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INTRODUCTION

Balancing priorities is a skill. Often, people struggle to create or
maintain a healthy equilibrium of values in their lives. Such a
concept can be seen in the failed relationship of w 2p°. According
to wn 9xon pwnw 21, the reason that 2py, and not wy, ultimately
received the 71572 is because 71 and 7p21 both knew that 2py°, in the
future, would be able to produce offspring that were capable of
attaining a perfect synthesis of working in different arenas in order
to achieve the goals of 7.

Because of his bent towards physicality, wy’s inclinations
towards evil were strong. The 770 teaches that w¥’s marriage to an
mnn mwx caused his parents much pain and grief.> pny’, in hopes of
bringing his son, even partially, onto '71 717, decided he would give
his son a blessing that would provide him with a push toward
remaining on the path of Torah observance.’

Of pn¥”’s two sons, each had his own purpose to fulfill in
this world. wy was destined to be an 77w vX 7% ¥y7° vX while 2py»
was destined to be an o'7x 2wy on wx;* therefore, 29y was meant to
receive the 1272 — a spiritual, "Mn-oriented 7>72. Nonetheless,
because pny’ understood the importance of the physical aspects of
this world, he prepared a °nwi-oriented 1372 to give to wy. Ergo,
because pny> understood the necessity of merging these two
qualities, physicality and spirituality, into the ideal symbiotic
partnership, he organized two separate blessings, accordingly, in

hopes of creating the ultimate Ubermensch. Ideally, wy was meant
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to use his knowledge of hunting and fields, that is to say physical-
ity, to support 2p¥ in his 7mn 7m0, that is to say, spirituality.®

If this is the case, if these were pn¥’’s intentions, how could
7721 doubt her husband, and why was 71p27 opposed to Wy receiving
a 7072 in the first place? One could suggest that because she, as a
mother, knew that her sons were polar opposites, she knew that
1wy could not deserve the no7a. Yet, pnx’, knowing that his eldest
son’s spirituality was lacking, planned to give wy the 7372.

The o»nn 7R posits that pny> was completely aware of his
son’s shortcomings, and the 7571 was tailored as an extra spiritual
boost especially for him.®

w1 27 explains that a functional symbiotic relationship, as
seen in the relationship of N»an 7oww>, only works when both
parties value 7m0 and spirituality. Wy not only lacked spirituality
as pry’ had initially believed, he was both a manipulator and a
trickster’ because he felt too empowered by his physicality. With
his lack of balance between physical and spiritual elements, Wy
did not value 7mn at all.® This was the stem of 7pa1’s apprehension.

Unfortunately, because a symbiotic relationship could not
exist between Wy and 2py°, the n>12 were not split between the two
brothers as originally intended; instead, both were bestowed unto
2Py, whose sons would be able to acheive the correct balance. The
relationship between "% °111 X "13, similar to that of poan ~oww»,
was that of perfect symbiosis: one tribe spent all day learning nmn
while the other tribe spent most of the day working to support
himself and his partner. This agreement enabled many ao'7nnn to

be bred and many merchants to become 7w *x.
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Nowadays, being a citizen of the world is necessary; how-
ever, doing so entails a constant struggle to maintain balance.
Balance, though - in any aspect of life — is elusive and hard to
attain. This is true in regard to 7 nmay as well. We were placed on
this world to worship 7 and achieve higher levels of spirituality.
Yet we must live in the physical world and participate fully in all
of its aspects. These two priorities seem to contradict one another,
yet if one understands the struggle that 2py> undertook after he
received both parts of the blessing, one can appreciate the chal-
lenge and beauty of this noble struggle.

We dedicate this year’s nawan 2p journal to "1 7 12 07, a
grandfather of one of our m7Tn%n, and an admirable man who
exemplified the idea of living a balanced life o»w ow5. He was a
man who persevered through the Holocaust, helped build % vy,
and battled Parkinson’s, all without breaking his nnnx for even a
moment. Although his struggles were in the physical realm, his
aspirations and goals remained intangible. He exemplified the
notion that inner strength, hope and perseverance are life’s most
important tools to realize dreams, to overcome challenges, and to
defy life’s obstacles. He was able to both create and execute the
perfect equilibrium between perseverance and placidity. It is for
his balance, conviction, determination, and sheer earnestness that
this year’s nawan 9p journal is dedicated to "1 an7 12 27

We thank all the passionate contributors for their enlight-
ening articles. We thank Elana for all of her patience and hard
work. Last but definitely not least, a huge thank you to Rabbi

Haber without whom this journal could not have been successful.

Rachel Benaim Chana Sinensky
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Leah Frenkiel

Sibling Rivalry
A Behind the Scenes Peak
at the Story of »am pp

The narrative of pp and 221! is perhaps one of the most puzzling
stories in all of 7"in. A number of questions can be raised regarding
this passage and Pp’s character as depicted therein:

The 7mn never explicitly states that pp was a yw1 nor that
he was the type of person who would brutally murder his brother;
one can thus ask, if there is seemingly no mention of 7p’s negative
qualities, why was his 1217 not accepted by ' in the first place?

