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INTRODUCTION

317225 552 7°PPR 1 DR NaaR
(7, 0127)

M 98 21 asks™: How can the command to love God apply to
something a man has not seen nor ever recognized?

a"am presents two approaches for developing love for God.
In 7707 o> mabn?, he suggests that by focusing on nature (MMY
o), one can reach an intense love of '7. o"am, in his mna 903,
answers that through 7n 7% (MMY oyw and mmnan) one can
develop a passionate love for the a7y w 1an.

»ma wa1? elaborates on this theme and notes that there is
something greater than 'n naax. mIn A7 PRI DT IR L,INTA TAIRT DT,
manx denotes a love for God for everything that He does. However,
at times one can forget this love, for example when eating or
sleeping. pwn (or 77X 72787, as 2"an° calls it) is a much deeper and

more intense love. One is always aware of one’s love for God,
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"2’ gives a detailed description of this love: mama 7 73°91"
TR WOl RANW TV TR WY AN AT 829K NODR AW R 2ROA
MR N2ARRD 7D NPT PRY 7AIRA UM AT ORI TN 72 AW R¥AD 'N2R2
RN T N MY PR RITW AW P2 9P 12 03w P2 RN 82 AN R wR
AR TRPRY R LMW1 9521 7225 952" ANXW W TN 82 DWW PATIR 292 ' nanR
PR R YWn DR R 991 ,"IR TaaR 0 2" (7,2 ovwn vw) Hwn 70T
“What is the right kind of love? One is to entertain towards God an
exceedingly great and mighty love so that his very soul shall be
bound by the love of God, being ever enraptured by it, as is the
mind of one who being lovesick does not cease to languish after
his beloved on whom he ever dotes whether sitting or rising, eating
or drinking. Greater than this should be the love for God in the
hearts of his lovers who are ever to be enraptured with this love as
He commanded us: “with all your heart and with all your soul”.
That is what nn>w said by way of allegory: “For I am lovesick”.8
The whole book of a»vwii 2w is an allegory of man's love for God”.

One can now better understand the words of xpy »17%
DVWH WY WP 22210377 730 ,ORIWOY 20w W 12 107w 019D ORTD 1710 09w 90 PRY
owTp wp, “the entire universe is unworthy of the day on which
own v was given to PRwe. All the o'nnd are holy, but ovwin vw
is holy of holies”.10

May the year(s) our students spend in the holy land instill
in them an increased love, a o™wn 2w type of love, of God and His

holy mmn.

Rabbi Hillel Horovitz
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Aliza Gold

The 71152 and the Responsibility

nwx12 190 deals with the roots of "&w° "12. Beginning with 1wx1n 01X,
the question of who would continue the legacy and receive the
inheritance has played a key role in determining Jewish history.
From the onset, the "33, the first born, was the likely and logical
choice, yet many times this was not the case. For example, o0’s
oldest son, Pp, was not chosen, and instead nw, the youngest, was
deemed worthy to continue the inheritance. This pattern continues
through the subsequent generations. ow is chosen over ns’,! pny
over YRyawY, 2Py’ over Wy, 701 and a7 over 127, and 29X over owin.
Py, the younger son was preparing food, when wy, the
eldest son, entered and demanded some of the “red stuff” that 2py
had cooked. 2py°, in turn, asked Wy to sell him his 7702, Wy re-
sponded that since he was going to die, what need did he have of
the 72 and sold it to 2py° in exchange for the food. The last verse2
notes that 77327 nx wy 1M, “wy made a mockery of the nma.”
""wa3 states that Wy mocked the nia7p that a firstborn has to bring
to 'n. wy didn’t want the complication and the work involved in
being a firstborn and serving 1.4 He chose the food, the physical,
over the 7713, the spirituality and responsibility that came with it.
apy* did not think that ywy was worthy of serving 'n in the manner

befitting of a firstborn and therefore asked him to sell the 77132.5
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10 Aliza Gold

We see these two attitudes played out in a similar way in
the story of yp and 227. 9327 saw the importance of mia7p and tried to
fulfill it in the best way possible,® whereas Pp simply tried to fulfill
the commandment in the easiest and least caring way possible.?

Although 2py° purchased the 7732, he had to act with guile
in order to receive the blessing that went along with it. When npa
overheard that pny> wished to bless wv, she immediately came to
2Py to tell him how to secure the blessing instead.8 727 took the
clothes of wy, her older son, and dressed 2py°, her younger son, in
them.9 What does it mean that she dressed 2py°? Was 2py° not old
enough to dress himself? 7%3pm 23710 points out that 2py> did not
want to trick his father. However, npaa felt that he must in order
that he and not wy receive the m>ma. Therefore, npan really did
dress her 63 year-old son. Similarly, j"anmn!! emphasizes npan's
active role here. He states that the 1122 would receive a 1573, honor
and gifts. 121 thought that since 2py° was righteous and wy was
wicked, wy should not get the blessing and she should help 2pw
receive it. Therefore, the verse mentions the order of wy and 2py in
terms of their birth, 77 and 1vp, to point out that even though wy
was the 917, he was not worthy of the birthright. 2py approached

T2 AW TN 1D 03 MMM MY PR 2R I anmn B 93 SR (707 nwra3) 1o ©
R eV RIRSh RV h]

APRD 291 R'™T) T INWD YT NIRY ATAR WM YT R - TR 0" (37 nPwRD2) C'wn !
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"I MRT N9 AN NI 9K 19 O3 M%7 N0 AW 200n PP

P-m12 nwxaa 8
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opn
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927 DR 77P277 73 (22 PI0D) URD AR 191 0P DR D173 1 7120 79737 AwaY I nwn
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The 7152 and the Responsibility 11

pn¥> and pny’ did not recognize him.12 When npa1 dressed 2p3, she
covered his hands in the skin of a1y »7).13 The hands were unrec-
ognizable, since they were playing the role of wy. When 21py° was
born, the nmn relates 2py> MY X3P Wy 2pva nmnk 17™.14 His hand
attempted to come out and claim the birthright. However, the
hand was not successful. Now, as 2py° stood in front of pnx® hoping
to receive the firstborn's blessing, it was ironically 2py’s hand that
tried to claim the birthright in infancy that was recognized as wy’s.

Even though pn¥> did not recognize him, the versel5 says
172, that he blessed him. This word leaves the pronouns
ambiguous and it is therefore difficult to surmise who was the
benefactor and who was the beneficiary of this blessing. According
to the simply reading of the text, it is pnx> who is doing the bless-
ing. Yet, it seems strange that pny> would bless him here, when he
is still not sure that he is 1wy.16 Additionally, there is no mention of
what the blessing was. When 2py* met nv19, the 7m0 states 2py» 772
7v79 nR,17 that 2py blessed him, but there are no words to explain
what the blessing is. *"w118 comments that this blessing was
simply a greeting for the king. o>w n?xw &°71. Perhaps, here too, pny

did not bless 2py with an actual blessing, but merely greeted him.
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MW YD DR P2 2pYW A0 TR WA 0w ,aR0Ra



12 Aliza Gold

pn¥> had asked 2py° to approach so that he could determine his true
identity.19 When pnx° recognized the hands as belonging to wy, pny
blessed him i.e. he greeted him. Finally, when pnx> says ®12 a1 ank
Wwy,20 it is a declaration and not a question.2! pny’ then asks % nuoan
W91 9720 wnk °1a TYn n9oR122 and, indeed, 3py° does as requested, wa
nwn P 1R XM 9K017.23 It is strange that piye then requested npwh X1 7w
°11 °9.2¢ Why did he have to repeat the words X1 nwx again? Wasn't
Py standing next to him? This seems to suggest that 2Py was
hesitant and didn't remain close to pry¥’. He brought the food to prx»
and then moved back. When no1 revealed himself to his brothers,
he also used the word X1 wi.25 °"w126 comments that for noticed
that his brothers were moving backwards due to shame and he
therefore told them to come close. A similar thing is happening
here. 2py is afraid that if he comes too close to pny’, he will
discover his true identity and therefore 2py° keeps his distance.

prx> finally blesses 2py»: .'11972 WK 77w 7773 °12 11" AR MR 1713727
M7 D7RY T2 MW DAY PITA LW AT 27 PRI C1awm 2w Don 2RI T2 1M
N2 P72 MR TIIR AN 012 T2 NN PrR? .27 Are the words 11 XA

71972 R AT 0 21228 part of the blessing or only a statement?
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ROR IR NPIW 122w 2Yrw awn an 2"RT PONonY IMNND R WY %12 A7 AnK, (Qw) 027 prvna
"TannnR 20X MY A972% T awa

79:19 mowxa 2

ow 23

i1 wr1a 2
T w2 ®
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.. oM
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The 7152 and the Responsibility 13

The fact that there is a custom to make a break for an 7nn? 7%
after this verse seems to indicate that this verse is only a state-
ment and not part of the actual n372. This appears to be *"w7’s29
first opinion. Many of the ow9sn, such as "w1 in his second
opinion3® and a"aw",3! disagree and believe that this verse is also
part of the blessing. The 1is a m2’n7 ¥ making it all one n>72. It is
worth noting that according to this opinion, the first part of
the 7>7232 begins in the past tense (i.e. take note that you have
a good smell), while the rest of the blessing33 is in the future tense
(for example, “He should give you from the dew of the heavens”).
As ""wn34 notes, to receive the blessing, 2py* and his children must
be deserving of it. The two parts of the 371 are giving a message.
Part of being the firstborn is carrying on the family name and
bearing the responsibilities of a household.

The blessing mentions two aspects, wealth and honor. 35
The wealth is reflected in the abundance of grain, wine, fat of the
land, and rain to help other produce grow. The honor is reflected
in the fact that other nations will serve you, your mother’s
children will bow down to you, whoever curses you will be cursed

and whoever blesses you will be blessed.

(A"3) 30 MY - T2 I (m:19) mwkaa e 2
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14 Aliza Gold

It is interesting to note that when npa7 heard that wy
wanted to kill 2py>, she told 2py to take action and run to 12936 and
to remain there until she sent for him.37 2py> still acted passively
and was not fully prepared to take on the firstborn role. He is
therefore still referred to as jwpn m2a.38 This is also alluded to by
the fact that before the 7372 was given 7p21 said, *2pa ynw *12 nn39
and after the 7572 was given, 7727 used the exact same words,
91P2 yrw 12 Any.40

Before 2py left, pny> again blessed him. When pnx» finally
sends 2py> off to 129, the 7Mn refers to ap2a7 as W 2Py ox.41 2Py is
mentioned first because even though he isn’t the true firstborn, he
is the deserving one and the one who will be responsible for

upholding the spiritual path of the family.
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Melissa Kessel

The Selling of the 52
The Big Picture

In the episode of wv selling his 77102 to 2p¥°, the o'w1on address the
following technical questions:

1) wy returns from the fields exhausted and states: o7 12 K1 W0Yo7
7 o7xn.1 What is this ok 07%? Why does wvy repeat the word omxi?
Is there any significance to the %95 nw5?

2) The 7 informs us 21X MW X1p 12 7v.2 What does this mean? Why
is Wwy’s other name recorded in the nmn right here?

3) What type of sale3 was this? Was it a verbal promise or a
physical transaction?

4) The 77 tells us that 771527 nX Wy 1211.4 What does this mean?

*"w15 informs us that o o7n refers to the lentilsé that
were red. Why was 2py° making lentil soup right then? *"w27 brings
a v that states that onnax had just died and 2py* was preparing
the food for his father, pnx°.

