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DEDICATION

The entire MMY family remains in shock and mourning at the
sudden loss of our n7n?n, Aliza Chaya na Nachum Leib Esral
(MMY 5764). Aliza was a very special young lady who accom-
plished great things in her short years. She left behind a legacy
and a challenge for all of us to live up to.

Our rabbis teach that a person should always be p>ma mw,
happy with his lot. Aliza taught this lesson to all who knew her.
She always had a gentle smile on her face. Her friends admired her
consistency, loyalty, kindness and caring. Her teachers and mnnan
were inspired by her dedication, quiet strength and determination.

Aliza was a gifted artist. The portfolio of beautiful paint-
ings she left behind is, in a sense, a mirror of her entire life. She
painted as she lived — diligently and carefully, paying attention to
every detail. Indeed, her entire life was a work of art, carefully
produced with gentle serenity and modesty, humility and grace.

Aliza’s untimely passing leaves all of us with a challenge -
to struggle to accomplish as much as we can in our time on this
world, despite whatever obstacles may lay in our path, to always
look for the good and the beautiful in all things and in all people
and to constantly approach life with a positive disposition.

It is with a continued sense of shock, yet also inspired
by this challenge, that we dedicate this edition of Kol Mevaseret

in Aliza’s memory.
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INTRODUCTION

% NWwan T2 VoY 123 0 oY
OOWN NWwan TP 192 00
D2°PYR 37 AT 0D OINR ORIPN DR N
(0 ,n )

The o™2% explains! that in this pwo, the 9 of the nwan, which is
o1 herself, is telling over a twofold message: the mow, moon, and
oo will return to ¥, and nm% y1p will take place. The nwan’s
dual message contains only good news.

However, as p"710 points out,? at times a =wan can also
relate bad news. This is the case with *19n and on®5.3 01 R WA PN
D’P‘?Nﬂ TARY O11°D7 21577 NN T°12 W DX QY2 ADhA 79173 793 0N 2°NWYD °197 SR’
P21, The man who told %y about the deaths of 11 and om», and
the theft of the 17X is also called a wan.

The oow m2m* writes that though it is often difficult to
understand, even the most tragic event is ultimately what is best
for us. In fact, because X" °11 are 7217 oY, we sometimes suffer

more in order to reach even greater heights.
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Though human logic often constricts our ability to accept
this, we must lead our lives knowing that everything that happens
to us, be it good or bad, is ultimately for our own benefit.5

The wan in Xmw 190 corroborates this, demonstrating that
even things as catastrophic as death and as terrible as desecration
of the holy & were ultimately for the good of x> °12. Nonethe-
less, "y reacted by subsequently falling off of his chair and dying
due to his old age, displaying that it is not always possible to see
the positive message at the moment of tragedy. But in retrospect,
we see that the deaths of "1on and onrd, which seemed so shattering
at the time, did in fact have a constructive purpose, as it set
XmM’s anointment as leader in motion and eventually brought
°12 YR to nawn.6

This year, the students at Michlelet Mevaseret Yerusha-
layim dealt with the pangs of tragedy when eight students from
Yeshivat Mercaz HaRav were killed. Located just a short walk from
MMY, Mercaz HaRav was an integral part of our MMY experience.
Between davening there on our “in” mnaw, hearing “nox n?» on
oM., participating in an inspirational tefillah on mknxyn or, and
dancing with all of our might on o%w ar, the students of MMY
really formed a connection with Yeshivat Mercaz HaRav this year.
Because of our strong bond with the yeshiva, the news about the
attack hit us that much harder.

Although we cannot fathom '7’s reasons or actions, and
although our human logic often clouds our ability to properly react
in times of trouble, we knew that one way we could react was by
learning annw1 "°y% an. We hope that our words of nmn will
continue the legacy of mmn mn7n left behind by these young men,

IR MR TR T XA OTA IR 93 9 Tonb 1 em" :(.2) 0onos noon vaa Timbn axa
M2 Y, 29w LR ORI 1T 020 KD L,RIPIT 92 RAK 227 MR 2RI TR IRD RITRT WX
207 91D RIT ANWH NART PUT N2 MR NI MW B ,200M 2107 N2 MWK M

oM
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Segev Pniel Avichayil, Neria Cohen, Yonatan Yitzchak Eldar,
Yehonadav Chain Hirschfeld, Yochai Lipschitz, Avraham David
Moses, Roey Roth, and Doron Meherete Tronoh.

We thank Rabbi Horovitz for his assistance. We also thank
all the contributers who helped enhance this year’s Kol Mevaseret.
We are proud to be the mawan of words of 7mn, the greatest good,

because we all know that 770 17 7210.7

Adina Erdfarb Tova Esther Gates

Leah Peyman Ahuva Schwartz
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Emily Borck

mran and wy

Since birth we recognize that our parents have a natural, un-
conditional love for us. We are comforted in knowing that no
matter what we do, our parents will always love us. However, the
relationship between 721 and Wy seems to contradict this theory.
The o5 says, 2pY® NX NN P27 ,102 T¥ 2 WY DR prve aaxnL. apad loved
her son 2Py, but nothing is mentioned about her love for her other
son, Y.

What caused 1p27 to go against her natural inclination to
love wy? Was fp27 wrong for not loving wy? Did this lack of love
affect wy? In order to understand this relationship, or lack
thereof, we must first understand who npa1 and wy were. A better
understanding of both fpa1 and wy will help us understand why
they had no relationship.

?"71 understands that the different m of 7p27 abound in
the o°p09.2 When 1v°%x asked 1pa7 for a little bit of water, she not
only brought water for him, but also for his ten camels.3 She even
goes back and forth to bring water to his camels until they have
had enough to drink.4 It takes a lot of water to satisfy ten camels,
but this did not bother 7p27;5 she offers to do it because she was a

big 701 NYya.

m 7 rwxa
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14 Emily Borck

When npa1 sees pnx® for the first time, she showed in-
credible my1x and yax 777.6 Once npa1 was informed that it was png
approaching her, she gets off of her camel, takes a scarf and
covers her face. She delayed her journey to ensure that she
appeared modest before pnx.

Once np27 and pny’ are married, we learn more about the
type of person that npa1 was. The verse mamx" Awx? 1% im’ shows
that pny® noticed my»¥y 0°2w 0°127 in P27 which reminded him of his
mother, causing him to love her.8 The extra word max" teaches us
that pnx> loved 7p27 more than the average husband loves his wife
because of the 2w oma7 that he saw in her. This point is
strengthened by the next phrase, pnx> omm. Even though three
years had passed, only np27 was able to comfort pnx» for the death
of his mother because she was so similar to 7. 9 pn¥» had
tremendous love for 7pa1 that when she was unable to have
children, he davened an intense 71%°5n for her because he did not
want to have to marry another woman. 10

When 7p27 helped 2py° trick pnx® into giving him the 73573,
P"17’s view is that npan was trying to prevent pnx> from making a
terrible mistake.1! npa1 did not realize that pnx> was purposely
giving the 1572 to Wy, specifically because he was aware that wy
was not 21 a7 R, 12 pnx’ knew that 2py° did not need the 77072 since
he was sure that 2py> would receive an7ax no72. Furthermore, npan

also told 2py> that if pn¥® catches him, and thereupon curses him,

70 Yoo ow ©

10,73 w7
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7727 and wy 15

she will take the curse.!3 She was the epitome of a woman of
action, who was willing to take accountability for her actions.

From the simple meaning of the verses and p"17’s ex-
planation we see that 711 was a woman of 7on, myax, and yaR 777.
Her relationship with pnx> also shows us her similarity to nx 77w,
which hints to her greatness. Yet, even with all her great qualities,
she was unable to form a relationship with her son, Wy, because
of his characteristics.

wy was very different than his mother. The verses hint at
many differences between 2py> and wy, which teach much about
wy’s personality. Even before wy was born, we already see that he
was going to be different than his twin brother, 2py, as it says,
1790 pynn. 4wy was born with a strong red color, covered in
a curly, wool-like hair, while 2py° looked like an typical baby. To
examine a person’s personality, one must look at their name. A
name can give insight into the essence of a person.!5 When
describing wy, the 7110 gives a very detailed, physical description.
This physical description becomes the basis of his name. Accord-
ing to *"wn,16 07aw117 and Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, 8 he was
named Wy because he was born as a completely made man. He
was born covered with hair, which is not very typical of a baby.
Even at his birth, npa1 and pny realized the strong physical nature

of wv.19 pr11 adds that he was nicknamed 07X because of his

»,op B
3,0 rwxna ¥
7R B

122 MWW WA WY AW %97 1912 WRIP 937 — Wy mw W (79,70 nPwR13) o"wn 16
Smann o

YW 9 AR AN WY DTX WY W 09wa 93 RPN (70,70 nwxna) o"aen Y
QW ,7MNT 5y W 9RDT Pwaw 177 Sw w8

WP A" (72,72) P 1



16 Emily Borck

strong m&n for the red lentil soup.20 wy’s names hint to his nrawa
nature that later becomes a major part of his personality.

But the differences between wy and his brother were not
only in the physical. They were also different in the way that they
led their lives; 127 shows us that they grew up separately.2!
Wy chose to be an 770 wX and 2py° chose to be an on wR. Wy was
constantly busy with the outside world due to his many nnxn. The
reason that the word omin22 is spelled without the letter a2x is to
hint that one of the twins is going to be a y¥1 and one is going to
be a p7x.23 Although 2py° and wy were twins, already at birth they
were destined to become very different people.

When 2py bought the 7722 from 1wy, he needed 1wy to
make a 72w since he knew that he could not trust wv. Once Wy
ate the soup, 2p¥° understood that wy would try to back out of the
sale. 2py> knew that he could not trust wy because he was lacking
in so many M. As much as npa1 excelled in her m», so Wwy was
deficient in his.

Even wvy’s attempts to be good fail. He waited to marry
until age forty like his father, but married the women of his
desires, w13 N2, without asking his parent’s opinion.24 The phrase
P91 pRx? M1 nm am? indicates that by marrying women that his

parents did not approve of and by bringing them into their home,

DITR MW WP 1228 7" (9 ,79) P P
73 "7 (13 ,10) P 2
73,73 w1 2

TAX XD 9AX DPPTX DWW 59 X9n DMIRN AN .07 — omin MM (710,72 nwx1a) e 2
022 DN M AT QW) P72 1Y YW TR TR

T P07 (2 2RAN) MR P Swhl T WY — A 2R 127 (79 10 nwkaa) e 2
ONYY DRI 2°0OMIM 2°2113 12K T2 7Y OIRW W 17 1OV LYID 22W RIIWD AT I W
TIW " 12 RIAR MR M 12 AW aMR T 1Y T DANR W1 TR WY 0w ' 95 0wl

oW P77 AR LMD IR AR AWK KWl
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7727 and wy 17

wy caused his parents great anguish. The wa tells us that the
cause of pny¥’s blindness was the smoke of the nmwp that wy’s
wives brought for their 777 7m2ay.26 wy married women that went
completely against his parents’ essence. This sheds a lot of in-
sight into the type of person that he was. wy lived for his own
personal nuxn instead of thinking how his actions might affect
others.

1wy did not inherit any of his mother’s mm . He grew up
surrounded by o°p>7%¢, but became a 73 yw1. According to the pr7127
the clash in personalities and the difference in their ways of life
prevented npan and wy from having a typical parent-child
relationship. npa7 loved 2py° since he chose to live a o»n 777, a life
filled with 570, wy chose to live a nwm 777, a life filled with
dangerous hunting every day. When wyv tried to convince 2py° to
give him the lentil soup, he said nn? 7717 *21x 737.28 Since he put his
life in danger every day he did not see any benefit from the 771132.2°
He would rather experience pleasure now then have to wait to
experience an even greater pleasure in the future. npan felt that wy
chose the wrong path in life and she, therefore, was not able to
form a normal relationship with him.

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch has a different perspective
than p"70 on wWv¥’s and 7pa7’s relationship. He also points out a
number of 7pa7’s great characteristics. The P95 describes P21 as
%M nws0 demonstrating that she had a spiritual beauty of the
face which was indicative of her character. The verse continues,

VT X WORY 7703, to tell us that she was so avux that no man ever

O P"772 191 . "(R"Y? MPURn NMIwIR 1aw) 198 YW pwya — Paom" (X L1 nwRa2) 0"l %
2pY DX NN AP°A AP A" (M ,9) Pt 2

2,k @

ow p"m ®
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18 Emily Borck

dared to become “friendly” with her.31 We again witness her
modest nature when she is about to meet pn¥’ for the first time.
She gets off her camel because she does not want to meet pn¥’ in
an arrogant way. Riding would portray fpan as an aristocratic
lady, and P21 did not want to be viewed that way.32
When 7pa1 brought water to 298, she only offered to
bring water to his camels once 1w finished drinking because
she had the true m7n of o>7on Mm»nx and myx. Had she offered mox
and the camels water all at once, she would have appeared to be a
braggart about the great 7on she was going to do. Later, when she
offered to bring the ten camels water to drink, she continued to
bring them water until they had finished drinking.33 The 09 adds
yam ... nam34 to inform us that npa carried out this arduous task
with mrar.35 When 7myox inquired if there is a place for him to sleep
that night in her house, we again witness her 7onn nn. Before
answering his question, she told him that she also has food to
feed the camels even though she had only just finished the tiring
job of quenching their thirst.36
Notwithstanding 1p27’s greatness, she came from a family
of ovw1. Her background had an effect on her children and was
one of the main causes of Wwy’s nww". > say that xR 0°577 012 M
axi °nR, which means that boys take after their maternal uncles.
We therefore should not be shocked by the type of person that wy
became, since according to 7" he emulated 13%. Instead we should

be shocked with the type of person that 2py> became.37 When pnx>

QW ,7MNT 5y W 9RDT Pwaw 177 Sw s

70 1o ow

5-r op1oo aw

5,7 rwxn ¥

5-P P10 oW , 7NN 9Y W 9R0T Pwnw 377 S s ®
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7727 and wy 19

prayed that 7pa7 should bear children, the 7mn says that he
davened nwx n15%, “concerning his wife”. pny> focused his prayers
on 1p20 and less on himself. This was because pny’ knew that he
was going to have kids39 but he was concerned that it would not
be through np27 since she was the sister of 127.40 Family can have
a very big effect on one’s life, even after separating from them.
Even though npa7’s greatness was clear to pny, he was still worried
that he would not merit having children from her because of the
family she came from. In the end, npa7’s awful family did not affect
her, but it did affect her son wv.

