK T3 mmnbao ANk, DpMw SN amm’
(K¥" 7"T) ... ipmw, conveying Yn7’s virtue of 7on. The w1 Tn expands upon
this 07, Twwp MAK D N ,KINOXYTIK T3 ,)0 1D NIOK 29 ONKWIN ,IPY’ 15 ION?
TONwD ,A1OND TIXD 1Y 0N ,IKNII PHK PAK LD IOKLTNDD MK N KD DD
N33) "O)H»0n 719 1701 2 MNK PPN Y ,1353 DN N3N ,Ampna KD NK DY
(2op xn3. Not only did 5n7 remain silent, but according to the w7Tn she
even revealed to N> her private signals that she had arranged with apy, in
order not to embarrass her sister. Her n1n of 7on was tested and she passed
test #1. Soon after >n1 married 3py as well, and came face to face with a life
in which she had to share the man that she loved with her older sister.*

Test #2: "mpy SN
At first, the situation appeared promising for 5n4, since apv’’s love for

32. The w7» wants us to learn from this story what 5n7’s primary intentions were.
bn1 wanted to martry 3p?, not only because she loved him but also due to her
realization that he was a link in the formation of the chosen nation and there-
fore, CTER?Y T773) PMARD I 0D TN MW XTI HK PK OK NIDK7.
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her exceeded his love for x> and he treated her accordingly, but then mis-
fortune struck. bn1 realized that she did not have the ability to bear chil-
dren. Moreover, her older sister, with whom she was competing, became
pregnant.

Each had an advantage and a disadvantage over the other. nx> had
children but lacked 3py’s love, whereas >n1 had 3py’s love but lacked chil-
dren. nxb, therefore, desperately wanted 3py»’s love in order that he would
choose her children and 5n1 was desperate to have the ability to bear the
chosen children: (3:5) 72k nnp px Ox O3 S NI,

517 had two choices. She could enjoy her husband’s love and forget
about children and the chosen nation or she could relinquish more of her
husband’s love in attempt to bear children and remain part of the upcoming
nation. Following in n7w’s footsteps, b chose the latter option, requesting
of 3py to marry her maid, nna.» bn succeeded in devoting herself to apw
and the concept the of Jewish people.

Test 3: "133 kT T0 H X D7

Following the birth of four sons to x5, two sons to each of their maids,
and another two sons to nxY, 3py’s relationship with nx> became strength-
ened. This is evident through the names of the mwvaw. The older children
have names that reflect despondence on nxY’s part: 12187 — 3 3 1 K7
MK 1IN NY and o — MK KLY 2 1 wow 127, but the later children’s
names are increasingly confident: T — »n nx nTK OYo”, without refer-
ence to being unsuccessful in attracting 3p»”’s attention (R’ Hirsch). As a
result, >n1 began to lose her special relationship with 3py as his love was
divided between four wives. The extent of Yn’s desperation is apparent
through the story of the mx™17T, in which x5 received flowers from her eld-
est son 121x7 and N1 wanted them. X7ty 1ax and P17 cite an opinion that
these flowers were an aid for women to get pregnant, teaching that bn1 was
willing to give up a night with 3p» in order to have a plant, which may
have helped her chances of bearing the chosen nation.

Test #4: "nKM YIND 10 KY”

5n lived in o3 oK, in the house of 135, her entire life. Even after
her marriage, her husband moved immediately into her house. After the
birth of qov, the family moved to a distance of only three days from her

33. In the beginning, »n1 relied on her husband and his love, waiting for him to
pray for her, as his father had done for his mother (an7). 3py» alerted her to the
reality that he could not help her, »2:x wpbx nnnn” ¢a:%), and she then realized
that she needed to put in the effort and take matters into her own hands.
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father’s house. One day, 3py’ returned home to inform his wives that it was
time for them to journey to his homeland, 15 y3x. There were two poten-
tial reactions to his statement: either in the negative — “Absolutely not,
you never mentioned when we got married that you were planning on leav-
ing my house,” or in the affirmative — “We will follow you wherever you
go.” bn1and nx5 chose the latter. They agreed: 5o...0»ax 1233 a5nn P50 15 T
(O-T:KD) Y THOX TPHK VK WK DD 1AV 19D 1ARD PR DY WK Twdn.
Without any arguments or negotiations, >N and x> agreed to leave their
homeland to travel to a foreign land, a land that would become theirs and
their children’s forever.?

Review: bn1 = Pass

1. mwx — Remained devoted to 3p»» and continued hoping and trying to
bear a child to continue the chosen nation.

2. 7on — 5n1 displayed her nTn of 70N as she silently acquiesced to her
sister’s marriage to 3p». According to the w1Tp, she gave up her oo
with 3py in order that nxb would not be embarrassed.