Lo wxa
ow 2
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16 Melissa Kessel

1"2mn8 believes that the lentils were not the only thing that
was red. All the food in the pot was red because the lentils that
were red gave color to the food. Alternatively, 2py> added crushed,
red spices and the like into the food. wy didn’t know what it was,
so he called it a7x.

a"aw1? solves the issue of word repetition by an observa-
tion in human nature. wy returned from the field tired and
hungry,!9 and it is normal for a man to repeat words when tired
and hungry. He wanted to eat immediately and therefore repeated
the words, indicating that feeling.

The 70 states: o17R M RIP 19 . Why? p"11il says that the
words simply show that wy loved eating this red thing. j"am9,12
however, claims that the words 2178 W X1 12 %v were to mock wv.
The name o1x will serve as a constant reminder and ridicule that
he was so rash and foolish to sell something as sacred as the 7
for a little bit of red lentil soup.

a"aw113 agrees with both the p"77 and the 7"amn. He also
adds that o178 218% MRNN 17X X0, He was 1mR as stated earlier,
IR PRI R¥M,14 and he loved to eat red things (as stated by p"1).
o"awn is telling us that there is something inherent in wv’s nature

that he loves red things.

TP W MR AW DWIVA 2 OTRA PWANT 7 AT aTRA vIRa 1 (3 pios ow) 1"amn 8
L'OYTR MW KDY RIT A YT KD W ,0"MITR 01272

QY7 AW 1 1PIAT DR 991D 171720 PINRWY T QTR 77T - 31 7R 2780 1" (ow) 0w o
L"1OKRD 777 09 30 MIRD X 0T

LRy R AT 0wy R (02 piod) aw 10
LT DTN TR MRNAW 0D ,017R MW 1Rp 12 2" (D p1oo) ow n

X210 *3,0¥7 2WaN ML NTIDI A2 DA 19 1YY 2D - DITR MW KPP 58" :(aw) 1"am 2
(R 30 °9wWn) WA KN

SR TR PR TIRAN CNATR KA - O1IR W XIp P 9 (3 mwxa) o"awn B

IN7132 997 DITR DIRA DAwaw 1917 RIP 1012 2wHY 107132 197 1NN

7 poo ow ¥



The Selling of the 77122 17

0"2w11S informs us that Wy sold the 7M1 to 2py° for money.
wy ate afterward to validate the sale, as was the common practice.
The word -"o»" connotes money, and the food 2Py gave was to
validate the sale.

P"1716 interprets as follows: 2py saw WY returning hungry
from the fields. When wvy requested food, 3py° told wy to sell him
the 7702 and then he would provide him with food. Due to his
hunger, wy hastily agreed and sold the 7732 to 3py°. Thus, 2Py used
wy’s hunger to force the sale.

a"awn presents the sale in a much more civil light. The food
was simply a validation of the sale. p"11, however, seems to say
that 2py» was manipulative. Is that true? Perhaps, 2py° was allowed
to be manipulative here.17 23py> saw Wwy’s great evil,!8 and therefore
was determined to get the birthright from wy.

71027 nR Wy 1211, What does this teach us?

w19 states the whole purpose of the phrase is to empha-
size the wickedness of wy. He mocked the 7732 which represented
1Ny,

P"71120 comments that after the sale, even after he ate and

drank, wy mocked the 7102 in his heart. The last phrase of the
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(77 P09 Ow) P72 10 . "apyh 12
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9002 %% Mo 2PY 17 MR Y R DIDR? WP 03 907 MNOT P TTIT 7027 IR PR
Y Yaw ;70 37107 KOO0 ,AM02 0% a7 anb 399987 DY Inume2 19 73,9108 70 IR 7002

SPNYT T PRI 1TRT WD XY IN0M ,NMINWRY 1KY 120

(12:m) @97n2 121 . "Yann wpy oy ... 1(12:20) 2 Hxmw v Y
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18 Melissa Kessel

section can be put into parentheses, so to speak, teaching us
about wy’s emotional process, an insight into wy’s feelings.

"2t explains why wy didn’t want the 7722, wy was a
hunter, a participant of a very dangerous sport. He said “What
good is the nm12 for me if there is a great likelihood that I will die
before my father. One only receives the nmoa after his father’s
death.” Clearly wy knew that there was something very special and
valuable about the n7132. However, even with this knowledge, wy
did not want to change his lifestyle in order to eventually perform
the nmay.

After analyzing all these little details, one must ask: What
was the purpose of the sale? What exactly was 2py trying to
achieve? What is the big picture? Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch
and YX1171ax express two similar ideas that pull all the details
together. Rav Hirsch?2 notes that the text says jm 2pym23 instead
of 2Py 1nm.24 This indicates that 2py did not manipulate wy by
holding food from him. 2Py saw wy was hungry and gave him
food.25 In addition, even after the sale, 2P did not have any
substantial amounts of money; after all, he had to be a shepherd
for 12%. Thus, it is clear from all this that all 2py> wanted was

a spiritual inheritance.26
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The Selling of the 77132 19

ox117ax asks:2?” Why did 2py» ask his brother to sell the
771527 It seems highly improper! 781212%28 answers that 2py> was not
chasing after physical benefits and most definitely was not chasing
honor. 13py° wanted the 1372 that G-d had given to amax, smwn for
him and his children and %% yax nun. 2py° was scared that 7
might transfer the 7M1 to “Xynw or one of oinar’s other descend-
ents because of w¥y’s wickedness. Wwy’s proclamation 7152 % a1 b
notifies us that he does not believe in the same nwivas 2py. He
only believes in a physical one. Therefore, 2py> asks his brother to
sell him the 7702.

Rav Hirsch?9 comments that when wy said 2787 11 X1 °10°¥97
11 o787, he did not desire the dish, but rather he was attracted to
the red color. It reminded him of the blood of a dying animal.
0"2w130 says a similar comment on the words 21X W X 19 .
wy was red and he enjoyed eating red things. This indicates wy’s
connection with the physical world.3! Similarly, 1"an732 expresses
wy’s connection to the physical world. wy viewed himself as a

hunter and knew full well that there was a possibility he would die
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20 Melissa Kessel

before his father. Yet, wy didn’t want to change his lifestyle even if
it meant his being unable to perform the 7may. It was not signifi-
cant to him.

The main message of this complex exchange is to show us
the contrast between w¥’s and 2py’s personalities and their life
goals. Because of wv’s strong connection with the physical world,
he lacked the desire to change his evil ways. It is fitting to mock
such an attitude which eventually led wy to sell the birthright
for a little bit of lentil soup.33 1Py, however, had the personality,
sensitivity and desire to carry the weight of the spiritual legacy
of the Jewish people. His goal was not to undermine his brother,
but rather to be the heir and successor to the spiritual blessing of
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Jina Davidovich

POTXT NOY:
The Ultimate Literary Hero

Literary analysts have developed numerous ways in which to
interoperate and scrutinize various genres of literature. By exam-
ining the similarities between different pieces, a number of com-
mon factors can be drawn in characters, plots, and writing styles.
While the 77, a Divine book, is often exempted from standard
analysis, one can find many literary trends within the text of the
wvmn as well. These examinations do not serve to equate the nmn
with any piece of literature that is man-made, but rather, come to
allow us to use modern tools to better understand the word of
God.

Characterization is often used to create archetypal char-
acters whose pattern of development can be seen throughout
different stories. One such is the “literary hero.” Often exemplified
by Odysseus (the protagonist of Homer’s Odyssey), the hero goes
through four stages in his development: Leaving, Initiation,
Maturation, and Return. This progression is called “The Hero
Cycle.” He must separate from his home, just as Odysseus left
Ithaca. The hero must then face a challenge — often having a
sexual nature — and overcome it; similar to the tales of Odysseus
and the Sirens and the various other battles he was forced to wage
in his leave. Then, this character proceeds to mature by overcom-
ing a previous challenge he had, and finally, he returns home - as
is discussed in the concluding chapters of the Odyssey when
Odysseus returns to his home in Ithaca.

While this procession of events is apparent in Homer’s
tale, there is a story that precedes it in which this idea can be

highlighted as well — the story of qor. Spanning fourteen chapters

21



22 Jina Davidovich

of the 7mn,! the life of nov is filled with accomplishments, chal-
lenges, and many lessons. By delving into an analysis of his
character, we can better understand these lessons. Furthermore,
when studying the story of qor, we can clearly see the four stages
of “The Hero Cycle.”

Prior to being sold by his brothers, 701 leads an extremely
sheltered existence when taking the role of his father’s favorite
son. 1pyY’s particular favoritism of nor is apparent in the verses
that precede the description of n0’s dreams — manifested in the
infamous multi-colored cloak that 2py gifts to his son.2 A coddled
existence is very often present in the hero prior to departing from
his hometown. In fact, it is often this very nature that the charac-
ter is forced to overcome once he leaves a protected cocoon. Once
taken out of his existing environment, the character has the ability
to develop himself. 7ov’s journey begins when his brothers acqui-
esce to sell him to the approaching or7n.3 It is from this point
forward that he remains solitary from his family — for twenty-two
years — and is forced to proceed as an individual, away from the
comforts of his father and home.

While nor overcomes a multitude of obstacles during his
time in Egypt, the most significant is that of "9vw’s wife. wW,
the Chamberlain of the Butchers, purchases 701 from the it as
a slave. Quickly, nov elevates himself to the head of -"9ww’s
household, with his master entrusting 5o with overseeing his
property. Every venture that 7o undertakes in the household of

o1 renders successful return.5 However, his first challenge
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renders successful return.> However, his first challenge arises
when the wife of 90w becomes attracted to no» and wishes to
pursue a sexual relationship with him.6 This obstacle represents
the “Initiation” sector of the hero cycle. Here, we see 707, a young
man who spent a large fraction of his life learning with his father
about the various moral obligations of the Jewish people, faced
with the greatest animalistic drives that man possesses. While the
text does not provide clear evidence that nor struggles with these
advances, it is obvious that this presents a challenge that he
forces himself to overcome.” “And nor refused,”® reads the verse.
This refusal exemplifies the proverb: “Who is a strong person?
He who conquers his evil inclination.” This hero’s self restraint
extends to such a degree that when »v»’s wife attempts to entice
him with no one in the household, he is able to refuse.10 Clearly,
his resistance was not merely based upon his fear of punishment
if found out, but rather, on solid moral fiber. Once 7o is able to
refrain from this temptation, he is “initiated” into the process of
becoming a “Literary Hero.”

Maturation is manifested in numerous points over the
course of an adult’s life. While physical signs indicate a biological
maturation, emotional and psychological catalysts often force an

individual to have a change in mental status. Often, adults must
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face a struggle they previously grappled with and overcome it.
One of 7o1’s most troubling challenges was his familial relationship
with his brothers.!! In their absence, he was able to climb to great
heights — becoming second-in-command to nv19.12 As Egyptian
viceroy he has the power to punish his brothers when they come
to him for food due to the famine in w13.13 However, a hero must
not only overcome his physical nature, but his emotions as well.
Although, in the initial encounter when 27¥°’s sons arrive in Egypt
for food, nor recalls the injustice done to him and claims that the
brothers are spies,!4 ultimately he is overcome with mercy and
love for them.!5 This growth indicates that he no longer sees
himself as greater than his brothers, despite his hierarchical
stance and is able to forgive them for their indiscretions and the
pain they caused him.16 Thus, for reacts to this situation as a
mature man, a true hero.

Finally, the hero must return. However, n01 is buried in
o ¥n and never returns to X yoX, his home. It would appear,
therefore, that his cycle of attaining the status of a “hero” is
incomplete. However, this distinction actually accords for a higher
status than the standard hero. nor does return to & W yax. His
bones travel with the Jewish people in the desert and ultimately
enter the land with y» and the second generation of Jews.
Despite the myriad of challenges and doubts that plagued &7 12
in the desert, nov’s bones acted as a perpetual reminder that

despite any difficulties, they would ultimately enter the land as
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Ao had made his brothers swear to bury him there.17 nov is a hero
even in his death.

