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INTRODUCTION

During the period of "mwi n780, we mourn the deaths of the 12,000
pairs of students of x2py °27. The x ! states that the reason
for their deaths is that they did not act with respect towards
one another. After they died the world became desolate of 7mn.
This statement seems very ambiguous. What kind of respect were
they lacking? Who is it referring to when it says “one another?”
How could the world “become desolate of 71n?” What does this
phrase really mean?

Rabbi Yitzchak Twersky explained that x2py 11 answers
these questions.2 x2py "27 understands that his first o»non died
because they were stingy with their 7mn knowledge. They were all
o°non 7nn without a doubt, but they were unwilling to share “wn
7nn with their mmman and colleagues. Thus, during the time
between noo and nwaw, the time of the giving of the nmn, they
passed away. The desolation in the world of 77n that occurred at
that time was a direct result of the unwillingness of these great
770 scholars to share their nmn knowledge with others. They only
desired to develop and grow in their 7m0 while allowing others to
remain stagnant and not grow at all.

Rpy "2 advises his new students not to become like

his previous ones.3 He realized what had been lacking in his

D770 12 P INIPIA TN TIRDY IMT2 770 T2 MR ¥ (:20) Nn2Y noon vHaa Tmen 1
TV N2 RPY 227919 1P 2TRLN DO PR WY 022w AR L. NPT 207Rbn 1 v ImTa
MY DR Y'Y RAW TV QAW DA M T2 AT 7120 1301 ROW 197 TR P92 107 12107 DIDVIR
TN TR 0T 2T YW 12 WYIR 2 NWAY 37 0T M1 AT ' 2" ond ARy onTaw

"NXY 7YY 709K M 0219 KIN YW MR

N3 %% P DTRRN DPOYR WY DO MR RPY A" (7 Ap0D X AWID) Nop 720 waTn 2
NI 227 T 227 37 19K AYaW 09 17nYn 91021 NAXYY [0D P2 1N N7 12101 0I9LIR TN
"971077 73 72 A" DW 112 TOHR 9271 ORA 12 YA 9271 201 2271 R "a

R? ONR 717 77 5N2 70X 2Y ANAw C19n XX R RY NWRT 002 mR" (ow) 730w 3
TN DR YIR 92 IRDMI TRV o1 19 10N



previous onon, and sought to share this important value with
others. x2°py "17’s new students took this to heart, thereby, filling
ORI 7R with an.

As a Dutch Biologist, Antonie van Leeuwenhoek, once
said, “Whenever I found out anything remarkable, I have thought
of it my duty to put down my discovery on paper, so that all
ingenious people might be informed thereof.”#

The point of a 70 journal such as this one is to fulfill our
duties to put down our new insights on paper, to share nmn with
everyone. Thank you to everyone who imparted their precious 7n
knowledge with us. Thank you to all who assisted in the collecting,
editing, and compiling of this unbelievable journal. Thank you to
all our teachers who were more than willing to share their 7n
with us. Last but definitely not least, thank you to Rabbi Horovitz

for all of his assistance with the Kol Mevaseret imn journal.

Shani Allweiss
Editor-In-Chief

http:/ /thinkexist.com/quotations/sharing/ :7nxa nx1 4
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Amy Delman

Was bxy»e» a o782 or a ywn?

' promises 772K, WY KT TYAN RY WK OX 51, When Yxynw» was born,
war omar thought that he would be his wor. However, when '
commanded o7aR to perform 7%°n 073, He promised to him, 7w %ax
AR WA 09 1739 IR NP2 DR MM PRXY M@ AR IXIPY 12 T2 DT TNwR,2
that 7w will give birth to pry’, who will be his w . In order to
reassure 072K, 7 blessed SRYAW?, WY 221w TRA TRH2 NIR N7 NIR NP0
9173w PAnn T oorows.

Following the story of pnx'’s birth, the 77n informs us,
PAXA OMIARY 772 WK DMERT AT 32 DR AW XIML4 737 pwRna brings
an argument whether the word pny» is indicative that Sxvnw> was
a yvn.5 *"w1 succinctly quotes the opinions of x2py "27, Xynw» 27
and %37 01 "7 5w 12 MYoR 21 who all believe that "xyaw was a ywn.
XY PWH MR 2T .. DY MNP PR IR D27 .. 29K DTy NWY pnxn.
These sins are clear violations, and thus explain why xvnw was
later banished.

It is interesting to note that once pnx*’s birth is announced
by the three angels who visit 0772R8,6 Sxynw is no longer called by
his name. He is called, n™gna 237 13,7 moxa 12,8 13, win?® and 70t

7,00 wRN2 1
W, ow 2
Jpooaw 3

v ,RO WK 4

R 12 YRR 227 AR NPIXNT AT 12 DR 7w XM (RSP0 A1 w0 NwRI2) 020 waTn S
"MAWD 927 12 N IR ORIAD 727 12 N 7 RPY 020

m poow 6
v.RQw 7
™o aw 8
N2 poo aw 9

5-1 2 2o ow 10



10 Amy Delman

This would appear to indicate that Sxvaw> was a ywd. [Only
in (v ,79) MwX13, over seven chapters later does the 770 once again
mention his name. The verse states, n7wvn PR 1712 HRYAW™ PRY® 1NIX 172P7
707, (W) *"wn states: DR TYIM A2WN OXVAY® WYY 1R (M) HRYHYN PRy
07772R2 MRV TV 71V RO PID7 prve.]

Indeed, on the verse, 2mMaRY 779 WK N°IEAT 37 12 IR 70 X9
pri¥n,12 the 1"amn writes!3 that Yxvnw acquired this bad character
trait from his mother and is therefore referred to as n™@nn a7 12
and not as "xvnw°. Furthermore, he mocked his master, pnx>, and
was 1n°n 271, 7w did not want Xyne to be killed, but she wanted
him to be punished. Therefore, 77w said threateningly ki nx w1
ma nxy x4, 7w called him moxa 12 because his offense involved his
refusal to recognize pny> as his master. Similarly, the 1uno is also
harsh with %xvnw. He claims that S’vnw was telling everybody
that 77w became impregnated by Tax and that pny’ was not
o71ak’s child. 15

XM 72 WA 027 believes that Sxynw® was not necessarily evil.
He explains the word pnxn as mu w9, inheritance. 927 12 IR W)
DAY 9377 1T PR AR TONW SYwaAw AW WY ROR IR W oanT b PR 7wy
*D O7ARY T AR NAWNAY .07 0D DB MIXY 92 CIX L,ONR DWW LIRYAY 07 MR
31 Y AR C3 oy nRA oaeRA 12w 80 . Although it is difficult to
understand how *xav 72 nwaw °21 could call Hxvnws's words maw when

he uses the words anx 00w, he does seem to at least be mitigating

-7 P00 aw 11
v R MWK 12

NWHT Y IR PR O PY9R MR R PR DR DR 012 1 aw orya poim” (ow) 1'ann 13
AR DR WA TR 191 ,pIEn "ORVAY? DR MR K21 "NI¥RT T 12 DR 2097 MR 19,10
WA P AR PRI INPOAT IR MR RN 200 PITR Y VIR TAVT TR 03,712 DRI DRI
MY W P KD 0D ,I0R O3 WANW TR 77723 12 KITW 212 Oy 9D T°0212 WA KDY DR IR

LN YR DR 2TYY IR DX

> ,RD PwRNa 14

QYLM 772NN TIAVNIW 1IMR OTNAR NP2 WYY INwnT DY eyon prxn” (aw) Moo 15
N7 0IR097 T2 MR DR YAw DRV 03 prve nTh nva a1 mp Xow

R 7P0D A1 NWwID 7271 NPwRN1a 16



Was xv»w» a 2’738 or a yu1? 11

the severity of the offence. Similarly, o¥pax o1n takes the sting out
of the word prs» and translates it as 7°m?’ — he was just laughing;
he was not doing anything bad. At most, he was just acting like a
teenager.18

God ordered omaR to listen to 77w and to send “xynw° away.
o1ak woke up early the next morning and sent xynw> and 2an off
with bread and water. X7y 128 contends that omnax really gave =an
and o&vnw gold and silver, but the pwo did not mention it.19
However, according to most commentators, o778 only gave them
bread and water. Why? >"wn claims that he only gave them bread
and water and not gold and silver Ay1 manb x¥w Sy wWaw w992,
*"w1 again emphasizes Rvnw°'s evil characteristics.

Other commentators do not focus on %xvnw's sinful
tendencies. The 1"amn, as quoted by »na w21, maintains that this
was mW's desire and onmak was commanded to do everything that
7w wanted.2! The 9X127a8 comments, a7 DY 2WAW 271 903 0772 101 XY
o7avh WM WRD o an ox 3 e nmna % He only gave them bread
and water as one would to slaves because if he gave “xynw»
anything else like gold and silver it might be construed as a mw.
Alternatively, b%xymw> would claim that he still deserved a

m17 because, after all, his father sent him off on a good note.

v XD NPWRI2 DI7PNR 2N 17

q37 72 DR amd (@w) CPI AT PYY LMD 92 amm 10 0D cprxa” (aw) RO AR axa 18
9¥ 1Y PRI prxn" ((Qw) amow PTIT NIND AT 9N L'D0TDY IRW AN phNn NN
Moaprn 7w Py

o°n nam an? 7" (77 ,X2) MWRI2 R 1N 19
5Y 073K YA TR 1277 v (R0 ,RD) P1097 Dy .ot nam an? AT 7 100 aw >"'w wits 20
YA N12NY XYW yww Sy (1"3) - 112 MTIR 9" ow 03 70201 "W, N7

o°9m31 271 A0 72 DNY 2 A - OO DM an? ARt P22 omax oown" (ow) »na o 21
7399 e DRYAWY 17 1HY Y90Naw 797 112 02 ,00aR NP2 AW 1an vow 5h onIX DORwN
VAW T POR MRN WK DI O7NARY MR M OMR DR IR WANw 77 1Y 70K 2101 DR
RV 2R 191."9"7 112900 WD 5 2% DM Ona 1R DR IR WA 7 ph ynw "y apa

.w1an (avn nan ')

ROTI N2 o) 7Y N 7w RN T 1 PI0D OW AMNG HY YRINING WD 22



12 Amy Delman

Sxynw® as only a lowly 72v and had to realize that.23 Finally, »na uan
writes, W 31 PRYAW® *T NN TAVNWRY 112 2TNYW ARIIT NIRIM DTIAR AR
D7IAR ATINT 12 Y1 PRYNWS 2123 HRAWC? DRNW VW 22WA TR PRY 2173 IR aNK
o1 o 1 MmN XNWwT oy amnab oew md my 24 omax saw that in the
future the children of “xynv» would be among our most vicious
enemies. The way to treat a starving and thirsty enemy is to give
him only bread and water.

The 813728 brings the vo of 201 131 that, &7 HRynws naow
09373 10KRY 191X IR PY v XY 0Tk, because bxynwe was wild and
not listening to his father, therefore o77ax had to tie him down with
ropes. Even when %&vne» had to be sent away, he exhibited his
failings.

As Yxynw> and a7 cried out for help, the pos relates that
1 listened to %Xynwe, ow X WwR2A26, "wn writes that the ooox%»
petitioned 'n, asking how He could grant &vnw» a well when
he would father a nation who would torture the Jews through
thirst. 'n responded by asking the angels if SRynw> was a P71
now, at the present time, ow N1 wx2, and they answered
affirmatively.2” This explanation is not consistent with °"w9’s
previous understanding of >xynw». Perhaps the o%xon said X po7

only in the context of the sin of holding back water from x> 12

M7V 2190 OY QWIA? TARM IWIT 0272 MKW 72 TYI v HR" (20 P09 ow) 117190 IR 23
ORYRW YT T2 RIPY PR 0D 70 MWL MR 17290 .90 vaw DY anow DY aw 1nRD
M2 R?Y VAT TR RO PRXCA 00 10 2TV TR YN

% Mam an® [P P22 07728 2OwN 77 T PI0D W NPWRNA N2 1120 ws 24
oW 9X1272R7T WD 25
T 210D Ow 26

7 397 K91 NTI R PRIV AW KW 22wyn °0h (T ') [aw X wRa" ((aw) nwraa " 27
RN¥A 12 NoA2 WA TRYY 1 3T 2RI DA0RR NIWT IR 1A 000 WYY Ty Xinw
SW Pwyn 207 077 MR POTY 17 1M YW IR PUIX X IR POV 020w RIT IR 12 79vn 0K
(RO PYW?) MRV TRITIAI DYATWD RAZD IR DR N7 19°M OW RIT WK A1 1T IR PWOY
DORAWYH QMR ORIV 17 012 DR 2N P00 1AW A 207 10T RRX DRIPY A 23 Xwn
17T DR DITIT MR (72 OW) MR DY M PRYA T *2 DIKR N9 01 Awpaa
DOROAW PRI 0MA0D DM M M1 37 WA 0772 PROA DNRIPYH DORYP 19K 2P RO

"N 19132 D121 M MO 1D IN7 IDINW DN



Was xv»w» a 2’738 or a yu1? 13

for only a water related sin could have prevented “xvnw> from
getting water now.28

*"v1 reflects on the contradictory language, 72772 ¥nm 77m
vaw wa%. The word 7om connotes knowledge of destination while
ynm connotes lack of destination. This prompts >"v1 to say that -
had a destination in a physical realm but was lost in the spiritual
realm and went to do 771 7172v.30 One can assume the effect that
this must have had on her son, xvnw.

Whether one thinks that in his youth “xvnw> was a ywn
or not, ""w1 believes that he eventually did do mawn. This is
indicated by a verse concerning omax’s burial, where the 7mn
states: 779317 NOYn PR 112 SRYVAW™ PrvY MR 173p7.31 "wn points out that
the verse quotes pn¥> and then k&vnwr. This shows that xynws did
7awn and showed proper respect to pnx’ at the funeral for onnax.32
However, %&vnw» did not simply repent. The 7mn later relates:
PAY DR AOKR NN VI .. DRYARS 1 1w a9R1.33 "wA informs us, 7IRRI KD (a0
P78 KOK 79,34

.(aw) *namma 1o 28

70,82 WK1 29

LPAR N2 99D m ynm Tom ((qw) " 30
v, NWwRN2 31

720 720w RO PIDY PAYY IR TOIM AN DRYAWS WYY IRID ORYAwN prvc” (ow) M"wa 32
."'0naRA R

T P05 W NPwRN2a 33

ow 34






Anna Engel

Why Would prs> Wish to Bless wy?

A brother scorned. A birthright lost. Sworn revenge on the life
of another. But with the prospect of ammaxk vy in jeopardy,
the question of 1172 goes beyond soap opera antics. In hindsight,
it is clear that wy, pn¥’s biological "3, was a wretched man,
vile and insincere at the core of his being. That is what makes
the verse Wy nX pry> 2m811 so disconcerting. How could the purest of
men, one of our max, have felt any emotion towards wy other
than that of complete scorn? Is it possible to be so blinded
by love for a child that all other factors are thrown to the
wayside?

The first reason given by the 7mn for pnx>’s strange love for
WY is 192 TX 52, °"wA, not surprisingly, is troubled by this alarming
statement of unfounded affection. After first translating 92 as “in
the mouth of pn¥>”, he then relates the wam that wy tricked pny
with words.3 However, the concept of pn¥ falling prey to a few kind
remarks still appears unrealistic. On the words mxa vy praom?, »"wn
explains that pny’s eyes were dimmed from the smoke of wy’s
wives’ 771 7m2w.5 The xmmin vt ® elaborates that wy’s w1 wives
brought their idols into pn¥> and npa7’s house and offered incense

to the 771 7mM2y. This caused the nrow to leave pny>. He became

mo ,70 wRNa !

ow 2

P22 MR TY AW WY PW 1D WITM PR Hw 152 1IN 01" ((aw) w3
R,ID WK 4

JR"YD ML MAwYH 1PA) 1R D awva paom” (ow) v S

IO 2"'ARY PX? M0 N PO 77917 2002 72 Y1V oM (7 pID) MIIN Xenan waTn 6
WD NI DU WY TAY PRXS DW N0 MW NN A1IWAW 207 100psR W DYIT Y190 1PV
XM PR IR M PO OOW 1A ApLN0N oYW a7 37aVY NNupn Nuwya Yl vm

PV PAOM 9757 WK PO AR ROW PV DR 1707 2170 7"3p0 R
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16 Anna Engel

very pained and his eyes became dimmed out of anger!? If pny> was
so angry at wv, then why did he still plan to bestow upon him the
coveted 71272 of the 1122?

At the time of the blessing, pny’ attempts to verify that he
is blessing the right son. What prompts pn¥> to question the man
that comes before him?8 *"v1 notes that pny> was suspicious that
the man who he will soon be blessing may, in fact, not be wy
because it wasn’t like Wy to invoke o'nw ow.9 While the name of God
was a common occurrence on 1py’s lips, as he says to pny>, 1770
197 PPIPR,10 ' ow was sorely lacking from wy’s vernacular. How
could pry even consider giving wy the 7372 when pny> knows that
1wy does not naturally mention God’s name? It was pnx’s duty to
ascertain the continuity of on1ax y71 in the right hands!