3. HKIw yIK — 57 was willing and eager to abandon her homeland and
move to a new life in vy yIX.

K. xS

Test #1: "nK> nKHw >
Now imagine the above stories from 1x>’s perspective. How would

34. Asaresult, >n7’s final wish was granted by having children who were part of oy
5K, (V™:"D) "Bnd M3 KN NNI9K 777 13p, and her burial site became the loca-
tion where Y%7 »a would come to weep. [t states in 53 /1) VW) VI HP? WO
TYVI DI TR W N IK 11D ANK D 7113 DY T KD 193 DY 153 D01 NN
(PO-TRD) N300 T3 131 1 OK) TR ow w10 N Tn. The wITo writes, Nyop”
;T NANK DIANNK TTIY P THDH IT 1) ,T9Y D 137 NIOKI 173PN DY HHK NI
IR YD )HDID OKIWY DT WM TR LIW MK IDDRIW DY YIY KIKD a3 TIV
HYIY NYTIM LAYV D VTV D ,TRD TV I3TR DY NP PIINK D33 DI obNd
MHIADY MDYV MNNY 1D IR ,HDHANY 1K HIN KW 1T PIINK 121N DY 102D 19 MDD
MNKY N0’ 93w HYIY MINK 195N 37091 ,719NY KYN KDY MK DY MpNN X MKN DK
AW VDN ANN AR KOK T KD ,5N7 KW NaD Kiw T2 HYab nonw onon DD
P2 KDWY 1T 73T 3T DI HY P3Iwn K NPMY KN L,N0Y 13TH 70 KN, MOK OY 20w
IOV OT) W3 HKY HK NN ,1DIND PNKNIN K1 ,N3 MKP K9 Y TON MOoN 2 MInK Mpd
DRROP D MDD NN TYPY N THN NNKYL,NDIND AR KDY DY 17y NN KD 19K
DI TV ,ONYID 02 DIK WYY 3TN NINN HID O ,pHHD 13 PRY TYHX NTAYH
(2K KNNND) "BMPHY DX AKX PN HK DN 233 , 0K 7173pn D rona.
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you feel if your younger sister was about to be married to a man who truly

loved her and your father forced you to marry him instead, knowing that he

does not love you? nx> found herself married to a man who preferred her

sister, hated her, and treated her only a little better than the maidservants.

x5, despite these circumstances, perceived a greater goal and a sufficient

motive to remain with her lot. She devoted herself to 3py» despite the pain

and loneliness, because she realized that by adhering to 3py, her children

would be given the opportunity to be the heirs to the chosen nation of 'n.

This opportunity outweighed any physical or emotional pleasures that she

could have in a marriage of love. Her test was an investigation of her devo-

tion, and how much torture she could tolerate for her children’s benefit:

1. Her younger sister was the "man napy”.

2. When 1py was scared of meeting wv, he hid 5n1 and 7ov in the back,
behind xb.

3. apw favored 7o, bn7’s child and gave him a special coat, a oo nmn>, to
display it.

4. She knew that she was hated and named her children accordingly (see
above).

It is interesting to note that 3pw' favored Sn1 but 125 favored nx5. 135
tricked 3py into marrying nx5 and inspected Sn7’s tent to a greater extent
as he was searching for his won, displaying his distrust of her. 135 sent bn1,
not 1KY, to watch his sheep and supply them with water. It seemed that nx>
was the older, special daughter who received special treatment. Once they
were married to 3py, the tables turned and bn7 was treated as the “favorite
one” and nxY as the “hated one.” It is twice as difficult to pass a test when
one is in a situation that is foreign and antithetical to the one to which he
is accustomed. This was the challenge for n7 and nx5. They both succeed
in adhering to 3py' and both were therefore chosen to be mothers of the
chosen nation.

x> had four sons before bn1 had a child through nmb3, and six sons
before bn1 had any of her own. She had ample opportunity to make fun of
517 and make her life more miserable — as nyo later did to rmn (x P19 X HXIOW)
Ai— but 1x5 did not take this opportunity and proved to be a kind person
with mTn of 19an> o1k pa. The wao further develops this nTo: p7 K MW7
MNDWN N NVIIKY IO INY IYY ,IPYVD IKYD DTNY DLIW TwY OIY ,NI0KI 1PYYI
7T INKY AN 13D 1097 TY ,mMnNown 10 NNK2 NK KN KD 901 OX ,0TwY N
(.0 m>13) »n3. This sensitivity for her sister’s feelings is also evident in an-
other w170 which depicts x5 going out of her way to save her sister embar-
rassment: »93 7INK KOw ,1IKD DY ANHMHY HY TTHH LXK KD - INIKIPD KD XYY
(P KT 7L TT73 0 Ipn KX, 019D IMNK.
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In the end, both nx5 and 51 received their wishes. b>n7 wished for
children, and was buried in a location where all of Yx7® »3 would come to
pray, and x5, who was desperate for 3py»’s love, was buried next to 3p» in
NYY 7DDV (TOP XN I "IKDD TID apY ...1HDonN NIYNa by NTD”.

It is evident from these stories that both bn1 and nxb passed their tests
and thus together formed the chosen nation. When m- was later married to
113, the p1oo states, AR TN HI TWX KD HAID T3 DX IKIN WK DK 710
(K:T M) 7.0 Ny DKW 3.

Review: nxb = Pass

1. nox — Remained devoted to 3py regardless of his hatred towards her.

2. 7on — She did not tease N7 despite the satisfaction she would have
received.

3. 5K yIK — KD was willing without questioning or arguing to leave her
homeland and move to 135 YIX. to be buried in X7 YIX.

o ¢% ¢%
0’0 0’00‘0

To conclude, this paper has demonstrated that the entire family of
nan was endowed with the potential to be the future max and mnnx of the
chosen nation. Each member was therefore tested in order to prove that he/
she possessed the three chosen qualities: 7on, nnox, and an understanding
of the importance of 587w yIX. After the original pair was chosen, their
successors were required to have both the chosen mother and father in order
to perpetuate the chosen nation. The goal of mwx33 79D is to record the
lives and challenges of nn’s family helping bx7w %3 to understand why the
max were chosen to formulate the Jewish nation.*

*  With Sincerest Gratitude to all those who inspired this year-long endeavor:
Rabbi Avishai David, Rabbi Alan Haber, Rabbi David Katz, Rabbi Josh Berman,
Mrs. Aliza Segal, and Mordy Friedman
Special Thanks to everyone who dedicated their time to editing this paper: Yael
Wieselberg, Anna Adelsky, Elana Norin, Meira Russ, and Elanit Rothschild
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1o 90 and 0yn NXoy: A Study in Contrasts

Miriam Vishniavsky and Tami Schwimmer

AT THE END OF THE nwx3 13 PERIOD, yo’s task as a K1) was to
chastise Yk oy for turning away from 'n. His 190 predicts the imminent
ny that would result from their sins. 107 speaks of the impending destruc-
tion of 7 oy in his time. Many ideas in 10 790 parallel themes in 790
mow, deliberately contrasting the redemption and salvation from oyn with
the destruction and exile to b33.