During her pregnancy, 7p20 learned that her two sons
would be very different. 7122 o w4l means that her two sons will
represent two different types of governments. Wwy’s nation will
become powerful through strength and violence.42 At their birth,
the oo reports oomin 73,43 P21 was shocked. She was not shocked
that they were twins since she already knew that she was having
twins, but she was shocked at how similar they looked since she
already knew they were going to be so different. The missing A
in omn hints to the exterior similarity of 1wy and 2py. wy was
more developed, but otherwise the twins were physically similar.
This surprised P37 who expected the boys to be completely
dissimilar. They were only different with regard to their spiritual

tendencies.*4

x5 70 nowxna ¥

YT T RPY PAXD 73 ... OTAR IR 29K MR 1(20,X0) mowRa
X5 ,70 WK 70T Y W DR Pwaw 377 Y s ©

3,70 ewxa &

oW AN 5y W DRDT PwRw 277 5w ws 42

73, nwxa ®

oW 7N 9y w1 YROT PwRw 217 W ws 4



20 Emily Borck

The verses describing w¥’s birth place strong emphasis on
the external. The pw»o describes Wy as "1mR.45 He was born red-
cheeked and ruddy; a sign of health. ww n7783 15 shows a lot of
strength and life force since he was able to develop hair all over
his body at birth.46 These o°pvd® mainly focus on his physical
attributes. This is in contrast to the verses that describe 1pa1 which
mainly focus on her min. wy’s strong point was his physicality in

contrast to 7pa1 whose strong point was her spirituality.

Another factor that contributed to wy’s wickedness was
due a parenting mistake that np27 and pnx> made. They raised
their sons the same way without paying attention to details of
their personalities and then adjusting their education. They
should have studied the nature and character of 1wy and searched
for ways that he could use his strengths to serve 'n. Together 2py
and Wy could have used their strengths to serve 'm in a most
powerful way. Only after W47, “they grew up”, did everyone
realize how different the two brothers were and by then 1wy
wanted nothing to do with 7mn and nngn.48

The difference in the way that pny> and npay felt about
their children also had an impact on them. Their feelings were
based on the reality that opposites attract. pnx> enjoyed living life
from a distance; he liked being withdrawn from the world. wy’s
active nature therefore appealed to pnx'. pnx> felt that this active
strength that he was lacking could potentially be a positive force
in a home. np27 came from a family of awwn. 2py lived his life in

a way that 121 had never seen before; it was completely opposite

o, rwxa ®
oW AN 5y W 9RO PwRw 277 9w ws 46
™, ek Y
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7727 and wy 21

to the family from which she had come. Although these feelings
are explainable, they still had a negative effect on wy.49

According to Rav Hirsch, wy wickedness was partially due
to parenting mistakes that pny> and especially npa1 made. 7p27 was
a woman with many maw mm, but her parenting and the negative
feelings she conveyed to wv, affected him negatively. Furthermore,
7P27’s family genes and wv’s strong connection to the physical
world also affected him. However, according to the pr77, more
emphasis must be placed on wv’s evil behavior. It is only as
a result of wv’s actions, that npan felt unable to form a normal

relationship with him.

119 P05 oW ,7MNT 9V WA 9897 PwAw 277 W wrs O






Leah Moskovich

MANR IIRD

In the 7mn, 7% seems to be portrayed as unloved, secondary, and
weary. 27y loved %M1 more than ax?,!1 nx> traded her ox7T,
mandrakes, for a night with 2py> which seems almost desperate.
Also, her eyes were n1n,2 tender. In reality, the name X2 does
mean “weary”, but 78? was weary and always toiling in her 'n nmay.3
XY was a “go-getter”, and her main concern was becoming the
mother of P& "12.4

IR 7w 27 points outS that 1py was a man with two sides.
2Py, which is derived from the word 23pv, heel, refers to the physical
side of 2py°. 2py* had tremendous strength. He was the only one
who was able to lift the rock that was covering the well.6 This
status was not good enough to overcome Wwy. X, a contraction
of two words, 7-X% 7>, means “straight” and totally focused on 'n.
A man like 1py°, with two aspects to his personality, needed two
wives.

Indeed, it is through both %m1 and x> that “&w° na was
built, X2 M2 DX oW %12 WK XYY 9100.7 Sm0 represents the more

w5 mrwxnt

P03 PwRa 2

537 AW AN WY YW HIMa Mbyh a0 e (' a) — no" c(aw) Mwn axa B
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24 Leah Moskovich

physical and revealed side of 13py>. Her relationship with 2py is
revealed, 7731; they kiss® and converse even before their marriage.
X?’s relationship with 1Py was more spiritual and hidden; they
didn’t speak before they got married. 2py° didn’t even know he was
marrying nx%;9 their relationship was completely 7noi. The "™
writes: RP9INRT R2PY SM0 ,KMDONRT XMDY KIP1 nRD, Y00 represents the
revealed world, while x> represents the hidden and secretive
world. 8% is described as having m>1 o»w,!! because her eyes
seemed unassuming, timid, and mysterious. Really eyes are the
window to the soul. She used her eyes to cry!2 and pray!3 to
God when she thought she would have to marry wyv, the older,
evil brother. nx?’s and n7’s qualities are reflected in their de-
scendents. M7 12 mwn, the spiritual mwn,4 will come from 7X?’s son
777, while the more physical mwn known as no 12 mwn will come

from no.15

X 03 Pwx 8
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MHN IND 25

Because nx? was “unloved”, 1 opened her womb before
bn7’s. She gave birth to 72187, pwvaw, and »2. Then, when she gave
birth to her fourth son she named him 777 because "7 X 77X oysi.16
The w1 explains!? that the mnnk were prophetesses and knew that
Py was to have twelve sons. Therefore, nx? only expected to bear
three sons. She wasn’t anticipating a fourth son. Therefore, when
she had n7mm, she became overwhelmed with 27 n7on to 7"apn.18 It’s
no surprise that the Jewish nation gets the name o7 from this
episode and that the ultimate and spiritual mwn is from .

This 11 of 2win n7o7 can be compared to that which mn
expressed when she gave birth to Pp. She exclaimed, ' nX vk *np,
“I've acquired man through '7”. mn acknowledged "1, but much of
the emphasis was on the fact that the child came from her. 8%, on
the other hand, focused only on '7’s actions, the giving of a fourth
child to her. 78 personifies true 27 n757. Indeed, the X319 states
that no one thanked God properly until 7x>.

8?’s act of n7on 2wn influenced later generations. When '
blessed min with the birth of xmw, she sang 77w20 and thanked 7 to
the highest degree. Her 17w was full of thanks to 1 for not only
giving her a child, but also for his nmwn over this world. Not once
did mn focus on her accomplishment of having a child. i inher-
ited this level of 21 n157 from 1mKR AX5.

787 also had tremendous v intertwined with proper

m>nwn. When 121 picked ooxm7, for nx>, his mother, “n1 desired
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26 Leah Moskovich

them and asked nx? if she could have them. 711 sold her night with
2Py for the %77 and 78 accepted the offer.2! 119022 explains that
R?’s agreement was not considered lewd, but rather she acted
properly and was fulfilling 1 1x1. It was not enough for nx? to pray
for children; m>7nwn was also required. Therefore, X7 sold the o877
for a night with 2p¥> so she could have another opportunity to bear
one of the 7->°vaw. XY gave up precious MR, but gained the 7mn of
wwr and Nars partnership.23

After n?ar was born, nx? gave birth to 717.24 »"w125 explains
that 18> called her daughter 717 because nx? reasoned with herself,
nneya 7 oax? M7, and said, “If this child is male, my sister %11 won’t
even be like one of the mmow”. She prayed and the fetus was
transformed into a girl. As explained above, the mank were proph-
etesses and knew that 3py was to have twelve sons. nx> already
had six, and the mnow had four. This meant that if 78> were to have
a seventh son, 1 wouldn’t even have two sons, and that would be
less than each maidservant. Therefore, 7% prayed to God and He

changed the fetus in her womb from male to female. This incident
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demonstrates 7x?’s selflessness. 2py clearly loved %1 more, yet nx>
willingly gave up her seventh son for m1 to be happy.

Thus, we see that nx? was spiritual, selfless, had immense
w7 M0 to 1, was a Pnwa nva, did proper m>tnwn and was indeed
the worthy mother of X7 "12. After nx? passed away, she was
buried by 2py° in the 179517 n7vn along with 77w 073k and apan prxe.26

This, too, reflects nx?’s greatness.
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Aliza Pelzner

29007 AN DN

When 1°2x 2p3° fled from 73%,1 11 stole 12%°s 0°97n.2 What are 297n? How
could Y have stolen them? What was 9n1 planning to do with them?

As punishment, ?n11 died early during childbirth. When 2py
was informed by 127 that someone had stolen his o970, he pro-
nounced 7 R? PIPR DR X¥an WK 2y, *"wI, quoting 737 n°wx13a saysd that
this was a curse on the person who stole the o°57n and that due to
this curse, %n1 died.

When %1 had a hard time during childbirth, she named
her son, "1X 12. P12 MK 21 sees this as an act of 72wn by nn for her
sin of stealing the o’3n. How does this name connect to the o°»7n?
When the prophet 7151 mentions the o°57n, he says, 11X 1727 2°97n7 2.4
When owon such as 1"am75 and 121 »naé discuss the o970, they
mention that the 2°97n speak nothingness, falseness, 1%. 711 realized
on her deathbed that it was wrong for her to take the a'7n and
named her son 12 "X, the son of Nk as part of her 72wn.

Obviously %11 did not steal the o°9n in order to worship
them. Rather, the -1 explains, although %n1 stole the o°97n for
the correct reason, she was punished for doing it in a way that
caused wx to her father. In order to more fully understand 5n’s
justification in stealing the 2°57n we must study more carefully what

the o'57n are. Perhaps there was another reason for her actions.
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30 Aliza Pelzner

*"wM, in our story, explains that o'97n are 777 7may.7 Later in
T1"1n, however, o070 has a different meaning. M7’s wife, %>°n, placed
2570 in his bed so that "ww’s men would think that 77 was in his
bed. This trick helped 717 escape from 7xw.8 *"v19 explains that T7’s
o°o7N were QTR A NnTa 2wy, 1"aen points out that there must be
different types of o»7n because 77 would definitely not have had
771 A7y in his house.10

a"awn1l and npmn take a different approach and explain the
570 as a vessel with which to tell the future. Through the use of
magic with the o97n, people were able to predict the future. This
interpretation helps us understand why specifically at this time 5
feels that she must steal the o570 so that 127 will not know that y»ap
and his family are trying to escape. If *"v1 is correct that the 2°7n
are an actual form of 771 nmay, then why did m1 wait until now to
steal them?

XY 128 and p"71 explain that according to some opinions
the o°57n were clocks made of nwm.12 There are three different ways
to use the o°o7n. People like 7nn, 7227 M7 and %2°n would only use the
o970 as a clock. Others!3 would use magic and the 2970 combined
to predict the future. Lastly, there were people who relied so
heavily on the oo7n’s predictions that they viewed the o'99n like
a god.'# [Indeed, Rav Shmuel David Luzatto notes that many people
believed that 'n expressed His will through the a'97n, just like He did
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when He divided yax 2% through a m]. 1"am115 says that the o970
tell the future, but from the word o°97n, we see that it was not
a clear future. The om0 told a 791 7811, a weak, unclear Rl
1" describes the o970 based on its root. Despite the fact that
there was no clear prediction, many people relied on the prophecy
of the oo7n, rather than live their life with pnva in 7"apn. It is clear
that 12% was on this third and lowest level because he asks 2pw,
*MPX NX N213 .16 He blatantly calls the o970 his god.

When 137 finally caught up to 3py°, why did %m1 have to sit
on top of them?17 %¥121 Ak 11 answers that by sitting on top of
the oo7n, %11 managed to neutralize their power. In order to pre-
vent 127 from using the power of the 2°51n, she had to remove their
influence. The only reason they had any magical, powerful ability
is because people gave them respect and believed in them. By
showing tremendous disrespect to them, 5m1 removed their power.

From the above discussion of the o°o7n, we must learn not
to place our trust in items or people, be it a°o7n, fighter planes, the
police or the President of the United States. Too much dependence
on any such power is a form of idolatry. Rather, we must rely

completely on '7.18
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Ally Willig

apy — The Heel

The 770 states: ' 97w ,0MK aNWY ONIMWY 79X DPUOWHT DX 1WAWD 2pY
MRS YawI WK o0 AR 1137 IR 72 vkt What exactly does 2py mean?

*"wn gives a beautiful insight into the usage of this word.
2Py can be translated as heel.2 *"w1 explains that 2py alludes to the
mien that people may regard as seemingly unimportant and tend to
tread on them with their “heels”, as they regard them with a lack
of seriousness or care.3 The 7Mn is telling us that if we carefully
observe and perform these seemingly trivial mn, then ' will
reward us with His n"12 and 7on.

We learn a tremendous lesson from °"wn. Just as a person
cannot stand without a heel, 2py, as it provides stability, so too we
can not “stand” in this world of 215 2non without every mxn. The
mi¥n provide us with a stable foundation for how we must live our
lives. No mxn is triviall A person without a heel is not % in his 1.
Similarly, a person who does not perform every single mx» is not
02w in his mw1 and mama. He will never successfully “walk” through
life. Rather, he will remain paralyzed and distanced from 7.