By examining these aspects of the story of 101 one can see
how he progresses as a character and learn from both his emo-
tional and psychological successes. Furthermore, one comes to
appreciate the value of viewing biblical characters through a

literary lens.
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Lauren Bayer

The Dividing Lines of mu7p:
An Analysis of the no>1p

In 7m0 nwoy, ' commanded fwn to make a oM (a curtain) to serve
as a separation between the wmp and the owipn wmp and a Jon

(a drape) for the 1pwn. The Torah states (7-82:13 nnw):

WY WA AWYR WA WYY I NYIN 13RI 1290 N0 w (RY)
0N 27T 25X DLW CTIMY AYAIR Y AN 0NN (29) 00210 a0
NRIM 2077 DN D797 NX NN (39) .A0d CIIX VAR Yy AT
T2 WP P2 037 N9 AT MIVA PR DR N27DY 10an anw
(A9) .0WTPA WIP2 NTYA NIX DY 17997 DR DN (77) .DOWTRR wIp
PWRT YR DY oW 191 A0IRT DY NOT9Y Yan nhwn DR v
N30 PARA nno? Jon nwyr (12) JNOX YOY 9¥ NN nhwm qamn
STINY WAR oY wyY (1) .op1 AwYn Mwn W oI nyIn 13K

W SITR AWHN 09 NPEN 27T 07N 27 anK 190X ovLw

As one reads through the o109, the similarities between
the no1o and the qon are evident. In both, the 77n uses the phrase,
nwy;! the two are made out of the same materials,? and are placed
on oww >Tny.3 However, there are also a number of crucial differ-
ences. The noo is aww nwyn, a woven design, and has o2
embroidered on it, while the -on is op1n nwvn, the work of an

embroiderer.5 In addition, the no9’s 017X, sockets, are made from
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28 Lauren Bayer

silver,6 while the 7on’s are made from copper.” Furthermore, the
710 places more emphasis on the no by describing its use and
purpose in much greater detail than the Jon’s. The 7™ tells us a
specific function of the n217o — to separate between the wnp and wnp
owipn and to act as a partition for the nx.8 After the initial
description of the no19, the 7110 then reports where each of the o*%
in the wnp and the owmpn wnp should be placed in relation to the
no1m9.9 The amn does no such thing for the Ton.

We are left with a number of questions. What is the sig-
nificance of the differences between the n>7» and the jon? Why
does the 7mn describe the n>1o in a lengthier fashion than the 7on?
What is the connection between the n>19 and the 2°11M3?10 Why are
there 0°217> on the noM5? Why does the 1pwn need both a no1d and a
TJon? Why is there such an emphasis on separating different parts
of the own?

To help us better understand the significance to the n>n»,
we must compare the n>1» to the nmy,11 the curtains that covered
the pwn.
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In an article on 1m0 nwAd entitled PwnT 7320,12 200w PRA 27
highlights the differences between these two types of curtains.
While the novo and the my are made out of the same materials,
the order is reversed when these materials are listed in the text.
The base of the my» is Twn ww, fine twisted linen, and the o211 are
awn nwyn — thus the focus of the my» is the o°21m5. However with the
no1o, the base is n7n and the entire noMdis 2w awva. The no1Mo
itself has significant value and the o217 are secondary.

What is so significant about the n>» that its design is
more intricate than both the my» and the Jon?

Let us try to understand why God chose the particular de-
sign of the o> to be embroidered upon the no» and the my.
We know from the end of nwx"1 790 that the main function of o213
is to serve as a protective force. o°2173 were placed by God in front

of 17v 13 to prevent xR o7& from reentering, as it says:13

DIRT DX WA
Q1A YV 0T DR MWD NID7NMA 2900 ©A? DRI 2221757 DX 17V 130 TP Y.

Similarly, mm1n nw1s also speaks about the o°2173 that were
placed above the n193, the covering to the X, to serve as a guard
for the MR, its contents and the nrow that would emanate from the
DWwIpn wp.14 X0 11 were prohibited from coming into close
contact with the n1r>w and therefore God placed the o217 on the
719X to protect "X °12 from overexposure.

Furthermore, n7»ow 11 writes, 15 in addition to the 2’2172 on
the 1R, the o2 that are on the noyo, my, and the on all serve
as additional protection for the nr>w. As one proceeds through the
1wn, the 7vnw for the nrow increases. How? The qon was op» nwyn.
x7pn ny7 explains the difference between the op nwyn and awn nwyn.
ap1n nwyn is embroidery that’s done on the actual material. How-

ever, N wyn is an actual weaving of a design into the delicate
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fabric. 2w nwyn is much more intricate and detailed and requires
more thought and precision.!® Therefore, when one is by the
entrance to the wnp, since one is farther from the n>w, the level of
7w required is less. Consequently, the 02115 on the Jon are just
embroidered onto the 7on — it’s a op1 nwyn. However, when entering
the wmp and approaching the owipn wnp and a greater intensity of
the nrow, one needs increased protection. Therefore the a°2175 on
the novp and the my are awn awyn, more intricate and vivid. In the
owIpn wNp, we have the actual forms of the o> for protection.
This insight allows us to understand the symbolism of the 22170 on
the various curtains in the pwn. This explanation also provides
reason for the differences between the different mnw? used for the
oo and the qon; since the level of nwhtp within the 1own increases,
the level of protection that is needed also increases and thus the
type of o':> that are on these covers become more prominent as
we traverse the boundaries of the wn.

The function of the no1» and the 7on is to cover and guard
the nwvvtp and nrov inside the jown. For this reason, the amn
specifically mentions the n>»19 in relation to the PR, nvan anw nxam
mva MR nX n3790.17 The nop is placed in the pwn specifically to
guard the nrow that emanates from the P& - the earthly
manifestation of the 7137 nos. The 4Ton, which literally means
“cover”, does exactly this — it is a cover to protect the nrow. We can
see from the precautions taken in the jown that nuntp is an entity
that requires protection. Not everyone can experience it in the
same fashion — each individual must absorb nw17p in a unique way

fixed with boundaries.!8
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The no1o, however, has an added function in addition to
being a guard for the nr>w. Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch!9 writes
that the noo has a dual role. One is to be a Jon — a cover for the
& and the mrow, as we already mentioned. Its second goal is to be
a border line between the vnp and the owp wnp. 12 032 N37o7 77°72M
WP WP 121 w1pn.20 Part of the main function of the noo is to help
us recognize the difference in 7v17p between these two sections of
the 1pwn. This second function of the noo is reflected many times
throughout 7"in when the 770 refers to it as a Jon7 novw. For ex-
ample when xWw °11 construct the jpwn in °7pp nwad, the 70
writes,21 MTYa PR Y 7071 ORI NI DX O 1OWH PR KT DR K.

Why do we need all of this? Why do we need boundary
lines and protection for the nrow? Why can’t all of X 12 enter the
vnp and why is only the 9173 175 allowed in the owip vp? Why does
the nmn place such an emphasis on protecting the nw17p and cre-
ating borderlines between the different levels of mw1ip in the pwn?

The answer to these questions can be found in a famous

idea brought down by the 7"an7. The 1"an722 writes that the purpose
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of the 1own was to concretize the spiritual revelation that % "1
experienced on "0 771. Though at "0 77, 'n wanted to speak to "1
oy directly, the nation recognized their own personal follies and
understood that they would not be able to withstand the nwip of
face-to-face interaction with God. Therefore, they asked nwn to
speak to them instead.23 When nwn was getting the mm® there was
a specific structure as to where everyone was supposed to stand in
relation to the mountain.24 RyPaRY 271 73R AR 779X 79V MR qwn X
Y 17w XD QUM W XD 01 7 9R 1727 Wi WA PN anmnnwm DRI 2Ipta 0ovan

The way in which % 12 were assembled at the giving of

the 7mn can easily be likened to the physical structure of the pwn.
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Clearly, there is a parallel between both the 1pwn and °1ro 27
in that both indicate different levels of 7w17p with their own restrict-
tions. All of the separations on "0 77 came as a result of X7 "1
not being able to relate to 'n directly. Therefore, when 'n was
constructing the 1pwn, He took into account X7 "12’s spiritually
capacity. 1 knew their limits and that not everyone had the capa-
bility to relate to the n1ow directly. Therefore, when setting up the
1Pwn, 1 put in place the qon and the na1so with 202175 because X w» *12
needed protection from the intensity of the mr>w. Unfortunately, we
are simply not capable of relating directly to 'n and need border-

lines. Indeed, the 70 says,25 DWwIpa WP P WP 12 259 N300 72772,
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The function of the no» is for us!26 This also explains why the 770
tells and retells for us the location of the o9 in relation to the
no1My,27 because the whole 1own is arranged and organized according
to the boundaries and different levels of nuTp.

There are many important lessons which one can ascer-
tain from the no». The nomd shows us the need for protection of
awp and how nwn7p is not meant to be seen by all, but rather, to be
reserved for those that are worthy. n17? needs to be sheltered.
This can be compared to our own physical bodies and the laws of
my1g. Our bodies are wTp and therefore require covering and
protection. In addition, the no»» and the 7o»n also teach us the
important lesson of how the outside reflects what is inside — how
we present ourselves to the rest of the world reflects something
about who we are inside. Hopefully by applying the ideas behind
the no» and the Jon to our everyday lives, we can one day phys-

ically worship Hashem through the means of these boundaries.
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Elana Strauss

The Sanctification of the 2%7>:
The Parallel Role
of »x"w» °12 and 30N 12

In mxn nwo,! ' commands 7wn to prepare the o2nd for work in the
1pwn. This command is actualized in 1% nw19.2 Since the 770 does
not inform us on what day the o175 nw7pn, the consecration of the
o°371, took place and it is mentioned after the date recorded at the
end of mnw 99, 01 wTIn wR1 of the second year that Y7 *12 were in
the desert,3 one might assume that the nwipntook place after this
date. Is this a correct assumption?

The 1"2n7* posits that the nwpn began on the 23rd day of 77X
in the first year that they left Egypt and ended on jo°1 wnn wi1 of
the second year — the day of pwni napi. Although the date of the
23rd of 1978 is not listed in the 7710, one can deduce that the nwipn
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began then. The 7170 explicitly states that there were seven days of
preparation5 and 17X 3" is seven days before j0°1 wnin wrA.

It seems fitting that the nwipn is recorded in &P "90.
Indeed, the 7"2am76 also calls the book 2175 nin. Yet one may wonder
why it should be called 2°175 n™n if the majority of the 790 does not
deal with 22757 navin the pwn. The nrwan of Xp», kand 1wk deal
with 1owni n7ay, however most of the remaining nw5 do not. Why,
then, would the 7"a», call the book 375 nmn? Rav Menachem
Leibtag writes that when the 990 is called 2°175 n1in, the word o717
does not refer to 1778 12, but rather to all of % v »12. Before 70 10y,
7 says, W1Tp 1N 22173 12911 02 1R anRk1.7 SXw 11 were to be 0°17> for all
the nations of the world. 8w °12 will eventually accomplish this
task by representing the nmn and the ways of '7 to the rest of the
world. They will then influence them and serve as o7 7.8 The
role that Y °12 have as o175 for all of civilization is similar to the
role that the o7 have toward Y& "12.