The mwTpn (initiations) of both w7 and nw» contained elements of
fire. One of 17Y’s first visions was of a moy o, a boiling pot. ma“» com-
ments that the fire under the pot symbolized destruction. Similarly, in =90
mnw, 0 introduced Himself to nwn through a burning bush. Unlike the fire
under y'p1’s pot, however, this fire was not destructive; it burnt the bush
but did not consume it. The wxa 73 mpo symbolized the pain that 'n felt for
the sufferings of bx7w 13, and was accompanied by a promise to redeem oy
Ok from oyn. Although both mwTpn included a symbolic element of
fire, the fire in y»7’s nwTpPn was one of death and destruction while the fire
in nwn’s NwTPN was one of rebirth and redemption.

Another symbol common to both mwpn is a staff. nwn’s staff brought
about the mo» which punished ny1o and saved Yxw» »a. w7, though, saw
a Tpw Yp», which symbolized Sk 13’ destruction.

The missions of the two mX3) contrast each other as well. nwn’s mis-
sion was to bring X7 »a from MY /mMT3Y to MHNKY/MIn as they received the
nmn and journeyed to YX7w YIX. 1 7’s mission, on the other hand, was to
bring them out from the mn of k7w yIx to the m of Haa.

Another story connected with mayn» n) that may be compared to
17 is that of qov. gov’s dreams were quasi-prophecies. When he related
them to his brothers, they became so enraged that they threw him into a
pit. The poo describes the pit: 70w 13 pX P N3Ny (12:15 WwKI3). From there,
901 was sold to o1y» and soon after, imprisoned. 7, too, received mxia
that infuriated his listeners. wpTy and the nation became so angry with
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o7 that they threw him first into jail and then into a pit, described as
"I PR NA3Y (RMD).

w79 removed fo» from jail because of his extraordinary ability to
interpret his dream and nov then gained respect and power in omyn. He
used his new power to save his family from the famine in 3. 107, how-
ever, remained in jail until @bw 1 was finally captured. He never earned
respect as qov did, rather he continuously lost the respect of the people.
Instead of saving Y& ov, o foretold the nation’s destruction. nor and
w7 had similar experiences and suffered many of the same torments, but
their stories ended in opposite ways. qov ultimately saved his nation; 1™
saw them through their downfall.

1T 190 describes the complete destruction of the people: 'n 737 'n
(3-K:1D) MM OPPRa.L.D)3 T P KDY AWK TY npn KS..05K. 1 forbade wn to
marry or have children. This may be contrasted to Y& »3 in oyn. There,
they multiplied at an unbelievable rate. 1:x mnw says, 1¥7wn 199 ST VIV
"MK YINA KODM TRD TRDI WYL 137, 7 quotes a w17 that states that 23
Sk had six children at one time. While the generation of nwx1 3 1370
was forced to cease multiplying, the generation of 1yn» nxy could hardly
stop.

The two generations are contrasted not only at the birth of their chil-
dren, but also at their deaths. The people who died in the time of the de-
struction of pwx1 M3 and the exile to 533 were not given proper burials:
P APTRD M9 DY BT 1793 KD 1TOD KD 1 WKIDAN D (T30 0 T). So
many people died that they lined the streets and were consumed by mw
opwi. Conversely, the generation of myn nxyr was very careful about proper
burial; they carried no1’s bones in the desert for forty years from oyn to YK
DKW,

When speaking of the destruction of Yk 1 »3, 1 says, DINK WK NPMON
", [IONI KD APHT VIT3 1) 723 (M:X2 107). These phrases are often associ-
ated with Xy, but are rarely used when discussing destruction. It is inter-
esting, however, that when 'n speaks of destruction, He places 7 with mmwv)
and » with npn, but when He speaks of nixy, the words are arranged
differently, 0 mpw ,mwv) L.

There is another parallel between the exodus of the Jews from oyn
and the descent of the Jews into m"). In the time of v»,'n commanded oy
SK to leave mHw1 1 and subject themselves to the command of )11,
yet many still hoped to fight and overcome the enemy. In response, 'n prom-
ised to destroy those who stayed in >k yx and save those who submitted
to33 75p. In the time of byn Xy, 'n wanted to bring Y7 »3 out of o y»
and into %7 yIX. Those who left y» were saved, while those who re-
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mained were destroyed, similar to the situation in the time of 7. The
ironic difference is that in the time of w7, those who remained in yIx
Sxw were destroyed while in the time of Dyp nxy, those who left na to
enter HXTw YIX were the ones saved.