Acknowledging the problem, 7k T proposes a potential
solution to save w¥’s reputation in pn¥’s eyes. He says that
Py believed that apy> served 'm out of naax, which is why he
always mentioned "1 ow, while wy served 'n from nx7.11

*"v1 adds that pnx® recognized 2py”’s style of speech because
2py° spoke ominn wh3, for example X1 op, while 1wy spoke in harsher
tones, for example "2k 012°.12 »nam and 7K M explain that pry did

"OYST A 1Y AT T 010N TR A PR AR M (R L1D) nwRNa nm 7

2199 PAOR TP 0D MR 012 R¥AY DR T AR 112 OR P ankn" (X3- ,10) nwxna 8
'R DR WY 212 AT DR 232 TWeRY K1 WA 2pY 9R PN RN

DI MW DAY QW NPI? WY TIT PR 1292 PR MR R R wa" (XD 10 pwraa) "wn 9
SPAOR TR 0 R N

5,10 w02 10

PAXPH MWD NP2 WY AW 23 9V ARY 1O MW 2w aw PR" (XD ,15 nPwRI2) TR T UL
DMWY QW 1IN KOW AN WY AW M7 37 WY DR 17 PR 0 2pn o L,(1Man0a nwp)
L2177 MW 2197 RN RNT 0D ,0917 MW DR PITAI1R 7"3P0 DR AR 72w %0 .(1"an0a "))
R0 TeR M L™ R Py o (2 ,K? 122) 22037 ,10 700 pAY NTAY 219m) .Ion Hhan
RITW 9210 77,00 DR I AW 2P WY IR MR 0, TIRED 373 770 XM, 7" C1on
D211 .33mm [OWI 73T PRI L1792 RIM L1171 RIT TAN TAR DX MR RIW 0 72091 72080 12w

LR TW PV AW WY IR 70 PR 70 PR

727 ROMVIP WP WY DAR RI DY 2°IIAN PWD2 12T Ry R (20,10 nPwR1l) e 12
AR o



Why Would jpn¥> Wish to Bless ny? 17

not see the speech as indicative of mywn. Rather, thought pnx,
just like many o™w> owix speak in such a manner, so did wy
as well.13

Although these explanations help wy save face, it is still
difficult to understand how pny¥> could overlook his son’s other
faults.

A possible answer to the vexing problem may be derived
from the words of *"wi. When pnx° realizes that he blessed 2py
instead of wy, the 70 says: TW» T 72173 770 PRy T, "wA cites the
xmimin and explains that pny» only trembled because he thought that
he had done an 77y by blessing the wrong son, 2py. When wy
complained a»nyd 1 °13pyM, Py realized that 3py* was the legitimate
7152, According to the xmnin, pny> may have been aware of many of
wy’s deficiencies, however, a sense of duty to obeying the 1377
made pny> feel bound to bless wv, in spite of all his shortcomings.15

Furthermore, Wy was an expert in the art of deception and
this made pny> feel even more compelled to bestow upon him the
7972 of the 71ma. *"wn compares Wy to a pig, who shows his split
hooves as if to say “look at me, I am =w!”16 wy raped married
women, but got married at age forty because that is how old pny>
was on his wedding day. Also, ""v1 says that wy would ask his

father halachic questions about taking “wyn on salt so that pny

512 77277 W2 00 YW DY S0 R 027 XON0IP NWHA WY AR R an 1" (ow) 13
W72 M2TA" AT TTIRA (BW) IR MAT LD WK oW O"YR MLIP WA 727w DR
W0 10 2pYw PR 1 120 L,(2"RIT NOWIP) PrXS? MWD NPT WY AW 23 DY AR [0°I0n
TV 12 R 1001 ,(aw) "Ny M e ey wd wwr (3,1 wn) "wa [a7 oomann™

9720 W TR s

7,10 PwRIa 14

STPIWY D172 2397 0P PNNAW 2 W Y RAW MR PRY 1IN a7 kman” (12 ,10) nowRaa e 15
ABR PY PNMN22 DR Y MR T2 WY T 1PIAR 1D MR DAY AT 21V pYRN WY 9 nNn Onn 270
ST 112 0390972 1920 PWOY PIA DMWY 5V SNNaY KR 7Im %7 N 02

I M3R079° (2 2°9AN) MKW VIR Hwnl WY S 2°vaR 12" (72 ,10) pwraa e 16
XY DRI D20 2°INIA 2R T IV IR IR VN 1POYY VYD W RIIWI AT VIS VN
TIW ' 12 RIAR MK M2 AW DNIX TV DY T DN 20wl TX WY 0w ' 93 oo

M9 IR AR WK RWI



18 Anna Engel

would think he was mgna p7p7.17 Finally, xmmn wam adds that wy
would tell pny> he was studying all day and ask him questions,
thereby tricking pny» into loving him.18 wy used his conniving ways
to manipulate his father.

A combination of adherence to m3%7 and manipulation
confused pn¥’ into a false love for his biological firstborn. In the
end, however, the choice for the true 71521 was clear and the destiny
of the Jewish nation was set in motion. Later, with a lucid mind and
sound perspective, pnx® blessed 2py>, IR YT 72 072K 1372 DR T2 1NN,
imparting to him the responsibility and privilege inherent in being
qn237 ay.

127 DR PR TR RIR IRV 1992 PR IR NI TIXD 7Y v o(10,00) nowRaa "wn 17
"MXM PIRPTA RITW AR 202 1200 DR

OR 1OV TV TMWN T AR (¢ ODwn) "It Py R 00 " (7 PI9) MTAn Rmman waTn 18
DR PAYY 27RM 'RIW PRXeA 9272 DN2W NYONW DIPn 932 JaRY 7"nh Tmwi 90w 119> WK 9
IR T PINA 7 WY X2 AW ... PO PATNA PRYY DX TX PR PO TX 0D 171 PO TR D WY
MmN PTRT() M3 AT 012 ART MY PAXY AN T WYNRA NN XANW 100 1907 RIX 1PIRD
X7 921 92 12 7997 X7 92 RD 7PN 092279 IR XM AT 00 0 190 212 PAR 10 IR M

27N 19 99 1992 178 M PR 0927 TN 1PN T KD 10K 7D

7,102 w12 19



Tirtza Spiegel

After no1: New King or New Decree?

In the beginning of nmw 190, we are told: Y7 RS WX %A HY W 77n ap™
noY nX.1 >"wA2 cites an argument between 27 and YXmw, one declaring
wnn win, and the other declaring vmom winnw. According to this
second explanation, the next part of the verse 7o nX ¥y7° X7 WwK3 is
understood as y7 X2 12°Rd MYy nwy4.

What is the basis for the np1onn? The x° explains that the
simple meaning of the verse would indicate wnn w1 since it says
v. However, the other opinion m7m winnw points out that the
verse does not say %M nan. This indicates that the king had not
died.6

Why does ""w1 bring two conflicting opinions? Further-
more, what is the purpose in bringing the former opinion, wnn win,
in light of the fact that *"w7’s second comment, y7° X? 12°Xd M3y 7wy,
serves as an explanation for the latter opinion, rm7mn Wwinnw?
[The (7 ,x nmw) 'nam and (ow) owon now make it clear that the
statement v R? X2 myy nwy only applies to the opinion that
wIn means "M TWTHNJW.]

The 7% 1 cites both opinions and expands on them.
For wmn win, he says that this king had no connection to the

old king and was in fact from a different dynasty. He therefore
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20 Tirtza Spiegel

ruled quite differently than his predecessor and was cruel to the
Jews and enslaved them. A continual dynasty would not have
allowed such drastic change in its land.? 7% " quotes a verse
from %178 showing that 7 appoints kings as well as replaces them,
and under this dynasty the Jews had to be enslaved.?

Regarding the opinion rm-n wmnw, he says this refers
to 'n's decree that the Jews should now be in slavery.10 7% 1 also
clarifies that according to this opinion, this was not the original
v who lived in qov’s time, since he had ruled from the time
that nor was thirty. It is highly unlikely that he ruled many years
after nor’s death. Rather, a continual dynasty is called the same
T, even though it may not be the same king.!! Rav Yehoshua
Hartman' claims that he derives this from 2"an1 who declares that
a Tm 12 does not have to be anointed to become the king

since it is a continual dynasty.13
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After qor: New King or New Decree? 21

7R M summarizes that wnn wn 792 denotes that he was
not a descendant from the original king. »m2 i winniw means that
he was a descendant of the old king, but since his decrees
changed he was called wn 77.14

The n7wa 9x215 contends that the fact that the 77n leaves
out the word n»m is not disconcerting and does not prove that
wTn 7o is not wmnn win, for nyo died forty years before nor did, and
nov ruled in his stead. After mentioning the death of for,16 the 7mn
declares wn 771 opn because this new king ruled instead of nov.17
The n7wa x2 thus defines wnn win as a novice, since this new
king did not work his way up from a lowly officer position
to king.

The fact that a0 nX ¥y7 X> 2w follows win 7°» op” further
proves this point. If the new king would have previously worked
in the palace he would have known fno» and he would not have
gone against the system fnor his master had built. Therefore,
the use of the word op» refers to usurping the throne after nor's
death.

Furthermore, v7 indicates a man w518, Therefore,
the words nor nx v7 &% WX tell us that this new king did not
like nor, and he, therefore, decided to rule differently than
did noyr.

The lesson of w1 7o opn should be clear to all of us.

nor ruled over and aided Egyptian society for more than
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22 Tirtza Spiegel

eighty years.!9 Yet, soon after his death, the ugly head of anti-
Semitism rose in the form of a wn 7o», a wnn wIn 722 or YMI I WITNIY.

History has shown this pattern to repeat itself many
times over. As long as %X av remains in M, we can never
be comfortable or assured of our safety. No matter how secure our
position seems in a particular m7, the possibility of a w1 7% of one
type or another arising without warning always looms over us.
Ultimately, we can only feel secure when we are at home in our

own land.
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Esty Waldman

Prelude or Finale?

73 P70 Mnw begins as follows:

PIPTA DOV RITARY 273 IR ANK T7OOR 0V R Awn O (X)
QUM W X2 27 79K 1722 Awn wan (2) Pwn annnwm RO
D°UOWAI 3 NRY 71 9727 93 NR VY 1907 7w RN (3) a1 R
2N (7) WY1 7927 WK 2°7277 92 1R TR 9P ovia 95 v
T3Y¥M TWY 2°NW T DAN 731 127 P22 0w 710737 93 DX Awn
noy 2¥M PRI C12 YW1 DR W (7) ORI Cvaw ey oiwh
XY NIR2 QWM 277 X0 AW AP~ (1) (209 1Y DM 2OnaT nam
93 AR QYA TR RPN N°I27 790 11 (7) nama Y par ot
TPRM QYA PV P 0T AR wn A () vawn qwyl 7737 WX
awn P¥M (1) PRI 0277 92 %Y 0oy ' N3 IWR D27 07 I
ORI PR DR IR (7) IR CIPTA VAW RITIANY 2T TIN)
°12 UP7XR OKY (R°) 1102 DORWT QXYY OO NI AWYND 1°937 N

ANWY 120K DOTIRT DR WM T 79w KD PRI

The above verses appear as a tangential narrative in the middle
of a long legal section of the Torah. What is the chapter’s relation
to earlier narratives? Is the ceremony in the above chapter
a prelude to the nMa71 nwy, or is it the joyous finale of a six or
seven day experience of "1°0 77 Tayn? By studying the ownsn on this
issue, we discover that they are divided into two camps.
*"w1 believes that this chapter actually took place prior to receiving
the nmMa71 nwy (based on the principle of 7mna amrm o7 PR),1 while
y"ax12 and 7"am73, based on the simple meaning of the chapter,

understand it to be in correct chronological sequence. To better

12 7RI 11°02 '721 MN2TI NAWY TP TIRKRI T WD 19V MR awn R (X o) ow o"wn 1
oy

ow 2

ow 3
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24 Esty Waldman

understand these commentators, one must deal with the ques-
tions that follow.

The 70 states: 2Yaw? RIPIARY 271 7R 70K 71 OR 79V R qwn 9R)
P annnwm YR Cipmt. What is the reason for the 1 in “nx qwn 5X1?
To what is the 1 connecting? [> p79 until the end of 3 p7» is one
topic whose subject matter could be entitled o°vawn. 75 P75 connects
itself through the ), yet the reason for the connection is not
immediately obvious.] Why is it necessary for the text to specify
that 'n was communicating with nwn? He had been talking to him
since > p°! Why did ‘7 tell 7wn to ascend the mountainé when it
seems from > p1o that he has already ascended?”

Furthermore, 7wn told the people owdswna 3 nXY ' ™27 72 .8
What is the difference between ' °727 and owown? What was
contained in the n™a7 7909 and why was it read to the people?
Why was the blood from the sacrifices thrown onto the nam10
and subsequently on the people?!! Why did nwn and the others
then ascend the mountain?!2 What is the chronological and
contextual connection between 8-X P09 and the next wos,
m-2 ,od? Indeed, 20 P10 states aw M 7O 9ROV Own R TO0R.
Has nwn not already ascended the mountain? What was the
purpose in his ascent?

As mentioned above, >"v1 follows the principle of o7 PR
702 amrm. The 7710 is not a history book; therefore it need not read

like one. The 11n’s purpose is to teach us lessons, and therefore

R, nnw 4

v P10 5
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it may follow a thematic order and not necessarily a chrono-
logical one. Thus, *"v1 solves the seemingly random placing of the
narrative of X-X 0’109 72 p79 by explaining that the events in 75 p»
occurred before nmn 113 on o 'M '7.14 *"wa’s explanation comes
from a careful analysis of the whole nw7n. Indeed, the first two
Verses — ORI Cpm 2OVAWY RAPARY 271 NI AR 79K TRV MR Own 9N
MY Y KD VM W XY oM 79X 1737 W wan i annnwm — sound very
much like the topic of 7%23m nw»1e found in v’ P15 where *"w1 places
the event.

Having connected 75 p79 to v p79, ""w1 must explain the
meaning of 0°vowni 73 NXY ' 127 %2 nX.16 They cannot refer to the laws
given in 72>-> op79, which are explicitly referred to as owownl?
because according to "w1 the event described in 75 P15 happened
before those laws were given. Therefore, *"v1 explains!8 that '7 ™27
refer to the rules of nbaxm nwm® and owownn refer to mean the
commandments that were given prior to the giving of the nmn,
which were D°71 7217R 7991 ,08) 28 712°0 ,naw ,m1 °12 nen vaw. These were,
according to *"wn, the mxn given to X °12 at 7. Therefore, he
says that the n»™a7 790 contained in it a narrative from nwx12 until
770 11 and the nxn given at 79n.19

The n»man 790, according to this understanding, serves to
remind the nation that they are a cohesive grouping; one nation
formed over a course of thousands of years chosen to be unique

to God. Therefore, they require special laws to teach them how
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26 Esty Waldman

to behave appropriately. This is a fitting introduction to °10 17 Tvn.
The title of n™Man oo also takes on new meaning. It does not
refer to the establishment of a new nma at this point, rather
it refers to the fulfillment of the existing aonan 1 n™3, through
which 2m1ax’s descendents were chosen to be a nation unique
to God.

*"w1 explains that the ma7p and sprinkling of the blood20
acted as part of the process of m7%,21 supplementing the theme
that the ceremony in 75 p1® was a prelude and a preparation for
Mxn 9w n7ap of "0 Jn TN,

Rav Azarya Berzon, proposed that the issue of m1 was
*"w7’s main problem. ma is a three-step process. A 73 must be
circumcised, do 7%°2v in a Mpn and offer a sacrifice for his M3 to be
complete. If one step is missing, the person is still considered to be
a >1 and may not marry into X °12. Nowadays, even though a 13
does not bring a 117p, his M is nonetheless considered to be
complete, since he has no way of bringing one due to the n"a12Mn
wpnn.22 However, at the time of 170 1n», each step of the process
was possible, including the bringing of a 127p. Indeed xw» 12

performed 79n nm2 when they left 0mn,23 immersed in a mpn

1 ,)-17 2°109 75 P9 ninaw 20
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at °ro 77,24 and brought nu27p.25 If the 7m0 follows a chronological
order of events, then X »12 performed 77» and n%°av before jnn
7n. Would it make sense that they only completed the process of
m later when they brought minp? Is it conceivable that the nmn
was given to on?

Therefore, >"vn felt forced to say that 73 p79 occurred before
770 101 and is really connected to v pa9. In this way, he can explain
that Y8 121 were complete o™i by the time of 7 0.

At the beginning of the next section, 2> w5 75 19, "7 told nwn
to ascend the mountain,?¢ even though just three o’p10o earlier we
are told that nwn had already ascended.2? »"wn solves this apparent
contradiction by splitting the pio by nrwas. *"wn explains that the
first qwo», verses X-X, describes events that occurred before 770 jnn
on 10 'M 7. The second nw-o, verses m>-2°, describes events that
occurred after 770 jnn, when wn was told to ascend the mountain
for forty days and forty nights to receive the mmb.

According to *"wn, the first half of 75 p7», describes part
of the preparations already described in v p79. The nmn describes
a ceremony through which X2 *12 were able to prepare them-
selves for Revelation. They were informed of obligations that
would be required of them and then completed the process of
M with nu7p and the w7 npar. At this ceremony, a group
of elite individuals were able to ascend the mountain to a
certain distance and bow down to 'n within a certain boundary.

By placing the narrative of 73 p79 back in v’ P79, *"v1 creates a much
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28 Esty Waldman

more concise and flowing unit. This narrative is then followed by a
legal section, X?-3 o°pI9.

Although we have explained why “"v1 sees the need to
‘move’ 75 P9 all the way back to v p, it is still unclear why the
section would not actually be written in the 7mn in v p75 where it
belongs. *"w1 does not explain.

XY 2R, ("m0, a"awn and oo all argue that the opao are
written in correct chronological order. 1"a»m1 elaborates and explains
the core of the argument between X1 j28% and *"w9. He points out
that the source of the argument dates back to the o°xin.28 He also
clarifies how his explanation works into the text.29 For this reason,
it is helpful to focus on the v1s of the 7"an1 and only bring in the
other ov1s when they deviate from his explanation.