Furthermore, after 'n rebuked Pp regarding his attitude
about his rejected 1277, why did 1°p neglect to do nawn?

What led to pp’s jealousy and hatred for his brother, 917,
which ultimately caused the first murder in human history?

Additionally, after the murder, why did p answer '7 with
the famous words, "k °nk “»wi?2 What is the meaning of this
response?

Moreover, when 7p said xwin 1y 91713 was this a sincere
declaration and commitment to do mwn? Or was this comment
perhaps a sarcastic and cynical reaction to the punishment 7 had
just given him?

In this essay, we will examine the interpretations of *"w9,
P"77, 1"am, and wn PRo0 Pwnw 27, We will see that they all attempt to

provide answers to these perplexing questions, and through their
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12 Leah Frenkiel

different interpretations of the text, several different understand-
ings of this story and pp’s true nature emerge. In addition to
serving as a case study of the methodologies of different owns,
these understandings will help us answer the looming questions
enumerated above.

Let us begin with *"vn. In his commentary,* he provides
crucial background details that help clarify many ambiguities in
the text. For instance, we know that Y21 was a shepherd and Pp a
farmer. ""vn tells us that the reason a7 separated himself from
working the land and turned to sheep instead, was because the
land had been cursed as a result of ok’s sin. As the a7 clearly
expresses,’ the land was cursed because of him. However, 7p did
not do as his brother did and separate himself from working the
land.

In the following poo the verse explains that p gave a 1277
to 'n. *"wn explains® that the 1279 was from the worst of 1p’s produce.
("v7’s understanding of the pwd can be explained by the fact
that the next o7 describes 727’s 1277 with the usage of positive
adjectives, 2% Nk moan. Conversely, 1p’s 1277 lacks description,
thereby portraying the sacrifice’s triviality.) Likewise, 727’s 1279
contained a personality, aspects of himself that he was donating
to 1. When describing 2a7’s sacrifice, the P98 says 1uxy, empha-
sizing that it was his flock, whereas when describing 1p’s, there is

no such description.
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Sibling Rivalry 13

It thus seems that from the very beginning, *"wn depicts 1p
as a negative persona — a man with no redeeming qualities. As
the story unfolds, this characterization continues. Pp reacted very
strongly to the rejection of his 127p. He was jealous of his brother’s
worthy 1292, when, in reality, he had no right to be. ' responded
to Pp’s irrational anger by asking him 715 1901 a1 72 7 7n%;° 7 then
told ppthat if he changed his attitude he would be forgiven;
however, if he failed to do so, he would continue to sin, and he
would not have the power to rule over his temptations. As it says
Y27 nRun nnob 2°wen X2 oX) NRY 2°wen ok X9 — if you do well, you will
be lifted up, and if you do not, sin will crouch upon you.10
""w1 comments that Twas telling yp that if he would improve
his actions and do mawn, he would be forgiven,!! yet mnpwn Thx. 12
*"v1 explains that this phrase refers to the ya7 2%°.13 The ya7 v
constantly desired and longed to occupy 1°p’s being and cause him
to sin; however, *"vn clarifies that had pp wished to exercise his
free will, he would have had the ability to overcome his y777 7x°.

From *"w9’s understanding of these op10d, the reader is
given a clearer picture of his view on Pp’s character. *"w1 views
7P as a person with a strong yi 7%, driven by impulse and desire.
He did not strive for excellence in serving'n, yet 'n gave him an
opportunity to do n2wn. Even so, in the next pos, it appears that pp
did not take '7’s message to heart; he murdered his brother 737.14

What caused Pp to completely disregard '7’s warning and kill his

17 rwxa

17 wxa
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14 Leah Frenkiel

brother? *"v1 explains!S that the enigmatic word =mxn in the p1od
refers to a quarrel between Pp and 737, which gave 1p a pretext to
kill 521. »"w1 adds that this is the xpn > 12w», the simple reading of
the p1oo, but there are also many 77 "w1. He does not, however,
indicate which o'wa7n he is referring to.