The 2w m2n1, o10n °poania m1 1w 11, notes* that the
reward for keeping these mxn is that 7 will love us and bless us.5
This is rather unusual since usually the rewards for following the
mixn and mpi of 7 are physical prosperity.¢ Here the reward is that

7 will love us, 72781,
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34 Ally Willig

The v m2an1 quotes P wTpn 117 who explains that 2py
refers to the generation of xmwn7 Xn3py. He compares a person’s
head, body, and legs to the mnwi of %k *12. A person’s head has
both sensual and intellectual seeing and hearing. A person’s body
where the heart is found only has intellectual seeing and hearing,
as o beseeched from God a ymw 15.7 Legs have neither sensual
nor intellectual seeing nor hearing.8

The oow man1 explains that the early generations had a
very clear perception and strong belief in 7. They were like the
head that saw 'n so clearly and listened to His laws and mxn
unwaveringly. The next generations were like the body. They did
not see 'n as clearly, yet they still had a ymw 2%, an intellectual and
emotional attachment to 'n. However, our generation, the genera-
tion of xwn7 ®napy, is like the legs. We do not see nor hear ', as we
are unfortunately living in a time of tremendous 15 noi. Just as
the heel is the lowest part of the body, we are the lowest genera-
tion. We remain completely handicapped and disabled as we are
blinded by the darkness of this world, the "pw and nrnwi. Our only
“walking stick”, our only “hearing aid” is our mmR. As low as we
are, as lost as we are, we hold on to our mmx. We declare: nkn "I1x
DORIM27 997 P XM RIT WY 7720 XNAAW 05w amxa. Our deep mwmx in 7
is our only guiding light. This is what the 77 is telling us. Even in
the generation of the xmwn7 Xn2py when we are in such darkness,
we must listen to the voice of minx inside of us, hold onto it
and strengthen it. And if we do, nwnwn 2py °m, the reward will be
77 710 77 that ' will love us and bless us, 7272 720819, This deep
level of nnmk which remains in our hearts even in this dark time
where our world is 0%, where the galut is so long and bitter,

this ®pn7 shows our great love for Hashem. Even though we don’t
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see and don’t hear '7, we remain ‘7 *72w. Therefore, '7 tells us that
because we love Him, He will love us and bless us, 75721 72781, 10

We can not only learn a tremendous lesson from this as a
generation, as a %7, but also as individuals. During our year in
Israel, we were surrounded by the nwp of 7mn and P& yax and
were like the “head”. We saw 'n clearly through the miracles of
X 7R, through the nuntp of the 7n we learned and through our
wonderful teachers and the o7 we were privileged to encounter.
However, in yx? v, we might at times feel like the legs, as we are
blinded by the nvaws and find it difficult to hear the voice of 'n.
We might feel so low spiritually, so far removed from the nuw7p we
once felt in %W vX. Yet each one of us needs to hold on to our
7mmR in 7 even during these times of personal m? when we feel
distanced from 'n. If we do this, then "7 will respond 77 7315 77 and

will love us, bless us, and watch over us.
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Lizi Marks

The Strength of Whose Hand?

An Analysis of 27y hwp

The natural mechanisms of this world demonstrate actions and
their subsequent consequences, displaying the false impression
of humanity’s own influence. The stubborn Jewish nation, as
depicted throughout 2py nwas,! erroneously deems that the ac-
complishments they have realized in this fleeting world are
completed with the might of their own hand. For example, there
is the warning that X7 "12 might say, am »na DX 2 qwy °7 oy nd.2
SR> 995 fails to recognize the power of the Creator behind all the
physical activities that they perform. Without the force of 'n
directing all material mechanisms, the world would cease to
function.3 Even nature, the anticipated manner of the universe
can be altered or discontinued according to the will of G-d.4 One
should never assume that the strength of his own hand triumphed
in accomplishment. Every precise movement, motivating thought

and definitive feat can only be completed with the assistance of '1.
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38 Lizi Marks

While the %7 11 resided in o™xn, they were forced to tend
to the crops of their Egyptian masters. Since rain scarcely de-
scended, the crops required advanced technological irrigation
systems stemming form the Nile River. With all the toil completed
by Jewish hands, the nation reasonably concluded that it was the
aptitudes of their own efforts cultivating the crops.5 Unfortunately,
X 975 had descended to such a lowly echelon in o™» that they
understandably were unable to identify the hand of G-d direct-
ing their every accomplishment. Therefore, 7"2p7 reminded them in
the previous verses® of the mighty hand He possesses, causing
each occurrence in the world. MMIX IR 73017 WIN APTAT 1T DR DT DR
1R 9991 @°%7 Ton YR 22%R TINA WY WK PwYR IRL7

As the Jewish people prepared to enter "X IR, they are
told, yIIn WX own DNRYY IR RIT DA PIRD K2 AOWI? AW X2 DR WR PIRG 0D
q0A? NYPAY 07 PR INWAR AAW 0°72Y ONR WK PIRT .2 A0 72302 pwm YT DR
o nnwn onwn.8 '’s intention of mentioning the land of Y& yax and
its dependence upon the rains of a’nw, in comparison to the land of
o¥n, serves as a reminder to PXw 995 that it is not the might of
their own hands that facilitate the crop’s growth. Water which
descends from the heavens undoubtedly cannot be thought of as a
human triumph.®

The conclusion of the nwas articulates a mxn that daily
reinforces the above concept to X2 *12. ¥ 0223% ¥ 79K *127 DR 2NHWN
22TV P2 MDY PM 23T YV MY ank anwp oowol.10 The mxn of 195N
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The Strength of Whose Hand? 39

reiterates the immense power 'n has over each individual’s life. The
7m0l explains that the reason for the nmmxn of wxn Hwy 1 %w p2an
is to aid us in avoiding the nmxn of one’s eyes and the sins of one’s
hands. One might suggest that P?sn help remind us that it is not
the strength of our own hands or our great intellect that facilitate
our actions through each demanding day, rather it is the power
of 1. As a Jew binds his arm and head with the 17°5n, he completes
the name of G-d, >-7-w, with the letter 1w and n">7 of the wx" 5w 7900
and the 7" of the 7 %w 7%5n.12 The Jew consciously apprehends
the true source of power in the universe. It is not > ¥y °m>
that influence this world; rather it is >-7-w 7 oxw n> that controls

every moment of existence.13
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TY7 152 NIDDHAY RINWAR NIOHR

As the Persian king in the times of °>79n and 2nox, ¥R is a
primary figure in 2nox n>x. However, the vwnx we read about is
not vwnx the man, but rather, vymwnx the king. In fact, the 77m
refers to wywnk by his name alone only once in the entire 790, in
its first poo. NOR NP contrasts WviMwnR’s rule with what the ideal
X ma7n should be. Various aspects of wmwnr’s rule can be
compared to and contrasted with those of the three main kings of
SR 012 Rw, 7, and anbw.

To fully understand how wmwnx’s kingship differed from
that of a Y% W» 77», one must examine the 7Mn’s command for and
description of the X" T7» as written in 227 790.) A king of Israel
is not supposed to have too many riches or wives,2 but vymwnx had
both.3 While sitting on his throne, a king was required to write two
770 90,4 one of which would be kept with him at all times, and
one of which would be stored in his Treasury. 2°727%, Y1WAR’S 190
mnaor, was not even kept with him at all times. His servants had
to bring it to him.5 The X2 %1 is not supposed to be haughty or
think of himself as greater than his peers.6 Yet wymwnx was so
concerned with his pride and self-image that he was convinced by

1911 to kill »nun for violating his honor.”
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42 Adina Erdfarb

We can now compare wmwnk’s actions to specific events
that occurred to Jewish kings. After vymwnr decreed *nwv’s death,
and regretted his actions, his servants advised him to search for a
new queen. v1wnk liked the idea and put the suggestion into
action, partnering with his servants in the effort to find a new wife.
The ultimate selection was up to wMmwnx, who set up a full staff to
choose his queen, and specifically sought out the most beautiful
girls. vywnr also made sure to cater to all of the girls’ physical
needs.8 This selection process unfortunately led to a disgusting
prostitution ring that continued in his kingdom even after he
chose 2nox.9

wiMwnR’s servants’ advice brings to mind two instances in
Jewish history in which kings’ servants played a role: when 2ww
was consumed by a w1 m110 and when T7 grew cold in his old age
and needed to find a source of warmth.1! Both of these cases con-
trast starkly with the selection process that vymwny participated in.

In S%mw 790, MRw was consumed by a 7y1 mn. His servants
advised him to find a harp-player whose music would soothe his
soul and remove the ay1 mn. 7xw agreed only out of need, as the mn
7v1 was tormenting him. Instead of enlisting an entire staff to
gather all of the musicians in the land, 2w simply accepted the
suggestion of one of his young assistants that 77 was the harp-
player he needed.

The story of ™7 in o°3%n 790 contains an even stronger
contrast to wmwnx’s story. M7 had grown old and could not be
warmed, so his servants suggested that a young girl could warm
him. The pod does not mention T7’s reaction to his servants’
advice; he was not happy with the idea and did not say anything

in response.12
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In fact, 117 did not even make the ultimate choice of wax
w13 They did not set up an extensive staff to gather all the
women in the land; they went and sought out the perfect girl for
7. They found n»nwn awax, who was very beautiful, yet 717 was not
interested in her physical beauty. Despite their efforts, nv7 &2 7onm,
“the king was not intimate with her.” The x14 emphasizes this
contrast between wwnx and 77. 11 quotes the verse,!5 nwy> 01w 9
n7AR w1 o0 ny7a “Every clever person acts with knowledge, but
the fool broadcasts his foolishness.” ny7a nwy oy 95 refers to 77
When his servants were looking for a young girl for him, everyone
with a daughter brought her. But n”x w1 00 refers to wrmwnx.
When he sent out officers to find a wife for him, everyone hid his
daughter from him.

It is clear, then, that unlike x> *3%n, YIMwnx was incap-
able of ruling independently and analyzing advice appropriately.

It is also important to compare wvwnx to mbw. By noting
the similarities between them, their differences become even more
pronounced. Both mbw and wvmwnx ruled over extensive kingdoms
and taxed their subjects heavily. vymwnx ruled w1 71 11n,16 which
according to the X317 meant the entire world. Along the same
lines, the X*21 reports,18 T3 2w IR 37 12 N2nT 932 Y0 70 7w
™0 M 93 bW DR 07 Amn oowan ooen 1, indicating that anbw ruled
over a vast kingdom. Furthermore, everyone under v1mwnr’s rule
became poor because of the taxes he decreed on them. To»7 ow”
o7 MR PINT DY 0n wMwnR.19 xn a0 states that for this reason he
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received the name wmwnR because everyone became 71w1,29 poor,
in his days.2! Likewise, 17w taxed his people, as it says,22 77 %
WOR PR DOWHW 0m7 M 2R 9o on mnow. In fact, nnbw taxed his subjects
so heavily that23 oyaa and “xw» 71p 93 approached oyam, ma%w’s son
and heir to the throne, complaining,24 5p7 a0y 70X W2W DX AWPA AR
q72YN WOy N1 AWK 7200 A AvPa T7°AR NT72YN.

However, the similarities between mw and wmwnr stop
there. According to 1127 7nox25, though both kings had vast king-
doms, mn7w ruled over all of the 252 provinces in the world, as
it says,26 maonnn 932 S a1 anowy, while vrnwnk eventually only ruled
over 127, as it says27 arTn Oxm QWY Yaw w3 T T TN,

Moreover, by focusing on their thrones, we can see an
even further inequality between vy wnx and nn>w. 721 WnOX28 writes
that wvrwnx wanted to use mn9’s throne, which -9xx17:121 had
plundered when he destroyed the wipni n2. However, wimwnx’s

advisors would not allow him to do so, claiming that only kings
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who ruled over the entire world could sit on that throne. Instead,
vwnxk made his own throne, modeled after gn>w’s throne.

This wom is even more interesting when viewed in con-
junction with the following disparity. wmwnk spent the time on his
throne making a party for all of his servants.29 However, when mnbw
was informed by God that he would receive 7 X? T3 2wk 12 0o 22
TIMD D> R? PR 99,30 he celebrated, as it says,3! %0 mIm AW vRN
Y7V 93% anwn wyn onbhw wym MW SYN 702 PNOR 190 Ty 29w K.
727 own w32 comments: M0 YW 3037 70 PRww 1Ron, “from here
[we learn] that we make a feast in honor of the completion of 7mn”.
v spent much of his time connected to the nmn. Also, while
sitting on his throne, a king was supposed to write two 7 »90,33
one which would be kept with him at all times, and one which
would be stored in his Treasury.3* We can assume that as one of
the foremost kings, 7w adhered to this command of a x> 77.35

It is interesting that two kings acted so differently while
ruling over kingdoms that appeared so alike. It becomes clear
why there is an opinion in the X that vymwnx was a wov 1m.36
Conversely, nnow, as is well known, was extremely wise. It was said

about him 27X %21 0on".37
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There is another difference between the two kings when
it comes to the concept of naw. Concerning wymwnk it is written,
3 Tona 2 2w cvaws 012 The o9 writes w5 and not 2wa. This
affirms what the verse in nbap states,3 ywa? 7 X2 20, wicked
people do not know what 712w really is. On the other hand, X’ °12’s
72w is complete, as it says,*0 72w0 5 Y 2% C2W) 2 RY OTPYARY 1977141
v mentions the word 2w a total of 82 times throughout the three
o190 that he wrote, indicating that he knew what the true meaning
of 2w is.

According to 727 7noR,42 7 set up a task for each person,
which he was fit to fulfill. 7»>v was 2°12% wx1, the “head of the

”

builders,” as he built the wpnn na. Conversely, 7?2171 3737 2178 °20

writes43 that vymwnk wanted to destroy everything for the purpose
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of total destruction. However, eventually, wvr»mwnk was unable to
actually destroy; he only remained with the desire to obliterate.
727 7noX writes that vy wnx was 21917 w1, since he “sold” YR 12
to 1 to be destroyed. wvimwnk was therefore the opposite of nbw,
0°M2% WX,

The nnxk now44 teaches that the juxtaposition of "" and "a"
in a pod reflects n1372 yow, an abundance of blessing, since the two
together comprise part of '1’'s name. The words nn>w T°nm, which
appears eight times throughout 7"in, contains this juxtaposition.
This teaches that there was 1372 vow during mn%w’s reign. On the
other hand, it says*5 vymwnx "»°2 °m. Since a ™" separates between
the "" and the "7" in this phrase, we can infer that there was not
7972 vow while wwnk ruled; in fact, the nrow is hidden when ovwn
rule.

The main difference between wymwnx m3% and 77 na N
was their respective senses of self-importance. wymwnx viewed
ultimate sovereignty as his goal; as he tried to make his kingdom
an alternative to 'nm m>". On the other hand, m7 na ni%» readily
overlooked its own wishes in the face of '7’s will. 717, nnbw, and their
descendants were therefore kings of a true 7> that had a real
sense of what sovereignty means: to rule with the will of 'n always

in mind.
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Ahuva Freilich

Flowers as a Motif in 2w 1w

own v is covered with flower-related imagery. This is quite
understandable since flowers, especially roses, are often used to
connote a romantic relationship. The male 77 and the female mvn
describe the way they view their own and the others’ roles in the
relationship within the context of roses. In addition, the blossom-
ing of fruit trees symbolizes freshness and rebirth within the
relationship. All this is to clarify '7’s relationship with the Jewish
people. This motif is similarly found in many other portions of 7"in.