*"v1 finds the break in the legal section, ®?»-> opno,
problematic and solves it by “moving” 73 p75. 1"2n7, however, solves
the problem by analyzing the nature of the laws found in x3-5 o’p79.
He notes that right after the giving of the mn12a71 nwy, the first laws
that are given discuss 17 7M2y.30 Similarly, 3 p7» ends with a
warning against making idols.31 The owswn form the center.32
Furthermore, if we compare these laws with those found after the

narrative in 73 p75 we see that there is a difference between them.
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?10 we see that there is a difference between them. While the
earlier set form a unit of seemingly random laws opn? o7% 122 and 172
17an? a7k, the laws found from x%-7> o°p1o deal primarily with one
topic, the pwn. Thus, it is clear why the 7"am1 sees a textual and
thematic uniqueness in the legal section, 33-3 o°p79. Consequently,
the placement of the narrative in 75 P79 poses less of a problem, as
it no longer comes amidst one long legal section but rather in
between two distinctly separate units. Therefore, 1"a»1 rejects *"w7’s
position33 and connects 75 775 to the immediately preceding p-».

Whereas the ovown were directed to PR °13,34 this directive
now addresses nwn and for that reason 75 pio begins with '
addressing nwn.35

Having explained the nw1s according to their textual
order, these o'w1on are then able to explain ovownm 71 *727 according
to their simple meaning. '7 ™27 refer to the verses said by God
to nwn immediately at the end of 5> P79, right after the giving of the
a7 nwy. ovownn refer to the laws of 13- ovp9.36

1"am1 views the purpose of the mia7p and the sprinkling of
the blood37 not as part of a procedure of m7, but rather as part
of a n*m nn3. The blood shows that the two parties are reaching
an agreement. 02nY ' 072 WK N2 07 717 AR QYA SY PN 077 DR AW 1R

7987 01277 95 7y.38
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30 Esty Waldman

1Mo explains3d that the nam acted as '7’s %, thus when
the blood is thrown onto the nam and the nation, it is as if the
blood is being thrown onto both 'nm and %x7w» 13, achieving the
purpose "1 espouses.

These ow1on also explain the next section from 2° pw» to
the end of the chapter as being in chronological order.40 Immedi-
ately after the celebration of the n»™3, nwn ascends the mountain for
forty days and forty nights to receive the mmb.

Thus, in contrast to *"v1, these commentators see 75 P79 as
a joyous finale of the °1o 27 7nvn experience, the formal formation
and celebration of the nma. The owown are a sample of the 7mn
shown to the nation when forming a n™2 with 1. They represent
the main substance of the ideal Jew. He must show his allegiance
to '7 alone by not owning or serving 771 imav* and by serving 7 in a
festival three times a year.42 Between these sections, we are told
that the Jew must have a high set of moral and ethical princi-
ples.#3 Rabbi Menachem Leibtag, entitles the section vowm pi¥, the
mission statement of x> oy as given by '7 to omMaR.44 Dwswn nwd
contains case laws, for example, when you acquire a Jewish
servant, he shall work for six years and go free in the seventh. It
also includes in it p7x, ethics. For example, don’t mistreat the

convert. These two units are surrounded by two others, to worship
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God on a mam,* and mwnw® and the three o'91,47 both dealing with
opn? 7R 12 mxa. It is appropriate that this unit is the sample of
laws given over to x> 12 before they complete the nma. To be a
Jew means to combine 177207 IR 2 MEn, both of p1¥ and vown,
together with 0pn? 7R P2 Men.

Through analyzing the o'w1on on this topic we have seen a
very common theme within nuw-s. Often, it is tempting to dismiss
*"w’s ws as w17 and think little more of it. Yet, once we analyzed
the nwns carefully, it became clear that *"w9’s statements came from
a sensitive reading of the text. Indeed, once we analyzed his and
other ow1on’s explanations in their entirety we discovered a whole

new depth to 710 and its messages.
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Ronit Fein

Why Would Anyone

Want to Become a ""n1?

One who accepts upon himself a vow of m11, obligates himself
in three basic restrictions. Firstly, he must not shave or cut
his hair. Second, he must not drink or eat anything containing
grapes. And finally, he cannot come in contact with a dead body.
The *npm emphasizes that the words 7137 211 771 in the very second
verse represent the above three constraints.!

The 770 introduces the vow of the m with the word x%°.2
The word x99° is unusual in this context. Usually, when the 7
writes about someone making a vow, it uses the words "7 7.
Why did the 77n describe the vow here differently? & jax trans-
lates the word &%9° as extraordinary.3 The 7mn presents m1m as an
extraordinary phenomenon that a person may decide to under-
take. *"vM interprets this word to mean to separate oneself.4 The n
separates himself from everyone else in order to become closer to

'1.5 Finally, 09pnR appears to explain X9 as “he shall express”.6
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From here we learn a very important 1597 about m7n. When
someone chooses to become a 711, it is not enough to declare it in
thought alone; rather he must verbally express his desire to
become a 711.7 Through this decision, the 1 places himself on a
much higher level and when something is said aloud, it solidifies
that decision and makes it more real and more meaningful. This is
similar to how the expression “I love you” is more meaningful
when said aloud as opposed to when it is kept private in one's
mind. A person may know that her spouse loves her, but it is
important to hear it, too. So too, with a 711, his decision is made
more meaningful and valid when said aloud.8

The above idea is best expressed by the 'npm. He presents
two different and opposing meanings to explain the word x"%o.
These two meanings are even described as 112 pw9 77100 DY, that
both translations are practically contradicting one another.9 In "90
o™M317, the word ®°79° means to be hidden; vown? 727 71 X79° 2310, In the
case of 7, however, the word X% means “to express”. The n
must verbally express that he wants to become a 7'11; it cannot be
hidden, but rather expressed.

It is also interesting to examine the placement of the laws
of the 711 within the order of the 77n. Why are the laws of mmn
juxtaposed with the laws of an nvwo nwx? After all, it would make
more sense to place the laws of m7mn with the rest of the laws of
vows discussed in muwn nwao!ll Furthermore, the section of 7°11 deals

with someone who has raised himself to a higher level of nu1p,
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as opposed to the nw7d of no which describes someone who
has put herself under suspicion of defilement.12 *"v1 explains that
it is coming to teach us that anyone who sees a nuw in her state of
disgrace should take upon himself the oath to abstain from wine.
After seeing that wine leads to frivolity and frivolity leads to
adultery, a bystander should become a =mn to prevent this
tragedy from happening to him or her as well.13 It is for
this reason that the & 71 supports *"w1's interpretation of the
word X2 to mean “to separate”. The 11 separates himself from
foods and drinks which contain grapes in order to prevent any
frivolous behavior.14

npin explains the connection between these two nrwas by
claiming that most mnay are related to drinking wine.l5 When
one drinks wine, it often leads to lightheadedness, frivolity and
lack of conscious control over one's actions. Usually someone
who is under the influence does not even know what he is
really doing. After the %12an, m became drunk and did not realize
that he was naked. His sons had to come into his room and cover
him because he was not even cognizant of his own improper
display.16

The "npm notes another interesting connection between the
two nrwin. When a woman does not fix her hair, she is implying
that she does not want to sleep with other men. The nvw nwx

is being accused of sleeping with another man; this nwi»o is
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36 Ronit Fein

mentioned right before m=mn nwao, where the 1 who cannot do
anything with his hair.17 This teaches us that if a woman does not
fix her hair and does not beautify herself like the m, we can
assume that she did not sleep with any other men.1® The =n is
someone who knows how to say ‘no’ to excess external pleasures
and views the nvw nwR as a lesson.

The w90 expands on the reason why a 7°11 must abstain
from wine altogether. The m separates himself from wine not
because he wishes to inflict pain on himself, but rather because he
wants to come closer to 1. He wants to be an '7% 7ay.19

Since wine can have such harmful effects, the X7y jax8
notes that the 7mn forbids20 not just wine, but 2w ymm P ymin also.
This is to make a 77, a protective fence, to stay away from wine
altogether. Even if the food has only been soaked in wine, he will
keep away from it.2!

Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch compares the 711 to the o>
and o? working in the wipna na. Just like the o115 and 2% must
avoid intoxicating drinks, so too, must the =m. The 77 empha-
sizes intoxicating drinks because for as long as the person is a 7’1,
his mind should be focused on the 7m0 and the wpnn n2. The o07d
and o> have to refrain from wine only during the time that they
are working in the wipnn n°3, in contrast to the =1 who has to

refrain from wine during his entire m-m.
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The =m is on such a high level of nwip for the amn is
constantly comparing a 71 to a 17322 and at times even to a 217 12.
The 211 is on such a high level of nun7p that just like a %173 372 he is
not allowed to become nn? xnv to even his closest relatives.

Surprisingly, while mentioning the people the 211 cannot
become ®nv to, it does not mention his daughter or son.23
Why? The x1v 128 writes that the 770 means to include everyone.24
Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky25 answers that most people became on
when they were younger. As one gets older, it is harder to change
and therefore one would not become a "1. Since a young person is
more likely to become a =11, he has not yet had the chance to
create a family and have children. The nmn, therefore, did not need
to write that a =11 cannot become x»v to his daughter and son
because he has not had any yet. This is an important lesson for
us. Although one can always strive for nwiip, it is easier to accom-
plish this when you are young.

At the end of his m™mn, the 211 must bring a nxvn 1279 at
the termination of his vow.26 One opinion in the X teaches
that this 1277 is to atone for the sin of denying himself the
pleasure of wine.2? Thus the same vow which elevates him to
a level of holiness also causes him to be judged a sinner.
Why would this be?
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Rav Baruch Halevi Epstein explains28 that the =n is
imposing more restrictions on himself than those that 'n has
already given us. 'n gave us the world to enjoy and now the -m
is restricting himself from some of the most joyous pleasures one
can experience. For this, the 211 must bring a nxun 127p.

The 7"2m1 offers another approach. When a person becomes
a 71, he is choosing to come closer to 'n and raised himself to a
high level of mwnip. Upon ending his mm, he is now choosing to
leave the state of holiness, and return to the mundane worldly
desires that all ordinary people experience. This descent from such
a level of purity and nwhp calls for a nxomn 127p.29

The most famous 211 in 7"in was Pwnaw. [Other o1 in 7"in
were X, o17war and possibly Aov.] Indeed, 2"271 notes that pwnw
had to become a 1 so that he would be able to maintain his
mwp.30 Before nwnw's mother became pregnant, an angel came
to his mother and informed her that she would bear a son who
would be a =mn. The angel continued to explain all of the rules
that pwnw would have to abide by and all the regulations that
he would have to adhere to.3! When nwnw's father, mun, heard

this news, he requested that the angel return and recite all of
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the ma%1 concerning 711 to him as well.32 Rav Shimon Schwab asks
why mwnw’s father needed the angel to return. Could he have not
simply asked his wife to repeat all that the angel had told her?
Rav Schwab’s answer gives tremendous insight into the whole
section of M. When pwnw's father asked for the angel to return,
he wanted to hear the md%1 first hand because he himself would
take on these regulations as well. nwnw's father knew that the best
way to teach his son how to become a proper 211 would be to
become one himself! It is for this reason that pwnw's father had to
hear the m>on first hand, because they would soon apply to him
as well. The best way to teach someone is to act as an example.
min wanted to personally show nwnw how to strive for nwiip
through personal example. This concept can be applied through-
out Judaism. In order to pass on the nn tradition and Jewish
values to others, we must live what we preach and internalize

these values.
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INTRODUCTION

One who witnessed the scene may find the need to cry from utter
distress, or even to express anger over what transpired. Just
moments away from their sought-after goal, seconds away from
actualizing that which they have been dreaming for all these years,
it was all gone. It was in the palm of their hands, but their grip
was too weak to grasp it tightly as it slipped away. Or maybe they
just didn’t even bother to make the effort to stretch out their hand
and catch it as it slowly drifted from their reach.

This scene is reminiscent of X> P39 72712.1 For ten o°p1o, we
read how %&1w° °12 prepared for the long awaited entry into P82 .
The necessary arrangements were already made. X7 12 had been
counted in order to make the appropriate estimations for the
military. The 1pwn was built and ready to move. The 2275 and o™,
who were to maintain the 1pwn and work in it, were reminded of
their duties. The silver trumpets — which were used to gather the
nation at important occasions such as wartime — were designed.
The fact that X °12 were only days away from entering "R IR
should have been enthralling and entrancing.

Suddenly, everything began to go awry. The 7710 states:2

T WK 02 AN DR I 7 vaw™ 70K Y 02IRNND Qv o

YPwM 7 OOR Awn HRonc nwn R Ovn pYRn LTInng axpa oxm

T WR D2 77Y2 02 77vaN R0 2PN oW RPN LWRA

After looking closely at the verses, one is faced with the following

questions: Why does the 7mn write oanxnns and not just onanxnn?

3R oopI0D 1

3-X X 7272 2
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42 Mira Leifer

What exactly were the people complaining about? What does
7oK1 ¥1 mean? What is the significance of their punishment?

The answers to these questions depend on the definition
of the word oanxnn. Through four understandings of this word,
we will learn four different approaches to this section, and derive

four practical messages from X °12’s actions.

THE FIRST APPROACH

"1 claims that the word onxnn comes from 9%y W9, which
means a pretext or an excuse. He learns this from the fact that
in owow 1903 regarding the story of pwnw, the word mxin is used
connoting a pretext.4 X "1 were looking for an excuse to leave
service of God.

Why? "1 explains that the complainers were ovwa. He
derives this from the usage of the word ovi. Whereas the word
my suggests a nation who acts righteously, the word avn is
reminiscent of owwn, as in the verse nm ¥ ovn.5 These ooywn,
*"w1 states, were the 11 27,6 members of other nations who joined

o%w° 011 as they left 0m¥n.7 Their commitment to 'n was not strong;8
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therefore they attempted to find a pretext to leave Him.? They even
desired that '1 should hear their complaint!!© This is why the 17
specifically writes ®x M 7 yawnll and that He consequently
punished them. Now the punishment itself is comprehensible.
' struck the people with fire mnmna n¥pa because this is precisely
where the 21727y resided!2.

"7 does not discuss the issue of oRnn>. However,
"ni3 explain that had it simply written onxnn, there would
have been almost no chance for % "2 to do nawn. This concept
is seen when yw> compares X °1a to o170.14 If SR 12 were
considered to be exactly like o170, they would have had almost
no ability to repent. Therefore, concerning %X v 12 it is said
that w»n o1705; we merely were reflecting their behaviors. Thus,
the opportunity to do 72wn remained open. Here, as well, the
ovw1 who sinned only mirrored the behavior of real complainers.
Therefore, God gave them the opportunity to atone and repent for
their sin.

Unfortunately, soon after the message — a punishment
of fire — xw» "2 sinned again. Instead of internalizing the
lesson and doing mawn, they continued to sin. Perhaps, had they
actually expressed regret for their actions to ', the plan to

move into X yX would have only been somewhat delayed.
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44 Mira Leifer

The nation, however, overlooked the message, and instead
screamed out to nwn to stop the fire, ignoring the matter at
hand.

We learn from this that pain can be an opportunity to aid
us in growing spiritually. Instead of just praying to 'n to stop our
pain without recognizing our deficiencies, as x> "1 did, we can

and should use pain to improve ourselves.15

THE SECOND APPROACH

XY 12816 and "npinl? are both of the opinion that the word o inxnn
stems from the X w9, meaning that %7 °12 were speaking about
evil or sin.

What was the evil that they spoke about? w0 and a"awn
both explain that "X *12 were protesting that the journey was too
long. They did not realize that '7’s plan was to bring %X "12 into
8w X speedily, which would entail a quicker journey, lacking
breaks.

The o™ writes that the word is written as o mrnn> and
not o1Rnn because they complained in their hearts. Perhaps the
evil they spoke about was referring to 171 nmay that they either
thought in their hearts or spoke about privately.

Whether they were complaining about the long and
tiresome journey, or they were thinking about 777 nmay, 'n was
angry for the same reason. They underestimated 'n’s ability
to know and hear their thoughts and conversations, emphasized
by the words "7 %arxa.

As a result, in order to remind %X °11 of His strength,

7 punished them with fire.1®8 This fire, however, was not a
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natural fire; rather, 813728 explains, this fire sank, in order
to remind %% 12 that 'm is an All Knowing and All Powerful
God.

The message to be learned is that we must under-
stand and appreciate that God's omnipotence and supremacy
is all-encompassing. Not only does He hear what we say,
but He hears our thoughts, too. (The pn¥> nTpy notes that
unfortunately, “x7w "12 did not absorb this message, for only
moments later, they expressed and verbalized these feelings which
were once only thoughts.)

Additionally, if things do not proceed as we had hoped,
we must remember that 'nm has a greater plan and we should
not falter in our faith. Rather, we must place our trust in
God, cleanse our thoughts and purify our speech, in order to

serve God to our fullest ability.

THE THIRD APPROACH

1"2m119 understands the word o°uxn» as 2wx "M37. He bases this
on the verse in 72°X, TXUA Y 723 °0 QX XN’ 7n, where the word

means distress.
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Why were 7w °11 distraught and troubled? 1"an suggests
that since this was their first journey in the 12 since they left
ro 771, they were nervous about what would ensue. Would 'n
provide for them in the desert? Would they have enough food and
water to survive?

Therefore, 'n was upset at them; after all, He did just
take them out from Egypt to witness the Revelation on °ro .
They should be eagerly and enthusiastically following "7 with love
and happiness, for all that 'n had done for them. Their faith should
have been unwavering, knowing that just like 'n provided for them
in the past, so too, He will continue to bestow only good upon
them.