There are numerous similarities between % °12 becom-
ing “@n0” at °10 77 and 177X and his sons being anointed as 0°17> in
i nwan. First, the terminology used by the nmn when both groups
become 217> is very similar. Regarding the o175, the 710 says wp?
°5 1707 onR,2 while in relation to YR’ °12 it mentions no%mn °% »an ank)
0°172.10 Both groups have special rules that they must abide by

before they can become ovn2. Both must clean their clothing,
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The Sanctification of the 07> 37

sanctify themselves and have some form of separation.!! Each
group also enters into an eternal n™a with God. 9 7730 °2 an»m
onyn.12 Hxw "1 are chosen from amongst all the nations to be
God’s representatives. Similarly, the 7mn states 1778 nX TR 277 70X
9 1799 RIS 212 Nn DR 112 XY PiR.13 19aR and his sons are chosen
from within X 993 to represent 7. The o175 are a microcosm of
what 9% *12 are to the rest of the world. The nation was chosen at
1’0 771 to be God’s agents on Earth and teach His morals while the
ouny are 'n's representatives for 9w "12 to help them in their
service of God.14

Without the 2°373, the 772y couldn’t be done and R °12
would not be able to live up to their potential of being a 221> n3%mn
wiTp .15 Similarly, without the presence of & w» »12 in the world,
the spiritual level of the earth would deplete. It is incumbent upon
the Jewish people to be the conduit through which the nations of
the world can come to have a relationship with 'n and understand

Him, just as the 021> do for x> 993.
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Leora Perlow

The Miracle
of 1"nN’s Staff

In mp nwnd,! 1 performs a miracle when the staff of 177k, the xw1 of
"% vaw, blossoms and grows almonds overnight. Many o°w-on raise
several questions about this miracle. What is the purpose of
this 01? Doesn't the earlier miracle where God accepts 11X’s
incense and rejects the incense of nip’s co-conspirators, the 250
men, prove the same thing?? Was the miracle proving that 'n had
chosen the entire "% vaw or just 17Ax? Why did almonds specifically
sprout from nR’s staff? Finally, who were the » "12 referred to in
719 P109?

By examining the explanations of various commentators
on this topic, one finds three different approaches to these
intriguing questions.

a"awa3 believes that the purpose of this o1 was to prevent
% 11 from questioning 1aR’s and his descendants rights to
the nnnd. This miracle was necessary because the people mis-
understood the meaning of the Earth swallowing mp, 07 and
oaR and the fire that killed the 250 men who burnt incense.
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40 Leora Perlow

XMW 993 complained to nwn and 17X that they had caused the
death of the 250 men by ordering them to offer incense.5
The people thus missed the meaning of the miracle of the mnnn
and did not accept it as proof that 1 chose the o%m5. Therefore,
1 felt that another proof was necessary, the blossoming of
1aR’s staff. o»nn w6 offers an alternate reason why the second
miracle was necessary and the first one was not sufficient. The
people may have interpreted the first miracle as np’s punish-
ment for speaking and acting against nwn, namely that 1 acted for
nwn’s sake. Therefore, a second o1 to prove 17K’s rights as 917 112
was necessary.

The o»nn R7 notes that the language of the 7mn indicates
that the purpose of both the first and second miracles was to
prove that 1778k was chosen by 'n. This is why the word np (r p109)
has a " because the “and” connects it to the previous o:.

a"awn8 also explains that after 17ix’s staff had blossomed in
the Holy of Holies, it was brought out and “&w» 12 personally
witnessed a bud sprouting and almonds growing. This strength-
ened the efficacy of the miracle. In 15 P09, 11 said that 7nR’s staff
will be kept as a sign for »m "12. The a"aw explains that the > "1

allude to future generations who wish to rebel and seize the nnm.
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The Miracle of 178 ’s Staff 41

He provides the example of 7my® who contracted nyx for attempt-
ing to do offer the nmwp. Thus, the purpose of the muvn o1 was to
prove that the nni> was given to 1Rk and his descendants and
to prevent future generations from questioning this.

The 1"am10 emphasizes that this miracle proved the
uniqueness of the 2%, who took the place of the mmm in
the 1own. 1798 merely happened to have his name on the staff
because he was the xwi1 and not because this 01 proved his
rights to the nnno.

1" disagrees with a"aw"’s 11 and o»nn MW’s claim that this
miracle was a sign to prove 7nX’s rights to the nnm. 1"amn believes
that this o1 was for the o™% alone. The miracle of the staff
was necessary because the mnmn 01 proved 17K’s right to the mnnd
and this miracle proved that 'n replaced the firstborn with the
a™o.

After the first o1, the mmoa accepted 1R as 717 373, but

still felt it was unfair that "% vaw were replacing them in the jown.12
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42 Leora Perlow

They did not accept the first miracle as proof that the o™ replaced
the mn»a. They thought that swn and iR caused their death by
having them offer nnvp as o115, while they were only fit to do the
712y of the o™b.

What is ""w7’s13 opinion? 1"am7 understands *"v1 as agree-
ing with a"awn and o»n7 2wthat the miracle of the staff proved
1aR’s right to the anmd. However, °nam 1woR 1114 and oomon onawls
both disagree. *"wn, they claim, sees the miracle of the staff as
proving both the uniqueness of 17 and of the o™%.

*"w1 explains why the particular o1 of a blossoming staff
was selected.16 Almonds, he claims, are the fastest fruit to blos-
som.!7 Similarly, trouble will speedily come to whoever will
question 1R’s family’s claim to the nnno.18

The °"npin gives an alternate answer that is based on
symbolism.!9 Firstly, the emergence of a flower represented the
nno ome, the young o0 that would later come from it. Secondly,
the budding and blossoming, 1% y¥», represented future o"»7 o3>
who would wear the y°% headpiece as part of their i1 *ma. Thirdly,
the growing almonds represented that o213 would come from j7nk

who would be oW, persevere and be meticulous, in their nmay.
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The Miracle of 17778’s Staff 43

np’s explanation is difficult to understand since he believes, like
the 7"am0, that the mnmn o1 proved 1MaR’s right to the mnmd and the
miracle of the staff proved that '7 replaced the firstborn with the
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Jina Davidovich

The Quest to Attain Fear of God

Among the multitude of ideas and values that establish a founda-
tion for the Jewish faith, one of the most crucial is a fear of God,;
otherwise known as ' nX7. One learns from many places within
both written and oral scripture that without a fear of God, one
cannot hope to amount any concrete 717n knowledge. As the verse
in *Swn reads,! ny71 pwRd 71 Ry, “Fear of God comes before knowl-
edge.” The vital importance of this fear of God is illustrated with a
parable. A tree has many parts which contribute to its longevity.
The roots ensure that the tree is fed with nutrients, while the
branches and blossoms provide the beauty of the tree and ensure
the continuation of its species. If a strong wind were to blow at a
tree with a mass of branches and weak roots, the tree would not
have the support to withstand the wind and would fall. Similarly,
this is the case with one who possesses great wisdom and no fear
of God. If something were to confront him which threatens his
faith, such as an evil inclination or doubt, he would not be able to
endure this adversity and his faith would inevitably dwindle.
Before amassing wisdom, one must lay the foundation of fearing
God.2 This lesson is summarized in a mw»n found within nmax >pao:
“If there is no wisdom, there is no fear of God; if there is no fear
of God, there is no wisdom.”3

Fear of 'n, unlike the evil inclination, is not an entity which

is preprogrammed into our psyche; rather, one much teach oneself
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48 Jina Davidovich

to follow a God-fearing path. It is very challenging for the human
mind to grasp the idea of '7; a Divine entity that our senses cannot
validate, He is particularly difficult to fear.# Because of the dif-
ficulties associated with a true fear of God, there are a multitude
of levels on which one can accomplish this fear and awe. Each
individual can connect to “fearing God” on his own, personal level.

o'p78 MRS explains three levels through which man can
come to fear God. The most primitive level of nxy is fearing God
simply to avoid the judgment of others. Man may be forced into
this level of “God fearing-ness” because he is expected to do so by
his peers and as not to be scorned by them, he abides by this fear.
Such a man does not have a clear perception of his true purpose
in life as he only thinks of this world — the perception of his fellow
and how he can avoid turmoil.® However, a righteous man under-
stands that his true rewards do not come in this world, but rather,
in the next. The 7% cares not what his friends say or think, but
rather, what God is thinking of him and his actions. However,
such a man may fear God only because of the dread of punish-
ment. He understands the impact God’s decisions have on his life
and to circumvent penalty he fears God out of trepidation for His

wrath.? Finally, o°p>7% mnax explains the paradigmatic form of nx

.Sudiesin Devarim, (N. Leibowitz, Jerusalem, 1986) Love the Lord your God, 57-63 wn? X2 4
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The Quest to Attain Fear of G-d 49

onw. When man leads a life in accordance with 7m0 and positive
deeds, not because of what society may think of him nor out of
fear of punishment, but simply because this man has a compelling
awe of God and a desire to fulfill His will. He does not look for
benefit in any of his positive actions, rather, he simply does them
because he is a Jew and this is the way he is prescribed to live his
life. This ultimate and highest level of fear depicts the ideology that
each Jew should strive to live by.8 Indeed, Rebbetzin Tziporah
Heller comments on the verse 5?1nn &7 7 n& 7wR,2 that not only is
the foundation of our faith made stronger through fearing God,
but one finds that onw Nk is a praiseworthy attribute in itself.

This pure feeling of fearing God that is due to one's under-
standing of His awesomeness is a fear that the individual will find
difficult to attain. In many ways, humanity behaves like a child. If
a young child refuses to learn and his teacher attempts to entice
him by telling him that if he studies he’ll have a beautiful home in
the future, a loving family, and great prosperity — the child will not
be motivated to learn with promises of the future as a reward.

However, if one were to offer the same child a small candy as a

NTIAW2 NS 93 33,707 IPYY WXT R IR LOWAT IMROW XIT TN WITRA 1000 KW RN
:(7 MR WY MYR) 2"an7T2 MEAT 00 AR LRI TIN2 WP 71207 KDY MY NAWH KR K
WY IR’ KT 92K PA 09591737 00913 7771 KRYY 1107 DAY 77VN IR PART? 1w X"

RN AR AR R AN Ny 9aa

L, NO93MT L wRWwa PaR" (D00 DR WY - 00T DWW W) 2°P0T8 MNIR 190 8
PAR 921 ,17100n TV RIW P ,09Wa 727 2w 010n RY LR N2 WITPA C10n RTW T
2 PI9) 7N PTIOY M7 2"AN032 191 .MANINA NRT RIPIW AN . MNTNAN INDITA 11972 DVIYTIN
U177 DORDOIT PRINIY PWYNI QIR AW AYWA MR NAAR? 7777 %07 IR (2 7997
awi Y'Y 3273 MR MIRNNY IR [AWM MR X T PR R TW 02 PR NN T AR
PINRY NI RIT TR 7ARY 19RT 021272 JWARWI 00 IR D°TORD WO IRAY TIT MARW 113 D17AT
53 TIT MKW W42 MYT 1N 190 0w TR NYTA DT A7OKR A9OW 7I0p N2 RIW YT T9%
AMOW (AR WY NN¥R) 0°770 190 YA AR LIN0IN 00 WAR R TRIVIARR AWy TR ORI
PRI (3, .3 ,) O°I2T) RN PADK LT DR MR 30 XY MER L R 72017 own”
L2 2PR) MRIW PV M L,MIMNT DR DARY LRI AR WR AYR T 0D, wnvn R DR AR

IRW N WD LN 107 ,DRWY LW T LOR TR LN KD INRWA DR TR 9K D 00 (30

iR wn



50 Jina Davidovich

reward for his time spent studying, he will be much more inclined
to do so as children perpetually seek immediate gratification.
While the home and prosperous future are of much greater value
than the small candy, the child only wants want he understands
to be important — the candy. So too, modern Jewry does not have a
concept of the rewards that are promised in a7 o”v and rather, is
enticed by the feeble and temporary rewards of this world, despite
their tawdriness. However, this understanding is not meant to
discourage those who cannot amass to the highest level of fear,
but to encourage them to attempt to slowly climb the difficult,
albeit invaluably rewarding, rung of the ladder which brings one
ever-closer to a true and pure relationship with God.10 7nwb x>w Jnn
anw X211

Even with a deeper understanding of the levels and intri-
cacies of o nk7, how does one muster such a deep and compli-

cated feeling? The 0"an112 provides practical ways in which one can
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The Quest to Attain Fear of G-d 51

reach even the highest level of fear of God. By examining God’s
creations one can come to see His greatness and thereby increase
their awe of Him. It is crucial to see how vulnerable and depend-
ant humanity is in its existence. Without '7’s grace, man would
cease to exist. Each person must come upon the realization that
they possess no power over the happenings of the world; all that
Divine power lies solely in the hands of God.!3 In addition, through
the meticulous study of 7mn one is able to see the ways in which
s “mind” operates and thereby gain better understanding of
the Universe and life as a whole.!* Through both the examination
of God’s creations and the study and toil in the blueprint for all
life, the nmn, one can attain a much greater understanding and
awe of 7.