The first time the word mww appears in o*vwi 9w is in the
TyY’s statement.! opnya nww NOwn noxan W, ‘I am a lily of the
Sharon, a rose of the valleys.” The mv1 would like to be in a valley
that is fertile, enclosed and protected from the sun. She proclaims
that she is of a delicate nature and would like to be nurtured in
the relationship.

The n%¢an is also mentioned by myw>.2 727y 23m 7°¥) 1272 DWW°
n7xamd oM, “the desert and wasteland will be happy for them, and
the desert will rejoice and blossom like a lily.” *"w1 explains that
%, which is called a =am, and o>v1°, which is called 7%, a
wasteland, will be happy and rejoice as the warriors of our
enemies fall when fighting the Jews.3 This mx11 of 771 is said by
7y right before 1 destroys the armies of 1wx. Thus, the n%san
refers to a prosperous time in Jewish history. The emotions
implied by these words in myw> help us better understand the
above verse in 0w w. The v calls herself a nwi ngan because
she wants to live in a time when the love of the 77 is obvious, a

time where 782 "12’s relationship with '7 will be one of o™ oo1.
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The 77 answers that life, as well as the relationship, will
not run as smoothly as the 7y expects. He notes# that there will be
difficulties, yet nian 12 °nya 1 o'mnn P2 mwwd, “Like a rose among
thorns, so is my lover among the girls.” According to "v7’s inter-
pretation,5 ' says here that although other nations will try their
hardest to persuade 9% "12 to worship idols, the Jews will stand
strong and retain their spiritual ideals. x> >11 will be like roses
that retain their beauty even when surrounded by thorns.

Although the two do not completely agree on the ease of
their relationship, they have a passionate connection and praise
each other strongly. The my7 comments,5 2Iwwa 7177 17 IR 2 1T,
“My beloved is to me, and I am to him, he who shepherds [his
flock] among the roses.” Her language emphasizes the singularity
of the relationship and the loyalty that both have for one another.
The imagery of sheep grazing in a pleasant field of flowers en-
hances the feelings of love for each other. m7 nm¥»n explains that
although the Jews did not always act correctly in the relationship,
God did not disown them and choose another nation. Rather, He
placed his nr>w upon nwn, 1A% and the seventy o°p1, whose good
deeds give off a sweet fragrance like roses. Alternatively, mmm M7x
suggests that the oww symbolize the entire Jewish people and not
just the leaders. xpn ny7 claims that oiwwa refers to the m7s
pleasant smell as he stood among the roses. 8w "1 are praising 'n
for his acts of 7on to them.

Later, the M7 says,” DowwWwa o117 2K "IN 0™0Y "1W5 T "I,
“Your two breasts are like two fawns, gazelle twins, that graze

among the roses.” >"w~® believes this refers to mw» and 177X, equal in
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greatness, who nurtured %X *12 and who led them on a straight
and true path. 'n praises x> %95 for giving rise to great leaders
who do the will of 7.

The my1 responds with the praise 92y 2w npvl 2w YMNOY,
“His lips are roses that drip flowing myrrh.”® This response flows
from the previous appearance of 2w w. M7 NT¥» explains that the
words of ', heard from the o°%x°21, smell like sweet roses because
they predict great success in the future. 9%’ 12 say that while it is
true they had strong leaders, the leaders derive their strength from
'7’s beautiful words.

Similarly, vy says 122 Pww Y MWW 719 YRIWH H0d 0K,
“I will be like dew to Yisrael; he will blossom like a rose, and his
roots will shoot out like [cedars of] Lebanon.”t0 It is true that
% b1 will have elements of a rose. However, the credit for
that beauty rightfully belongs to 'n, who nurtured s 12 with
dew, which is always nurturing and always wanted. Likewise, as
X "12 emphasize in ovwn 7w, the credit for leaders like nwn
and 711x rightfully belongs to God.

After the lovers complete this round of praises, they end
up parting ways. The 7w mia ask the my1 where her 17 went so
that they can seek him with her. She replied, aw1an nw? W5 77 N7
DWW PP o132 N, “My M7 went down to his garden, to the spice
garden, to graze in the gardens and gather roses.”!! She clearly
knows where her 77 is, yet she does not immediately follow him
there. The verse emphasizes that though the lovers, 7 and X "13,
are apart, they are not separate. *"v1 states that 1% refers to the
second wipna nva that ' commanded the Jews to build, where owian
is brought in the form of the nmwp. 7 is in the wpna n3, but most
of % %95 did not follow Him there. Nevertheless, '7 makes an
effort to be with the Jews still in %21 m?3, who learn 7n and pray
in their w2 °n2 and nroid °na. 7, the 7, kindly ‘keeps in touch’
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with His my9, 28w °13, even though the 7°y1 does not follow Him
to the proper place, to "X yax.12 T17 nmen, like >"w, explains that
Y8 °11 answer the o%w1 nia that ' resides in w1 °n2 and nroi °m
because that is where He usually spends time. %2 "12 express
their hope that through their 7mn learning and nm%»on, they will
indeed succeed in persuading ' to return to them. ' gratifies these
efforts by going oww 0P, gathering the 7mn 7% and the m»sn.

The v responds to the 1an 05w in the next verse: *177 "X
w2 A Y oM, “I am to my beloved, and my beloved is to me,
the one who shepherds among the roses”.13 According to the
simple meaning of the verse that she did not follow her beloved to
his garden, she responds defensively that although the two are not
together, they are still in love. In contrast, according to *"w-’s
approach, she is responding with a tone of loving admiration.
When the 717 goes out of his way to be connected to her, it becomes
obvious that they are a loving, loyal couple. 77 nT1¢n sees the 7y
as answering with confidence that the 77 will return to her and
God would become even closer to X "12. Since X7 *12 has not
followed after any other ‘lover’ and has not worshipped nmay 71,
they are assured that 'n will notice this, along with their prayers,
and return to them permanently. There is still a clear relationship
between her and the 7.

In the meantime, the 77 describes his actions and ana-
lyzes how he feels about the relationship. He says, °n77 nax ni o8
DO IRIT ,IDAT AN MIRTY L9 CaRa nvae, “I went down to the nut
garden to see in the plants of the stream, to see if the grapevine
blossomed, if the pomegranates were in flower”.14 The blossoming
and ripening of fruit is usually connected to the rebirth and re-

juvenation of the spring. The 77 wants to know if there is any
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renewal or positive change in the relationship. According to the
ideas M7 nmyn brought previously, ' wants to know if the 7mn
learning and m%'sn that are emanating from the w1 °na and the °m
nmo1 are sincere. Are the Jews really connected to the wipni n»a
where His n1ow resides?
The language and description used in the above verse is
found elsewhere in 7"in. In a miracle that confirmed that the o175
were chosen by God to serve in the 1pwn, the 7n states: 377K nvn m79
DTPW 913 PUX PN M9 XYM 17 0029, “the rod of 11X blossomed for the
tribe of »%; it gave forth flowers, buds sprouted, and almonds
ripened.”!5 The "npmlé connects the word n79 to the nnmd °naw,17 the
young o717 that assisted in the wpni n°3, the word ¢ to the golden
head plate of the 7 173, and o71pw to the o°17d5, who were fast and
zealous in doing the work of 'n. The word 7o additionally appears
as a description of one of the decorations of the 7,18 oy nwhw
nIoY NDd TNRG MIpa 2P, three cups engraved with almonds on
a branch with a knob and a flower (on each side of the 7).
is also found by the building of the pillars of the wipni na.19
T 179 012 Now nwynd now, “Its lip was like the lip on a cup with the
design of a rose flower.” Also, it says,20 ' n°22 22w ... 119 AN POTY
MDY PR Mena, “A righteous person will blossom like a date tree
planted in the house of 'n, in the courtyards of 'n they will
blossom.” o°p>7% are like blossoming flowers in the w7pnn noa.
Even the non-Jews realize that the Jews are loyal to 'n.
Do a2l praise the 7y1 saying,?22 oawwa ano 0000 Ny Jav3,
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“Your stomach is a field of wheat fenced in by roses.” >"w123
explains this praise to mean that X "1 are so careful with nmmxn
that they even follow %o, light barriers, surrounding the nnxn.
They avoid going against the will of "7 at all costs, and the o™ take
notice of this fact.

The my7 wishes to strengthen the relationship. She says,24
D1 18I ,1TA0N NS LI9AT AMND DX ARNI om0k onvows, “Let us wake up
early to go to the vineyards; we will see if the grapevine blossomed,
if the small grapes opened up, if the pomegranates ripened.” "w~%
informs us of the deeper meaning of the verse. x> "12 are trying
to impress 7"apn by showing Him the people who study an>aw 57n,
mwn, and X3 in their wa7 °n2 and nroid ona.

In the next 709,26 the my1 realizes that it is true that flow-
ers have sprouted forth and that she has done something of which
she can be proud. 79 °no¥ 17 2w O3 DWIM 2°73 92 11AND V1 7 1N 2RNTA,
“the mandrake flowers have given off a scent, and by our door are
all types of fruit, old and new; my beloved, I have hidden for you.”
o’ flowers help bring fertility and are the subject of discussion
in nwx72 790.27 In this story, m1 asks nx? for some of the o'x77 that
121 found. nx> takes offense, so 711 offers her a night with 2Py
in exchange for these oxm7. Obviously, these flowers must have

meant something special to 711,28 since otherwise, she would not
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have given up time with her beloved in order to attain them.
On the other hand, there is a negative feeling and attitude about
what %m0 did,29 so there is also a negative aspect to the o’xm7. The
words M un1 2XN77 could either refer to the sweet smell of the
flowers on the tree, or they could refer to the fallen flowers rotting
on the ground giving off a putrid odor. Similarly, *"w130 explains
that the moo could refer to the op>7x and to the owwn, who both
decide to call out to . Even the oywa have love for . It is just
hidden in their hearts.3!

Flowers appear throughout the love story of o™wn w.
Much can be learned about the intricacies and cycles of 1 and
X "12’s relationship by tracing the occurrences of the flowers.
58w 12 are often compared to oW because their mixn smell sweet
like roses. ?x7w 12 want to be nurtured and have everything come
easily, but, instead, 'm warns them of difficulties ahead. When
5X7w° "2 overcome challenges, they become even more beloved in
His eyes. Roses also emphasize the loyal, singular connection
between 7 and %7 12 and the way that 'n cares for “xw» "11 like
a shepherd cares for his flocks. Although "7 and X7 "12 are not
always together, there is always communication. There is also
praise for each other. %~ 11 call 7’s words that are delivered
through His o°%*21 roses, while ' collects the m?sn and mxn of
5% °132. Throughout the history represented in own 2w, both 'n
and 87w "1 analyze their relationship and see how they can im-

prove it and cause it to blossom and bring forth beautiful flowers.
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own W contains the love story between a man and a woman,
illustrating the struggles within their relationship, as well as the
potential for an intimate connection. The 790 can also be viewed
as the trials and tribulations of X %12’s relationship with 'n.
7 is constantly in X7 °12’s midst, but they neglect to acknowledge
His presence. "7 12 fail to relate to 71 in the proper fashion; they
encounter difficulty and punishment. & *12 seek stability and
permanence from ', who provides for their every need.

Throughout owi 1w, Tona MPw uses metaphors to refer to
the male and female, namely '7 and %7 °13, each connoting a
different aspect of their relationship. The female calls out to her
lover,! ©°37%2 $°270 7R L0079 w01 JaaRw 0 a7an, “Tell me, You
whom my soul loves: Where will you graze your flock? Where will
you rest them in the afternoon?” The female refers to her lover as
her shepherd. She desires guidance and direction. She appears
helpless without her male companion. "v12 explains how & w» *12
compare themselves to 7’s flock of sheep. "1 acts as their shepherd,
watching over them and guiding them. A shepherd feeds its sheep
and provides them with nurture and care. %’ 12 ask "7 to provide
for them and protect them. A shepherd guides and directs its flock.
X7 "12 admit to ' that they need guidance and stability. x> "12

want permanent shelter under '7’s protection. omnx refers to mo
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or any difficult time period. 2% 12 are most “exposed to the sun”
in the afternoon and need “shade” from 7.

Similarly, later,3 the female again refers to her lover as a
shepherd: awwa ay1a 1% 1) 2 17, “My lover is mine and I am his,
the shepherd among the roses”. The female emphasizes the
intimate bond she feels with her male counterpart. She then
reiterates that he is her shepherd and subjects herself to his

«n

control. *"w1* explains that X "11 are saying: “'n grazes us, His
flock, in pastures of beauty”. When & 12 are in '7’s hands, they
are without worry. 1 will provide for them, despite their occasional
lack of recognition of Him. 77 nm¥n interprets this pwos as X "12
and '7’s desire to maintain a relationship with each other. Despite
their sins, 9% "12 did not choose another god and 'n1 did not
choose another nation. They remain loyal to each other regardless
of past strife. oaww are roses, flowers with thorns, which may
symbolize other nations that surround s "12. 'n guides His flock
when they graze amongst other nations, allowing them to maintain
their connection to 7mn.

The shepherd-flock relationship holds significance be-
cause W21 Twn, XMW "12’s greatest leader, started out as a shep-
herd.5 nwn proves himself worthy as the leader of »x7w» *12 by caring
for his father-in-law’s sheep. The w2m¢® mentions that when nwn

was shepherding the flock of »in* in the desert, one kid ran away
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and found a pool of water from which to drink. When 7wn reached
the kid, he said, “I didn’t know that you ran away because of thirst.
You must be tired.” He lifted the kid, placed it on his shoulders,
and carried it back. Once 'n saw this, He said, “You have such
mercy on sheep and therefore deserve to also shepherd My sheep,
the "X »12.” 7 saw nwn show compassion to a thirsty sheep and
felt he would show compassion to an entire nation. X" *12 require
a leader who will display similar qualities to G-d who guides and
nurtures X" 12.7

mwn serves as an understanding and merciful leader to
5% "12. He escorts them out of slavery in oyn, and guides them
throughout the -727. Demonstrating his leadership abilities in
OXI° 212’s war against pony, nwn ascends to the top of a hill with
MR and 1. When nwn lifts his hands, 5% *12 succeed in battle
and when his hands lower, ponv succeeds. nwn’s hands become
heavy so miax and ™ each support one hand. They also place a
stone under him so he can sit.8 *"w19 quotes the X in nayn which
asks: Didn’t nwn have a pillow or a chair to sit on? Rather nwn said,
“Since X 12 are immersed in Wwx, I will be with them in their
awx.” nwn wanted to feel the pain of his people. This demonstrates a
proper shepherd-flock relationship.