The contrasts set up by the x21) reflect Sk oy’s behavior. By diso-
beying ' in the time of w07, Yx7w Dv essentially showed a lack of the minx
that was required of them as a result of being saved from oyn. They lost the
message of »1yn nxy, and therefore needed to be reminded of 'n’s presence
and His ability to save and destroy. In order to demonstrate this, 'n acted
upon 5K OY in a way which directly opposed His saving them from oyn.
When they could no longer remember 'n’s greatness through 7on, He acted
upon them with y7. 07 chose his words carefully in order to point out to
his generation that they were breaking down that which had been estab-
lished at the time of »1y» nx¥. Since they began to act in ways contrary to
their forefathers, 'n mirrored their behavior, reversing the o1on He performed
for the oyn wy» 7.

, D100 NKYI AWy KD Y Awn P IK
A(3IX2 NYVPAY MYR) DOLIPD NKYI Y T AN DT PN
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The Right to be Wrong

Sarah C. Davis

IN " mnw, THE nin DESCRIBES HOW 5, nwn’s father-in-law, heard
news about X7 13 and went to them, bringing nwn’s wife and two sons
with him. Not long after arriving at the camp, he felt compelled to offer his
son-in-law some unsolicited advice. 19 saw nwp sitting in judgment of the
people from morning to night and protested, 2ov> nww ANK TWK A 92370 N”
239D TV W3 o THY 3¥) Tva D2 T35 3wy ANK M. Presumably, he was
bothered by the fact that the people were burdened with having to stand in
line all day waiting for a turn to ask their questions because nwnwas the only
one serving as vow.

nwn responded that the people were coming to him "mpidKx w117y,
According to o’aw1, he was explaining why no one else was qualified to do
this job with him, because he was the only one accustomed to speaking with
'n in such a way that he could ask ' to judge their cases. He then went on to
elaborate on what it was he was doing: the people brought him court-type
cases for his judgment, and also came to learn vnmim 'n 'pin. Apparently,
nwnwas saying that no one else had the ability to judge and teach Torah like
he did, because only he had the ability to ask 'n Himself when he didn’t
know the answer: anyone else would have to rely solely on his own knowl-
edge and logic, without the benefit of 'n’s confirmation that the decision
was correct. 17, however, was still not satisfied, on the grounds that nwn
simply could not do this job well enough on his own; he needed help, and
there must be a way to deal with smaller matters, while serving himself as a
one-man “Supreme Court”. nwn decided to take his father-in-law’s advice;
he chose the judges and set up the system.

What is behind this exchange between nwn and 19m? Perhaps this
debate can be understood on a deeper level as an issue of nmow, a question
of how 'n nn can and should be transmitted to X7 v on a day-to-day,
practical, continuous basis. nwn believed that only he, of all x7w »1, was
qualified to answer mxw for the people, because he was the direct link with
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71127. Even if he would teach what he knew to others so they could serve as
judges and teachers, there would still be something lacking, since there was
always a chance of error in transmission or individual logic, so that it would
be impossible to determine with certainty what 'n wants in a given situa-
tion. Because no matter how intelligent the wvow are, how carefully they
transmit exactly what they think they learned — only nwn, with the ability
to ask 'n and receive a direct answer, could be sure.

11, on the other hand, felt that although nw»’s way might be ideal, it
was practically impossible: one person simply could not do all this alone.
Moreover, although he didn’t mention this point outright, it is clear that
mwp would not be around forever; if he didn’t set up a (relatively) reliable
system of human transmission now, while he was still around to supervise
and get the system going, what would happen after his death? v main-
tained that there are people qualified enough to serve as the transmitters of
Torah, given that there is a necessity for some system of transmission bey-
ond nwn: they may not have the confirmation of direct communication
with 'n, but they can still be "vy3 K NoX MWIK DPHK XD 2N WK, which is
good enough — at least for the “small” matters. After hearing 11n”’s argu-
ment, nwn decided to follow it, immediately choosing ">n 'wix” (leaving out
the rest of the qualifications suggested by 11, implying that he’d been con-
vinced even beyond what 111 said) to judge small matters and bring him
the difficult cases (not the “big” issues, as11m had termed it — an important
distinction, though not within the scope of our discussion here).

Why did nwn take 11n’s advice? In v poo, 11n implied that 'n would
want nwp to take his advice ("Tpy @pHXK *M...LoW”), and in > P1D he im-
plied that his advice should only be taken upon approval from Him. Yet
there is no sign of nw» seeking or receiving this approval before going ahead
with the plan. How does he know 'n wants him to follow 11’s suggestion,
even though it will probably lead to passage of incorrect judgments as a
result of natural human error, rather than staying with his own approach,
which would ensure that all judgments would be “Torah-true”? And by ex-
tension, how do we know that our system of nmo»n, which is certainly liable
to divergence from the nox of what 'n wants from us, is in accordance with
1 ny¥1, even though we may arrive at the wrong conclusion? What source
can be found within the Torah itself for the idea that 'n is more concerned
that there be a working system to transmit Torah and keep it alive among
YK oY, even at the expense of pure truth and accuracy in n5n pop?

The first issue that needs to be discussed here is whether, in fact, our
system of nMoy is liable to error. Perhaps our tradition is flawless, so that
every poo arrived at within the System is the one which would have been
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offered by 'n Himself, had He been consulted! However, we know that is not
the case, from sources within that very system. The most well known case is
the story of the "2 w 1, found in :0y k»yp x33. The X701 here tells of a
dispute between v 1, who represented the majority opinion and believed
a certain oven was Xpv, and X 1, who disagreed and felt that the oven
was . The argument became so involved that mtwbx 1 attempted to
prove his side by calling on God to perform miracles in his support, to the
extent that ap na announced he was correct. Yet despite such clear proofs
that K 7 was correct, they still ruled according to the majority opinion,
because, as v 1 quoted in the name of n'p7 1, when the Torah says
KO W3 KD (D O1137), it attests to the fact that halachic rulings depend on
the mpon — not on a Mp ni. Since it was an established rule among the
mpon that 1090 follows the majority, that was the decision, regardless of
what 1 said. It seems clear from this X703 that there certainly is a possibility
of a case where we would decide against the preferred ruling of God, even in
a case where we know it to be mistaken!