They were only considered ovnxnns because their complaint
stemmed from inner anxiety and apprehension. They were not
simply attempting to find a pretext, as *"w1 says, nor were they
speaking evil against 'n as XMW a8 and "npm propose, rather, they
were full of angst and worry as to what would happen to them in
the 127,

This opinion is not as harsh on %&w” "11 as the others are.
In the previous opinions, 7% °12 were actually doing something
wrong and committing sins, whereas according to this approach,
they were simply uneasy and worried. The message for us is that
we must always follow 'n with 7nva, eagerness and happiness.
Often, we may feel a sense of anxiety, unsure and uncertain about
what will follow. 1"amn tells us that we must look at our past, and
ponder all the wonders that '7 has done for us. Though we do not
know how we will survive, remembering our past should help

remind us to place our trust in 7.

THE FOURTH APPROACH

The final approach is that of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch.
Rav Hirsch explains that the definition of the word arinknn is 7axna>,

to mourn, which stems from the word 11X, or mix.
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Why would 7% °12 be mourning? Rav Hirsch explains that
% 212 looked at all that 1 had done for them. They thought about
their connection with God from °r0 77 and saw the jpwn sitting in
their midst. Yet, despite all that surrounded them, symbolic of the
loving relationship that 7 shared with them, &2 "11 viewed it all
as worthless and meaningless. They felt detached from the rest of
the world and therefore felt as if they had died.

Consequently, they mourned over themselves. 'n was
infuriated and sent a fire to the camp. The fire, however,
began mimnn n¥pa, and not the middle of the camp. This was because
this fire was not to show ' was angry, rather the purpose of this
fire was to indeed to completely obliterate and destroy the entire
camp.

Rav Hirsch’s commentary leaves us with utter sadness
and genuine pain. X "12’s viewed their lives as meaningless and
empty. Didn't they realize that nn fills one’s life with meaning and
value!

Unfortunately, this problem lives on. People find empti-
ness in that which should enrich their lives, filling it with impor-
tance and meaning. All too often, people fall into this trap of

depression, the trap that our forefathers fell into in the 7a7n.

CONCLUSION

The above issues continue to plague our society today. As we come
closer to the time of mwn, we must do our best to attach ourselves

to n"apn so tightly that nothing can separate us from Him.
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M obwaR Mo W MY Maml. Tonn M7 is probably the only person
in history who could be singing merrily while running away
from a man who was rebelling against him.? Why was ™7
singing?

This topic has fascinated the o'w1on for centuries, particu-
larly because of the many lessons we can learn from 77 and how
he dealt with personal problems that happened throughout his
life, especially after his xvn with vaw n3,® the case with owwar being
just one example.

The x* states the following principle. an ww 9 ,vam 17>
0w PHY ANAW 70 MR W MRY AR L, NT? MM LI MR T MR 00w Y
This shows that in our p79, 77 was elevated to a higher and more
divine state only after he sang. w1 %91 nwrw 21 applies this rule to
the entire chapter, and explains that while the first verse is the
topic sentence for the entire p75, the rest of the oo show us
stages in M7s development. First he was depressed, then lifted
through his song, and then finally exalting in feelings of complete
trust of 7.5

The oonn w1 brings a wonderful >wn based on the words

of X113 72 Rax 21.6 It provides another possibility as to why 77
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was rejoicing. The w1 describes that there was a king who was so
angry at his son that as a result, he expelled him from the palace.
The son obeyed his father and headed out to the city to which his
father had commanded him to go. Suddenly, however, the king
softened and decided to send a pedagogue after his son to make
sure that he was fine. The pedagogue traveled for days to the
unfamiliar city, and finally found the young prince sitting on a
large rock, crying and rejoicing.

“Excuse me prince, why are you crying?” inquired the
confused pedagogue.

“Isn’t it obvious?” the prince rejoined. “I angered my
father, the king.”

“I see, but then why are you rejoicing?”

“I am rejoicing out of gratitude. My father, the king, could
have had me killed like he normally would a subject who angered
him. He obviously loves me because my punishment was simply
expulsion. Furthermore, he sent me to a city with a great popula-
tion. The people here are kind and caring. I know that he loves
me.”

The wn1 is clear. 77»7 ™7 was also crying and rejoicing.
He was crying because his son was rebelling against him,
but rejoicing because he knew that this was 1795 for his xvn with
yaw na.

*"wa7 takes a different approach, and indicates that 77
initially was very upset. He explains that at first, 17 was running

away and was actually crying because he did not know who was
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rebelling against him. He was convinced that it was either an 72y
or a mn. Once he found out that the rebellion was being led by
his son owwax, he was disappointed that his own son would
do such a thing, but still he sang aloud and praised ® 712 WP,
This doesn’t seem to make sense. "v1 answers that 77 rejoiced
at the realization that since it was his son, his son would be
merciful, loving to him.8

What was so special about the relationship between 77
and owaR? Something about it must have been unique for 7 to
react the way he did. By examining several areas in Xmw 190, one
can see that 77 loved his son unconditionally before, during, and
even after the 7n.

The first mention of o9wax is in a listing of T1’s sons and
their mothers.? o17war’s mother is described as 2 wax 79 "n%n na mova.
All of the other mothers are listed by first name only without
any lineage attached. Her lineage was obviously significant to 717
because the %21 mentioned it and as we know, each particular
word in the %21 has a purpose. Furthermore, we know that ;ovn
was beautiful. p"17 suggests that 77 took nmovn during battle as
an XN no nwr.10 With this knowledge, one can understand why
77 loved oowax. His mother was beautiful and was of royal
blood.

The next time we see DWwaR is not as T7s son but in
the role of "mn’s angry brother. He was angry because nmx had

violated her. o17wax reacted by waiting two years and catching ninx
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off guard. o7wax commanded his a1 to kill piek. o7war then ran
away to his grandfather, the king of 1 wa.1!

One would expect 7 to be extremely angry with him.
Shockingly, however, this is not the case. Rather, the %21 tells
us that oowar 5% nxx? 70 M7 7om.12 These feelings that 77 had
were even obvious to 2K, as it is written: ¥ 797 2% % 7% 12 28 ¥
o17waR. 13

Before m7’s army battled owwax and his military, 717
ordered that owwax’s life be spared.!4 This is most interesting,
because the king is halachically allowed to kill a rebel. As the o"am

states:

AW TR Y A 10X AT M Tond v ORI Tona Tna 9o
XY L7020 KX P22 KXY ROW IR 720 891 190 23pn? 12w ovn
DR 7727 90 191,790 DR T WK WOR 92 MKW LA 100 739
MWA 77727 PRY LKA 12 VAW 13707 MWD TR W2 100 R 100
7293 7702 Kox 9.1

However, the fact that 77 disregarded this rule once again shows
his unqualified love for o>wax.

Even though owar’s life was initially spared due to M7’s
instructions, ax» took the matter into his own hands and grue-
somely murdered him.16 7 was shaken by his son’s death.
He called out in desperation, Tnmn "X N 07 » D17WIAR °12 °12 D7WIR 12
"33 *12 D7waR.17 M7 cried out for him, wishing he could have died in

his son’s place.
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In mwy monw, we say WaR mawi. We refer to xi a2 witpn
as our father because no matter how far we may stray from Him,
He will always take us back. We can return!

77 clearly emulated this. He maintained an unconditional
love for his son, 21%waRk, no matter how far he wandered.!8
M7’s approach is inspirational to parents and comforting to
children. m7’s absolute love for m7wak is a most poetic illustration
of the powerful relationship between X1 T2 wi7pn and 8w 993,
and this may be another meaning behind the =mm that 77 sang
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Jenny Deluty

mbw Ro3: Its Deeper Significance

10 maw's requested from ' oa Y17 2w Pa Panh Jav AR LBVRS yaw 9.1
His unparalleled wisdom gave him the ability to pursue the
highest form of wowm p78. This attribute is demonstrated by m7w's
famous verdict to the two women who claimed to mother the
same baby. His ruling nnx? °xn7 nx1 nnx? °xna Nk um2 proved to
the nation, vown MWy 129p2 o128 Nnon °3.3 Additionally, the national
prosperity and joy that defined the time period, as the &1 states,
DTIRYY 2PN D92 N7 2% DY WR N3 220 YR a4 clearly proved
obw's ability to maintain a strong and vast kingdom. mnow's
kingdom culminated with the building of the wipni noa.

In addition to the many character traits that are com-
monly associated with m%w, his throne symbolized an essential
aspect of his n2%%n. The splendor and majesty experienced by
the king and the nation during m%'s reign is represented by his
throne. 7w built for himself a Ww ®03,5 an ivory chair, covered
with 191 271,6 fine gold. The chair had six steps leading up to it with
a rounded top and arms on both sides of the throne. Two lions
sat next to each arm and twelve lions on the lower six steps.”?
The description serves to emphasize the royalty and grandeur
that mnw brought to the nation. Yet, perhaps through a

deeper analysis of the symbolism and meaning of each aspect of
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the xo3, a greater appreciation of nnw's character and values can
be attained.

The first description associated with the throne of % is
the fact that it was ivory. The very origin of ivory, from the tusks of
elephants, points to its physically powerful nature. Yet, 7"in
generally views 1M in two extreme lights. When used in a
negative manner, it can be quite destructive. For example, the &1
attributes the jwn n28 to axnk, one of the worst kings ever to rule
over X7 ov. Similarly, owy describes the sinners of %X °12 as
overconfident and haughty, as 1w mun 5y oanwn, stretched out on
ivory couches.? However, if 7711 is used properly, it is a positive
characteristic. owa 1w states jwa 7m0 W10 S"pll explains
that the neck represents the %>, nam and nnia now? (the seat of
the Supreme Court) and that they are “like an ivory tower”.
It is not coincidental that W is associated with m's major
accomplishment, the wipni na. More positive connotations are
attributed to ivory by 7%»n1 M7 when he describes the good deeds of
mwnn Tnl2 as e w v>n n, “from ivory palaces, from those
which have gladdened you”.13

Like the 1w, the covering of m» am1 — “refined gold”14 —
over mnw's throne is quite significant with regard to his
overall character. The xv> was overlaid with mw» 2715 indicat-

ing that whatever bad connotations may be contained in ivory
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was “covered” with pure gold and good associations. 77 de-
scribes both 'n nmnl6 and ' cvownl” as 27 M AT DTAMIALS,
Thus, mmw's quest for px is implied in the gold of his
chair. Furthermore, the association of gold with 77n is mention-
ed not only here, but in numerous places in 7"in. 7w explains
in *Swnl® that by absorbing the words of the 7, 1 y1nn >0 o,
one will acquire fruit better than . Similarly, 717 sings, *nanx 19 %
M 2T PMEn.20 Finally, it is interesting that a1x2! links 'n nnon
with 15 °93.22

A third important characteristic of gold is its association
with trust in God. m7 crowns the king's who trusts in God23 with
an 1 nwy24. o, a true believer in n"apna, clearly deserves the
golden crown. Thus the gold, that on a simple level represents the
splendor of mm%'s kingdom, also alludes to his ideals of nmn, pT
and '72 nva.

The six steps that led to the throne25 must be viewed in
the larger context of the symbolism of the number six. Often, six is
connected to nwx7 » nww and mwn 70 oww,26 both paradigms
of nmon. Yet, they define mmon in very different ways. The six
days of o>wi nx12 represent pure 'm nmon, or divine wisdom,

while mwn 170 nww represent the pinnacle of o7x7 nnon, man's use of
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Divine wisdom. Perhaps the underlying meaning of these six steps
is nnow's ability to fuse these two types of nnon in his Pan oon 2527
that 'n granted to him.

The wam?28 further attributes significance to the number of
steps to the six manx (7971 7722 ,A8% 501 P20 ,0w), thus reminding
the king of motherly kindness and the possibility for mercy in
justice.?29 Finally, the w1 explains30 that each of the six steps
corresponded to one of the laws that 'm commanded the king;
,0°1D 3N RY ,LOWH 70N XY ,TRM 19 7277 XD 2711 021 ,2°010 12 7277 RY ,0°w1 1D 7270 KXY
7w npn k71, With each step that nnw walked up his throne, he was
reminded to submit himself before God and not fall prey to the
trap of attributing power to man.

It is very interesting that mm%0's throne is described as
Suy wrM,31 having a rounded top. Earlier in the chapter, Xaw naon
depicted % as being appointed king by God, np7x1 vswn mwy?.32
ooin 700 makes the connection between p7¢and circular sym-
metries by stating, p7¥ *?wn3a .33 Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch
notes that p7x "73wn are “those ways of life circumscribed by law,
which keeps within the bounds of law and order. Anything out-
side that ‘circle’ is 772y, wrong, transgressing the bounds of
righteousness.” Thus, circles are a prototype for the absolute

justice for which m%w strived.
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75w Roo had nawn opn R O gm mT.34 The two arms sur-
rounding the throne symbolize the active role mn>w must take.
Indeed, mm%w was a man of action, constantly ready to act.3s
Whether in judgment, or nai 112, he was never passive. Yet, like
7723, Twyn can be viewed in both positive and negative lights. 717
was also a man of action and yet it was for that reason that he was
unable to build the wpni n2. God informed him, nwnvm nosw 217% a7
*197 IR NJ5W 0°27 07 3 MWD N°2 f1an XY nwy mMT.36 M7's actions were
too fraught with blood to allow him to build the wpni na. However,
2w had only vpwy m7w37 in his days. Perhaps it is for this reason
that the arms of the throne were also covered with pure gold.

The final feature of the throne was the many lions that
surrounded it.38 A lion certainly symbolizes physical strength. nn>w
balanced personal might as a king while recognizing the true
power of '1, which is also represented by a lion. omy declared,
R R m o aww w32 when depicting 'i's overwhelming power.
Additionally, the lion is associated with am7 vaw. It is not
surprising that 2py*'s 7372, 777 R M40 exemplifies N3, Two lions
surrounded % while twelve sat on the six lower steps. This
represented the medium through which % bestowed his values
to the nation. nn>w was 'surrounded' by the messages of the two
lions, but also transmitted these lessons to all the twelve ovaw,

represented by the twelve lions.
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The %21 finishes his description of nn%w's Ro> by stating,
N12%nn 9372 10wyl X2.41 The 710 also makes similar statements when
describing "1 nwn, 727K non and the 9ann on. nwn is described as
qwnd SRICa MW X1 op X1*2, while concerning 137% non, the M0
comments, 12 7777 X2 PRI A0 720X 10 700 KD vo0.43 Likewise, after the
511, God promises, W32 93 NAWY Nand oo Y T K944

At first glance, each of these things may seem natural and
mundane. A little water, a few grasshoppers, or an extraordinary
man may seem common. Yet with deeper inspection, their unique
and special qualities become clear. It should not be surprising that
7w N, like his o3, is also described as a 77 R? 72 WX 12N 017 27
TR0 2P KD TINRY 19,45

The ®o> is described in both o°9% 790 and aomn 127 990.
Yet o °727 also portrays a golden ramp, a wad, to the chair.46
In order to understand the significance of this addition, it is
necessary to comprehend o5 "27's general objective. omn »Ma7
complements 21wk o°R*21 and also emphasizes a positive view of
717 1" M.

For example, 0°3% 790 ends with the 1277, while o 127
ends on a positive note with the beginning of % naw. Perhaps
the w1 of the throne is meant to draw our attention to the
w13, ramp, of the nwwin mam in the wipna na. It also reminds us
of the ma7p since some of the miap were brought from owad,
sheep. omn »ma7 tells us that nnow feared that the extreme
wealth and power exemplified by his throne could corrupt him.
Therefore, to prevent this from happening, "% internalized

the messages of the wi1> and the nam. He saw 'n nrow hovering
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over him and acted with my1x.47 This completes the picture that
bW ROD represents.

After a deep analysis, items that seemed at first to be mere
materials in a glorious throne were clearly hand picked as symbols
that emphasize the character traits and personality of Tonn mnbw
and of the reign he sought to establish.

32,5 MW "W AR 47
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Mira Leifer

Two Types of Twins

INTRODUCTION

One of the most common arguments within the study of psychol-
ogy is that of “Nature versus Nurture”. It deals with the question of
what is the role of various influences on children‘s development:
their environment or by their genetic makeup? Many psychologists
have suggested studying identical twins, whose biological makeup
is matching, but could be dissimilar in their behaviors and
personalities, perhaps due to their environment. It would be
interesting to explore the 717n’s views on twins, and to examine the
cases of twins found throughout nmn and whether they are similar
in terms of their personalities or not.

In order to gain a better understanding of twins in general,
it would be advantageous to understand a cryptic w1 found in
21 ®npooa! which discusses the zodiac symbols for each month.
The w1 writes that the zodiac symbol for j°1 is a white lamb
(known by its Latin name Aries), symbolic of the creation of light.
N’s zodiac is a black ox (Taurus), which represents the creation of
darkness. °0’s symbol is twins (Gemini), representing the creation
of man.

The wam clarifies this enigmatic statement. It explains
that twins, or human beings, have the ability to act respectably
and morally, represented by the light, or alternatively, to act

in a wicked or iniquitous manner, represented by darkness.
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It would seem then, that light and darkness, therefore, represent
the duality inherent within man. Twins, on the one hand, embody
the ability to be so similar, yet, on the other hand, to be complete
opposites.

Bearing in mind this fact — that twins can be complete
opposites and struggle with these differences their entire lives,
or that they can be extremely similar and fulfill the possibility
of forming a united and absolute whole — one can have an
enhanced and deeper understanding of the twins found in 7"in,

namely, v79 and n71, as well as 2py> and wy.