Similarly, when ' appears to nwn for the first time, He
speaks from a mo. *"w110 comments that 7 specifically spoke from

a 710 because 77¥1 0 My, ' is together with x7w» »13 in their pain.
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The xmmn waml!l elaborates that ' was telling nwn that just like
X7 011 are immersed in the deep pain of slavery, so is He 132
immersed in the w2 of a narrow, sharp place of thorns. "7 feels the
pain of His nation like a shepherd relates to his flock of sheep.
Both ' and nwn share this nm7» in their ability to relate to their
“sheep” in their time of need.

Shepherds also put their flock’s needs ahead of their own
needs. Once 7wn accepts the fact that he will not remain the leader
of 9% "12 when they enter X yIX, he submits a request to '7.12
ORPXY WK 0777107 K127 WK O°I07 KXY WK .77V 5V WK W2 9% MM PR 1 1pD
7YY 0°R TR WK IRED ' N7V a0 89 o800 X1, The fact that nwn asks for a
successor at the end of his life indicates the level of commitment
he exercises as the “shepherd” of his flock. *"w113 quotes the ™o
that explains this request by nwn as op>7¢ v jmaw. At the time he
is dying, nwn abandons his own needs and busies himself with
the needs of the nation. Additionally, 7wn not only asks for a suc-
cessor, but more specifically he addresses G-d as mmM *p1vr. ~"w,14
quoting the xmnin w1, explains how this description hints to the
type of leader 'n should appoint. nwn tells 1 that because G-d com-
prehends the minds of all of &2 "13, He should appoint a leader
who can relate to every member of the nation. Just as a shepherd
guides and focuses on every individual sheep, nwn» wants the next

leader of %" °12 to connect to every Jew on an individual level.
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Jwn asks ' to not allow %X "2 to be av11 0% PR WK IR¥D.15
7wn recognizes the importance of a leading force to guide 7w "12
spiritually and provide a sense of stability. Without this figure,
% 12 would fall apart into a state of confusion and conflict.
Just as sheep lack purpose and motivation without a shepherd,
so too a nation lacks direction and inspiration without a leader.

own v calls on us to have a relationship with the
ultimate Shepherd, n"2pn. When the female calls her lover a nyn,
she desires permanent care and protection. In m?, we pray to ',
our Shepherd, to provide for us spiritually and physically. We
throw our troubles upon Him, hoping He will feel our pain and
respond just like a shepherd who understands the needs of each
of his sheep. We yearn for an intimate connection with 'n and
strive to recognize His presence within our lives. This is what the
shepherd-sheep metaphor represents. We ultimately aspire to feel
and acknowledge '’s Divine Protection and thereby build upon

our personal connection with our Shepherd.
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"mpma nwo begins with a list of blessings and rewards that 2xw» "12
will receive if they follow '7’s 710 and nnen. It then lists the curses
and punishments that will befall x> 13 if they don’t follow
’s nmxn. If one takes a close look at the o°p09, one notices that
the blessings and rewards that are promised for following 7 117
are solely material and physical. For example, it says,! 13%n *mpna ox
VW5 07 oNDIRY .. W7 D37 WM ... DNV 02°NWA NN ... 1RWN NIXN DX,
While all these blessings are really important and certainly
wonderful, why is there no mention of any spiritual blessing and
reward that come from following "7’s 7710 and min which we know

are the ultimate apex of spirituality? The j"an712 answers that all
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the m>7a that are mentioned here are actually a™no1o01. It is obvious
that one who occupies himself with 770 study and nngn will receive
spiritual reward; the revolutionary w17n here is that not only does
following 770 and nn¥n provide spiritual rewards, but physical and
material rewards as well. Logically, does it make sense that an en-
tire nation should triumph over all their enemies, even though their
enemies are much larger? Is it comprehensible that every single
person in an entire nation of people will be completely satiated? Yet,
this is what '7 promises us if we follow in His ways! It is truly
unbelievable the o°01 that &% 12 merit when they follow "7 772!

We clearly see the tremendous power and influence of 7mn
and men. The v begins with the words, 12%n *mpna ox. w1 says3
that this specifically refers to engaging in 7n study. However, w1
does not just say 7mn Tm%9; rather, he uses the 1w of mmna oony. It
does not mean to just learn 7™, but rather to toil in it. We can’t
just learn nmn passively; rather 77n needs to be the center of our
lives. We need to truly breathe nmn and integrate it into our every
action since it is the essence of our being.

There is no excuse for not learning 7mn. The & relates

that the poor man, the rich man, and the yw1 will be asked by
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the heavenly 17 o013, “Why did you not study 77n?” The poor man
will respond, “I was poor and busy supporting myself.” He will
then be asked, “Were you poorer that %71 who was 71na pow
despite how poor he was?” Each day %71 would only earn a small
coin, half of which he would give to the watchman who stood
guard by the w21 n*a. The rich man will respond that he did not
study 77n because he was very wealthy and involved with mat-
ters of business. He will then be asked, “Were you richer than
01077 12 T1¥PR 1 who had a thousand cities and a thousand ships,
and each day he would take a sack of flour on his shoulders
and go from city to city and province to province in order to
study 7n?” The ywn will claim that he did not learn 77n because
he was handsome and busy with his 2¥°. He will then be asked,
“Were you more handsome than 70 who was extremely handsome
and tempted by 190w nwK, yet overcame his 7% and was 7102 pow?”
Therefore the "1 will be punished because of %71, the 1wy will be
penalized because of o071 12 71K °27, and the ywn will be punished
because of nor.

P a2xmMw 070 215 says that in order to have a true under-

standing of how much we need to devote ourselves to 7710 and nnea,
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we must look at the rationalizations given by the ", 2wy and vwA.
One may think that the "’s excuse is quite justifiable. He was
poor and needed to support himself and his family; surely one is
required to support his family. However, the x7n is not trying to
refute that argument. One is definitely required to support his
family. Rather, the X is highlighting how little one needs to
support himself and his family. %71 received so little money and
was able to give half of it away for m°% amn!

This is a tremendous lesson for us in the twenty-first cen-
tury. Many people have become obsessed with money. It is simply
out of control! There is a fine line between making money to
support oneself and one’s family, and to truly being obsessed with
attaining all material pleasures and physical pursuits. We need to
seriously reevaluate our lives and priorities to make sure our goals
are truly aw5.

The ywn rationalizes that he is unable to overcome the
powerful temptations to which he is subjected. These rationaliza-
tions are not valid as 7o was subjected to the great temptation of
19w nwR and was able to not only overcome it, but spend his time
being nmn1a pow.

Once again, we can learn a tremendous lesson. We are
all subjected to many temptations of our 7%. Our world is un-
fortunately full of nvmwis and physicality. Many times we are
overcome with desires and temptations that are detrimental to
our mwl. We may want to rationalize that we can not over-
come these temptations for our desires and yai ¥ are too strong,
but these are not valid rationalizations. Rather, we must find a
way to over-come our evil inclination and be nmym 7mna pow. One
of the best ways to ensure this is by placing ourselves in a
good environment, surrounded by people who are truly engaged

in 770 study.6
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The 2w np? 0127 brings down a Ywn about a group of people
sitting around the table. They didn’t notice any difference between
themselves as they were all performing the same actions of sitting,
eating, and drinking. However, when they all finished eating, all
but one person rose to leave. At that moment, they then realized
how different that man was. He didn’t rise because he had no
legs!

axT oy 27, the son of the oY%pn Xao, says that this Swn
teaches us about the nature of man. When friends are together
in 72w and learning, one doesn’t really notice the difference be-
tween them. One seems to be doing the same activities as the
other. The real test really comes after they leave n2v» and each
goes off on his own way. It is then that one sees who has the “legs”
to stand strong to follow a life of 7mn and who doesn’t. This is what
1290 "mpna ok means. We must have the “legs” to walk and live a

77 life even in a world that at times places obstacles in our path.
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Lizi Marks

The Alternate Window

An Analysis of Studying Secular Subjects

and Involvements in the Outside World

A lone pedestrian ambles down a neatly paved walkway, absorbing
the view of homes alongside as he passes. The first home is grand
with windows that reach from floor to ceiling; the sunlight floods
its elegant quarters decorated with elaborate paintings and
trinkets. The next home is slightly smaller than the first, with
fewer windows and less complexity. Home after home is smaller
and smaller. Windows are increasingly scarce. Finally, the very
last home on the block is devoid of any opening at all. The pedes-
trian, perplexed at the lack of even a minute aperture for a small
breeze, continues on his way.

As in all aspects of reality, there are always decisions one
must make regarding the way in which he leads his life. Each
different lifestyle, each diverse style of home has positive and
negative aspects. One must weigh these facets with extreme
caution. One has the option to set himself aside, completely
devoted to nn study. He will be surrounded by only the four walls
of his home, unaware of anything beyond them. In contrast, he
may allow the walls of his home to boast expansive windows
looking upon the outside world. The sights of secular society will
flood his dwelling, and in turn, his very essence will be signifi-
cantly altered. Balancing these two extremes can be accomplished,
but is an arduous task. Similarly, one must ask to what extent
should one expose himself to secular knowledge? How many
windows exposing the wisdom of the o should a Jewish home
contain? Should time, better spent on nmn learning, be sacrificed

to study other modes of knowledge?
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Before exploring the Halachik opinions regarding secular
studies, one must first comprehend the value and need to engage
in external culture. There are many such instances in 7"in.

AR O77AR, growing up in a home occupied with idol wor-
ship, was forced to contest the foolish methods of servitude to
inanimate objects. Therefore, om7ax became skilled in combating
the unreasonable actions of idolatry and was able to draw many
people to a monotheistic mentality.! Evidently, his exposure to
the outside world supported aoinax’s quest in discovering and
strengthening his belief in G-d.

However, there are instances when a person is meant to
remain cordoned off from worldly traditions. 77w understood that
oxynw threatened the purity of pny. Therefore, 7w drove both -7
and her son away, thus preventing “xymw° from influencing her
precious child.2 an7ax could not comprehend raising a son who
would not attempt survival in the outside world while maintaining
the ethics of Judaism. Therefore onnax did not regard =7 and her

child as a danger to his son’s growth.3 77w, with her remarkable
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The Alternate Window 73

intuition, perceived an essential difference between her son’s and
husband’s personalities.# Perhaps, this was because pnx> was
destined to be an mmnn 77w and therefore required greater shield-
ing from the outside world, just like he was never allowed to leave
SR’ 7RSS 6

Evidently, there can be no general rule regarding secular
exposure. Each person according to his 7psn in life must ask
himself if exposure is appropriate. Initially, it appeared that apy
would lead a secluded life. o°%nx 2w on wX 2py™,7 2py° resided in the
modest home on the block, devoid of windows portraying the
outside world.8 Yet, 2py° also possessed the strength to live in a
house with big windows. He lived in the company of wy from the
moment of conception, his first exposure to outside culture.
Furthermore, he spent twenty years working for 125.°

py’s sons, DY and Nar, had a relationship which illus-
trates the balance of exposure and closure a Jewish community
must have. 1oww, who had tremendous ability in 7n Tn%n, was
supported by his merchant brother. Why was 17121 not outraged at
his inability to also be immersed in a secluded 7mn life? After all,
if 7,11 was a truly spiritual person, driven by a0 values, would

he not also desire to learn constantly, illuminating the world with
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74 Lizi Marks

G-d’s truth? "in explain that n?ar implicitly understood that with
his vocation, he would enable his brother to learn constantly. With
his wealth supporting 7790 Tm%n, every action he performed to
enhance the success of his business was also considered a merit.
1?21 shared the merit 1oww» acquired through 770 mnon, despite the
external superficiality of his daily actions. From this example, one
can clearly perceive the necessity of both seclusion and exposure,
which together create a stable basis upon which the world can be
sustained.

Yet again, this notion is evident when evaluating the life of
pyY’s beloved son, Ao1. Aov led his life in a¥n’s repulsive culture.
no controlled Egypt’s food supplies during the years of plenty and
famine. This position required close contact with secular society
on a daily basis. Through all these trials and tribulations, fov
ingeniously maintained his Yiddishkeit. The importance of filtering
one’s self from all the influences of the outside world is visibly
depicted by qor. Though individuals must be involved with the o7,
like no» they must shield their souls, not allowing any negative
influences to manipulate their beings.10

Furthermore, before nwn took the Jewish people out of
ox¥n, he acted as a diplomat in the king’s court. Without nwn
aggressively combating 7y79’s decrees, battling for the rights of his
people, and delivering the nmon, the Jewish people could not have
exited o¥n with the same radiant flare. qwn’s leadership skills and

involvement in the political situation was essential.
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Now that it has been established that even the Jew’s
greatest leaders were involved in the outside world,!! one must
delve further into the matter regarding the wisdom of secular
studies. May an individual study such subjects? If so, which
subjects are permissible?

Secular wisdom, also called ny1x°m NoR or 0w MR Mo,
is surprisingly mentioned nowhere in the 7mn. However, one verse
in 072712 alludes to this topic. 2>y °1°Y% 03n1°21 DINNT RIT ° DNWYY 2NN
717 2173 AT 2N 007 Y P 1MRY A9RT 2PN 93 DR e wR. One can glean
from here the concept of the 7mn’s priority over the wisdom of
other nations. 7m0 should be the primary pursuit of knowledge in
one’s life, and should not be made secondary to unrelated wis-
doms. Furthermore, 32 12 1213 states, 71°7 72W 772 72 PRY V00 Y 710,
“Swerve not from the imn, for there is nothing that exceeds it.”
Undoubtedly, other wisdoms do not contain the same significance
as the nmn. However, the knowledge of secular wisdom plays an
imperative role in this world. The x"»m1 allows infrequent study of
secular subjects. “One is permitted to study the secular wisdoms
on an irregular basis as long as he totally refrains from studying
heretical books.”'4* The x"mn appears tremendously reluctant to
allow a Jew to devote much time to secular studies. As soon as the
study of these subjects develops into regular routine, the individ-
ual has entered hazardous ground.