Another example of this phenomenon can be found in reference to
the famous disputes between 550 ma and xpw ma. The X0y in 2 paY
discusses why we generally follow Y51 ma over 'xpw m3, even thoughixi DK
"oon mpHK 137: because they showed respect for 'kpw ma and even consid-
ered that opinion before rejecting it and offering their own. mooin a few
pages earlier ("™p na NS X7 177 2 97) explain that really, 'xow ma were
sharper in their interpretations (i.e. closer to the correct ppv), which is why
the X701 has to explain why >n m3a were worthy of having the no5n estab-
lished according to them. In fact, there is an idea among the ob3p» (quoted
by 11t qor MoHw 37 in his book 1o5nn MY, page vw) that in the future, we will
follow 'xpw 3 instead. These sources would seem to imply that 'xpw m3 is
really correct, but because of some deficiency on our part (an inability to
live with the ideal no5n poo) and/or respect for the character of Y51 ma, we
follow a kind of “lesser truth” temporarily.

A third example of this idea is found in various cases throughout the
Talmud: the concept of "nmnn v 137 MpY5 wwon 11 no w. This phrase is
used by moon in 1w Mm>13. (yIxn 12133 omny 777), and the idea is found in
other places as well. For example, the X703 in :¥-.¥ mn2 discusses a situation
in which the opon established a rule for n»aap that involved going against
an obligation from the Torah, as well as a xn»13 that says to violate one of
the miyp from the Torah. The xn) does limit this ability of >1n to decree
against a KM MKT MYy to cases such as pnTn nww, but it still seems odd that
anyone should have this power at all. How is it possible that we would be
allowed to violate the express Word of God?!
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These examples, and others, pose a fundamental problem. How can it
be that we, the nation who claims to be constantly carrying the burden of
minute details and measurements in n5n because we want to discover and
follow Truth, would be able to act against that Truth, justifying ourselves by
saying the Truth simply doesn’t fit within reality or that there is some other
factor overriding the application of it?! Isn’t it our goal, as Torah-observant
Jews, to prove to the world that it is possible to live the way God wants in
this world, that the Torah is always practicable, that a changing world does
not mean a changing Law?! How can we possibly say that we would, know-
ingly or unknowingly, rule a certain way for some humanistic reason, even
though ultimately 'n really wants something else?

It must be that there is another level to this explanation, that 'n’s
purpose in giving us nwn goes beyond simply having us follow the ppoo He
Himself would have given — in which case it would not be a violation of
nnK no matter which halachic ruling our system of nmpp chooses, since in
reality that is still part of the bigger picture of what 'n wants. What we must
examine, then, is the question of how 'n does want us to determine and
follow n25n; for that, we turn to the Torah itself.

The opioo cited most often as a source for the extent of importance
and authority given to the Rabbinic System in determining n5n are found
in »-n:» DI37: WK LW DK OO THNON DK NIKIL.LDDWNY TIT TN KHDY 107
IWK 3TN0 NON [‘(’3‘.‘7171’ K 3D Mwvh ﬂ‘lDwLHT‘D 1T YA 000 03 i
Sy po» 15 177w, While it is not necessarily obvious from a simple reading
of these wp1po that »1n have the extent of authority traditionally attributed
to them, there is a more basic idea which is easily evident here that helps
provide an answer to our question. It may not be clear directly from the vwo
that, as 1 says, we are to follow the wnon even if they tell us something
wrong ("pm Kimw S0P D1 DR KN 10 DY TH K KN oK”) however, what
is clear is that the Torah and its laws were given to a human body for inter-
pretation and to be transmitted to the people through that body. This idea
is found throughout Torah: it is up to us to set up not only a system of courts
like any society would have, to deal with civil and criminal cases between
people, but also to establish a system of Torah leadership (which may in-
volve the same body, simply with an added role), to deal with teaching and
determining judgments even in cases mpw> BN 3.

Furthermore, there is evidence that not only was the Torah put in the
hands of people, but that 'n arranged things that way deliberately, that this
is specifically what He wanted. After every nmnn nx»p, we look at the raised
7 790 and proclaim “This is the Torah which nwp placed before »a Sx 1w,
on the command (lit. mouth) of 'n, in the hand of nwn.” 'n could have given
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us the entire Torah from His own “mouth”, and He could have sent mx1y in
every generation to clarify anything we might still not be sure of in a given
situation. In fact, we see in v mpw that He did begin nn ynp that way: He
revealed Himself to the entire nation and told us at least the first two com-
mandments Himself. Why did He not continue the teaching that way, in-
stead of teaching it to nw» to be transmitted "nwn 137?

Upon reading the pioo (m-1:2), it seems that the reason He changed
the method was because the people couldn’t handle hearing 'n directly. But
while that was certainly the case, we can suggest that it was not the true
reason 'N stopped this direct transmission: He never wanted to give the To-
rah that way in the first place. In v:> mpw, 'n told nwn: 33 POX K3 DN MW
"g9H 1K T3 0N THY 1373 Ovn Yow Nava pon. Why did 1 reveal Himself
to the nation directly, so that they could hear what He was saying? Because
He wanted them to believe in nw» as His Messenger! The original goal was
for the Torah to be given to the people through nwn, through a person: the
only reason 1 said even two commandments directly to Yk »3 was so they
would see that He was behind nwn and would therefore trust what mw» taught
them.