Just as the tree with feeble roots is unable to withstand
the winds, the tree with roots embedded deep within the soil can
survive any gust of wind that may carry doubt in an observant
lifestyle. Furthermore, a tree with deep roots provides better
nutrients for its blossoms and assures that in the future, any trees
or fruit that may be produced from it are able to withstand the
winds of adversity and challenge. As Orthodox Jews, situations
arise daily in which one may be faced with difficultly in a non-
religious environment or forced to vindicate Jewish ideology. With
a strong foundation of fear of God and knowledge of i1mn, any such
challenge becomes petty. And through constant improvement of
our fear and knowledge, we ensure that our offspring, the future

of ox7w° 995, will, too, have roots of o»w nx deep within the soil.
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Adina Sherman

A Torah View of Physicality

The discussion of the relationship between physicality versus spi-
rituality is one that has been argued for centuries. Each religion
has individually established its own idea of the ultimate way to
establish the healthiest possible relationship with the Creator. It
seems that although these faiths differ in practice and ideology,
they all have a similar goal — to attain ultimate spirituality.

Judaism is no different and there is no question that the
fundamentals of our religion are primarily based around the idea
of spiritual fulfillment. How then does the 770 view physicality and
what role should it play in our lives? In religions such as Christi-
anity, for example, physicality is frowned upon. There is a claim
that physical pleasure inhibits one’s chance of achieving spiritual-
ity. This is the reason for rules such as abstinence from sexual
activity and marriage by the clergy of the Christian church. How
does Judaism relate to this position?

The nmn seems to take a fairly balanced view on this issue.
As the o"am?! states: nnma a7n X0 wen 707, “The straight path is
that of the balanced attribute.” Objectively speaking, physicality
and spiritual are both significant. The 770, uniquely, sees them
both as a necessity and, in fact, uses physicality to deepen the
idea of spiritual struggle and triumph. To clarify the correlation
between physicality and spirituality, the 77n responds to several

practical physical instances that arise.
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54 Adina Sherman

One of the most dominant issues, which expresses the
7n’s view of physicality, comes up during the dialogue with mar-
riage and sexuality. Family purity is a matter that holds great
values in Judaism. It is the epitome of the spiritual and physical
balance. Rabbi Shimon Eider? explains that marital relations, when
performed appropriately and according to i71n law, can advance
a husband and wife to a higher spiritual level. However, if sexual
pleasure is used inappropriately it can lower a man and wife to
their innate, more animalistic level. Physicality evidently is not the
ultimate goal, but rather, a natural, human expression of the
attempt to attain the goal of spiritual elevation.

In addition to the importance of halachik-sexuality, Juda-
ism promotes other physical experiences like food, rest, and
personal comfort. One might think that because the main focus of
a religious lifestyle is to reach a spiritual relationship with God,
the less physical we are, the more spiritual we become. In fact,
there are cases in which this attitude is defended. The o"an93
stresses the detrimental affects of excessive physical pleasure.
2y7 XITWD KX 07X 7280 X7, He advises to eat when necessary, but no
more. Further, in max mwn* it says that many times tending to
physical needs can be spiritually unproductive. Like anything else
experienced in excessive amounts, physicality can be very harmful
when used inappropriately and without moderation.

Although extreme physicality and materialism can put
the soul at risk, there is a realistic amount that the 77 also
acknowledges. Part of understanding the nature of man includes

the acceptance of man’s imperfection and physical limitations.
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A Torah View of Physicality 55

The 7mn does not neglect this reality. As mortal beings, we need
to take care of physical needs in order to have the strength to
serve God and live happily in His world. As the "5 writes:
T DR NYTY 77w W1 RN VT2 P 02w 10 Xw 12? v o°wr. One is not only
allowed but encouraged to take care of his physical needs, in order
to be healthy enough to learn 71mn and serve God. It is interesting
to note that the 7mn views even the most sexual or physical acts to
be positive and even constructive, when completed with the serve
of God in mind.

The value of physicality is also discussed in the debate
regarding the 1. Why is a "1 obligated to bring a nxvn 127p? The
X6 explains: i o myy wexw. He distanced himself from phys-

ical pleasure and therefore is considered a sinner. This opinion
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56 Adina Sherman

strengthens the idea of the 71mn’s negative view towards those who
specifically abstain from the physical aspects of God’s world.”

In the Sixteenth of Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch’s famous
Ninteen Letters (detailing the correspondence between a secular
Jew and an observant one), he discusses this idea of the balance
between the physical and spiritual. “It is precisely the spiritual
nature of Yisrael’s nationhood ... while others may consider the
material benefits provided by the state — possessions and enjoy-
ment in their widest interpretations — to be the ultimate good,
Yisrael always can regard those only as a means to fulfillment of
the human mission.” He concludes that physicality and material-
ism are important. Using the world’s resources and accepting the
reality of the physical exile is crucial. But this physicality is only
the means that assists us, humans, to elevate our physical nature
and achieve our true spiritual potential.

Thus, while it is true that spirituality is what we all must
strive for and that physicality is a secondary necessity, the ap-
preciation and understanding of a physical reality is encouraged
and accepted by the 7mn. One must not overly emphasize physical
pleasures and lose sight of the ultimate goal of this world —
creating and maintaining a relationship with God through study
and observance of the 7, a spiritual lifestyle. Physicality is sig-
nificant, but only inasmuch as it acts as a means to help us in our
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Adina Sherman

A Torah View of Physicality

The discussion of the relationship between physicality versus spi-
rituality is one that has been argued for centuries. Each religion
has individually established its own idea of the ultimate way to
establish the healthiest possible relationship with the Creator. It
seems that although these faiths differ in practice and ideology,
they all have a similar goal — to attain ultimate spirituality.

Judaism is no different and there is no question that the
fundamentals of our religion are primarily based around the idea
of spiritual fulfillment. How then does the 7710 view physicality and
what role should it play in our lives? In religions such as Christi-
anity, for example, physicality is frowned upon. There is a claim
that physical pleasure inhibits one’s chance of achieving spiritual-
ity. This is the reason for rules such as abstinence from sexual
activity and marriage by the clergy of the Christian church. How
does Judaism relate to this position?

The nmn seems to take a fairly balanced view on this issue.
As the o"am?! states: nna a7n X0 wen 707, “The straight path is
that of the balanced attribute.” Objectively speaking, physicality
and spiritual are both significant. The 770, uniquely, sees them
both as a necessity and, in fact, uses physicality to deepen the
idea of spiritual struggle and triumph. To clarify the correlation
between physicality and spirituality, the 7mn responds to several

practical physical instances that arise.
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One of the most dominant issues, which expresses the
7n’s view of physicality, comes up during the dialogue with mar-
riage and sexuality. Family purity is a matter that holds great
values in Judaism. It is the epitome of the spiritual and physical
balance. Rabbi Shimon Eider? explains that marital relations, when
performed appropriately and according to i71n law, can advance
a husband and wife to a higher spiritual level. However, if sexual
pleasure is used inappropriately it can lower a man and wife to
their innate, more animalistic level. Physicality evidently is not the
ultimate goal, but rather, a natural, human expression of the
attempt to attain the goal of spiritual elevation.

In addition to the importance of halachik-sexuality, Juda-
ism promotes other physical experiences like food, rest, and
personal comfort. One might think that because the main focus of
a religious lifestyle is to reach a spiritual relationship with God,
the less physical we are, the more spiritual we become. In fact,
there are cases in which this attitude is defended. The o"an23
stresses the detrimental affects of excessive physical pleasure.
2y7 XITWO KX 07X 72K 7. He advises to eat when necessary, but no
more. Further, in max mwn* it says that many times tending to
physical needs can be spiritually unproductive. Like anything else
experienced in excessive amounts, physicality can be very harmful
when used inappropriately and without moderation.

Although extreme physicality and materialism can put
the soul at risk, there is a realistic amount that the 77 also
acknowledges. Part of understanding the nature of man includes

the acceptance of man’s imperfection and physical limitations.
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A Torah View of Physicality 55

The 7mn does not neglect this reality. As mortal beings, we need
to take care of physical needs in order to have the strength to
serve God and live happily in His world. As the "5 writes:
T DR NYTY 77w W1 RN VT2 P 02w 10N Xw 12? Y o°wr. One is not only
allowed but encouraged to take care of his physical needs, in order
to be healthy enough to learn 71mn and serve God. It is interesting
to note that the 7mn views even the most sexual or physical acts to
be positive and even constructive, when completed with the serve
of God in mind.

The value of physicality is also discussed in the debate
regarding the 1. Why is a "1 obligated to bring a nxvn 12792 The
X6 explains: i o myy wexw. He distanced himself from phys-

ical pleasure and therefore is considered a sinner. This opinion
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strengthens the idea of the 71mn’s negative view towards those who
specifically abstain from the physical aspects of God’s world.”

In the Sixteenth of Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch’s famous
Ninteen Letters (detailing the correspondence between a secular
Jew and an observant one), he discusses this idea of the balance
between the physical and spiritual. “It is precisely the spiritual
nature of Yisrael’s nationhood ... while others may consider the
material benefits provided by the state — possessions and enjoy-
ment in their widest interpretations — to be the ultimate good,
Yisrael always can regard those only as a means to fulfillment of
the human mission.” He concludes that physicality and material-
ism are important. Using the world’s resources and accepting the
reality of the physical exile is crucial. But this physicality is only
the means that assists us, humans, to elevate our physical nature
and achieve our true spiritual potential.

Thus, while it is true that spirituality is what we all must
strive for and that physicality is a secondary necessity, the ap-
preciation and understanding of a physical reality is encouraged
and accepted by the 7mn. One must not overly emphasize physical
pleasures and lose sight of the ultimate goal of this world —
creating and maintaining a relationship with God through study
and observance of the 7, a spiritual lifestyle. Physicality is sig-
nificant, but only inasmuch as it acts as a means to help us in our
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Gabrielle Miller

Does o917 Permit Vegetarianism?

Being healthy and committing to certain dietary restrictions is be-
coming more and more prevalent in today’s society. An increasing
number of people undertake vegetarian or even vegan lifestyles.
What is mo%7’s attitude to a vegetarian lifestyle? no%n definitely
values protecting one’s health.! At the same time, perhaps, there
are certain times that one is obligated to consume meat.