Y95 AND 1197

There is not a great deal of information about y15 and n1r, however,
insight into the origin of their names lends understanding into
their individual personalities and, more importantly, the relation-
ship they share as twins. Similar to 2Py and wy, y79 and n7r also
struggled with each other at birth. The 7mn2 describes the incident

as follows:

mPM T INM ANT22 7 (719) 7AW MR AIM NT2 Nva o (19)

17 2wnd M (03) LTIWRD KRR T NARY 1w N 9V Wwpm nTnn

XY XY () .70 MW RPN 7D THY NXID 1 IMRM PAR XY 7IM

I AW RPN IWA T 9 WK IR
The word 71 throughout 7"in connotes shining, as in the case of
the sun. An example of this would be “ AxW ¥pn YR WHwn R wAw: 770
ow X n”.3 Therefore, the 1"an7 compares 1 to a sun.* When nar
stretched his hand out of the womb, the midwife proclaimed him
the "winner" by placing a red string on his wrist. This shining red

string inspired the name n71.5 In fact, the 0"awn writes that n7r and
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his red ribbon were compared to the sun, because as the sun rises
and sets it is seen in a shade of red.¢

The word yw is found throughout 7"in in different
circumstances. Often it is used regarding a military breach, as
depicted by nn>w, "vak M7 ¥ P9 DX 10 K27 DR 732 w7 However, it
is also used in the context of growth, or prosperity, as when the
amndescribes apye, 29NN 2U7I MADYY M7 IRY 1D 1 TRD TRD WIRA P9
"omm.8 A final interpretation of the word y-» is jumping. This is
found during y9’s birth, when 799 jumped out of the womb, as it is
written, y19 79 n¥7o . It is, for that reason, not surprising that
the 1"am compares 77 to the moon.® The moon “jumps” from its
size, and is sometimes hidden, while other times it grows in size.
719 also had these moon-like characteristics.

When one combines these two ideas, one of the models
of twins emerges. This is based on the scientific fact that the moon
reflects the light of the sun. According to this, y19 and n71 work
off each other, thus combining their forces into one whole being.
1"am1 asks the obvious question. It is known that the mwn will be
born from y19.10 Why then is y1» compared to the moon which
gains its light from the sun? Shouldn’t y75 be compared to the
radiant and luminous sun? He explains that the moon and sun
are “twins” with each other in that they work together, combining

their abilities, and creating a wunified and absolute whole.11
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Additionally, although the moon is “ym9”, sometimes hidden, while
other times growing in size, in the future, the moon will be shining
like the sun. This analogy is used not only with %x " °13, but with
v15 as well. Though he is only a moon, whose light falters and
flickers, in the future, he will be shining brilliantly like the sun.12
Knowing this, one can now understand the well-known
comment of 2", quoted by *"v1, comparing v and 171 to 3Py and
wy. y9 and nr are described by the 7710 as omikn, while 2py> and wy
are called omn, without the "®". According to *"wn this is because
y1o and 171 were both 7%, whereas with 2py° and wy, one was a
?78, the other was a ywn.13 However, there is another version of
this w1, quoted by the >nynw 1p% with one word changed. Instead
of describing them as o'p°7x, it uses the word o»nn, complete or
oow.14 This sums up the entire idea of y79 and n-1. Regardless of
which brother will be the one who will give birth to the actual mwn;
both of them lived their lives righteously and honorably, working
together, as do the sun and moon, to combine their abilities to

create a unified, complete whole.

3PYY AND 2y

The wam quoted above contrasted 2Py and wy to y75 and nor. While
v79 and nr worked together to create an absolute whole, 2py> and

wy represent the twins who embody darkness and light, unable to
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be brought together. They remain two opposites with different
goals, objectives and passions.

According to the 7m0, 2Py and wy were already fighting
from the womb. npa1 was informed by 71 that 2omX? w1 w21 D "W

Y 7287 2 PARY OXYM X9 17700 Py, o

w1 comments that not only are
there two nations in your womb, but they are completely differ-
ent.16 They will never be equal in greatness. When one is up, the
other will be down. Thus, there is an innate and inborn struggle
between them that will last forever.17

The struggle that took place in 1p27’s womb resurfaced at
the time of their birth, with 2py> fighting to exit the womb first. He
even gained his name from the fact that his hand tightly grasped
the heel of wy. They also differed in their physical appearances. wy
emerged as red and hairy, and from there he received his name,
while 2py° came out as a plain and smooth baby. *"w1 understands
that these physical differences foreshadow their futures. The fact
that wy was “mnR”, implied that he would be a murderer.!®8 And
indeed he was, for as wy grew up, he did in fact become a
hunter.19 Similarly, while wy busied himself with 777 M2y, 2py°, who
was an 2°?7% 2wy on wX, became involved in n7mn study.20 It is worthy
to note that while many assume that wy was excellent in his
performance of ak T2, *"w1 notes that the words "voa 73" refer to
the fact that wy tricked pny» with his words, pretending to be

observing n¥»n, when in fact he was not.2!
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Finally, aside from their physical and vocational differ-
ences, the incident with the 7713, according to *"wn, highlights their
religious differences. *"v1 explains that 2py> was cooking lentil soup
in order to comfort his father, pny’, who was mourning the loss of
his father, 0772x.22 In the process, Wy returned from a busy day of
hunting and asked for the soup from 21py°, who agreed to give wy
the soup, on condition that wy sell him the 772. 2py°, unlike Wy,
understood the importance of this title. His religious motivations
pushed him to pursue the nm31. Meanwhile, wy contemplated the
situation in a short term way. His job as a hunter meant that he
could die any day. Therefore, the 77152 was of no importance to
him. wy followed through with the transaction, and he even
continued to mock the 7M1 after the deal was completed.23

Based on the interpretations of *"w, it is clear that apy
and wy were two completely separate and diverse individuals. This
was seen in every aspect of their lives and began from their
struggle in the womb. 2Py and Wy accordingly, fit the opinion of
the v which describes twins as embodying light and darkness.
They were unable to reconcile their differences and merge into a
unified and whole being.

?"7, as well, describes these dissimilarities in a manner
similar to *"wn. He explains how they not only differed in their
physical appearances, but how they varied in their actions (Wwvy was
a hunter, while 2py> sat and learned), and in their hearts, in that

they would continue to hate each other forever.24 It is clear from
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this why their lives were filled with disparity and struggles. This
statement sums up the essence of 2py and wy. Their disparities
were not only found in one part of their lives, but in every aspect
of their beings; physically, behaviorally and emotionally.

These distinctions are seen from the source of their names
as well. ""v1 and own Yva comment that when wy was born,
everyone looked at him and noticed that he was hairy and named
him wy because he was “mn nwy, as if fully grown.25 wy lacked the
ability to move forward and grow. 2Py, on the other hand, was
named from the root 2py, alluding to his desire to move forward
and progress in life. As opposed to his brother, wy was arrogant,
and says "11°% v°".26 2py°, who is named for the smallest part of the
body, the heel, symbolizing humility and modesty, says "3 v~".27

It is clear from all these differences that 2py> and wy reflect
the second understanding of the w1», that twins can be complete

opposites, and unable to reconcile these differences.

CONCLUSION

The wa quoted above elucidates the nmn’s opinion of twins. While
twins may be born with numerous differences, and opposite aims
in life, as 3py> and wv were, there lies within them the ability to
unite these disparities and merge them into a united and complete
being, as 79 and n7r did. Therefore, 273> and Wy were paradigmatic
of twins who were unable to integrate their “light” and “dark”
characters into one.

779 and nr, however, exemplify the model of the capacity

that twins (as well as others) have within themselves to unite,
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resembling the sun and moon who work well together to create
light and symbolizing the righteousness and rectitude they
brought into the world, and will one day return to the world, when
the moon of y75 will shine brilliantly and radiantly like the sun of

n1, proclaiming to the world that the mwn has finally come.
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The Tactics of the yo;7 23

God created man with many strivings and urges which we must
direct into the proper channels. God commanded us to curb some
of these urges, and to avoid others. The 7mn describes this as a
struggle between two opposing forces: the mnwi, which solely wants
to fulfill the will of God, and the ¥y17 7%°, which tries to deter us
from fulfilling that will.!

This is similar to soldiers on the front line. They know that
they are always at risk and therefore they must always be in a
state of alertness to defend themselves. They also must think of
ways to defeat the enemy. Periodically, a soldier can leave the front
line to rest a little bit, only to return to the battlefield. It’s obvious
that his job is to fight against the enemy, and his resting is only
intended to restore his physical and emotional energies. Nobody
thinks that the soldier is at the front lines primarily for periods of
resting.

This is the same with our battle with the y71 2%°. We have
moments when we can partake and enjoy the goods of the world,
but we should see these as periods of resting. These times of
resting should not distract us from the primary goal to triumph in
battle.2

Much of Western civilization views the world as an
amusement park, in which if people don’t receive what they think
is their fair share of enjoyment they feel short-changed. But what
if the world wasn’t created to be an amusement park? What if

everything in this world was not put here just to serve our needs?3
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What if it is the other way around and we were put here to do
something for the world? No one owes us anything. Rather, we are
the ones obligated, and we owe the world something!*

This is not the general view in Western civilization,
though, and even though we try to avoid society's persuasion, we
are still subject to its influence. The a"ann writes that a person is
profoundly influenced by his environment, and he recommends
that if one can't find an appropriate community, he should retire
to the wilderness rather than be subjected to a culture which is
antithetical to 77n.5

There is no community in Western civilization that is

immune to the prevailing culture. Realistically it is not feasible to
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run away to the wilderness because we need a community that
has educational facilities for children and many other resources
for basic Jewish needs. The only option is to maximize our
capabilities so that we can wage a successful battle against the ¥
yaa.

*"w1 quotes an opinion that the reason all living things,
including animals, were destroyed in the flood is because even the
animals became corrupt.6 Rav Eliyahu Lopian? questions how it
was fair for the animals to be punished if they have no nwsn 5703,
and how it was possible that the animals became corrupted.

Rav Lopian answers that just like physical bacteria can in-
fect all that they come in contact with, so it is true in the spiritual
world. The animals weren’t destroyed because they were sinful;
animals don’t sin. Rather, they were destroyed because they
became infected and corrupted by the widespread degenerate
behavior of the humans around them. Today, we have to make an
even greater effort not to be affected by our surroundings, even
more than the op>7¢ did in the past, because our environment is
much more toxic.

The character of the battle with the v17 7% changes from
generation to generation. Not only are the y71 7%’s weapons
different, but we are weaker fighters. Rav Itzele of Petersburg
points out that because recent generations have become physically
less robust; halachic authorities have given broader exemptions
from fasting.8 So too, in comparison with the spirituality of

previous generations, we are much weaker.9
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Rav Eliyahu Dessler explains that just before a candle
extinguishes, it may have a spurt of flame. It is a common
experience that when a fighter feels he is about to be beaten
he makes one last effort putting together all the strength
that remains. Now that we are approaching the ultimate redemp-
tion, which will mark the end of the end of the y7 %’s powers,
he is making a final attempt to corrupt people. This is another
reason why our generation must take extra precautions against
the vy .

It is reported that the Vilna Gaon would learn the second
chapter of ow n»onl0 thirteen times before going out into the
street. Our 7mn knowledge is nowhere close to that of the Vilna
Gaon, and the streets we go into are much more contaminated
than the streets of Vilna, so logically we should read that chapter
even more times before we leave the house. How many people read
it even once?

Rav Itzele of Petersburg comments that although the
yn "% and the 2w "% are equal in strength, there is a huge
difference. The y1n7 7% operates spontaneously; the body’s cravings
do not have to be activated. The 2w v, however, exists in
potential, and must be activated in order for it to function. That is
why the 7n%n states that a person must provoke the 2w 7x* against
the yan 2w, 11

A man described his internal struggles. “I have two dogs
inside of me, constantly fighting”. Someone asked him which one
wins, and he said whichever one I feed. We can feed the 2w % or

we can nourish the va7 7%°. Whichever one we feed wins. The w1
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pronounces: “Open for me a passageway like the eye of a needle,
and I will open for you portals that can be traversed by wagons”.12
We can achieve the upper hand in the battle against the ya7 2% by
taking even a tiny step in the right direction, as long as this is
done with sincerity.

The Chafetz Chaim would come into the yeshiva study hall
at night and send the students to bed. “The drive to stay up late at
night to study 7™ is not the work of the 2w 2%. It is the yon 7% that
wishes to deprive you of adequate sleep so that your mind will be
dull tomorrow.”

In nmdwn noMma in Y we  say: R W Y oM.
The Chafetz Chaim noted that 1199 is understandable, because
that means that w should not be an obstacle and prevent us
from performing nn. However, what does Inxn mean?
The Chafetz Chaim explained that sometimes the jww stands
behind us and appears to be pushing us to accomplish more nnxn.
Stay up all night and learn. Fast regularly as atonement for your
sins. Don’t limit your ap7¢ to the 10% (or 5%) stated by a3%.
Instead, give more and impoverish yourself. By urging us to
perform nmxn in excess, we drain our energies and resources.
This ultimately incapacitates us so that we can not properly
observe 1m0 and do nmxn.

Man’s first sin resulted when the y7 7x°13 told o7& that if he
would eat the fruit he would be o°7%x>.14 The y17 7% was not
disputing man’s requirement to emulate God; rather, it just

suggested an easier way to do it. The y17 ¥ often deludes man to
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see things differently than they are in reality and to think that
what is wrong is right.

The improvement of M is man’s goal. The mxn were given
to refine people.15 If the y771 7% can cause a person’s inborn traits
to remain undeveloped, then he has succeeded. The yan 7% at
times allows a person to go through the motions of observing the
mxn, while preventing him from refining his m». This can delude a
person into thinking that he is fully observant of the 7mn, while he
is really very deficient in refining his nmn.16

One of the most dangerous and deceitful tactics of the x>
y77 is to make a person feel dejected.l?” The vai 7%° convinces the
person to feel inadequate, incompetent and unworthy. These
negative feelings deprive a person of ambition and the will to do
anything. He may think he is too dull to learn 7mn, and because of
this belief, he may fail without even trying.

The Rebbe of Kotzk proclaimed that one should always
view the y17 7%° as holding an axe over him, threatening to cut off
his head. One 7on asked, “What if I can’t visualize that?” The
Rebbe answered, “That indicates that your head has already been
severed”. The vy 7% may delude us into thinking that we have
already subdued it. For example, it can even allow a person to go
through the motions of observing nnyn, thus giving him a false
sense of security that he has actually gotten rid of the y17 qx°.18

However, if we give up the battle, the enemy wins.
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The struggle with the y17 7% is unrelenting. The m2a1%1 nan
writes, when describing the v17 7%, “you may be asleep, but the

¥y 7% is always alert.”19
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Riva Wachsman

79sen: Changing '
or Changing Ourselves

We pray every day, and learn about 7sn and try to improve our
prayers, but do we really understand what 7%°5n is? Why does '
want our m>»on? What is the purpose of 7on? If, God forbid,
something bad happens or when we need something we turn to '
through 7%°sn, does that mean that it’s our means to communicate
with ‘7, in the hope of changing His mn? On the other hand, 7750
also appears to be a type of 1mav for we pray three times a day, and
there is a set order to our m»sn.

The x ! brings two sources for 77sn: the max and the
710 1277. According to X1°1n °271°01 "1, we learn the obligation of the
three daily prayers from the max, but we derive the times for the
msn from the 7nn j27p. Furthermore, from the max we learn that
7900 is meant to be a nwpa,2 and from the 7»n 1277 we that 77290 is
meant to be a set nmay.

The mwpa aspect of n°sn shows that our prayers have
power. We see this from the max and mmR, from mn and from 717
and from many other figures in 7"in. They prayed with intensity
when they were in need and were successful many times in
changing my mm.3

For example, the x ) implies that mn’s 79sn was answered
because she was able to get through all the “road blocks” and her
m>sn went straight to 7. The ¥ explains this by using a wn. A

poor beggar sneaks into the king’s party. He manages to slip past
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all the guards and all the gates. When he reaches the king,
he begs the king for a piece of bread.* What do you think a
merciful king would say? He allows the poor person to stay and
partake of the entire feast. This is what mn also did. Her prayers
were able to pass all the angels and heavenly gates and reach .
How did nmin manage to bypass all the obstacles? She made her
request for a son seem simple.5 She emphasized God’s overwhelm-
ing power and downplayed the size of her request. Furthermore,
mn promised that if her request was answered and 7 gave her a
son, she would have this child serve "7 for his entire life.6

mn’s prayers symbolizes the power our own m»sn possess.
On mwn w1, a day when we need to pray with all our hearts, we
remind ourselves of the power of min’s m>5n through the nine no7a
of the nom prayer. The x 7 explains that the nine m>72 of nom of
mwn wR1 correspond to the nine times that 7in mentioned 'n’s name
in her 175n.8 We hope that our m»sn will be answered and our m
changed on this mwn wx1 just like the m%sn of mn for she was
answered on mwn WM.

The p"1n explains that the underlying message that

we learn from mn’s 750 is that ' controls the whole world and,
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therefore, we must pray to Him, for only He is able to help us.?
The problem, however, is that if 'n controls everything, and He set
up the world a certain way, how can we have the audacity to
approach 'n and ask Him to change it?10

127K A0 21 grapples with this question.!! He explains that
our m»sn don’t have the power to change 'n’s decisions, they just
have the power to change ourselves. When you change who you
are, you merit a new 1. Thus, the nwpa aspect of 77°on forces us
to work on changing ourselves.!2 We need to use 77°5n as a way to

evaluate ourselves, our needs, and our relationship with 'n.
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84 Riva Wachsman

An apparently divergent view is presented to us in the
Talmud. pn¥’ "7 maintains that 'n gave us power through 72°sn. For
example, the m?sn of o’p>7x can change God’s attribute of anger to
mercy.!3 1 gave them this power because He wants them to call
out to Him and thereby become close to Him. 7%sn is a way for all
of us to come close to '1.14 We find this idea from the beginning of
mankind. 7 didn’t send rain until o7& recognized his needs and
called out to '7.15 God waited for o7x to ask for the rain. This was to
teach 07X to call out to God and come close to Him.