We said above that the reason nwn thought he was the only one who
could judge the people properly was perhaps because he believed a judge
and teacher of Torah needed a direct link with 'n in order to answer cor-
rectly. What perhaps he didn’t understand until his conversation with v1m
was that 'n didn’t want him to necessarily come back and ask Him for the
correct answers to the people’s questions. Rather, He chose nwp to serve as
the first step in a chain of human transmission of His Torah.

As v 1 pointed out in the X703 in Xv¥p X33, the Torah is not in
Heaven. If we look to the section of 137 (1-K:5) where this quote is found,
the idea becomes even more clear nxk5D) X5 TP TIYD MK TWK NKM MYDA 1>
"N IPINT KDY T K0 — the commandments of ' are not too difficult for us
or too far above our comprehension to follow. 195 15 " VKY KN WPWI KY”
7. DWYN MK BYDEN WO NP i — the Torah is not in opw or across the
sea, so far out of our league that we would need to send someone like nw» to
get it for us, to learn what it means directly from 'n and then tell us what to
do. Rather, how are we supposed to know what the Torah demands of us?
MpYH 733531 O3 TIKD 1277 THOK 117p 1>’ — 11 gave the Torah over to us, in
our world, so that it is close to us and belongs to our mouths and hearts: it is
we who determine the way "mwy>, the proper way to follow the Torah in
our world. Perhaps one day, when we are living in a different kind of world
and are inherently closer to 'n, we will change our rulings so that a stove
which used to be unusable is now kosher, and begin to follow *xpw ma over
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551 mea. But that will not be because of some newfound ability to keep n5n
the way 'n wants us to; rather, we, as the human keepers and interpreters of
the Torah, will have changed and will therefore determine those ms5n dif-
ferently. It is not that 'n wants the 1251 to be a certain way but we rule the
other way because that’s the best we can do in this world: He wants the no5n
to be whatever we determine it to be, which might be one thing now and
something entirely different in the future. Both are 'n ¥, as long as arrived
at through the System; both can be “Truth” if properly determined as such.

Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, in a discussion of the concept of "nmn nv7,
quotes Robert Jackson, a former United States Supreme Court Justice, as
saying that the Supreme Court is not the final decision-maker in American
law because its members necessarily have the intelligence to make the right
decisions; rather, the decisions made by the Supreme Court are correct ret-
roactively, because of its status as final. The same can be said, in a different
way, of our mpon. 'n put the Torah in human hands, and a human system of
authority was developed — beginning with nwn and the courts he set up —
which established >1n as the final decision-makers. Although inherent in
any human body is a possibility for “error”, because this body has been made
final, what they say is right — even if 'n Himself would have ruled differ-
ently had He been asked. There is, therefore, no such thing as an incorrect
halachic ruling, so long as it is arrived at through the traditional structure of
our human-based System.

We can now understand a common question asked regarding the ex-
change between 11m and nwn. Why did nwn choose ™m »wix’, limiting the
qualifications required by his father-in-law’s suggestion? For the purposes of
our discussion, it is particularly significant that he left out the term »wix’
"npK. 1 wanted to suggest that it would be possible for these judges to
arrive at Divine Truth even without the ability to consult with 'n: they can
still be nmox "wx by virtue of their diligence, intelligence, or some other
special quality. nwn, however, realized that this is not possible. He still be-
lieved a system such as this would run a high risk of deviating from pure
“Truth”; however, he now agreed with 1m0 that it was necessary, and even
desirable, anyway. The judges would not be nox 'wix in the sense of being
able to determine nobn the way 'n Himself would rule: however, so long as
they are true »n "wX, with the strength and integrity to stay within the
structure of Torah, then what they determine will retroactively be nox in a
larger sense. Their decisions will inherently be in accordance with 'n py-.

This brings us to yet another question: Why would 'n set things up this
way, so that Torah rests in the hands of mere humans, who may or may not
arrive at the best conclusions? Doesn’t He want us to follow His nyn with
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every last detail exactly as He originally intended? While it is impossible to
be certain of the reasons behind anything 'n does, perhaps we can offer a
possible explanation. According to the w31 in T» N3 MwWKA3, N gave us
nnyp not because every detail of every action we ever do necessarily has to
be a certain way in order to maintain cosmic equilibrium, or for some other
inherent purpose, but "nr1an nx 1na 97y>: so that we should be disciplined,
always acting within a structure with God at its core. If we accept this con-
cept, it becomes clear that it is not so important whether we rule that a
given oven is kpv or Tnw, or whether we follow %>n m3 or sxpw ma. The
bottom line is that 'n wants us to maintain the structure of Torah, so that we
determine a ruling regarding every minute aspect of our lives and follow
that ruling rigorously. Living within such a structure ensures that we are
always aware of God and displays our readiness to adjust our behavior in
order to please Him. While there may be deeper meanings behind various
actions, ultimately, it is the greater concept behind the nyn that He de-
sires; not necessarily the specific mobn themselves. We can see this expressed
also if we read further in :0y x»'¥» x33. The X703 relates that after this inci-
dent occurred, y13 "7 encountered X250 K and inquired about 'n’s reaction
to what happened. 11"« replied that He smiled and said 3 mnyy »a smnyy,
which according to one interpretation means “My children have made me
eternal”. The true goal in our observance of myp is to involve ourselves
with Torah so that 'n1 will be eternalized; whether this goal is arrived at by
declaring an oven x»v or M is virtually irrelevant on the larger scale, so
long as we reach our decision in accordance with the traditional structure
and System of Torah, and so long as we follow to the letter whatever deci-
sion has been reached.
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Nina Hochman