Numerous sources in the 7m?n, omwxY and onnR strongly
encourage the study of secular subjects. For instance, ?X¥m75 2py° 20

relates, “There is not one instance in the ... Talmud ... where 5"
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76 Lizi Marks

criticize any wisdom”.15 Moreover, TwX 12 12 121 states, “It is well
known that each of the seven wisdoms is a ladder on which one
can rise to Divine wisdom.”16 Furthermore, 279%pwn %97 17, a student
of the Vilna Gaon, quotes in the name of his Rebbi, “that all the
sciences are necessary for our holy 7mn and are included in it. In
order to understand and attain the sublime wisdom, one must
also study the seven wisdoms of the lower world of nature.”?7

The 5"n divides secular subjects into four categories. The
first, man’s physical environment, must be studied in order to
identify and love G-d. Secondly, subjects considered as fnan 217
which aid an individual in the study of 7mn, should be studied in
order that one can perfect his performance of the nngn. n naom,
Greek wisdom, generally has no relationship to the study of 7mn
and, therefore, should not be studied. There is no justifiable
rationale to steal precious time from the learning of 7mn for such
wisdom. Lastly, heretical subjects which oppose 77, should never
be studied unless learned with the intent of refuting the sacrile-
gious concepts.18

Many rabbis maintain that studying the permissible sub-
jects are not only acceptable, but also an obligation. 775 ja8 »n2 127
states, “We are obligated... to investigate the creatures of this
world and derive from them proof of the wisdom of the crea-
tor....”19 Additionally, the a"ann states, “What is the path to love
and fear G-d? When a man contemplates the remarkable creations
of G-d....”20 The w"™x 1 incorporates history amid the studies that

are required in order to understand '7’s ways.2! “Knowledge of the
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history of the world enlightens the path of the wise man....”
Furthermore, secular subjects immensely aid an individual to
perform the nm¥n. As the Vilna Gaon states, “According to how
much a man lacks knowledge of other wisdoms, correspondingly
he will lack a hundred fold of imn wisdom.”22 The study of medi-
cine is specifically permitted in the nmn itself23 and according to
many authorities, is a great myn.24

Another inquiry arises as to how much time one may
spend studying secular subjects. Many opow declare that one
should not take away time that could be better spent learning
70.25 The o"m7’s ideal distribution of time includes three hours of
work and nine hours of learning.26 ¥y"w notes that if one cannot
learn, he should support other people in their learning.2? The X"m
elucidates that “It is as if he learned himself.”28. 07 1AA9R 21
affirms that studying secular subjects to proficiently learn a trade
is essentially a mx»n. However, if a boy demonstrates great capabili-

ties in learning, his parents should have him dedicate all his time
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to the learning of 7mn.29 One must always maintain an attitude of
7n’s priority, keeping in mind that secular subjects are only
useful to enhance 7mn knowledge or earn a living. Only then is one
not considered as having been 7710 van. 12701 AKX 27 points out that
studying secular subjects simply out of pleasure constitutes ?mwn
7mn. Furthermore, a habitual schedule would give secular studies
the same recognition and importance as 1mn which is 7m0 ny7 72.30
7172 PR’ 071aR 21 cautions, “The 7110 must come first.” This is true
even for women. Secular studies should be considered no more
than the study of a trade.3! puwi»s qwn 27 32 forbade 2w students
to study secular subjects since the added burden of secular
studies will prevent them from becoming true o'man >n°n, which
requires all wsi;1 mm>. Furthermore, the deep attachment
to secular knowledge may lead to admission at a secular college
oowaw maving 93 aw ww. Conversely, wn 891 nwnw 27 advocates
the teaching of secular studies to children, coining the phrase
¥R 777 ay 710, with regard to education. This idiom initiated the
modern approach to early Jewish education. The yax 717 o 77N
approach combats the rebellious and heretical thoughts that
stream out of every college campus and each contemporary book
store.

As the lone pedestrian concludes his leisurely stroll along
the block, he fails to notice the size of the skylight each home
contained. In some of the largest homes, the radiance from above
was worthless due to the ample luminosity streaming in through
the colossal windows. However, in the windowless home, the glow
from above was the solitary source of light. On the one hand,
this tiny shelter basked solely in heavenly glory. Conversely, the

inhabitance will never have the pleasure of glimpsing the beauty
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and intricacy of the world G-d created. o»n o7% 27 WK1 19X.33
Each way to live may be correct depending on the ™pan of each
individual. One must learn to balance both worlds, using the

pleasures in 711 07y to enhance his share in xa7 07.34
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Aliza Yaros

Proper Attitudes towards X2 79N

The o had the opportunity to exalt X yax, but instead they
spoke disparagingly about it and said ®°7 72wy n?oK yx.! The wam
xmmn? gives a Swn. A king selects a nice present to give to the per-
son he loves. Another person tells the king’s close friend that the
gift is awful, and thereby insults the king himself!

Because of their negative reports, the o°7:n were severely
punished and died in the desert.3 Similarly, the %x7w» 11 who
believed their report were also doomed to die in the desert.4
Contrary to the o%n, 295 and ywnvr, who praised %W paX, were
rewarded and entered X PR,

From the spies we learn the seriousness of speaking nega-
tively about "% yax and by inference we also see the importance
of speaking in a positive way about the Land.

The book of xy refers to 2™mio, the king of mwx, as 7910K,5
a name showing great power. Why? The X6 explains that 1m0
received this title as a reward for not speaking y1 W% about X
DX, 2 Mo, a non-Jew, received a glorious title by merely abstain-
ing from uttering mi about X pax.

SXX 7wn 177 notes that one is also prohibited to compare
5% IR to the wonders of other countries. 7m0 was rewarded

for saying 0ox¥IX> pIX X 0ONR NAPYY RN 7v,% whereas 9w 11 were
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punished for comparing X2 y7x to the land of v'ww and describing
it as wywo Mw.9 Both statements equate 98 yX to another
country; why would one lead to a punishment and the other to a
reward? XM 11 answers that everyone has a bias that their own
country is the greatest. By admitting that another country is equal
to theirs, they are in fact acknowledging that without this bias, the
other country would be greater. By not saying mi, 210 was really
elevating "% R and therefore merited receiving the great title of
79108. However, when X 12 equated 78 yx to a foreign country,
they were lowering >xw> yx. Jews must feel connected to x> yax
and treat her as their own land with all the respect she deserves.

X% 1110 quotes a story!! about how "»x °27 and "ox "27, who
lived in %% yoR, would relocate their o>1n7n to different places in
the w1 n2 each season to ensure that the students were not too
hot in the summer or too cold in the winter. The 0°121 took count-
less hours away from their 77n 7m%n so that the students would be
more comfortable while learning and not complain nor mention
anything disparaging about % yIx. Once again, this story shows
us the importance of how we speak about 2% yox.

nor merited to be buried in 8w yIX because he made it
known that he was an "M2v. He introduced himself in prison to
7v9’s personal cup bearer and said 2avn yoRn onamy any 0D.12
Additionally, 19°v» nwr identifies 701 as an "2y wor.13 1127 nwn, how-
ever, was referred to as an "xn wx14 and does not attempt to

specifically label himself as an "ay.15
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2Py made Ao» swear to bury him in x> yIR.16 2py im-
pressed upon nor the strong connection that he constantly felt
with 9% yax. 2py° did not want to remain in Egypt and was very
adamant about passing this message onto n01. 701 inculcated his
father’s words and succeeded to pass this passion for “xw» yax
down to his descendants, the 9%% nua, who wished to inherit their
father’s land out of their love for 8w yx.17 When nor presented
himself as an >72v v’X, he connected to %W’ y7x and thus merited to
be buried in the holy land of Israel just like his father, 2py».18

Ao teaches us that every Jew belongs to 7&w» yox; it is a
part of who we are. We might be like nwn, who was born in ", but
we must identify ourselves with x> yax like qo» because that is
part of our essence and where we belong.

The RMXWOWD 281 RH 271 1N questions why nwn was
punished and not allowed to enter x7w° yR for being called an
¥» R instead of an "May wR. It was not his fault that he was born
in Egypt. It would not be right for him to lie about where he was
from. The 1"m7x% answers that because ' promised the land to omnax
and his descendants, wn, as well as all of %W 12, are connected
to the land through this promise and are obligated to associate
with it and even view themselves as residents of the Holy Land.

May we all succeed in internalizing love for 77> yIx as we

strive to live in the Promised Land.
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Vicki Beneson

nnel

When one thinks about the concept of G-d testing man, one
usually ponders the case of pnx> n7py. It is the epitome of all tests;
the essence of man putting 'n 1 and 2 pnva before his own
desires. It was a test that was passed with flying colors. omiax was
a man who could not have children; but, after years of yearning, 'n
granted him a child, pny>. The older his son became, the more
attached aimax became to him, thus making the command to kill
his precious child all the more difficult. The 7mn informs us that
OTIaR DR 7071 2PN, ' was testing omnax. Only later when a ' 8™
commands him to not kill pnx> do we learn that the test was to
show if ommax was G-d-fearing or not.2 However, this is difficult to
understand. Shouldn’t G-d know before the n7py that o712k was a
PR X7? Didn’t everyone recognize oinax’s tremendous onw nx1?
The 127 prvn answers the last question with a >wn.3 If a king
would command one of the common people to go and slaughter

his child, then the man would have no choice but to do as he
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86 Vicki Beneson

was told. He could try and protest, but then both he and the
child would be killed. If, however, the king commanded one of
his advisors with whom he was very close to go and slaughter his
child, then the advisor would not necessarily have to listen at
once. He could ask why the king wished for him to kill his child
and gradually he may be able to change the king’s mind and
persuade him to be merciful. Similarly, a77128 was, 1’3, an advisor
to ' and one would expect him to beg "7 that he should not have
to kill pnx>. However, oiiaxk was on such a high spiritual level that
despite his closeness with ', he was able to have anw nx™ like a
commoner. This then was the 1101 of 11°ax o772ax.

The first question, however, remains. Why was it neces-
sary for G-d who knows everything to test om7ax? 'n should have
known 0;771ax’s level of x™!

1"am declares that 'n only tests op>7¢ as it says in o'7in,*
12° P>7¢ 1. ' only tests those whom He knows will succeed. The test
isn’t for ‘1, but for the one being tested. The tests transform the m>,
potential, into the %y, action, to bring a person’s ability to frui-
tion. Without any hardship, a person’s potential would lie dormant
and never be actualized. As a result of the test, the person is able
to receive reward for a 2w nwyn and not just for a 2w 2.5

The 2"na16 expounds upon the idea that 'n tests in order to

reward people. He explains that there is a limit to man’s ability to

axd

QIR AWYH NPT A2, NYTY XIT P07 PIY OTNAR DX 701 270RM" (X ,20 nOwR2) 1M 5
7037 DaR L0 73 "1 XY LAWY XY ¥ KD ORY WY X OX 172 DuYmn mMwn
>0 Y71 7292 230 2% DW XY 210 WYn 0w 17 NPAY ,5YIDN OR 17 12 1277 R0XIT7 12 TR Than
X?21,11°012 1MIR MR IP2TAY POM MR WY 782 YT R (7 XY 2°90N) 102 P78 own

A0 NAWY MR MDA DI 3T WAL KD WK DYWIT DR Y

WA 13,3 PO K P 71 717 190 ©

DOWAW ,NIRWR PWhR QTR TI0IA0 I NRINwER D R L' 12w o
TARY ATV AT TAR ,DO3AT 22w 1D P 10 DY .0OMRI 1XIY MNRITI MY N 2w 1mrInwn
AN N ANPRIN AT WD LRI AT 2 W ATIAYAY L7210 20T N7 ORIRY 0w %R 1T

19 IR WR MROWA TN VNN RIT ORI 1X1Y XOR 10900 17 PR DWW 120,717 NIK]



minol 87

attain perfection. After a certain point of trying, one reaches a level
of nn7w and can then enjoy it forever. Thus there are two parts to
man’s existence, earning reward and enjoying that reward.

The 7mPn states:7 MM N7 W 721 720 DA 72 0T X7 IOR
MIYMD N7 71217 72 771 MK 7, that the period of time of good things
is, as a general rule, always greater than bad. Therefore, the earn-
ing phase is limited, as 7 sees fit, while the reward phase is
unlimited. However, since the time to earn is limited, man must be
challenged in order to make the most of this time. “The period of
earning must therefore be one where the spiritual and physical are
in constant strife”. Both the physical and spiritual aspects of man
must “wage war” in order for man to gain reward. One cannot
argue, though, that the spiritual should have an advantage over
the physical because this would go against the “true purpose” of
man that he should earn reward through his own effort.

Mankind exists at different stations in life for exactly this
purpose. Each position is a test for the particular people that
are in it. They have the ability to overcome these obstacles. For
example, rich and poor exist to test man if he will display kindness
or apathy. The wealthy are tested in what they will do with their
wealth and how they will help the poor, while the poor are also
tested in their own way. They face the test of being satisfied with

what they have and not disregarding 'n’s sovereignty in the world
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because of their lack. It is understandable, then, how everything
in life is a test and can be geared toward good or toward bad. How
each person arrives at his station in life depends on the spiritual
Roots of that person. This distribution of challenges takes into
account the true nature of all parties and circumstances.8 Only '7,
in His infinite wisdom, can allot challenges to each individual. Rav
Dessler explains® that each person has his own purpose in life,
and G-d gives him each and every tool that he needs in order to
fulfill his purpose, including the right amount and manner of
mnol. Rav Noach Orlowek asks how tests help one know what his
7pon is. He answers that good indicators are frequency and
intensity. If a test in a certain area happens very often or if it hits
very hard it can mean that one’s purpose is in that area and that
G-d wants something specific from that person.

As a result of the duality of man’s existence, having a time
to earn and a time to receive, ' created two worlds, 711 07w and

X217 07w.10 Mol only exist in this world in order to give man an
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opportunity to figure out his purpose and to gain reward, so that
he can have enjoyment in the next world.

1 improves X °11 through many trials and tribulations.
Success in these areas enables individuals and the 9% to garner
merit from 1. For example, 5% 12 are told that if a "pw x*21 arises
in their midst, they should not listen to him, 150X 2>R 7 7011 *>
0Owd1 9321 02137 951 ofR AR oamR oowen nyTe.ll 7otests YR M
in order to ascertain the level of their love for Him and what is
truly in their hearts. 0"awn explains!2? that 7 tests "%7w° 12 in order
DRI MOt Mo, to bestow reward on His people.