The nmayv aspect is derived from the other source of 77°5n,
the mia7p. In order to better appreciate this aspect of 7%on, we must
first examine N1y themselves.

The 1"am1 believes that '7 wanted us to serve him through
mM27p.16 The 1"am117 understands that nia7p serve as a 7795 for us
and prevent the nrow from departing from the wpni na. We see
throughout &1p» 790 that nuaip have the power to make a person
who is ¥a0 become M. For example, a woman who gives birth

brings a 1277 afterwards to become pure again; a sinner brings a
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77on: Changing 7 or Changing Ourselves 85

1297 after he sins. We also see that nia1p were brought on naw and
on the holidays because mip are holy and therefore we bring
them on holy days. Since 19°5n replaces mi11p today, the 7"an1 would
say that the purpose of 7195n is to keep the arow with us and to
make sure that it continues to dwell amongst us since we unfor-
tunately no longer have a wipnn n2a. Through our m»sn we become
the link of nwhip to 7"3pn. asn makes our everyday life holy, raises
us from 78»W to 777v and elevates our 7n to WP

The o"an’s approach to n2°sn combines the nwpa and nmay
aspects. He claims that it is a 7007 1 7wy mzn, like miaapn nmay, but
maintains that the purpose of this mxn is to strengthen our
relationship with ', to make us feel close to him. It is 27w amav.
This is the aspect of nwpa represented by the nax.18

From the mip aspect of prayer, Rabbi Yosef Dov Halevi
Soloveitchik learns that 79°5n equals self sacrifice. n137p teach us
that through 7%5n we must feel as if we are offering ourselves as
mp to '1.12 We go through a personal 77py every day in our m?°sn;
we completely sacrifice ourselves to God’s will. We do this by
declaring our complete insignificance and total lack of control in
this world.

If we are so insignificant, then how can we approach '7?
The Rav gives three answers.20 First, prayer is justified since it is
impossible to live without it. Second, there is a historical prece-
dent, the max. The max, nwn and the prophets all fell in prayer
before God. If so, we can rely on their actions as being indicative
that prayer to God is allowed. Third, as mentioned above, the

offering of mi7p indicates the need for man to bring himself close
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86 Riva Wachsman

to God like a 17p. This way, man can reach a state of seclusion
and closeness with God.

Even though one is permitted to pray to God and must
strive for feelings of closeness to God, one must not lose sight of
the fact that the essence of 77°on is being aware that one is stand-
ing in 'n’s presence.2! It is a clash of 'm panx and ' nx7.22 Yet
somehow one must synthesize the two messages as one prays to '

daily, time after time.
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Jenny Deluty

The Dichotomy of Bread

Although bread plays an integral role in Jewish ritual life and
religious symbolism, its deep significance is often overlooked.
The mystifying dichotomy of aon? lies in the fact that, on the
one hand, it serves the simple and most basic function of
satiating the entire world. Yet, on the other hand, bread is also
used to sanctify the most important and complex crossroads of
our lives. The same loaf for which a beggar implores,! serves to
complete and uplift our mnaw, o2w o, weddings and other mnnw.
We tend to associate bread with events ranging from the "nw on?
of o¥n Mayw to the o7 on in the wipna na. Only through a deep
analysis of the true meaning of bread through 7"in and n5%7 can
one begin to appreciate its primary function in daily Jewish
existence.

It is crucial to recognize the origin of the apparent
contradiction of bread’s significance. Before the sin of nwxan ox,
"7 told o7x that he could eat 337 vy 9on.2 God’s close interaction with
o7& made the process of getting food effortless and unproblematic.
However, after the sin, God cursed o, an® % xn Tox nyrn.d It
would now be a difficult, frustrating and at times unpleasant
experience to obtain the necessary sustenance. Thus, from the
beginning of man’s association with bread, two distinct and
separate aspects must be recognized. Bread can represent
an upgraded lifestyle with a direct and easy connection
with 7. Yet, it can also be just the opposite. It can be some-
thing which one must toil to obtain and which can have a

negative connotation.
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88 Jenny Deulty

7"1n often groups bread with other items, thereby giving it
different associations. For example, 1 an? XX 02w Ton px 2o,
while when omnax sent 77 and Pkynw away, he gave them nnm on®
onS. Perhaps 7"1n is alluding here to two aspects of an?. Sometimes,
bread can serve with wine the purpose to raise the nwnp of the
world and advance a direct relationship with '7.6 However, other
circumstances call for an? associated with water. This is on® that is
simple and mundane, that one must work for simply to survive.”

In the moments before the brothers sold oy to the ooxvnw,
thereby beginning the descent into m?, they are described as 12w
on? 71987.8 The brothers ate this bread at the very same time that
nor was crying from the pit. This was a on? that represented
callousness, a lack of sensitivity.? 17 7313 779, the brothers came
down to Egypt due to a famine involving a lack of on.10 Thus, their
heartlessness symbolized by an? ultimately led to their being exiled

to Egypt and remaining there.!!
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The Dichotomy of Bread 89

As the Tavw came to an end, the dichotomy of the on> rose
to the forefront. The 71 relates that the Jews left Egypt niomal2,
in a hurry, thereby emphasizing the nin as a symbol of freedom
from bondage.!3 The very same oo alludes to n¥» in the exact
opposite light by describing it as 1w an?, thus reminding them of
the difficult slavery of the past. [The slavery and freedom have
physical and spiritual connotations,!4 and we incorporate both
opinions in our 17,

The travels of X2 °11 in the 1217 offer yet another insight
into this duality of bread. As a result of their complaints for bread,
'n granted them a miraculous bread, the j». This was aon? which
could elevate 7% °12 and cause them to become spiritual beings,
similar to 0°5x71.15 It is for this reason that this j» was put into a
container to be preserved for future generations to see 'n’s unique

interaction with his nation.16 Ironically, it is this same miracle
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90 Jenny Deulty

bread that served as a future complaint, %P1%pn onba axp uwon.17
The Jews rejected the spiritual aspect of bread, the opportunity to
form a deeper relationship with God.

In both the pwn and the wipnn n72, the 17w was set with the
0°197 on. AN 2197 %19 an> ewn v nnn.l8 Clearly, the function of this
bread is to elevate X »12 to new heights and enable the nrow to
dwell within their midst.19 At the same time, it is also important to
recognize the source of the on?. The grains of wheat came from the
lands of the hardworking Jewish farmers. They elevated their
tiring efforts, the sweat of their brow, where the connection to God
is not so direct, in order to make the o157 an%? possible. Addition-
ally, a number of the mia7p contain mx» m>n.20 Obviously, M1y are
designed to elevate the person.

[It is worth noting that when nwn went up to "0 77 and
raised himself spiritually to be with '1, the 770 states that 958 X% an?
(7> ,72 mmw); nwn refrained from eating bread in order to elevate
himself. Perhaps this implies that eating bread lowers one’s status
and relationship with 7. (For a possible solution to the problem,
see 1727 19K, 21)]

on? sends two distinct messages. There are certain times
that '7’s presence is clear and other times when the 0% 2no7 of 1
forces us to work hard to find Him. Judaism embraces both
situations and fuses the two messages of an>.

Perhaps this definition of an? can apply to the realm of 7597,
too. The Halachic definition of nmwo ny3p is always defined by anb.
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The Dichotomy of Bread 91

A possible reason for this is that the meal fuses the eating of the
food which we have worked so hard to obtain with the recitation of
a 172 in recognition of the bread’s ability to bring us close to .
With this idea one can better understand the myn of 71 nw-on,
as well.22

We must internalize the message of bread and apply it to
our lives. We must fuse the meanings of the elevated with the
mundane. If we recognize ' as the true source of yx7 11 on? Xxmn,
thus negating the effects of pwx1n o7& Xon, we will merit to negate
the function of bread post sin and see the function of bread

primarily as the mn on? and o797 on®!
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Emily Foxen-Craft

How Many Messages in a Dream?

It is recorded in 7311 w12l that XW9p 73, 127 and M 12 YU oM
proffer three different explanations of 2p¥’s strange dream of
a ladder with ascending and descending angels. We are familiar
with the interpretation in 737 nwxna that the angels that
had guarded 27y in %W yIR were now leaving him, and those
who would guard him in > yin were taking their place.2
This explanation seems to fit more into the surrounding
context, as the text says clearly, mm 721 paw =Nan 2py> X¥1.3
The three exegeses, however, as we will see, veer from the simple

meaning of the text.
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The impetus for xwp 92’s explanation might be the verses
after 2py>’s dream. After waking up from his dream, 2py> makes a 11

to 'n.
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94 Emily Foxen-Craft

o171 are intrinsically connected to the nam, wipna no,
anA and nIa7p as is seen in %w pad a2, Similarly, “wyn is linked
as is evident from 1 9 xp1 8. Py not only made a 171 to bring an
amount of M1 to ', but he specifically chose to give a tenth to
emphasize and allude to the generosity that would be displayed by
his descendents at the wipnn na. 2py showed future generations
that the purpose of the nam, miap and any offering to ' is to make
a 0’178 n°2 here on earth.

If we want to make a connection between the earth
and onw, between the mundane and the spiritual, we can do so
through our actions, through miaap and the nam. Consequently,
'm will be namn %y 231 and we will forever be provided for and

protected.

— %R 2XW PO T — 070 M v Or02 R PInD aan
(7 ©™M27) — AMWD YW WRM T 0PNnna 1R (00 nnw)
I .. oD AT — 00 A3 R"T .DAwn 2% 7Y wRI W2
MOR MY DAPR 201 (Mo o°han) ow Yy — DMPR ORON
MMM (R OMT) °NIT LDOIRM INIPIY DRI NTAN LRI
JONRY AW AT — 219K ORDR MM .ayh 'onPRDna oRn
(ow) ,nwn a1 — D7 TR OR oY awa (00 maw) — 20w
WRY OR OPD T 9V T (Qw) — YRV 2X 7o Lawn 7

"

Why did the o'mon choose to connect 2py”’s dream to "0 7?
In contrast to &%p 92’s conceptual connections, the parallels
noticed by aomon seem at first to only be textual. However, an
understanding of 1p¥*’s nature points to a deeper significance of
this connection. Why must the 7m0 mention 75 Yaw X2 P> XYM
m17n8 if it already stated 07X 7379 7271 1K 7X) 172K 2K 2Py ynw"9?

0-X P09 °
3-5 opoo ©

(0P T XYM NWID) NP P2 R¥M1 1Y (20 OpP0DD N0 AWND) MOWRNA N2 WA 7

.OMW AP0

> o pwxa



How Many Messages in a Dream 95

The 51731 w1 answers that this is an allusion that 2py> took
a break between the two stages of his journey, the departure from
vaw X2 and the arrival in 71, to learn 7n for fourteen years
from "2v.10 Just as 21py° left a place, and before reaching his
destination, stopped to learn 7mn, so too %X 12 left ox¥n, and
before entering % yoX, stopped to receive the 7.

Indeed, u" p7o nnw, the very chapter preceding the giving of
the mn277 nwy, recounts how X7 "12 left oxn and traveled to °1°0 27
to receive the nmn. It is in *ro that 'n calls the Jews by the name n»a
2py>.11 From this point forward, 7"in repeatedly connects 7n to the
name 2py°. For instance, when ay?1 praises 7k av, he says, 12w
apyy TYAR.12 YA is often associated with 7min.13 Later in 0317, when
nwn gives a 1972 to all of »x7w» »1a together, he states, nwn 12 My 770
apyy AR v, 14

Perhaps this is the reason that Jews are called x> 13,
one of 23p¥'s names, for we embody the 7mn. This opinion focuses

on an intellectual approach to God.
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96 Emily Foxen-Craft
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"9 12 Y C37’s explanation is even more peculiar. What
could possibly be the motivation to associate 1p¥’s dream with
7X¥175121°s dream as recorded in 9X°17 190167

[I only focused on the dream of 2xx175121 and not on the
image of 7x¥172121 mentioned later in the waTn. X¥175121 saw in his
dream a great, bright and terrifying image. The image's head was
of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs
of brass, its legs of iron, its feet part of iron and part of clay.
w721 then witnessed a stone that was cut out without hands
which smote the image upon its feet that were of iron and clay,
and broke them to pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold were broken in pieces together, and became
like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors. The wind carried
them away. The stone that smote the image became a great
mountain, and filled the whole earth.]

The answer might be embedded in '7’s message to 2py in
his dream, and '7’s message to TKx172121 in his dream as revealed by
oR017.17

[>%17 explained that the head of gold was ax¥i17:11. After
R¥172, an inferior kingdom would arise. Afterwards, a third
kingdom of brass shall rule over the world. A fourth kingdom that
is as strong as iron will then rule and will crush others like iron.
It will be a divided kingdom as represented by the mixing of clay
and iron. Part of the kingdom will be strong like iron and part will
be broken like clay. In the days of those kings, God will set up

mwn's kingdom which shall never be destroyed. mwn's kingdom was
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represented by the stone that was cut out of the mountain without

hands. mwn's kingdom shall consume all the other kingdoms.]
Upon a closer reading, one can immediately realizes that

although conveyed in different perspectives to different audiences,

the messages are similar.
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promised the land of Israel. Similarly,
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apy's children will increase in | %2 ¥ M) (M)
my o DI NIND
o meY) TR AW TYn
nNgYRn 52 71 1333)

TYNN TND

ST R o) ol
number. This obviously will happen

with a kingdom that lasts forever.
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Now, the two dreams seem parallel. Despite the fact that
one dream is of angels and a ladder, and one is of an iron giant
being destroyed by a stone,20 the messages of the two dreams are
the same. They both describe the establishment of an eternal
kingdom for '7’s nation, namely, 2p¥"'s descendants, that 'n will
always protect and guide. 9x¥17)21 was shown this message
through a %wn, while 2py> was directly told by God. This demon-
strates that while the other nations only vaguely appreciate this
message, 1p¥''s descendents intuitively know and identify with this
prophecy. We yearn in our hearts for the fulfillment of our destiny.
It is a message of n1nK, a part of our emotions, and it will carry us
through the ages and the exile.

It is entirely possible that these three interpretations of
py's dream are brought in 721 PPwR72 W and nynw vpY because
while each individual explanation points to a logical parallel and a
significant message, the combination of all three together is very
powerful. The values of giving to 'n, learning 7n and believing in
God are prototypes of three significant human faculties: action,
intellect, and emotion. Together they represent our acknowledge-
ment and service of 7"3p7. As a nation and as individuals, we need
all three faculties in order to fulfill our destiny and to return to y2x

& just like our forefather 2py> eventually did.
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Rabbi Rafi Cohen

The Religious Significance of nxwm a»

The Holocaust is arguably the most horrific and calamitous event
experienced by the Jewish People in two thousand years. It caused
emotional, cultural and spiritual scars unparalleled in their far-
reaching effect, changing modern Jewish collective memory and
sensibilities. The destruction wrought by Nazi Germany serves as
a reminder to the precariousness of Jewish national and spiritual
existence in the modern world. This is why Nazism has come to
symbolize the ultimate enemy of Judaism, p7v, and the ongoing
battle for Jewish survival. It is my contention that this correlation
should be recognized, spiritually and halakhically, by the modern
Jewish world.

In Jewish history, only the scars and memories created
by the desert battle with pony following the exodus from Egypt and
the destruction of the Temples are comparable to those of the
Holocaust.! These events are of meta-historical character, their
effects transcending historical occurrences and becoming part and
parcel of every-day Jewish thought and practice.

Consequently, the Jewish People lives in continual
recognition of its ongoing existential struggles along with con-

scious awareness of the sometimes harsh progression of history.

1 Other major calamities affecting the Jewish People, such as the failed
X201 2 rebellion, the Crusades, the Chmielnicki riots of 1648-9 in
Ukraine, pogroms in Russia in 1881-4 (which prompted the common
use of the term “pogrom”), as well as expulsions from England in
1290, France in 1306, Spain in 1492 and Portugal in 1497, never had
the same encompassing effect on world Jewry. The effects, terrible and
devastating, were relatively focused and local, with the majority of
Jewry living unaffected.
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Py has symbolically come to represent the unending battle
against the national Jewish entity, while the destruction of the
Temples and the following exile represent the termination of the
Jewish State and the ultimate goal of its reclamation.2

Both of these events have been branded into Jewish
memory through proactive commemoration. The prophet o1
writes of four days of fasting and atonement in remembrance of
the events preceding and directly following the destruction of the
First Temple3, while the Torah itself commands continued active
memorial of the encounter with pony.4

Nazi persecution resulting in the Holocaust closely fits the
mold of the ongoing war with p7v. As no Jewish national entity
existed at the time of the Second World War, no territory or
resources were to be gained by the elimination of the Jews.
Nor can the Holocaust be classified as a religious war against
Judaism.

Conversion would not have saved any Jews, as even non-
Jews with Jewish heritage were branded Jews, based on racial
profiling, for the sake of extermination. Nor would the expulsion of
Jewry from Nazi territory have sufficed. The Nazi objective was to
rid the world of both the Jewish religion and the Jewish people,

similar to the apparent ambition of poy.5

2 The religious effect of the Destruction is somewhat minimized by the
ability of the Jewish people to adapt to existence without the Temple.
The yearning for its rebuilding is part of a yearning for a full National-
religious revival.