DwTP Nw1D OPENS WITH an ambiguous statement: »a n7v 52 5K 737"
"OOPOK N MK WITR 1D PN TR OMOK 1IN NI (3 KIp). The phrase
"N WP’ can be translated in two different ways; it is either a command
(i.e. “you shall be holy”), or it is a consequence, a mere fact (i.e. “you will be
holy”). In either case it is clear that »3 ultimately have no choice; in some
way, they must be holy. In v mnw, 3 is called a »wyTp " DM NoHHY”.
Holiness is found within every Jew because within every nows lies the nwiTp
of "N MmN T 1Py TN MYy (12:X MwK13). All people were created in God’s
image and are expected to conduct their daily lives with that in mind. (R’
Hirsch)

Understanding that we are commanded to be “holy” is relatively sim-
ple. The owaon struggle, however, with much more difficult questions —
how to define and achieve that holiness. In order to address these issues, it
is necessary to first understand the moo more deeply.

What does "vin TP actually command? »1 says that it means to
be nravn 1 w1Io, separating from immoral acts. 7 quotes 1: 75 137 KN
which matches up each of the m127n nww to wPd in this p1o. Each has a
parallel except for axn x5, the prohibition of adultery. Therefore, v~
says, "pnn TP’ must be dealing with separating from nvay and thus it
corresponds to gxmn K5. w1 supports his addition to the w31 by quoting
oo which connect nw1Tp and nraw:

PPPHKD KT WITR 2...00M Nt AWK (XD KIPN)

MPTPD 1 HOK IO PHYI T DM KDY (1D:KD KIPM)

I W3 MDY...ONK T TP 0T AK IKYDL..” (I0-KD:ND Mow).

It is interesting to note that a nxt, a prostitute, is also called a nwTp;
this use of the root .v.7.p reveals euphemistically the connection between
M and nw1TR. YN in oW NP supports w7 and says that one should
separate himself in order to stay away from m7ap.

7’207, too, interprets "»An DwTp” as a separation. Unlike »v1, though,
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yapi does limit the command to n»; he warns against becoming a
"IN M3 Y3y — a person who follows the letter of the law but ignores
its spirit. a1 questions »w7’s definition of yin wwTp as separation from
1 because the MoK of My were discussed in the preceding nw1o. There-
fore, the y’ap1 says, this p10o must be referring to something more general.
"5 1T Mp2 states *T5 IMP3 ToyY wIp”: achieve holiness in the realm of that
which is permitted to you. 17an1 says the nn permits sexual relations, eat-
ing meat, and drinking wine, but there are boundaries and limits to all pleas-
ures in this world. vnn TP is a warning to be sufficiently separate so as not
to become gluttons within these permitted pleasures. This understanding of
the word v17p is seen in relation to a b, who is called w1Tp when he sepa-
rates from certain pleasures.

Moo defines vin mwTp as a command to emulate God. He cites a pioo
in’X P79 of MWK "HMHTI 1PPYYI OIK NWYY — because man was created in
God’s image, he is expected to attempt to emulate His ways. One emulates
God, according to »w1op, by observing His myn.

This npnp between y7an7, »1, and »1oo is the key to understanding
this entire topic. In fact, we shall demonstrate that there is really no npbnn
at all; all three myw o are actually expressing different means towards one
goal. Before these w11 can be understood on a higher level, though, it is
necessary to first address other issues that arise with an in-depth analysis of
this pIo.

3 PIDD states: "DIPHK 1 MK WITP 3 PN DwTp”. A more grammatically
correct phrasing would have been "w17p mx 57, One does not say »x 7,
rather 7 ux. Why deviate from standard sentence structure in this p1oo?

'3 oo concludes with the phrase "o>pbx 'n wx7, used here for the first
of many times throughout the p7o. At the end of 2 p1oo the phrase »n »x” is
also stated for the first of many times in this p7o. Each of these phrases is
repeated eight times throughout the po. Two other phrases, 1 wn »nnaw nx”
and "vowna S wwn K7, also appear twice each in this p1o. Why is there so
much repetition?

R’ Hirsch answers why the first p10o says ™K w1Tp »>” instead of K 1D
w11p. He says that within the phrase " wv11p 127 lies the source of our ability
to achieve n11p. The phrase should be read as one unit: "D3pbX "1 HK 1TP 1.
TP is the essence of N »N?, "0pHN” is the One who provides the strength
and ability to achieve n1p. This p1oo calls attention to the fact that every-
thing comes from 'n and that everything He provides is really a gift that
must be used properly. R’ Hirsch adds that owp, when referring to 3, is
spelled 7on — without the ", and »x wv11p 19, referring ton, is written Ko» —
with the »v. Since "3 can never reach the same level of nw7p, the word
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DwTp is written 0N to point out the gap between a1 and n7apn.

A Jew’s goal is to reach a superior level of np11p, which the w1p learns
from the phrases o>»pbx 'n mx and 'n »x. Each of these phrases is repeated
eight times throughout this p79; eight signifies a level that is vavn w nHYHY,
superceding the laws of nature. Because these phrases appear at the end of
each commandment, they serve as reminders that Jews should be emulating
' as they follow His laws, as 3100 explained in his definition of vin owp.
R’ Hirsch says that Jews are called 'n’s people, the nup ov. The holiness of
His Name depends on the way a Jew conducts himself: his manners, morals,
and general way of life. »75105 apnp Nab WHY AL THH KOO T NKP KIK?
(@m> nmn)— the surroundings of a king have to be stamped with the mann-
ners of the king. This idea also follows 1»1190’s interpretation of the p1o.