Many laws indicate the nmn’s compassion for animals.2
For example, there is a prohibition of o»n *?ya 7vx; one cannot inflict
pain on an animal.3 The nmn forbids one to slaughter an animal
and its child on the same day.4 Another related mun is jpn m>»w.>
If one intends to take an egg from a bird’s nest, he must first
send away the mother bird before taking the egg so that the
mother will be spared the pain of witnessing her eggs being taken
away. For this the nmn says, one will be rewarded with a long life.6

The very same reward is given to he who honors his parents.”

WHR PR AW RIT QW *3772 DRI K2 AT DM DRI (R 7997 7 P9 mvT niava) o'"ann .
AT DR PTIRAT D727 MY QTR PA? TR 2007 790 RIM R NPT 12T VTR PR

".m 19R1 °RHmnem 177277 0°7272 XY PRI

2 NXY INR QY 1A MPW QYL %3 (M 3) D123 7MA 2797 20" :(1:29) 0127 "m0 AxA 2
PRI LT 1T FART MA@ 00 OXA O1YA 127 0w 9w WA 70 ,70R 413 onwn XY
AR TWnI PR 702 %327 AMIM XA NIAX 2,012 Y MIBTAT NIRT? Q7RG NART P2 wion
TP PR LI ORI OTRI IR RO WK NN AN TAWRRT 7D N2WON X R MATM Yown

"... AN 1322 P 132 DRI ININD 0K

SRAPTIRT 07 *HP2 W 91 Oaw ™27 (:2%) KYUXH K22 N20M 223 TN XA
AR D12 TORWA XY 12 DRI ANX T R " (A2:22) Xpn 4

HY N¥IT DN 2°X°2 W DMK PIRA DY IR PV 992 7772 0k oY 1P Xp D" :(1:20) 23T °
'0°1377 9V ORI Apn R 09X°377 DY IR O°119K:T

"0 NOIRM T2 2u™ wnb T2 APN 0°137 DXY DR NX m9wn mow" ((1:19) 0737 ©

"L IR IR TRYR T WRD "R ARY PR DR 720" 1(10:) 0T

57



58 Gabrielle Miller

For nvnw, one must use a knife without nicks. The lack of nicks in
the knife will lessen the chance that the flesh of the animal will be
torn during the process of nvnw and thus keeps the animal’s pain
to a minimum.8

Although the nmn expresses a significant amount of com-
passion for animals and limits the harm they may endure from
humans, it does not express a need for a meat-free diet; on the
contrary, there are opow that disagree with the idea altogether.
Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liady describes® the holiness that results
from the act of eating meat. He believes that before an animal is
consumed it is not in a state of holiness. When the cow is con-
sumed for the purpose of a M3, the previously mundane cow is
elevated to a level of holiness. “That flesh has been affected by a
measure of radiance, and goes up to the Almighty as a sacrifice”.
According to Rabbi Shneur Zalman, eating meat is encouraged
because of the opportunity to elevate an animal’s holiness.

X7pna 72 also supports a carnivorous diet. He postulates
that the use of the skin, sinews, and other parts of the animals for
min such as 7P»on allows us to use their meat for nutritional
purposes. 10

When confronted with the idea of an Orthodox Jew prac-
ticing vegetarianism, one must examine the tradition to eat meat
on naw and other holy days. The o"an11 states: nawa 1 n»nw’ w2 N?OR

7% }17 a0y, According to these words, can a vegetarian fulfill naw anw?

"Vegetarianism From a Jewish Perspective", Journal of Halacha and Contemporary X" 8
..Society, Vol. 1, No. Il, Fall, 1981, pp. 53-54
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Does 71257 Permit Vegetarianism 59

The M 1n”w!2 maintains that aw is subjective. If an individual
feels pain from eating extravagantly, he is allowed to eat a smaller
portion of food. So too, if one feels discomfort from eating even the
smallest amount, such as one who fasts during the week and feels
pain from eating on naw, then that individual may continue fasting.
Finally, n11 2713 holds that, on naw, an mx!4 (one whose relative
has died but has not yet been buried) may drink wine and eat
meat but is not required to do so if he does not desire. This is yet
another proof that one is not obligated to consume meat in order
to fulfill the mxn of naw »w.15

Vegetarians encounter a problem with 2w or. The 7m0
commands T2 ninwn.16 The o"amnl7 explains that children should
be fed candies and nuts to instill the sweet spirit of the holiday,
and adults should drink wine and eat meat oy XX MW X X7 925w 0%
™ WA,

The nov n*2, however, proves that rejoicing may involve only

wine.18 x7na 12 A7 20 comments that rejoicing in the time of the
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.Mourning in Halachah, p. 60, Rabbi Chaim Binyamin Goldberg, 1992,Brooklyn, N.Y.

"Vegetarianism From a Jewish Perspective", Journa of Halacha and Contemporary X" 5
.Society, Vol. 1, No. |1, Fall, 1981, pp. 40-41
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60 Gabrielle Miller

wipnt na entailed eating sacrificial meat but in our times it is
sufficient to rejoice with wine.

An interesting proof can be found in the X3 in X702 X22.19
The omon suggested that after the destruction of the Temple,
marriage and the consumption of meat should be stopped. mooin20
questions how marriage could be forbidden when it is a 1 mxn
7mnn. Because mooin does not ask the same question about meat,
one can infer that eating meat is not a 7n7 7 mxn. The My nw?2!
therefore states that one is not obligated to eat meat on aw av,
although there are many o°pow that do require it because it is in
the spirit of the holiday. 22

minp make the case for vegetarianism exceedingly diffi-
cult. There are many mip that are mostly or entirely of meat.
However, most sacrifices are eaten only by the o273, The only j27p
that all Jews are required to eat from is the ros 127p. Although they
must eat from this, the required amount is severely limited. One
must consume only a n°1, once a year, and only in the days when
sacrifices are brought. Thus, nowadays there is no requirement
to eat the meat of miap. PP 1757 pRX onnaR 11 wrote extensively
about the benefits of abstaining from eating animals. He suggested

that during the last two Temple time periods animals lacked the
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knowledge that they were being raised to become sacrifices.23
In the future they will become aware of this and will refuse to be
sacrificed and only vegetation, such as the 7mn 127p, will be given. 24

God’s original plan was for man to only live off vegetation.
The 770 states: Py %o DR PIRT 92 %19 5¥ WK Y37 v 2wy 55 DX 009 NN a0
795RY P 009 VAT YO PY UMD 12 WwR.25 PwRIg 07X was not allowed to
consume meat.26 The 1"m"27 explains that although man and
animal are not on the same level, man was initially only allowed
to use animals to help serve him. Only after the ?a» was man
permitted to consume meat.

Even when 'n granted permission, He still limited 2x7w° "12’s
meat intake. When he sent the Jews 1 to eat, he also sent meat.28
However, they only received the meat for a short period. Further-

more, while the 1 fell during the day, the meat fell at night
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62 Gabrielle Miller

indicating its negative connotation.2® This was because the meat
wasn’t supposed to sustain them, only to cure their cravings.30
While meat is most definitely permitted, it is wise for one
to consume it in moderation. The xm3! states various restrictions
concerning the consumption of meat; one may only eat it with an
appetite. One may not seek it out it; it must only be taken from his
flocks. 71y 12 yox 21 furthers the restriction; one may only on
occasion slaughter a certain percentage of his flock. 879 nnow 1132
emphasizes that one must only consume meat for the purpose of
strengthening one’s body and not simply for pleasure. The j"an733
calls one who drinks wine and eats meat in excess a 7mni7 Mw"2 1.

Similarly, 12%x qo1 2734 states that one may not gorge oneself with
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meat. Also, he points out that the eating of animals involves a
certain amount of cruelty that can affect our mm.35 The 77n states:
02 ONPLI 072 07 WALD KDY ... 0P NWDI DX Xpwn 2X.36 The letter 'X is missing
in the word anmnun. This indicates that meat eating breeds a lack of
compassion in one’s heart. 1278 11 views eating meat as being
similar to the law of =% no* nwx; both are allowed but only because
Y7 ¥ 7210 RPX 770 7027 Xow. Clearly, meat is allowed, but there must
be restrictions.

Thus, even if one does not intend to lead a vegetarian life-
style, one would be well advised to consider vegetarians’ motivat-
ing factors. This will help prevent improper attitudes when eating
meat and help elevate the mundane act of eating to something

much more meaningful and spiritual.
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Mollie Sussman

Uniqueness of Scent:

A Means of Judgement

The sense of smell and the scent a person emits are very unique
and are exciting scientific issues to study. Recently, it was
discovered that a person’s scent is the least intrusive way of
determining who the person is and that every person’s scent is
unique.! What science is presently just realizing, the rabbis have
known for many years.

The sense of smell is our purest sense. It remains the only
unaltered sense dating back to the time of o and mn. Our other
senses of seeing, hearing, touching and tasting were modified
since each of these senses were involved in o7 and mn’s sin. Smell,
however, was not.2

The main purpose of our senses is to help us enjoy our
physical surroundings. Our sense of smell has a dual purpose. It
not only lets us more fully enjoy the physical world, but it is also a
window to our spiritual being. The X3 explains that a fragrant
smell is something from which primarily the nnw1 derives pleasure.*
Thus, 21 derives the requirement of reciting a blessing over a

fragrance from the verseS n-> 97nn mawin 93. The own Mwe points out

Sussman, Mollie. Hudson, Davia. Furton, Kenneth G. " Human Twin Hand Scent: A ax *
.Means of Identification. Chemical Analysis Using SPME GC/MS"
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66 Mollie Sussman

that the word n™ has the same root as the word °1mn, spiritual,
because smell is considered a spiritual type of pleasure for the
soul.

When mwn comes he will judge people not by the tradi-
tional senses of hearing and sight, but rather by the sense of
smell. 7 He will be able to determine the state of a person’s soul
based on the sense of smell. This idea presupposes that each
person will emit a unique scent which will be perceived by mwn.
mwn will then be able to judge the person based on this scent.

"8 teaches that when mwn comes, everything will re-
main normal and not supernatural. “Do not think that mwni 7on
will have to perform signs and wonders and bring about novel
things in the world, or resurrect the dead, and other such things.
It is not so”.

7"ax19 asks a question on the a"ann from the x7m3 in Pa7710.10
The & m relates the story of x2m3 92.11 When X213 72 declared that
he was mwn, the rabbis tested to see if he could “sniff and judge.”
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Uniqueness of Scent 67

However, since he could not judge a person by scent, they killed
him. The 7"281 points out from here that mwn will indeed be ex-
pected to act in a supernatural way.

yraoRmw o»n 2112 explains that the ability to judge based on
scent is in the ordinary course of nature and not miraculous. The
ability of the mwn will simply be a more refined sense of smell.

Scientific research on human scent helps explain that
each person on a physical basis has a unique scent print much
as they have a unique fingerprint.13 Using the same logic, it is easy
to explain that mwn’s refined sense of smell will be able to hone in
on each individual’s unique scent signature.

May we all emit a spiritually-favorable scent, and have the

merit to be judged favorably when mwn comes speedily in our time.

AT DAY, nRn (W) 9o mrw 2

Curran, Allison, Furton, Kenneth G., Rabin, Scott I. “Analysis of the mx1

Unigqueness and Persistence of Human Scent” Forensic Science Communications
.Vol.7 No.2 (April 2005): 1-20






Sophie Felder

Tovah Silbermann

The Rebbe as nmwn»

On a typical Saturday night in Jerusalem, you may find quite a
curious scene transpiring on Ben Yehuda Street. A lone Chassid,
who is dancing with music blaring nearby, wears a yellow flag
on his back with the word mwn scrawled in large letters on it.
Around him, other Chassdim hand out business cards with a
picture of the Lubavitcher Rebbe on them, and beneath the pic-
ture, the same word, mwn. Many men and women who disapprove
of this behavior yell, y»21% 2%°n over the loud chant of o1 *m
pulsating over the loudspeaker.