3 ,n o,
4 77 RXDN D ,RPININ WA,

5 py’s goal in making war on Israel is unclear from the 7n. Several
commentators interpreted Amalekite actions as part of an ongoing
conflict based on the friction between 1wy and 2Py, sons of pny’; NwRI2
10,77 relates that pony is descended from wy. See r .75 027 2™a%n. See
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It would thus seem fitting that the commemorative events
relating to the Holocaust, currently concentrated in nxwn ar,
take on religious and even halakhic significance similar to
that of =1 nw.¢ In contemporary halakhic practice, =151 naw
is the date set aside for commemoration of the continuous
battle with pov, past, present and future. This is implemented
through reading aloud the Mosaic commandment to this effect in
a public setting.

In a similar manner, I think that it is proper to invest
religious meaning in nxwn ovr. Though dedicated by secular
authorities, nxwn aor should not be devoid of spiritual significance.
On the contrary, as it has come to symbolize national awareness of
the horrors and trials of the Holocaust, it is necessary that religion
play a part in this memorial. Thus, when properly observed and
invested with religious meaning, nxwn o would become another
date on which to fulfill an aspect of the mxn of phay nor,

remembering poy.7

also 1, nwX12 "2 and his interpretation of X ,x oy as relating to the
ongoing conflict between the descendents of v and Israel.

The comparison between Nazism and po»y will be expounded upon
presently. Regarding the distinction mentioned between Nazi motives
and religious persecution, the latter generally took the form of forced
conversion or expulsion, not extermination.

The goal of the persecuting Christians or Moslems was to convert
Jews to their respective religious beliefs, not kill them. Struggles
for national survival, such as those against the Babylonians and
Romans, were not of particular religious nature. The conquering
powers strove to eliminate resistance among the conquered
peoples and one method of achieving that goal was doing away with
local religion.

6 See for example 27°¥0 2 1°0 AYT I, 207 P ,0°01 PrIXC 2.

7 It is not my intention to contend that there is inherent religious
significance in nxwn or per se, currently observed on the 27th of jo01,
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In order to reach this conclusion, we must examine
historical precedent regarding the establishment of specific days of
mourning and their religious significance. We must then analyze
the mitzvah of poav nor as well as the character of Py itself and
definitively establish the connection between Nazism and pony.
Only then will we be able to delineate nxwi or as a day infused
with pony naoor.

Historically, calamitous events have led to the establish-
ment of fast days infused with repentance and introspection. This
practice, as we have noted, is rooted in the biblical notion of
fasting on days associated with the destruction of the First Temple
and Jewish communities throughout history have adhered to it.
For example we may note the practice of fasting on the twentieth

of o, established by an 11 in 1171 following the public slaughter

but that conceptually nxwi or embodies values which deserve
appropriate and periodical recognition. There is much debate as
to the proper date to be set aside for Holocaust memorial.
Some advocate for axa mywn, such as R. Moshe Feinstein [( 777 ,qwn nk
1 o 7 pon nvv). This was also reportedly R. Soloveitchik’s view].
The Chief Rabbinate of Israel has established the fast of nava mwy
as 990 wIpn o (a public day or mourning for those who perished
in the Holocaust).

These dates have not been widely accepted, for various reasons,
as is evidenced by the relative lack of general public adherence
to the above rabbinic opinions. Even 2ax1 mywn is almost devoid of
Holocaust meaning as can be seen by the lack of adequate mp for the
mxw. Even when those few that exist are read (not everywhere), it is
at the end of the service. Certainly from an educational perspective
the Holocaust has not received its share of significance within
modern liturgy and practice. Therefore, for better or worse, it
should be preferable to commemorate the Holocaust at a specifically
designated time.
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of Jews in Blois, France.8 This same date was later accepted by 11
v7997 1737 °naw, the 7"w, to commemorate the Chmielnicki pogroms
of 16489 and by the rabbis of Hungary in memorial of Hungarian
Jews Kkilled in the Holocaust!0. Another such day, less widely
accepted, was Friday prior to the reading of npw nwas, supposedly
the date of the burning of the Talmud in Paris in 1240.11

Fasting, though the most prevalent manner of religious
commemoration is not the only method adopted by Jewish
communities to invest meaning in specific dates. Days of mourn-
ing have been given meaning through prayer and other ritual
behavior as well. Such is the case regarding the custom in
medieval Europe to say the prayer of a»nii ax on the Shabbat
preceding myaw in mourning for the communities destroyed during
the First Crusade of 1096.12

Subsequently, many Ashkenazic Jews adopted the prac-
tice to observe traditional mourning during the period between the
first of °™& and mwaw, associated with v n70o, in memory of that
same event.13 Thus we see that mourning and commemoration
take on various forms of expression and that religious significance
is not limited to fasting.

In order to properly appreciate its association with
mRwn ov, it is necessary to understand the meaning of pYny navor.

The nmn commands the fulfillment of two distinct obligations:

8 A.M. Haberman, no¥) 1owx mam 9o, 126. Thirty-five Jews were
reportedly killed in the riots.

9 v "0 HPN M0 DTNAR .

10 Yehudit Baumel, nvo2 ®1p, 150.
11 See note 9.

12 myaw moon 5" mn T90.

13 11 9"D 797 1290 ONAR .
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to remember and not to forget.!4 Their underlying intention is to
instill in the Jewish people the timeless significance of the struggle
with poay. It does not concern one or several generations, but all
Jews forever.

Halakhically, remembrance has come to mean periodical
active memorial.15 This aspect of the commandment is fulfilled on
the Shabbat preceding o, 757 naw, as noted earlier. The
prohibition to forget is constant, i.e. that one must always be
consciously aware of the Jewish struggle with ponv.16 Thus there is
a tradition to recite the verse commanding this prohibition on a
daily basis following the morning prayers of nmnw.17

In this way, Py n7a1 is similar to perhaps the singular
most important event in biblical Jewish history, the Exodus from
Egypt. There, too, the commandment is to actively remember!8,
fulfilled every year on nod through reenactment of the Exodus.19
Likewise, the reading of the y»w every day consistently preserves
this memory in the Jewish conscious.

Thus we see that singularly significant memory in Juda-
ism, like P71y, is not left to the intellectual and emotional capacity
of the individual. It is to be expressed actively, momentously and
appreciably, as only through reliving a memory can it be absorbed

comprehensively and appropriately for posterity.20

14 v 70 om3a7. There is a third commandment: to obliterate po»y. This
is not the focus of the paper.

15 17 1970 MWTNT X 112 MW ,WArouY 2pye 2.
16 X 'mPIma X190, See also LI 7WYN X9 VDR AWY ,NN¥MAT 150 ,0"n.

17 The memory of p7y is part of the six ma1 often recited at the end of
morning. See 2 "0 D 20 712K .

18 S mxn 7I°m7 T90.

19 3:7 ;7% pan Maba 30 mawn ,0"ann.
20 Tt is particularly noteworthy that both the Exodus and pbny
are of national proportion. The active eradication of pony is demanded
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As mentioned previously, Py represents the antithesis
to the Jewish People throughout history. The biblical pony
strove to destroy the Jewish national entity without any regard
for territorial or financial gain, nor was there any religiously
oriented conflict between the nations.2! The struggle with pony
then becomes rooted above all in gratuitous hatred. When
this is the motive for war, peace can never be achieved and no
side can be placated without the destruction of the other.
Thus p7y becomes the paradigm for future enemies of Jewish

existence.22

of the nation as a whole, though it is the individual’s responsibil-
ity to consciously maintain the memory of the struggle with pony.
This is parallel to the celebration of the Exodus, performed by the
Jewish People as a whole on no» while individuals must invoke
its memory on a regular basis.

The national character of poy n»mn is demonstrative of similar
qualities invested in pony na1. The Talmud relates that Israel was given
three nm¥» upon entering the Land of Israel, the establishment of
a monarchy, annihilation of p>ny and construction of the Temple.
From the juxtaposition of these three commandments we can discern
the national constitution of the mxn to destroy pbny. It is therefore
the halakhic majority opinion that this commandment exists only
when the Jewish People form a national entity capable of making
war and defending itself. See (7%n 1°0) X7® WO ,pan LR 11, who
parallels (7-7:71 @0%1 md2n) o"ann. [See, however, the dissenting opinion
of (770 MxM) MnI 90,

This is suggestive of the national character of the commandment
to actively remember the struggle with pony, even though its fulfill-
ment does not require a national entity in the same manner.

21 -1, Mnvw.

22 pony becomes the paradigm for enemies who have no discernable
reason to hate Jews. Not all enemies are of this nature, as will be
presently explained.
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In the ancient world, where gods were associated with
peoples and territory, an assault on a nation was considered an
assault on its god as well. A heavenly battle was waged paralleling
the earthly one and every war had spiritual implications as well as
temporal ones. In this light we can understand God’s reaction to
aggression against Israel.23 It becomes clear why He states that He
will forever be in conflict with pomy as this is a parallel to the
ongoing earthly struggle.24

Py as a racial and national entity ceased to exist some-
time in the eighth century BCE when the Assyrians exiled the
tribes of the Middle East and destroyed the local kingdoms.25
However, the metaphysical nature of pony is part of the ongoing
struggle of the Jewish People. Thus, Amalekite characteristics are
attributed to any nation waging an existential war against Israel
and therefore the mn to remember the actions of pony is applicable
as well. This mx» then becomes part of the fabric of Jewish
memory and transcends time and space.26

It is in this vein that Nazi Germany can be classified
as p7ny.27 Hitler is the first to designate the Jews as a racial entity
to be destroyed since the times of *>7 and 2nox.28 wr, an’s wife,

is the only biblical figure to use the term ommn ¥y (the seed

23 See for example 7,7 nnw.
24 10,1 nnw.
25 3 nd12 0722 TN,

26 (31n mxn) rnn 0o presents the idea that all nations may potentially
be classified as poy, based on (X° X¥n °d) xmmn wom stating that
Hashem’s war with p7»y will continue until the Messianic era.

27 This is also the opinion of R. Soloveitchik, po17 117 93, 101 note 23
(English version can be found in Theological and Halakhic Reflections
on the Holocaust, pages 98 and 116-117 note 23).

28 Pogroms and persecutions had historically been religious in nature,
not racial. This fits 0"2%»’s description of pony, above note 20.
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of Israel) to explain n’s failure in his struggle against °>7n.29
Her characterization of ">7 is typical of her Amalekite nature.30
Similarly, Hitler adheres stringently to this doctrine and his war is

existential and of racial nature. Hitler states:

If ... the Jew is victorious over the other peoples
of the world, his crown will be the funeral
wreath of humanity and this planet will, as it
did thousands of years ago, move through the
ether devoid of men. ... Hence today I believe
that I am acting in accordance with the will of
the Almighty Creator: by defending myself
against the Jew, I am fighting for the work of the
Lord.”31

In another passage Hitler explains the nature of the Jews:

The Jew has always been a people with definite
racial characteristics and never a religion; only
in order to get ahead he early sought for a
means which could distract unpleasant attention
from his person. And what would have been
more expedient and at the same time more inno-
cent than the 'embezzled' concept of a religious
community? For here, too, everything is borrowed
or rather stolen. Due to his own original special
nature, the Jew cannot possess a religious
institution, if for no other reason because he
lacks idealism in any form, and hence belief in
a hereafter is absolutely foreign to him.... Indeed,
the Talmud is not a book to prepare a man for

the hereafter, but only for a practical and

29 3 1 NOXR NYOAn.
30 X 2w

31 Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf Vol. 1 Chapter 2.
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profitable life in this world. The Jewish religious
doctrine consists primarily in prescriptions for
keeping the blood of Jewry pure and for regulating
the relation of Jews among themselves, but even
more with the rest of the world; in other words,

with non-Jews.32

In his tirade against Jewry, Hitler betrays his affilia-
tion with Amalekite principles; total war against the Jews with
no motive aside from complete annihilation. It thus becomes
clear that Hitler is the embodiment of a modern p?v and
the connection between nxwin o and the mitzvah of poay mor
is clarified.

The Rabbis of the Talmud linked this m¥» to the naw
preceding o™ in order to juxtapose the eradication of Py to
that of m1.3%3 To them, m7 was pony reincarnate, and therefore
there was no more fitting time than o to fulfill pony nor.
By connecting ponv to o9 the memory of the ongoing Jewish
struggle against racial hatred is institutionalized in the Jewish
calendar. However, there is no halakhic necessity in this linkage.
The myn is not time bound and is connected to o2 out of
historical convenience.34

Therefore, there is certainly no halakhic reasoning to
prevent the fulfillment of Py m~a1 on nxwn or, and perhaps our
modern sensibilities regarding our own historical experiences
would even demand such observance. Here is not a suggestion
to replace the traditional obligation to read p%y nwo before

oo; however, I would contend that in modern times this

32 Ibid Vol. 1 Chapter 11.
33 .v> 797 noon Y"wA.

34 71 200 1 PRI AMIR IR 2 A0 T 2.
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obligation should be augmented by renewed spiritual vigor
invested in nxwn or.35

Jews have a national responsibility and religious duty to
instill the memory of the Holocaust with spiritual significance.
Judaism believes in inculcating the mundane with religious
meaning, to recognize God’s hand in every experience. This is the

essence of Jewish legacy and tradition.

35 We can add to this the tradition in the name of R. Soloveitchik that
one fulfills the mitzvah of pony nor by studying about the Holocaust.
See http:/ /www.koltorah.org/ravj/Yom%20Hashoah%20and% 20Tisha%20Beav.htm.
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The Importance of the ws7p

Q179 X9 WX

It was 7mn nmaw. The people danced spiritedly with the mn.
Their voices rang out loudly and passionately. Excitement filled
the air and even the children could feel it. However, the 3in sud-
denly spied a child who clearly was emotionally detached from the
entire event. “My child,” the kind yn asked, “Why are you not
joining in the thrill and excitement of dancing with the nmn?”
“Oh,” replied the child, “I see 7mn "o all the time. My father is
the town’s 7910.”1

The child conveyed the message that it is extremely
difficult to become excited about something which one is
accustomed to. This story, explains the 1™x1, helps illustrate why
people are more enthralled with the prayer a?in mnn than with the
daily prayer, owna xim.

o1 XM directs us to beg 'n for forgiveness, to press 'n
for nm% y1p and 9w P13, and, at the same time, pleads for
protection from the evils of the exile. We base the validity of
our requests on max nmd1, the hope that world recognition
of 1 will soon occur, and a"3p7’s infinite mercy. Each issue is
repeated and rehashed over and over, again and again in quick
succession.

If one pays attention to the words, one can truly feel
the urgency in the pleas and requests for 7’s salvation. Clearly,

o XM is at least as important as Ao mnn, if not more, as the 2™

112 %y ,(R"nwn ,00%w) 22m1T Awn 277 DRk ,My Uncle the Netziv XA !
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claims. [Even the origin of owin xym is impressive.2] Yet, the emo-
tional and religious ecstasy felt for Apn minn is usually not present
in one’s recitation of o x3m! Due to its regularity and frequency,

o1 XM is taken for granted.3

mnWwnY IR .2

What has been said of own ¥, which is only recited on most
Mondays and Thursdays, certainly applies to one of our most
important m»on, a nwTpaw 137, the w7p. A number of descriptions of
the v»1p from both the 1n%n and 27 confirm the primacy of the wp.
The X34 comments: 11°7 13 17 PYNP M2 232 7121 X2 AW RT IAKR 33w 9.
If one answers X211 9w X7 R in w1p with all his energy, then
Heaven rips up an (evil) sentence that might have been decreed
against him. The amS informs us that this nwp (i.e. nwTpaw "27),

unlike any other form of nw1ip, can penetrate all spiritual barriers.

IPDIY 2T 120" P, MNP MDD DR KA1 (2 YD) ToR 12°0 00N NI W W 2
'2 257 WY IO’ D02 12 PIRD 79D 1PHTA 277 IR AN WD 01 07 By oo3pt 3"y
M%7 IR M 22 20 MITIX 7902 K1 "I RIM" DR NIpn 037 vt H'n L,(86-85 )
079 MR XTI QW I DIPRLDIRWIY MYAA IRIW LNNR 2TV N1°O02 n awva" ' L. B
T DRWOM AT 0IW 1M 0IM0IY IR %I ,000 MR .20 ava 12 1Bk 200K 191
9901 77 41PN AR 1 921 NPIVNA 12w’ .07 N1 .aY DWHW AT 12 30,02 1R DT MIna
1712 °NPRY 02 MK 0" DON KDY XA XY T oW 70,00 2WHW 1mPwl WK L9apa 2192
T 22 ORTI2,0O0TAR JPT AK LKD" 2y when ™" 07y CNw 12 21N AW P00 Y IRIPY
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RIR" 7V WX ,"DIM RIM" 1R WA AwHW 19K WK JPT IMKR 10 9aph ovpTx A 1oIna
12 921 (VD 12°0) 27InT PY2 03 12N P27 M0 TV awn WLwm e PR TY 1w, "on

S'(m 100)

114 'my ow
p naw

1% 1270 "I O 1222 KM 5



The Importance of the 77 115

The 16 also relates how one rabbi found a .7w for his daughter.
Upon witnessing a man jumping from the roof in order to hear
v1p, the rabbi ran to meet him. He became convinced that the leap
for v1p was an outer expression of the man’s deep understanding
and appreciation of v7p’s real significance. Immediately, the rabbi
arranged for the marriage of his daughter to that man, declaring
that his future son-in-law’s action, a jump for vp, revealed his
greatness in 77n.

v>7p is chanted in various forms at least thirteen times
every day (according to common custom among 7dwR non) with
mourners present. When the nn is read, when fowm is said, and
sometimes when o970 are uttered, the v7p is chanted even more
times. The jnown w7 — aware of the great importance of wip,
calling it %» v wnaw, the king’s scepter — writes strongly that
fewer ow»7p should be recited. He limits the number of daily owp
to eleven.8

Examining the content of v*7 and the role it serves for the
mourner can enhance every individual’s 71> and enthusiasm for

this oft-repeated prayer.
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Y93 20 A

The x"n9 cites the custom for one mourning for the death
of a parent to recite the v7p. Why must a mourner say w7p? Also,
mown winforms us that wip was instituted by the 79177 noi Wi
after the destruction of the first Temple.!! What is the connection
between w17 and the j211?