»p1 disagrees with this approach, preferring to explain the phrases
»11 »K” and "0PHN N HK” as being reminders that 1 is always present, watch-
ing each person’s actions and knowing everyone’s thoughts. In 1 miow, when
these phrases appear for the first time in the N, »p1 says that they serve as
reminders. There however, unlike in X7pn, they suggest that ' is faithful to
punish those deserving punishment and to reward those deserving reward.
»p7’s two definitions are complementary. 'n’s knowledge of each person’s
actions and thoughts allows him to mete out punishment and reward justly.

The second, third, and fourth opwo all end with "o2pbx 1 »x”. These
oo deal with aspects of daily life: oxy ax 7132, and naw nwww. This shows
that it is incumbent upon every Jew to incorporate n17p into his daily life.

One final purpose of the phrase "0>pbx ' 1K” is to teach that 11 is the
God of Jews at all levels and at all times. This is derived from the fact that
»mpOX 1 X follows the words "wyn x5 noon »moxy at the end of 7 ppo. He
is the God of those who keep His commandments — X711 »ax1 1K K —
and even God of those who abandon their relationship with Him and shirk
the responsibility of the myn — "wyn K5 noow MHKY.

The remaining question also deals with repetition. " wn nnaw nx”
and "vowm M wYn K> are each stated twice. The " wn mnaw nx” in’) P1od
teaches that keeping naw overrides the my» of honoring one’s parents
(7). The fact that it repeats in " p1po teaches the 1o~ of doing the maxb
of the w1pw on naw (*v). The "LowNa MY WYN K> in W PO refers to judging
righteously with regard to law. The repetition in b p1oo refers to judging
righteously with regard to weighing and measuring. While the repetition of
PN Mnaw Nk’ emphasizes mppY OTK 3 My, the repetition of wyn x>
"bowna S emphasizes 171230 0N 3 myp. This further explains why this pao
was said bnpna; it was important for everyone to acquire the necessary tools
required to lead a life of np1Tp.
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In a1 poo, the mw1on derive from the words )1 n7v Y5 b 737" that
v P19 was said b1pna. There is only one other time in the nmn where this
M is used: in x:3 mpw where the nn discusses noo 137p. What do owp
»nn and noo 137 have in common? These two issues apply to all of »3: men,
women, and children. They all heard these commandments together, di-
rectly from nwn, so that no one could later question these important myn
(R’ Hirsch). w1 comments that this p19 is said bnpna because a majority of
the nmn depends on it. Whichever approach is correct, both »w1 and R’
Hirsch emphasize that the commandments given in these opao, Noo 137p
and »n owTp, are integral to Jewish life.

»p’s assertion that “a majority of the nmn depends on it”, however, is
dubious. Of 613 myp, only 51 appear in ow7p Nw1o — certainly not a ma-
jority! What, then, does 1 mean when he says pbn nmnn on 217w »op
na? R’ Moshe Feinstein suggests that "3 ym5n” is not a reference to the pao,
rather to the my of »vin TP, w71 now makes sense; a majority of the nmn is
dependent on being v1Tp. This explanation is also consistent with »1o0’s
approach to vin owTp.

Most of the resolutions to the problems that arise in this p75 are comp-
atible with »1op’s definition of vin wwp, which is that it is a command to
emulate 'n by following His my»n. A deeper examination of yan7 and »p9
reveals that they, too, agree with »mop.

a7 in 1:» Mpw comments on the words w1Tp " oymM> Nodvp”. He
explains "©17p "y as being a nation that cleaves to 'n and then says, 1>’
"N TP K. Because 1737 connects the two concepts, it is clear that he
really does feel that in order to be close to'n, one must be v11p, and in turn,
those who are w11p are close to 'n.

13K T, like 5’nn7, says that separation from v means staying away
from the m73p enumerated in this parsha. This implies that strict adher-
ence to the laws of "»in ww7p” (as detailed in v* pD) is required in order to
be "nvn 1o ow11o” — as w1 defined vin wwTp. This is a cycle; the myp of
this p79 help one to be mmvn 1 w119 which in turn leads him to be w17 and
close ton.

Thus, »»1 and yan~’s definitions of "»iin wwTp” are not really differ-
ent. Mo, of any kind, whether from n»p or from nmnn mwa3 nbay, leads
to n11p. This separation from “bad” places a greater emphasis on observing
the myp and learning to love 'n, all while achieving this level of mwTp.
Essentially, this is what 7190 was saying. Emulating 'n can only come from
keeping my», and man can only keep the myp after he has separated himself
from mav.

The X703 (:3 AN NTAY) says: T ANIED MPMD.. TR 13 DOYD " IHK”
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PAPYTR T IKED KOO AKT..LAT00. MrId s a step towards mpTp and ulti-
mately, as the X3 continues, "wTipn M1 TS ANaD NYITP?. N1TR leads to
development of a closer connection to n7apn.

Clearly, the only way the command of »in w7p can be achieved is
through a process which begins by realizing what is immoral and glutton-
ous. Once a person understands this, he can separate himself from it and
reach closeness with '1. This process is a fundamental part of living as a Jew
and therefore necessary for each individual to hear. This allowed each per-
son, on his own level, to take the first step on his individual ladder of foll-
owing my»n, and eventually reach the ultimate goal of closeness to .
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