This encounter seems ironic. Here, the chabadniks are
clearly doing what they call mm>w, and attempting to make a wmp
1, yet others condemn their actions as an embarrassment to
Chabad, and essentially to Judaism. Why are so many Lubavitch-
ers convinced that the Rebbe is mwni 771? Why is this a controver-
sial topic?

First, one must understand what the Chabad Movement
is, and how it evolved into what it is today. The Baal Shem Tov
was the originator of the Chassidic Movement. According to a
Chassidic story, while the Baal Shem Tov was in an elevated
spiritual state, he encountered mwn. The Baal Shem Tov asked
mwn when he was going to reveal himself and redeem %x7w °13, to
which mwn replied, 7w pmryn W wa?, “When the wellsprings of
your n1n overflow”. The Baal Shem Tov took this as a sign to
spread his Chassidic teachings to the rest of the world. One of
his students was the famed Magid of Mezritch who in turn had a
student by the name Shneur Zalman of Liadi. Shneur Zalman
would later be known as the Alter Rebbe and the Baal HaTanya.

He formed a specific brand of Chassidus which is known as
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Chabad. The Alter Rebbe was then succeeded by a progression of
six more Lubavitcher Rebbes.

In Chassidus, there is an idea that hidden lights of 7mn are
scattered throughout the world and it is our job to find these
lights. These lights can be found through nmn, mx»n and 7 nmay,
and by making sure that all of x> 995 are affected by these
inspiring forces. Motivated by this concept, the most recent
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 5"s1,
formed the mm>w movement. As emissaries of 7 and the Rebbe,
Lubavitch Chassidim spread out to all crevices of the earth in
order to reveal the hidden lights of 7mn, and to bring secular or
unaffiliated Jews back onto the 717 of 1. Chabad o'm>w are inspired
by the phrase in the 770! that 71 said to 2py°: 712321 719X AATPY 7° DYDY,
“And you will spread out to the east, west, north and south.”

While it is obvious that Chabad has done tremendous
works of charity and completely revolutionized the 217" movement,
there is a significant problem with Chabad. Some of the followers
of the Chabad movement believe that Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, the deceased leader of the Chabad movement, is the
mwn.

It is important to note that not all members of the Chabad
movement believe that the Rebbe is the mwn. There are many
different sects among Lubavitchers. There are those that are more
conservative in their views, and think that while the Rebbe was a
great »7%, he neither is nor was the mwn. Others believe that the
Rebbe might have been the mwn before his death, but now accept
that after his death he could not be the mwn. Finally, there are
those that maintain the Rebbe’s Messianic status, even posthu-
mously. This is the strand of Lubavitch Chassidus that will be
focused upon here.

The idea that the Rebbe was nwn existed long before his
death in 1994. Through his speeches and teachings he encour-

7:m wxa
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aged a general belief in the mwn. He went so far as to say that this
was the generation of redemption, and that the coming of mwn was
imminent. As time went on, his followers began interpreting these
teachings as indications from the Rebbe himself that he was the
mwn. They began to sing their famous chant of 127 2w WwnIR
79 ow? mwnn T and while the Rebbe never openly stated that he
was mwn, he never denied it either. Although he disapproved of
people publicly proclaiming he was mwn, a formal denial of this
assumption was never made. At the age of 89, the Rebbe suffered
the first of his two strokes. Leaving him paralyzed and confined to
a wheel chair, he was unable to move or speak and certainly
unable to halt the Messianic craze that followed. The Messianic
Lubavitchers thought the Rebbe was a prophet, and the prophet
had declared that the mwn was coming, and if so, a stroke could
not stop him.

At the age of 92, on n»nn 2 1994, the Rebbe passed away.
Shock and grief filled the stunned Chabad community. The
community became divided amongst those who relinquished the
belief in the Rebbe as the mwn and those who maintained the
Rebbe’s Messianic status. It is interesting to note that while the
Rebbe was sick, some Messianic Lubavitchers proclaimed that the
Rebbe would not die because he is the mwn. However, after he died,
they now claimed that the Rebbe could still be mwn even though he
died. This raises many questions. How can Lubavitchers claim
that the Rebbe is the mwn? How can one say that the mwn can be
someone who has passed away? Is this comparable at all to Jesus
and Christianity? Is this idea heretical?

There are two main sources that Messianic Lubavitachers
quote in order to prove that the Rebbe is mwn. One is the o"an and
the other is a X3 in 700,

The o"am2 writes about the reality of mwn, what criteria
indicate a possible mwn and how his Kingship can be confirmed.

He declaresd that one, descended from 77 n»a, greatly learned in

7-X M9977 X? pAD 0°05m M o"amn 2
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declares3 that one, descended from 77 n"a, greatly learned in 77n
and religiously observant according to both the Written and Oral
Laws, who forces all of Israel to follow the 1mn’s ways and who
fights the wars of '7 can be assumed to be the mwn. The individual
that succeeds in these endeavors and also builds the wpn in its
place and gathers the exiles of Israel is certainly the mwn.

When one examines the actions of the Rebbe, it is difficult
not to see any parallels to this passage in the 0"ann. The Rebbe was
said to have been a descendant of the Davidic dynasty and was
one of the greatest 7Mn scholars of his generation. The “ingather-
ing” of the far flung and seemingly unreachable souls through
Lubavitch emissaries appeared to fulfill the requirement of %> m1m
72 7% 9%, The command of 7 mnnon an?> does not clearly specify
what kind of wars, but the Rebbe armed with mitzvah tanks and
1 mrax (the Lubavitch youth movement) certainly battled against
the spiritual enemies (assimilation, inter-marriage etc.) that
threatened to subdue Israel. While none of these examples follow
the 0"an7’s words in the literal sense, this appears to be a some-
what convincing interpretation that points to the Rebbe as the
assumed mwn.

With regard to building a wpn, the 0"an7’s use of the word
mipra is a little strange. The a"an1 should have specified a Temple
being built in Jerusalem, but instead, he writes wpna wipn m121. The
word ¥pra has the ambiguous meaning of “in its place” or “in his
place”. Taking the latter translation, it is arguable that the Rebbe

»

did in fact build a wpn “in his place,” the iconic 770 Eastern
Parkway in Brooklyn New York. 770 served and continues to serve

as a center for learning, outreach and the perpetuation of Jewish
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values and practices. Indeed, the 0"an1 does not say wipni n»a, but
rather opts for the vaguer word wipn. Any place of 7mn can be a
mini-wpn.4

The words 8 w» °n71 yap» are difficult to reconcile with the
Rebbe, but, one may maintain that through his o'm%w, the Rebbe
began the difficult process of mm y°p. By sending his ombw to
isolated areas of the world, the Rebbe succeeded in reconnecting
even the most distant to their Jewish roots.

The arguments that counter these understandings of the
text are simpler and less figurative and interpretive. For example,
in reference to the claim that 770 fulfills the 0"an7’s requirement of
building the temple, Rabbi Dr. David Berger (author of the book,
The Rebbe, the Messiah, and The Scandal of Orthodox Indifference)
states, “thus, one fulfills a key requirement for moving from pre-
sumptive mwn to definite mwn by building a large synagogue in
Brooklyn”.

What is not mentioned in the pro-messianic arguments is
the context in which the a"a» is writing. The a"amnS refutes the
belief that signs and wonders will be indicators of the mwn. This
certainly wasn’t the case when X2°py "21, one of the most illustrious
710 scholars in history, declared that &3> 72 was the mwn. The
criterion that the a"a»1 outlines is one that follows X2°py *27's belief
that X201 72 was the assumed mwn. Therefore, it is clear that all of
the n0"an7’s criteria were meant literally. X221 72 was a descendant
of King David, a learned scholar, fervent in his practices, brought

Jews closer to 7mn after the Second Temple period and fought the
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wars of 77 12 and 'n against the Roman conquerors. These are
the qualities that led x2°py °27 to name X221 72 as the mwn.

Assuming that the context and historical reality are unim-
portant, it could be argued that the Rebbe was the mwn in his
lifetime. What then can be said about him being declared the mwn
posthumously? For this, it is integral that one look at the lines in
the o"ann discussing &121 12’s death. After outlining the assumed
and definite mwn, the 0"am16 explains how a presumptive mw»n would
be disqualified: M 770 POV ALY AT WKW Y172 LA R 7 TV 77087 KD OX)
,0°27 12 MDI7 ROR "2 1TRYa K AanRR Dwom 2w MT N2 231 DD X
VM MW 3 LPp NV TV 1299 M3 L ax ey ovownd 1 exaw, “If the
assumed mwn does not succeed in building the wipnn n2 and
gathering those in exile or he is killed, then he is not the one the
7m0 promised, rather he is simply like any other righteous king
from the House of David that died.”

A major point of contention is use of the word »m. It
seems to be another case where the n"a7’s word choice is
strangely specific. The Rebbe died of natural causes (a series of
two strokes, the first of which left him paralyzed) and since he
died and was not killed, Messianic Lubavitchers argue that his
kingship is unaffected by this point.

Once again, the context of the a"in's words must be con-

sidered. About 8201 13, the 0"2an18 writes:
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3m seems to be interpreted far too literally in light of the
historical context that according to some x> 72 died after being
bitten by a snake, a death warranted by his sins.9 The a"a7’s word
choice reflects the situation of X131 72's demise and is not an
indicator of a specific kind of death. This is confirmed by the word
e in the same 79%7. This king who is unable to achieve the
status of actual mwn has been revealed as nothing more than a
holy monarch who died.

The xm in 1771010 is an oft quoted source for the “Rebbe
debate”. The x 1 discusses whether mwn will come from the living
or the dead. m 27 says that if mwn is from the living he’ll be
like me. 27 counters: If he is from the living, he is someone like
w7 120, If he’s from the dead he’s someone like 7x017.

What troubles many about this line is that it appears that
it is potentially possible for mwn to be from amongst the dead,
something that echoes Christianity. However, the X does not
mention the potential for a second coming at all. The x7»3 only says
that if mwn is someone that will come from the dead, then he can
be resurrected. There is nothing anywhere about mwn revealing
himself, dying and then coming back to finish the job. Judaic
literature has never supported a second coming; that has always
remained a strictly Christian tenant.

Furthermore, we have seen that 17 holds that if mwn is
from the dead, then he’s someone like %x°37.11 If mwn comes from

those who have already died, why is the Rebbe more of a potential
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candidate then %17 and other o°p>78 who were on his level? Was
the Rebbe really on the level of a 7x°17?

There are some extra proofs brought to try and support
the Meshichists.

The X3 in Y7102 mentions mwn's name. The students of
X?°w *21 say his name will be ¥, those of *kr "7 say 12, those of "2
TN say un, some say mpm 12 amm and the 1131 say °27 a7 XMn.
Each one offers a verse that supports their opinion.

Several points concerning this piece must be discussed:
1. One Lubavitcher related that he must believe the Rebbe is
mwn because, as seen from this X, one must believe that their
Rebbe is the mwn. One could see how such a concept could be
extrapolated from this Xy since the students of each Sage
thought that the mwn would have the same name as their teacher.
2. One of the names of mwn is Menachem and the Rebbe’s name
was Menachem Mendel Schneerson. (This seems like a coinciden-
tal proof akin to the proof that the numerical value of mwn n= is
770.)