With the death of an individual and, obviously, with the
destruction of the Temple, the land of Israel and much of %xw» oy,
people instinctively wonder, “Where is God?” If God truly is aware
what happens in this world, how could He allow such suffering to
occur? Non-believers conclude that the existence of evil in this
world substantiates various heretical beliefs. Some claim that this
proves that God must not exist at all. Deists allege that God
created the world, but left it in nature’s control. God is unaware of
the happenings on earth, and, therefore, evil is able to take place.

In the ma% °»n 7wy wom, another option is presented.
[There are four versions of the w2 with some variations among
them.12] As %22 712 7m7 "21 is being brought to be executed, an
official asks him, “Does God still have power? Otherwise, why
doesn’t He save you and your colleagues?”13 Similarly, the emperor
questions God’s power as he orders the deaths of jmnna noxin
and 9900 22w "a1. To noxn, he says, “Your Lord cannot save you.
My father has destroyed His house ... Your Lord is too old to be of

help any longer. Otherwise, He would rise up and take revenge as

OXY 2R 5Y 1 11 3"V ,AR BV TR A mwaTa e 9" (7 w0 1"vw 1°0) avT o °
Lo 2" RN wrTp

37°Y0 11 12°0 ,X Y0 71 70 ik O

X I MW7 *Na1 MO *nab PoIR1 YR avwa" ,(.3) M3 noon vaa o ax
12 77,79 N2 IR POYPAY TR IWR IR WK VIR XIT TIN2 WP ,TNA0 TN TR
"OmAR W DY 10w 0127 On2 MIRY 1P DR 7930w 28D

170-167 'y ,(3"wn ,TP™Y) *ar .5 277 nXn A Time to Weep X7 12
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He did in times of old against nv19, X100 and the kings of jvi>.”14
Finally, to 22w *27, the emperor announces, “Quick, kill him. Let us
see the strength and might of the Lord and what He will do in the
next world.”!15 The emperor and his official are contending that
God is not all powerful and can be defeated. Finally, others assert
that God is not all good and therefore evil exists.

Judaism rejects all these options. 2o"ann list several
foundations of our faith: the belief that God exists; He created the
world and sustains, watches and guides it; He is omnipotent.

Furthermore, we affirm thrice daily 77’s declaration that
God is good. vwyn 3 v v 959 ' 2w.16 Similarly, in the first 7372
of ynw nX*Ip, MR ¥, we state mwh M2 X 2w. God is identified
as .

How then does Judaism account for the existence of
evil in this world? myw> explains: ,¥7 X2 2HW AW TWIT R IR NP
R 93 nww mooaR.17 Even evil is God’s creation. People fail to
comprehend this because of the gap between the human’s level
of understanding and 7"apa’s. Just as a fly cannot comprehend
the work of a great mathematician around whom it buzzes,
so too, we cannot understand '7’s motives.18 Smawnn ®Y "
NAWNMY D3°37TA D77 1A D PIRM 2w W2 %D .7 ORI 277 0°77 R 3 Nawnn
o> mawnmn. 19

The prophet 1 informs us that in the end of

days (the Messianic era), X M1 IR 7 77 X7 0P ... 7o 7 om.20

165 'ay ,ow

167 'y ,ow

v ,mmp ovoan 18

1 v Y
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Isn’t 'n always One, however, as we proclaim daily in the ynw?2!
R 72 RAR 11 answers that even though nowadays we bless
unm 2wn for good news and naxa 17 M2 for bad news, never-
theless, in the Messianic era, we will only recite the n>72 of
unm 2.

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan explains that the awareness of God’s
goodness will be clear in all cases and not simply be a matter
of faith.22 It follows that the perception of '7’s involvement in
the world will increase, too. This is indicated by the xwy’s
continuation,23 X mw1. Isn’t God’s Name One nowadays also?
PIY 72 yam 27 answers that nowadays we write the Tetragrammaton
one way, and read it another way. In the Messianic era, it will
be written and pronounced the same way. As Rabbi Soloveitchik
points out24 that ;> refers to God as Sustainer of the universe
and guiding force of the world. [y refers to the Tetragrammaton,
the four letter name of God. Throughout the article, I will refer
to this name of God as Py’ since in the context of this article it is
preferable not to write the Tetragrammaton as it is written in 7"in.]
In the future, we will be able to verbalize p1p> as it is written, since
we will then have a greater perception of God’s nmw:n.25

The mourner, questioning and contemplating basic tenets
of his faith, the purpose of life and man’s ultimate destiny, is

instructed to recite the v»7p. And the w7 responds.

LTI MW TAR T R PR PINA 93 9y Tonk ' m” (1) o°nos naon a3 Tmbn ax 2
MMW2 9Y 717 29T .27 2W A 09O R LRI T2 RAR 237 MR 2RI TR WD RITRT WK
MV IR LRI DY NNKRT U7 N2 MR MY MW D ,200AM 20T N2 MWK M

M

30y ,(3"IWN ,0°9w1) 199p IR 277 DX, Facets and Faces 77 22

TAMI 27 IR 2RI TR MW IR RITRT 0K TR XD IR W1 :(.1) 2100 Naon 213 Tmbn 2
X277 22 228,07 79X XP11 0" 702 2n21 71 2R LR 0w I W0 R LY 12
"9 2o " 7 KPR 191
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WP 937 9207 .7

The v confronts the problem of evil in this world. v1p expresses
our belief that ' exists, 'n is creator of the universe, 'n is the
guiding force of the cosmos and all that '1 does is for the good.
These messages are alluded to time and time again throughout the

v1p. For example:

-1-

The first two words of w»p, the w26 states, refer to a verse
in 9Xpm,27 snwipnm Cnvmanm. In that chapter, the prophet Sxpim
describes the battle of xwm aa. i, leader of xmm, gathers his
and other nations together, and attacks o%w1. This battle
symbolizes the final war between good and evil.28 With the
destruction of all evil, our cognizance of God’s contact with
this world is greatly enhanced. Thus, the prophet proclaims:
TOIR W L onw TR *noTanm. The 0™29129 distinguishes between
and v, mmR is faith based on traditions. In mwni nm», our
perception of God will be based on ny7, which is a clearer
understanding of God. Our understanding of God and the spiritual
realm will become so clear that it will almost be like our perception
of the physical world.

Also, because of i s defeat, X237 v wIpnn 10,
His great Name will become even greater. This refers to the verse
from 71 quoted previously which also deals with xwm s nnron.
TR WMWY TR 7T R0 0P L. T M expresses, once again, that
in Messianic times, greater clarity in understanding God’s

amwn will exist.

1 700 2
30,1 oxpr 27
.360-368 'Y ,(2"1wN ,0°7w1?) 129p IR 2771 DX 21, Handbook of Jewish Thought 7x7 2
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The 7712 mwn30 emphasizes that one must say wipn» >nn
and not wipn™ S7an> since it is based on the verse in “xpi. Thus,

even the mmp1 help retain the message of the verse.

-II -

mun nndl claims that 727 Pw X means T7an -0 QW KT, may
the Name 7-> become great (i.e. become pp). [mpoin disagree with
Mun Mmn’s interpretation of the verse.] After ywnm and “xw» "12’s
first encounter with Py, nwn declared: ponya % mann ,0-> 02 5y 709,32
nwn says 7-° 03 and not Py’ xod. Why? God swore that His Name, Py,
and His kingdoms33 would remain incomplete until p7y would
be entirely obliterated.3* What does it mean that '"’s Name and
Kingdom are incomplete? Why must pony and no other nation be
entirely eradicated?

As opposed to x> 213, Py denies '’s control of even the
good in this world. While other nations of the world, upon hearing
of the miracle of a0 o nyp, feared Hxw» 13,35 pony attacked the
camp if Israel. They thereby proclaimed their denial of God’s
providence and claimed that mo o° ny™p never happened or was due
to nwn’s great magic.36 *"w137 writes that 11 0°owan pony "13, 0Py were
experts in sorcery. The x 38 explains that sorcery is referred to

as w° since n%¥n YW %m0 pPwonon; it is used to deny God’s power.

ap"o o ®
77131 DVTAT AW X I 77 .3 M9 msoina xan
., maw ¥

17X XOIM 03 DX 9737 (R @°091) 1D 10 2w 7wy Xo3" (1 k1) Mwxa Mwn axa F
STonn

(M272 MBDIND) W™ MMM (17,0) 2°7aM (T ,1°) MR " 3
-7 0 N oxa P

m 70 o7 0"an

a2 A" (0 ,r) mow ¥

230 ITHI0 Noon "33 Tmbn
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o"wi 12a39 quotes the w"110 who makes it clear that pwonon is an
expression of 212 wnd, denial, and not n> mwm mwnd W5, weakening.
Similarly, »nma w2741 mentions that poy believed that the stars, and
not God, controlled the earth. Py attempted to convince others of
their “belief” through their attack of 7x7w" °12.42 The 7mn alludes to
this by calling pov a nation that is 217R X7 89.43 Obviously they
didn’t fear God! The 7n is emphasizing poy’s reason for waging
war against X2’ "12. It was to prevent other nations from reaching
true 'n nx7. They wished to have a spirit of 2% X7 X7 reign in the
world.44

Therefore, it is no wonder that py represents evil in this
world. The world had a chance to be spiritually influenced by the
miracle of mo o nyp and po»y made sure to prevent that from
happening.

It is not surprising that pmy’s guardian angel is the w
(i.e. the y97 %) himself*S and that the last letters of arn %3 ¥1 1,46

which describe the intensity of the evils of 2121 M7, spell pony.47
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Concerning the creation of the world, »"w148 tells us that
God created the world with the letters > and 7, the first two letters
of mp. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan%® explains that these two letters
represent the masculine and feminine forces of creation. The
masculine force refers to God’s active force in the universes° and is
represented by the °. The > alludes to the o%wn X721 173w MPRA TWY,
the ten sayings (of God) through which He created the world.5! The
feminine force receives and holds God’s gift of creation, just like
the female womb holds the gift of life.52 This force is represented
by the letter 71 that alludes to the five fingers of a hand which can
hold and receive.

The last two letters of the Tetragrammaton, the 1 and 7,
represent the masculine and feminine forces of God’s providence,
nmwn, through which God directs the world. The 1 looks like
an arm and denotes a hook.53 It thus has the connotation of
connection.5* The 1 is God’s “arm” reaching out to steer the world.
The final 1, the hand, accepts "’s nmwn.

The > and 5 can never be separated since the entire
universe would cease to exist. On the other hand, the 1 and 7
which represent the forces of providence can be separated, as
when God turns His face away from the world. An example of this
is 19K% /M oan 10 °NYNoM 2°NaTN RITA 412 12 °9R 77mM.55 God's hiding His

face alludes to His removal of providences and divine protection.56

NPNIR '22,0°07W X 7 3-02 (10 PYRr) 'RIw X012 12 oR1202" cmTn "7 (7,2) PwRI2 a8
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God’s divine providence, represented by the masculine force and
the letter 1, is always present, but the person, who accepts the
providence, represented by the feminine form and the letter 7, may
not be able to perceive it. In such circumstances, a separation of
the 1 and 7 is said to occur.

Py and the evil it represents prevent the name of God
from being complete since pomy denies God’s nmwn. Thus, pony
symbolically separates the 1 from the 7. With the destruction of
Py, awareness of God’s providence will become clear, and the 1
will be reunited with the 1. Therefore, God swore that His kingdom
and name would remain 91323 incomplete until the eradication of
Py, According to »n» mn we pray for this to speedily occur by
saying 731 mnw X,

Therefore, as the 857 noted, only in the future will we
pronounce P as it is written. By expressing the name in such a
manner, we will demonstrate a more complete awareness of 'n as

creator and "7 as noawn.

-III -

Rabbi Eliyahu Henkin58 questions why we respond ix after
727 PR wIpnn 97N, but not after momyy X702 07 Xavya, the world that
He created according to His will. He answers that mnmya3 872 >7 xnoya
includes the creation of evil and therefore no & is said. However,
when saying 711 nw wipnm >mn°, which expresses the hope for the

destruction of evil, then answering X is appropriate.

-1V -

The phrase X°n%y "oy 0% 77an 821 0w X7 contains seven words

and twenty-eight letters. a7 max, 117, and &™mS9 all take

.10°mos Non *533 Tmon ¥
'3 P51, PP X" 2ans B
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these numbers seriously. nov n2 points out that there are
really twenty-nine letters. These o'wasn contrive different ways to
eliminate a letter. [omImax removes the ° from n%w" and bases
his version on a verse in ?X27.60 1175 deletes the first 2 from >n7v™.
There is a basis for X" m’s version from the *n>w17 o1n.61 Finally,
MRp Ao M amends the word mnw by removing the ° and bases it
on another verse in 7x°17.62]

Why are these authorities so concerned with the seven
words and twenty-eight letters of X211 mnw X? R™963 writes that
the first verse of the 710 and the verse immediately preceding the
mna77 nwvet both contain seven words and twenty-eight letters.
nwr1a nwyn alludes to affirmation of God as creator (as in xn%y X172 °7)
and the Revelation at "0 77 (and as expressed in the first of the
ma7 nwy) refers to our belief of God’s providence. Once again,

even if only 1177772, these themes are repeated in the wp.

-V -

upn "PaweS requires ten expressions of praise to be said in the wp.
He lists them: ,7%yn» ,manw™ ,Xwin™ ,0mInM ,IROMM L7720 ,w7pnm o7
7707 9900, This corresponds to both the o?vn X721 omaw mnkn Twy
and to the mMatn nwy. vpha 72w notes that the first two phrases,
wipn o, are separated from the other eight. This reminds us
how only the first two m"27 were said directly by God. The last
eight were said through nwn. [The &y 128k discusses how many n17a7

were directly said by '77.66]

60
w1

2,0n pwx &

62
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-VI -

DMy 2167 lists o%pnm as one of the mnaw of the w»ip. The prevailing
custom is like X3 777° 11°2768 that one should omit this term, since
it relates to war, as seen from when %1 72 103 21062 who calls the
M va, bronze helmet, of %, a RwnaT XOP.

783 °K77 27, however, explains that it is proper to mention an
expression of war in the v1p, since in 7112170 we are told that in the
Messianic era, God will wage battle against 2 2. o2pnm alludes to

that era.

- VII -

71 notes that vmna ovow mww refers to how God creates o°ax7n from
two polar opposites, fire and water, and yet they can co-exist in
peace. The idea of two polar opposites co-existing also appears in
mwrTa owyn by the creation of amw. *"wa72 claims that onw was
created from o'm wX. A similar situation exists in the monn nowy, the
prelude to omxn nxx* and 70 jna. Hail was miraculously joined to
its polar opposite, fire, when the plague was brought upon the
Egyptians.” Just as 'n allows opposites to co-exist, so man must
attempt peace with his “polar opposite”.74 The 21™x1 writes that
since the second Temple was destroyed due to oin nxiw, therefore,
to rebuild it and bring the 7783, we require oin nanx. That is the

lesson of vmna ovw qww of the wp.
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- VIII -

The 1775 points out that w7 must be said in Aramaic, the
language of the xanx x7wo, the other side, namely jww and evil, since
this is the most effective way to combat evil. Again, the very
language of v1p emphasizes the struggle with evil.

It is now obvious why the Rabbis formulated the w7 after
MR1 N2 12n. Similarly, the custom that the mourner recites the
v1p is also understandable. w7 expresses our belief that ulti-
mately, we will all have greater insight and awareness of God’s

providence.

212°0 .7

In summary, vp’s significance stems from the many different
thoughts expressed within it. w>1p alludes to God as creator, Divine
Providence, the problem of evil’s existence in this world, n» j27n
wIpna, ORI 120 and our attachment to it,76 the Messianic era,

including »w a1 nanon and the destruction of pony.

W 3pP2 A0 Y

When one recognizes the true importance of the w7p, one truly
understands the significance of > for the recitation of it, not only
by the 1, but by the m2%%, too. 7M™ mwn?7 quotes a story from 990
oron. While dreaming, one 1on witnessed a dead 7on in a dream.
He noticed that the face of the dead 7on was a sickly green. When
the first 7on asked why his face looked so sickly, the other an-
swered that it was because he used to talk during 37, max 1 and

v7p. The message of such a story should not surprise us.
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N9 v35% 1327 APy 3

727 w178 relates that before 3py’s death, he asked his sons if they
wholeheartedly followed God’s path. The twelve o'p7x answered
X vaw, “Hear our father, "8 w”, nR 7 1p19R 71, we accept ' as our
God. 2py° responded, T3 02w? 1Moon M1 aw 2. The importance of
71 27W7 1M M2d ow M1 is clear to all. Only twice a year on 719°5 ov
are we allowed to loudly proclaim these holy words. The ouan
mhw79 quotes the story in Aramaic. Not surprisingly, 1py an-

SWErs: Pnoy mhy? 7121 X1 7nw ’i7!
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