1 also uses the o to test %k "12. In the days of the
oo, 7 left some of the nations in %W vIX to test the X °13,
WD MAnn 93 DR OWT R? WK DO DR ORIW° DR 02 N1012.13 3"a77 commentsl4
that this test was to help the nation understand that it was the
smwn of ', and not "X "12’s own strength, that won the wars
with the nations who were living there.!5 Furthermore, *"v1 adds!6
that they actually rebelled against God and therefore required the
test.
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A second level of the test was to see if 2x7w” "2 would still
be able to follow 7 amidst the other nations,!7 %X W DX 02 MO P
7 m¥n nR wawen nyTe. Just as with piye nTpy, one may wonder, didn’t
' know if % 12 would follow Him or not? At least according
to ""wn, the 1"am7’s explanation that ' only tests o7 whom He
knows will pass the test does not fit here. Instead, one may argue,
that passing a 01 can come in many forms. In our instance,
because 77w "12 did not pass the test,!8 this led to 'n becoming
angry at them and punishing them.!9 This in turn spurred X7 *12
to do nawn and to cry out to '1.20 They attained new heights of
' mpa7. Thus, the test from ' eventually led to reward for 7w 13,
and as ' 717 explained, that is exactly our goal in this world, to
gain merit. No one would say that the test had negative results
when looked upon from that angle.

& 11 were tested and had to go through a whole process
in order to “shake them” into a proper awareness of G-d. Only at
that level were they able to do proper n1wn. So too, we are tested
on this fundamental level virtually every day. In today’s era, as
man goes about his daily life in a materialistic world, G-d, spiritu-
ality, and religion often take a back seat to his priorities. Rabbi
Yissocher Frand, in his book An Offer You Can’t Refuse, 2! explains
that man is tested because a reminder is often needed that 7 is
o°3%n7 °3m T and that our goal in life is to be 1 72w to the best
of our abilities. Humanity as a whole requires tests that come in
the form of major life events, as well as minor tests, in order to

“pull us out of our lethargic acquiescence to the material world”.
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In addition, these tests, depending on their origin and presenta-
tion, often teach us another very valuable lesson. Tests such
as wars or natural disasters remind people that they cannot trust
the government or the military to always protect them. The verse
in 91022 says: AYwWn 2 PRY O7R J22 2712 Wwan 9R. It is easy to
fall into a form of slumber in the materialistic world. “Bad” things,
life-altering events in which one has to stop and take stock of his
life are really opportunities for a person to stop and think about 'n
and His greatness. When life is going smoothly, when all we have
is “good” that is the time when we need to remember 7 and thank
Him for everything. However, that is when it is most people forget.
Therefore, He presents us with tests in order to “wake us up” and
give us a taste of the spirituality that our mnwi desire. We need to
learn to take the tests that 7 sends us and turn them around for
the better, for our spiritual selves, to be able to better serve 1.
Tests enable man to see the good that surrounds him and
to enhance that goodness. Without a notion of pain, no one can
truly experience pleasure for pleasure would just exist as a norm.
Differentiation is needed in order to better appreciate the good we
have. 0" explains2?3 that ' accustomed %X "12 to a hard life in
the desert so that they could benefit from the wonders of X yax
to the fullest. One who is not aware of hardships will have a
difficult time adjusting, even in a good land. In the desert, %" *12
would get a little tired and frustrated from the traveling and
wandering. In that way, when %% 12 entered 77w IR, the hard
work that needed to be done would not seem impossible and the
fact that they could rest permanently would be more than just an

exciting idea. “To pass from weariness to rest is more pleasant
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than to be constantly at rest.”24 'n7 put them through this ordeal in
order that they would have the strength to enter the land and fight
for the land. Indeed, the 770 states that the purpose of x> "12’s
journey in the desert was to bring good to them in the end,
TINPIMNA W7 M0 YRR MY wn.25 Adversity in life must be looked
at within the context of the bigger picture, “for prosperity does
away with courage, whereas a hard life and fatigue necessarily
produce courage.”?6 27 Ultimately, the bearers of burden have the
most objective good in their lives.

"2 1727 explains?® the verse Tn™nR2 72°0°72 M0 WH? TNIY WnH29
differently. All the suffering in the desert was to test X2 °11 and to
fortify their pnva and nmnk in 1. Through the hardship, their 1 nmay
would become natural and ingrained. Why does the 770 then claim
that the m was a test30 if all x> "12’s food was provided? »na w20

answers3! that every day it was a test because each day they relied

Moses Mamonides, The Guide of the Perplexed, trandated by Shlomo Pines, 12 %

.Chicago, 1963, volume two, page 499
o ,n oMt ®

771237 1N DAY 01757 PIRY ,A12AT PON M 03 L. (79 P19 A POm) 29131 7n 190 %
MananR2’ PIYT AT AR WK W' R0 —

Moses Maimonides, The Guide of the Perplexed, translated by Shlomo Pines, ax1 %
.Chicago, 1963, volume two, page 500
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upon 1 anew for their food. The 127 pnyn addss? that the 1 taught
5% 12 the concept of nmwn, that 'nm watches everything in the
world every instant.

mol are often looked upon negatively. They are seen as
punishments from ' or as an indifference of 1 in our lives. Often
when people are faced with trials and tribulations they will claim a
o1 qnon of . Yet, despite the difficulty of a test, one should
remember that "7 tests “x7w» °11 for the good of the nation and the
individual. Our reaction to the tests should help build our rela-

tionship with "7 each and every day.

7"3APAW IR TN AR YA DY NN TR A000 wm LU (0,0 0027) D27 pava 82
VA 903 mawn






Jamie Sokolow

The Kiss of Death

At the end of the 7mn, we are informed of the death of the greatest
X°21 to ever live, 11°27 awn. 7199 9y ... nwn aw n».1 What does this mean?
How could somebody die “by the mouth of '7?” Xy 128 comments
that 71 told nwn to go up to 11 712 and die there. The words ' %
inform us that nwn did what 'n told him to do.3 However, °"vn
explains that ' % means that nwn died np>w13, through a kiss.

7P w1 nn°n means death directly through ', without the nor-
mal intermediary role of the mni 8.4 The X7 describes np w1 nnon
as the most desirable form of death, like removing a hair from
milk.5 What makes it such an enviable form of death is that the

w1 offers no resistance as it leaves the body. It’s as if the nnw

a7 ot

WK 121 Y AT OO2YA T 9K A9y MRY A1 OTA XY Awn OX AT (3 — i ,ab) ot 2
TINR WK T2 DAY TIARD PRAW? 2137 103 73X WK I IR DR IR W 210 DY WK XM YR
PRy PR AORM AT T2 TR IR DN WK THY IR ORM AW 77y
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rushes out of this world to quickly enter the next.6 377 178 29
explains? that the less a person attaches himself to his physical
and material surroundings, then the easier it will be for the n»w1 to
part from its body, and experience a 1p*w1 nn»n.

However, the more a person sins and succumbs to his
nirn, then the tighter a connection the inw1 will develop with the aui
and with am o?2w. In woRn 2non,8 2907 19K 21 writes that a person’s
values from am1 02w do not automatically change when he dies. A
person who spends his life associating with, and obsessing over
nwy items, will still have those obsessions in omw for a long time.
Our mkn don’t just fall away when, after death, a person goes to
the Next World. In the Next World, these nXn cannot be attained
like they could in a1 07w, and that creates even more frustration
for the hungry mwi.

In the modern, secular world around us, how involved and
attached are we to the surrounding nr»wi? For example, do we
really see 02w o»° as new opportunities to connect to 7"apa? It is
very difficult to maintain a healthy balance between spirituality
and physicality, but when we do a wsi1 nawn and analyze our

actions, we should witness an apparent shift toward the *1m17 side

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, in Meditation and the Bible, (Maine, 1986, pages 13 — 14) x1 °
This love for God can be so intense that the soul can literally be drawn out of " 2now
".the body by it, and this is what occurs when a saint dies by the "Kiss of God"
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of the scale. Otherwise, we are too involved in the materialism
around us.

So often, we live our lives around the physical pleasures of
this world and forget why we’re here. We disregard the real sig-
nificance of a1 07w.9 Our w1 slowly gets more and more attached
to the nrnws around us. When we dedicate such a huge part of our
lives to physicality, the mmw1 clings to this world and it becomes
difficult to enter the Next World. "in compare this resistance to
trying to remove thorns from wool.10 The nnw1 does not want to give
up the nvaws of this world. For people like nwn, 1778 and a2 m who
died "1 79 9y, the w1 had no pain or objections as it left am1 02w to
return to its Creator. What will our mnwi feel as they leave this
world after 120 years? Will the journey to the Next World be
difficult, like removing thorns from wool or, like 121 fwn, easy and

quick, like removing hair from milk?
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Rabbi Rafi Cohen

Women’s Participation in 75%n 21 npb7n

As a general principle, 1597 absolves women from time-bound
nmxn.! However, the Rabbis stated that women are obligated to
fulfill three distinctly time-bound nm¥n as a result of their having
taken part in the miracle memorialized by those commandments,
037 X2 177 37 AXw. These three mgn are oo NMIgn L7910 01 NPTt and
mow» ¥aX on nos.2 In the following pages, I will focus on a nponn
between "1 and moon concerning the definition of 017 1MR2 7 17 ARY
as it specifically relates to mun. After analyzing this disagreement,

I will discuss some of its halachic implications.

QX7 ININ2 1977 57 NW

The three time-bound mxn, o9 ,7510 71 and M0 ¥aIR, are rabbinic
institutions commemorating historical events. The logic behind
the maxim 0171 1MR2 17 17 A8 as justification for women’s halachic
obligation seems to be that if one participates in a miraculous
event, then they must then join in the religious commemoration of
that experience.3 Therefore, if women participated in the struggle
against the Greeks that led to the establishment of noun, then they
became obligated to fulfill the religious obligations stemming from
the victory. The level of women’s involvement in the salvation may

also influence the character of their halachic obligation.

1 See 1wn K PId PRATP mawn.

2 See .20 77 naw *922 Miabn for o0 M1, .7 97 aa for o and :np 77 0°nod for MO ¥2IR on
moD.

3 See Uri Erlich, py,(77w) 12°X '1,"79977 222 o1 7w 5w 3213932 — 037 IR 177 37 aR"
1PN 75 b7 w0 — Jav p. 144, who expounds on the correlation between
historical action and religious requirement in our context.

101



102 Rabbi Rafi Cohen

Rabbinic literature associates three heroines with the foun
story. The first is the woman whose seven sons were killed by
Antiochus for not following his order to violate nmn prohibitions.4
She resists the king till the last, sacrificing her children and
ultimately herself for her faith and commitment to God. This
account is first related in the apocryphal work, Maccabees,5 circa
143 B.C.E.6

The second heroine is i, who seduced a Greek gen-
eral and killed him, thus saving her city from destruction. This
account is loosely based on the apocryphal work of n*mm 990.7
There is no mention of n>7 in Tannaic literature though the story
later found its way into the medieval midrashic compilation of wa7»
7o0n5.8

The third female n>un heroine is the Hasmonean sister,
sometimes referred to as 7173 173 1M N3, whose story is first found in
moun? wa.2 The wam relates a Greek decree that any woman
engaged to be married must first succumb to rape by the local

Greek official. This decree stood for three years and eight months

4 2 Maccabees 7:1 and noor relate that the king ordered the boys to eat pig.
Later rabbinic sources (see below note 5) change the prohibition to idol worship.

52 Maccabees 7

6 Antiochus IV Epiphanes (ca. 215-164 B.C.E.) was the king during the
Hasmonean revolt and fits the story as it is related in 2 Maccabees and later in
no°or. There are many versions of this story throughout rabbinic and non-
rabbinic literature. For example see 713°X "Mynw 0P XD RO 7R ,:711 7 P22 2722 Tnon
\2 7127 WTOR LON/R 2R WA LUK 127 A2°K 10 RIan 0 nvaw vph ,uannn, 4 Maccabees 8-12.
Though many subsequent retellings of the story associate it with the Roman
persecutions following the destruction of the Second Temple, it is clear that it
originates during the Greek attacks on Judaism in the second century B.C.E.

7 It is relatively clear now that nmm 790 is not chronologically related to the
Chanukah story. Rather it takes place during the Persian reign in Israel,
between the sixth and fourth centuries B.C.E. See Y.M. Grinz, n 299, 1957,
p. 17.

8 See Grinz,ibid, pp. 196-208.

9 719p 'nY ,(PURATK) DWITAT XN AN W
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until the daughter of 11m the High Priest, who was to be led to the
Greek official, bared herself in public while bemoaning the people’s
indifference to her plight. »2on7 77 and his brothers proceeded to
take up arms, kill the official and begin the revolt. She is thus
credited with instigating the Hasmonean uprising. These, then, are
three women who in Jewish tradition take a very active role in
upholding the faith and standing strong in the face of persecu-

tion.10

meoIm >"w npYonn

It is against this backdrop that I'd like to approach the npomn
between *"w1 and npon regarding the meaning of 017 1MR2 i 17 ARW
as it relates to moun. *"wnll writes: mM7N2 93 HY D1 1MW .01 NN M7
DI WY AWK T DY, 790N 0907 HYacT? NN,

*"w1 seems to be referring to the episode of 771 175 M na
and her protest which led to the revolt and ultimate salvation of
the Jews in Israel. *"w"'s second phrase is even more fundamental.
017wyl awk 7 %y implies that women took a primary role in the
event and therefore are fully required to fulfill the religious
obligations stemming from it.

mooin understood that the x i referred to n°1°12 and not to
D173 770 Jam nals,

Regardless of the identity of the figure, two questions arise

regarding °"w7's fundamental statement. The first is raised by

10 Tt is worth reiterating that none of these stories is related in classic rabbinic
literature to Chanukah and that the last heroine is not mentioned there at all.

11 3097 naw

125"y 3393731 INOR 'Y 7922 191 19RA 07 SYw 0"awn B5" .03 IMR2 1A "7 :Mp 7 0°10D N0
037 MW P77 ARw "7 .7 A7 Avw nmvowna 11 ', The two figures do become
interchangeable in later halachic works. See for example 7 12°0 12937 W90, ¥ 1™
2 naw ™0 and the more modern 3 7°0 K9P 12°0 ,(TIDXIR3) T W NP,

13 See note 16.
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mMooIN:14 [ "POD INIRA VT I ARY" 073 MRWIAT T POV IR Yawn "aR™ L awp
TIRDY NN TRWAT 7190 NN YR,

moon point out that linguistically *"w-’s interpretation is
difficult to accept, as the word fx implies that women were not
prominent in the salvation.!5 Furthermore, msoin understand the
statement poo MIRA 77 17 AXW, the "now17 TMbn's version, as a parallel
to o131 X2 v 37 axw and to mean that women were passively
included in the persecution and the subsequent deliverance.
Based on the assumption that participation is the basis for
religious obligation, minimizing women’s role in the liberation
leads to a more limited understanding of women’s religious
responsibility.