According to Professor Hanover,!3 the Rebbe was a self
avowed prophet. This, however, is not plausible. The x ) states!4
that the Divine Presence does not reside outside of 8w y9X. HRp1m's

prophecy is the one exception to the rule.!5 Therefore, for example,
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a1 fled to wwon to escape G-d.16¢ How could m» run away from '7?
w17 repeats that one cannot receive prophecy outside of & yax.
71 fled to wwn so that he would not have to receive a nx121 that he
would not want to deliver.18 »"w1 does offer an alternate expla-
nation to the x. One may be able to receive prophecy outside of
X yax if the person originally received a prophecy in 9x7w° yaR.19
However, even according to this explanation, the Rebbe could not
have received prophecy for he never was in X2 yIR.

In his book, Dr. David Berger outlines these and other ar-
guments against Messianic Lubavitchers. He condemns the
worldwide Orthodox community for not taking a stronger stance
against this religious sect. While Berger strongly believes that
some sort of condemnation against the Messianic movement
should occur, he admits straightforwardly that “no one realizes
more clearly then he does that he does not have the standing to
issue such rulings.” Berger condemns Orthodox Jewry for its
passivity regarding the 1272’1 that is occurring. He proposes that a
document be drawn up for Lubavitch Rabbis to sign rejecting and
denouncing any belief in the Rebbe as anything but a very holy
Rabbi who is now dead. Any rabbi who refuses to sign such a
document should not be trusted in maw>, M1 and other halachic
positions. “No Messianist should be treated as an Orthodox
Rabbi.” Also, “one must pray in private rather than attend a

synagogue in which the Messianist formula is recited”.
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Dr. Berger sought the support of a number of prominent
rabbis and rabbinic organizations for his proposed measures.
Although he did not receive the full backing that he sought, he did
receive some endorsements of support.

There is no doubt that the Rebbe was a tremendous p’7x
and accomplished tremendous things during his lifetime. While he
was alive, one could speculate that he had the potential to be
mwn. He fulfilled many of the requirements of the assumed mwn.
However, once he passed away it becomes very difficult to view
him as the mwn.

Instead of clinging to the idea that the Rebbe is the mwn,
maybe we should use his death as a lesson in our own lives. Every
generation, 'n gives us a chance to improve ourselves and deserve
mwn. Instead of focusing on who the mwn is, we should concentrate
on improving ourselves and collecting all of the spiritual sparks in

the world that need to be gathered in order for mwn to come.



Gavi Lankin

Can Sinners be Instrumental
in the Coming of muwn?

Close your eyes and picture the arrival of mwn. What do you see?
Many hear the trumpets blowing and see the wipni na standing
proudly once again. 77 12 mwn, wearing royal attire, comes riding
into 27w on a white donkey that looks like a prized stallion. Jews
everywhere start making their way toward o»w1, while the dead
crawl through miraculous, newly dug tunnels. The 7r>w emanat-
ing from the wipni N2 is shining everywhere. The nations get down
on their hands and knees crying and beseeching ' for mercy.
The Jews stand on platforms and witness the nations’ subser-
vience to them. And all this transpires within twenty-four hours.
This vision of our 173, which is mainly based on our w1, is by
no means the sole opinion of how the final redemption will occur.
Many sources suggest that the final 77wy will be a slow, gradual
process.

This gradual type of redemption process is found in the
Mo story. At first,77n7 w2 awy *37 .1 Then, 007 NXY w1227 DX 17 1P~
1072 YOI 7oA WK WORY AWY? 733 1ID? RPN YT 2102 WO 237 IR w2
After that, 7727 W 5R °371 2w~1.3 Then,ma%n w1251 Ton0 *1977 RY° D74

Finally, annwy 7% ann 01m%5.6 This redemption shows us that the
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“true 77X is not contingent upon an abundance of miracles
happening suddenly. The 7783 can occur slowly, in stages.

The x 37 illustrates the final redemption in a similar way.
It says that in the final 77%3, only after n™m% y125p will the wpnn o2
be rebuilt and the mwn arrive. The State of Israel is considered by
many to be wn7xa nny pwrd. The State’s creation has encouraged
thousands to make 7°%v. Additionally, the creation of the State has
led to Jewish autonomy over many parts of our God given land.
However, is it possible that a state created by those who are not
7N observant or God-fearing be the answer to our spiritual
redemption?

This question assumes that the 77%3 cannot arise from
people who do not keep '7’s 770, "7 says:8 X1 ,02°Mawnn "mawnn X2
02 MW *NAWNM ,02°3777 277 1723 19 ,PIRM 2w 1723 °3 .1 0INI L2007 09°077. 2
1312 2py0 uses this prophecy as proof that to think that God must
execute the redemption as we see fit is extremely severe. It is
absurd to suggest that we understand how 'n “thinks and rea-
sons”, and it is ridiculous to pretend to know what is the “proper”
way for the redemption to come.

The prime example that our redemption can arrive from
unsuspected places is from the lineage of 77 12 mwn. His ancestor,
v, was a by-product of the halachikally questionable union of

a7 and an. The line of Jewish royalty also comes from 771 77,
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who comes from axmn M0, his paternal great-grandmother. a8 is
a nation with whom Jews were forbidden to intermarry.10 Fur-
thermore, 2xm, the patriarch of the nation, was born of the
incestuous relationship between m% and his daughter.!l 77, too,
muddled the purity of the messianic dynasty by ensuring that -na
yaw’s husband, K, was killed so that he may take her as a wife.
Their son, 7%, was chosen from 77’s sons to continue the Davidic
dynasty which will ultimately lead to the mwn.12

Similarly, w21 nwn, one of our greatest leaders, who re-
deemed us from Egypt, was raised in a pagan environment — first
in his adolescence in the house of nv1» and ultimately in the
house of ", a pagan priest. nv10's palace exemplified the culture
and values of the idolatrous Egyptians. One would not assume
that someone acculturated with such values would be chosen
to lead the Jewish people. However, 1 expressly chose nwn as the
one to take "7 '11 out of slavery and lead them through the
desert.13

Will God redeem us if we are undeserving of redemption?
There are numerous examples of historical time periods in Jewish
history when God did just that. The most vivid example of such
redemption is the Exodus from Egypt, at the very infancy of the

Jewish nation. »"w114 explains that %7 °12 were immersed in idol
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worship at the time of the Exodus and were lacking even one
mitzvah in whose merit they could be redeemed. In fact, eighty
percent of X »12 died in Jwwn non because of their sins. Yet, the
77xa already started with the first plague, o7 non. Rabbi Bergman
notes that even though Israel’s spiritual state was very poor during
the first eight plagues, the redemption began and progressed.15

Similarly, God tells nwn that o°m¥m WK "y 1w DR PRI R0 16
Why does ' repeat the word 7x1? »"w1l7 relates that 1np 12 %x1ny, the
first vow, realized that ' was telling nwn: “I see that »x7w» 12 are
eventually going to stray after the golden calf. Nevertheless, I have
seen the affliction of my people.” %10y understood from this that
whether they are worthy or not, He must redeem them. 18

A third example concerns the Jews from the Second Tem-
ple era. Many of the Jews who returned from %11 with Xy were
completely irreligious. Some married non-Jews,!9 they did not
know that there is a my» to build a n210,20 they defiled the mw

publicly,2! and even committed immoral sexual acts.22 Despite this
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behavior, God redeemed them and even held them in high re-
gard.23 wph w24 suggests that the only reason why this particular
77 was so short lived was because of the Jews that refused to
return with them, and not due to the actions of the returnees. 25

Is it possible that a leadership that attacks 7597 can be the
catalyst for the 773? About "y the father of axnx, the x2writes:26
17199 WK Y21 ¥ T 01ya v Ty awyr). Imagine! »my was even more evil
than v21 72 ava™. Nevertheless, »my was worthy to have a dynasty
that lasted three generations. un 171 asks, “Why did »my deserve
kingship? This was because he added a city to the land of Israel.”27?
The w128 states that "my’s entire purpose in building his city,
M, was to undermine Jewish loyalty to o9, Israel’s

undisputed capital. Even though his motives for building up the
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puted capital. Even though his motives for building up the land
were impure, three of his descendents?9 inherited his throne in
reward for the city that he built.30

axnx son of »my, “was even more wicked than his father.”3!
He married an evil gentile woman, 7arx, built altars of idol wor-
ship,32 and allowed %X to murder all of the prophets.33 The
mwnd4 says that he is one of the four kings who have no portion
in X327 07w, 28R took a 77N scroll, erased all mention of '7’s name,
and substituted them with names of idols.35 However, despite his
great wickedness, a &1 informed him that 7 would help him win
his upcoming battle.36 When axnx asked who would lead the troops
that would merit having help from God, the %21 responded that
it would be axnx himself.37 p"71738 explains that axnx asked this be-

cause he did not believe that 1 would perform miracles through
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him. He considered it impossible for salvation to come through
someone as evil as himself. Much to his surprise, ' chose him.
axnX 12 oM also angered God.39 In retribution for his per-
sonal sins and the sins of the generation, God plagued %X yax
with seven years of famine.*® At the end of the seven years,
X217 ywook announced that a miracle was to take place. The next
morning there would be an abundance of food throughout the city.
An officer of the king refused to believe that such a miracle could
happen for them. He was punished for his lack of faith; the people
trampled him to death before he could enjoy the food.4! The wqm*2
explains that the officer did not doubt God’s capabilities,*3 but
rather that He would perform miracles for such a sinful genera-
tion. Consequently, father (1), son (arnk) and grandson (am7) all
merited miraculous salvations despite their wickedness, despite
the fact that the nation was steeped in sin, and despite the fact

that these kings fought against 7m0 Judaism.
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Su>»y Towr 171%4 explains that one, who lives in x> poy,
is seeking God irrespective of whether he realizes it or not.
1My mp4S states: “The people of Israel were exiled because they
despised three things: The kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of the
House of David, and the wpnn n*2. X011 12 waw 27 said “Israel will
not be shown a good sign until they return and seek out these
three things.” After living with the other nations for close to two
thousand years, Jews have assimilated to act and think like them,
with many Jews today having no concept of Judaism whatsoever.
Is it fair to expect that they will be searching for the “Kingdom of
heaven” and the “House of David”? They have no idea what these
things are! Rather, what they are seeking out is ?x"° yoX, which
they can understand and relate to. 8w yIx actually encompasses
both the Kingdom of Heaven and the House of David. This is why
5" say*6 “He who dwells in % yox is like one who has a God”.
So, while modern Zionists deny that their stake in the land holds
any religious significance, by building up the land of Israel they
unknowingly seek all the three things necessary to bring the
redemption.

PP 1797 AT "% 21 supports this thesis as well. He states:
“A superficial perspective sees shortcomings in the State of Israel,
and an absence of 7mn ideals. The level of 7mn observance is just
one aspect of the overall precept of establishing Jewish sovereignty

in the Land ... The important thing to realize is that the institution
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of Jewish statehood, in its enabling the Jewish people to settle in
Israel, is wtp. Out of the nwtp of the mun comes the nuip of
the State”.4” Thus, whoever exhibits ws1 m7on and works and
strives to live in Israel, is accomplishing an incredible myn that
has a positive ripple effect on the rest of the nation. Therefore,
non-religious Zionists, who were instrumental in “establishing
Jewish sovereignty in the Land,” were another link in the chain
towards our redemption and spirituality. It is through their sweat
and effort that many Jews have been able to return to the land

of Israel and steadily bring closer mwni nx».

Torat Eretz Yisrael (by R. Moshe Lichtman, Jerusalem, 1991) 343 ix1