The second issue is with the example *"w1 chooses in order
to substantiate women’s participation in the i>un epic. Whether
*"w1 is referring to 91 370 M N2 or M, 16 the issue is the same:
appearances aside, those two characters are generally marginal to
the noun story.l7” As mentioned, moun? wam was familiar to many
halachists in medieval Ashkenaz, but the stories of female valor
contained in it do not figure prominently in any discussion,
halachic or historical, regarding the institution of the holiday.!8

One certainly cannot claim then that stories of female valor are

14 p371M82 77 7"7 AP onod

15 Subsequent commentators who follow mooin's lead are noown) o°mod N3OH *37N
(2°noD 27w, LT AR R"AWTT VIR, 30 NAw X" VIR, (202w ™ %Y 1™, No1a ommax
Q7PUOWNY MXNT.

16 »"yn seems to be referring to "7 315 um» na. Nevertheless most ohwry under-
stood him to be referring to n"ni. See note 27.

17 See Erlich, supra note 2, p. 153, for his discussion and the general implica-
tions of women’s marginal status in all three n¥» rooted in 03702 77 37 ARW.

18 For example, 2117 1757 177X 21 in his o»n MR, when discussing 1o1n ma?i begins
with a historical review of the background to the holiday but does not mention
7 until much later while discussing different practical applications of candle
lighting. 973 115 13m° N2 is not mentioned at all. We find the same phenomenon in
T 10 a701 w0 where female heroism is mentioned only in the context of
women’s obligation to light Chanukah candles.
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equated in the halachists’ view to the heroism of the Maccabees.
Therefore, the Tosafist point leads to a more fundamental argu-
ment: women are more bystander than participant, more passive
than active when it comes to the n21n deliverance and its halachic

implications.

Maccabean Martyrs as basis for >"wn

I would like to suggest that one of the later versions of the narra-
tive of the Mother and her seven sons, found in the book of 190w,
can help address the issues raised with *"w’s view of 1MR2 17 17 ARW
o17. As mentioned above, this narrative is possibly the only one of
the 1oun heroine stories to have any historical connection to that
holiday. Nevertheless, due to its chronological relocation to the
Roman persecutions, it perhaps is not as commonly associated
with moun as the other two.19 Though first found in 2 Maccabees
and subsequently expounded upon in 4 Maccabees, the story is
only reconnected with 75un in 19°07, a tenth-century Italian book of
Jewish history.20

n9°0r was well known throughout medieval Europe and
*"w1 was certainly acquainted with it, using it in his various

commentaries as a source for historical data.?! Thus it is safe to

19 The story itself provides little historical context. The only historical data
mentioned is the name (or title) of the king, thus placing the event in either a
Greek or Roman milieu. Therefore the Rabbis could transplant the story to
different time periods in order to communicate a certain message relevant at
that time. Different versions communicate different messages though all
surround the value of martyrdom, sacrifice, heroism, faith and dedication to
God.

20 Due to the association with 151n in 90> and earlier in Maccabees and despite
its later dating by rabbinic literature, the story has come to be known as the
story of the Maccabean Martyrs.

21 »"y7 makes many references to noor, particularly though not only in his
commentary on Tanach. For example see »/3 2 0%, /83 ¥1yw», 2/072 Wywe, 79/0 7°731,
V2031, 29/ 9R°AT, 1,1,2/R0 HR°IT, 1D/ DRCIT, UXIXR 1AW "7 A0 M7, O9IRT My Dy "7 0 Xav.
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assume that ""w1 was aware of the Maccabean Martyrs narrative
and its connection to n21m.22

On the surface, the story focuses on the seven sons more
than on their mother, though I would like to suggest that she is
the true hero. This can be shown both contextually and textually.
In successive chapters, no0r relates two detailed accounts of
personal interaction between a Greek antagonist and a Jew, that
of 71yox the Priest and the Mother and her seven sons.23 These two
stories are presented as precursors to the Hasmonean revolt. It is
clear then that contextually the Mother and her seven sons are not
at all tangential to the revolt; they are presented as a primary
catalyst to it.

From a literary perspective, the narrative is multi-dimen-
sional and developed. In order to assert the Mother’s prime role I
will dedicate some time to a slightly more in-depth analysis of the
190y text.24

The narrative begins with Antiochus choosing to make an
example of the woman and her sons by commanding them to eat

pig in direct violation of a mw> law, thus proving that his decrees

Modern scholars trace one of the earlier copies of 7907 to 7237 XA WA 112,
probably the text that >"wn had before him. See introduction to no°ov, edited by
David Flusser (Bialik Institute, 1978-1980), pp. 4-6 and 48. All references made
to N0 are from this edition. mooin in different places make reference to N0 as
well, though to a much lesser degree. See 1nK 02Wwi W a1 P9 "7 .0 P21 Moo and
TROWID A AN oY,

22 »"yv’s methodology incorporated external sources to better explain Biblical
and Talmudic texts. See Israel Ta-Shma, 725 237197 m907, Vol. 1, p. 46.

23 Both accounts originate in 2 Maccabees, the Martyrs in chapter 7 of that
work and Tmy9X, who there is called a scribe but mistakenly identified in 4
Maccabees and »0r (wWho was not familiar with 4 Maccabees) as a priest, in
chapter 6.

24 The account is found in Poov chapter 15, pp. 70-75. I will not quote the entire
text, only the part dealing with the Mother, though it is clear from the way she
is treated by the text that she is the true protagonist.
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supersede those of God.25 Each son is brought before the king in a
parade of execution, with the remaining family members forced to
watch. Finally, after witnessing the death of her sixth son, the
Mother speaks:

13T K91 720 9 XY TR 412 DA 32 DWW DX AR TR TR OXM

STIRD RN PYEM TP DR RWAY D3I 32 N0 7Y 02 Tym awsl

DPPIZX .. 733X 012 *NNI XY WD M 03 21032 AN TR YT X7 12 713

DR 1071 229 WM 237 NIk W RITY 1MV 2NN DRT 901 ... 5% mand
12 NIRT 92 9y 02 wRY 0007w 0w

WK PYAWT DR WOAT 00 RN IWRT X WK WA IRA T 0797
SMARY AWK OHY RN HRY IPNXT MWYD 221272 1MINDY 9211 IR LW R
YW DR W APPIIR DY N7 13 DX OPINA DIPLIR 7707 DX PNNYl
TR IMWYDY L WY IR MwY? 19 yawn 7onT POR JAnnM ,van DR

TR 127 DX WaT 1A

DR AN 7207 TWRT A1 T2 9V R 200 PR MR MR DR ToRT RPN

9 IN AWK RN LAW997 AT 77 NP DY MwY? MK N1 w1 Mo

DY PIYM NN PYM DTV YR 1IN MK PR 1IN 71272 3N0K O

DY NI AT IR DX 12 RN 9K L. 733 9R MR 00k By Tonn nea

.71 °19% aNARON NITA DRI TAR QPR DR ANV R 0 OM TR Y T T

OONY AMPWRY AW 0OMY RIAR OIRY ONIRON DA 7AM PARA P1aT *13 T2

% nonpTE Y132 DAY AR QONNNA 02D
After witnessing six of her sons executed, the Mother is
described as saintly and heroic, her heart brave and her soul
unwavering. She announces to the king, her seventh son and,
perhaps most importantly, to the reader that her sons have
returned to God their creator, and that He will restore their souls
and give them their due reward. Antiochus clearly expected that
the women, as a mother, would convince her sons to choose life
over God. He is embarrassed that she has turned into a tougher

adversary then he anticipated and that by supporting her sons in

25 See 1 ,X° XM regarding the commandment to not eat pig. noor seems to
indicate that only the family itself was made to watch, though 0" in ™wa nMAR
relates the event as taking place in public. See nxop nm7n 0" MR, p. 117.

26 nooy, pp. 72-73.
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their sacrifice she has, in fact, defeated him. By the way the king
refers to the Mother, it is clear that he views the entire episode
as a battle of wills between them. Antiochus calls for the youngest
son and attempts to bribe him into complying with his wishes. The
king beseeches the child to accept his offer and even turns to the
Mother to convince her son so that he may be spared and her
lineage may continue. She, however, makes no such attempt. She
tells her son to recognize God’s greatness and the heroism of his
brothers. It is preferable to die in such situations, she declares,
than to comply with the evil king’s wishes. She adds that after all
her children are gone, she will come join them in heaven. As a
result, the king is trumped again. After her seventh son is exe-
cuted, the Mother stands over her dead children, raises her arms
to the heavens and beseeches God that she be allowed to follow in
their footsteps. In the midst of her prayers her soul leaves her,
thus granting her request.

The Mother is depicted as the true hero of the story,
though her sons receive much of the attention. She is the one that
stood up to the king throughout, bravely and without any hesita-
tion. By naming her the “Mother”, the text is communicating the
magnitude of her sacrifice. She is a mother, yet she sees that her
deeds and those of her children transcend the moment. They
represent the quest for Jewish independence and religious
freedom. She places values over her family and thus elevates
herself above what we would normally expect and accept of a
mother, to protect her children above all else. Even her plea to God
is not a mother’s plea to be with her children, as much as it is a
plea to be allowed entry into heaven along with her saintly sons.

Thus the Mother is presented as a heroic figure, one full of
resolve and commitment. This is not a tale of martyrdom as much
as one of heroism, independence and faith. The Mother is epito-
mized as a standard for those willing to stand up for what they
believe at all costs. This is the banner carried by the Maccabees in

their revolt against the Greeks.
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*"w9, when looking to the Mother, can find justification for
seeing women as active participants and central factors in the noun
story. She provides him with historical and religious validation for
his statement 017 awy: nwk 7 5, showing that women provided the
ideological motivation for the revolt. >"v1 then, when singling out m
973 170 M must be seen as using her as an example, not as a lone
foundation for his commentary. This example, though perhaps not
the best in light of the issues raised by m»oin, is really just that,
and should not be viewed with the finality attributed it by subse-
quent halachists.2” However, no matter which example """ chose,
what is clear is that he wished to highlight women’s activity and
valor as relates to moun, be it the provocative statement made by n2
97 3 v, the bravery of nmi or the heroism of the Mother of

S€ven sons.

Women and nmi npbn

Having discussed the elements of the disagreement between "9
and mooin, I’d like to focus on its halachic importance. If the state-
ment of 017 MR 1’71 17 ARY is interpreted to mean that halachic obli-
gation stems from one’s involvement in the miracle, then the more
central role attributed to women in the 75un salvation should lead
to higher levels of halachic obligation.

The main religious observance on mn is MM np>7a. The
widespread imm among Ashkenazi Jews is to light as many nroun
as there are family members (R R 737 71), with the number of

candles corresponding to the night.28 Many women, however,

27 Why *"v1 chose the example he did is a different question. Perhaps he chose a
figure familiar to medieval Jews only in the context of Chanukah, as opposed to
the Mother. Whatever his reasoning, this does not detract from the general idea
of women’s centrality.

28 One candle is lit on the first night, two on the second etc. See 7% M%7 0"
®/7 1oum. X"»1 adds that the Ashkenazi custom is for each individual to light their
own, though n"a states that only the head of household actively does the
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customarily do not light their own 7un. >"w1in explains this dis-
crepancy at least with respect to married women as rooted in the
maxim 192 MR, meaning that one’s wife can (though is not re-
quired to) fulfill the myn through her husband’s action.2® Several
reasons are brought for unmarried women not actively participat-
ing in 7310 M1 NPT, One is that since the obligation is fulfilled in
public, it is immodest for women to participate.3® Another is that it
is not proper for daughters to light while their mother is not.3! Still
another explanation is that since a woman will probably not light
when married, she should not light when single.32

These reasons seem lacking, as the concept of R 7K 237 1
requiring all family members to light is fundamental to the mxn
and it is difficult to understand how the essence of the obligation
can be undermined by a relatively tangential reason.33 We may
assume that women left their house at other times, so why not for

7oun 71 nph1aP34 There are many nyn that women fulfill when

lighting. See X 7°yo &"y7n 120 00 1K X"»1. The Sephardic custom is for the head of
household to light one 7™>n. See (aw) Ty W@ which is based on Mmoo x> Naw.
Both Ashkenazi and Sephardic custom is to fulfill the obligation on the 1 ™ 7n
170 level. Therefore the obligation should preferably (7nn>%) be performed in
this manner. Thus the directive of X X 3% 71 according to x"»1 and the
Ashkenazim has become central to the mxn itself.

29 i mawn P"wanm n"w. In order to reconcile the personal obligation to light, wx -1
), with the husband’s ability to light for his wife one might say that the
obligation is not on each individual to light but to have a m>un lit for each
family member. Therefore a man, by lighting for himself, is also lighting
for his wife. See Rav Aharon Lichtenstein’s discussion of ™9 on 7oun nmdY7,

http: //www.etzion.org.il/vbm /archive/10-halak /O6nashim _hanuka.php . This pro-

vides some justification for the xm.

30 :x5 naw ,":0 ann.

31a/mn oow nawn .

32 3-X ,2 0°7YMI NN,

33 X"m1 in the T 2w above implies this fundamentality. See above note 24.

34 For a more in-depth perspective of women’s involvement in everyday life in
the Middle Ages and the halachic justification for such involvement, see
Avraham Grossman, m7m m707, pp. 198-209, 312-342.



Women’s moum 22 npo77 111

unmarried. The fact that a woman can fulfill a mx» through her
husband does not seem to justify complete cessation of halachic
obligation prior to marriage.

Therefore, what seems to be the underlying reason for ab-
solving women of participation in 791 71 npY7a is their relatively
insignificant contribution to the m>un salvation, consistent with
mooin's view regarding o011 MMR2 vi 0 AXY that we saw earlier.s5
However, once mooin’s questions on *"v1 are answered, the reason
to limit women’s involvement in the mx»n is negated, and women
can assume a greater, active role befitting their heroism.36

In practice, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik and Rav Aharon
Lichtenstein both advocate for women, married and unmarried,
to light their own mun, as this truly fulfills the requirement of
w2 wR 1. This application, as we have seen, complies with *"w7’s
interpretation of 017 1mR2 77 17 A8w and reminds us of the pivotal role
of women in the 7oun revolt. Indeed, 1oun 71 NP7 and the salvation
it commemorates were really brought about by the actions of

courageous women, as *"v1 states, 017 WY1 IWR *7 DY,

35 5p HR1w N7, See also v P"0 AYIN W AN AN MwR.

36 See Rav Lichtenstein, supra note 20, who explains differently why women
should actively participate in 7211 91 np>71.