In 727 nwxn3, there are many interpretations of the events
that triggered 71p’s murder of 22716, One interpretation says
that Pp and 731 were having a conversation about dividing the
world between them. The wam narrates the conversation: %37 said
“one of us will assume the position of ruling over the land and one
of us will rule over the chattel,” to which 7pp replied, “you are
standing on my land,” and 737 then responded, “what you are
wearing is mine!” This caused Ppto get up and kill his brother.
Conversely, yoi "21 in the name of "% "7 says that they were
fighting about where the wipni nawas going to be built.17 Since
they could not agree about whose land the wipnn n2 would be
built in, pp got angry and Kkilled 737. A third opinion suggests
that Pp and 731 were fighting about their sister that was born
together with 7317. The argument proceeded as such: “give her to
me, because I am the older one,” to which %37 responded, “she

was born with me, so she belongs to me!” This angered 1p

TTAR TWITA T2 W Y POy YRWNAR 73 2 1272 1Y 0191 - 927 9X 1P k" aw B
"RIPD Pw W T IR

IRI2 1R D177 VI AR 5V I DN A AR 2327 9K PR k" - 120 720 nwwna ©
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13T AR 927 9K PR aRP1 T2 TINR D MR P P19 MR T 07T W02 DRT 2 0K PN
77 231 7790901 DR 190 I MYPIPT DR 1901 07w AR 17 227 oW1 1°I007 YWD 020
anYa2 oM CRIW 7323 P"H02 HINNA MR AN 7321 2"A0A RN IR T ROR P10 v
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Sibling Rivalry 15

and caused him to kill 737. According to 1m »21,18 when 7p and 227
were fighting, Y301 was overpowering 7p, and pp said to %21, “what
will you tell our father if you kill me?” 731then had mercy
on 1p and let him go. 1p took this opportunity and overpowered 917,
consequently killing him. The common denominator of all of these
ideas is that the quarrel was motivated by mutual jealousy and
rivalry, of which %17 was also guilty. rp, though, acted on his
emotions and killed %2n.

After this episode transpired, 7 asked 1p a rhetorical ques-
tion: nx van x? w1’ explains that 7 initiated a conversation with
him, in the hope that this would trigger yp’s repentance;20 how-
ever, 1p disappointed 7 and answered ™ “Ax MW nyT 89, Mwa 2
interprets this as a question of bewilderment, indicating that Pp
did not take responsibility for what he had done.22

Consequently, 7 punished yp who responded, &win 1y 517323,
Here, *"w1 quotes the n21 nwx"224 and interprets this question
as another sarcastic inquiry of astonishment. Pp indirectly told '3,
“You are the ruler over the higher and lower realms, can You
really not tolerate my sin?” From *"w7’s interpretation of these
o'po9, clearly, PP remained unrepentant to the end.

*"wa’s ¥1d on these o’p0d is very interesting, and typical
of his approach of clarifying the vws, and using vhmas a tool

to solve textual problems.25 For example, he uses the w1 in

ow 18
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16 Leah Frenkiel

727 MWwR1226 to explain that Pp’s 1279p was from the worst of his
crops. Additionally, *"w1 quotes ¥mmn w1,27 which elucidates that
he brought flax seed as his 127p. These w1 help us understand
why "7 accepted 727’s 127, but not pp’s j127p. Without the usage of
these o'w11n, one would not understand why Pp’s 1279, which was
from the “fruit of the ground,” was not accepted by "7

Yet, in explaining vnx %37 X pp mxn® »"wn alludes to the
owan but does not quote them. Apparently, he felt that his
explanation of the simple meaning of the text was sufficient, and
he did not need the ow M to aid him. Perhaps, *"vndid not
quote the w1 not only because it wasn’t necessary on a purely
textual level, but also because it was not needed even on a deeper,
philosophical level. In this case, according to *"wn, the w1 isn’t
needed since the details of what led up to the climax of the murder
are trivial. The most important detail of the story is that pp did
not do mwn, did not listen to ', and his ¥y7n 7% overpowered him,
triggering his murder of 9a7.

P"17’s approach to this topic is fundamentally similar to
"w7’s but differs on some nuances. He holds that pp and %an
learned from o that bringing mia7p was a symbol of gratitude to
thank 77 for the blessings He had bestowed.29 Like *"wn, he explains
that Pp’s 1279p was of poor quality, or — based on the xmmnwamn —
that his 129p came from the leftovers of his crop. Pp’s 1277 was given
in a despicable manner, which is why ' was not willing to accept
it.

P"7 adds that 7p’s 12792 was not from the o2 as was that
of v21. p"711 then elaborates on the nature of 237’s 1217;30 the offering

7:20 720wk
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Sibling Rivalry 17

was brought with 712>. Not only was it from the o573, but it was
also from the best of his flock. Since 7317’s 127p was appropriate, and
given with good intentions, 1 accepted the donation;3! however,
regarding p’s sacrifice, 7 knew that he had ulterior motives, and
rejected the offering. As a result, P became angry, resentful, and
embarrassed, just like o7& after he committed his sin. Up until this
point, p"77’s view is very similar to *"w7’s.

Then, in1 p1wo,? ' spoke to pp enlightening the path of
mawn. P explains3d that any sinner can attain 793 if he does a
complete, wholehearted n2wn. He defines nxw 2°v°n ox x17734 to mean
that if pp would be willing to change his ways, then he would
achieve 1795 and would be elevated from his prior state. If not, "1
warned him that his sin and temptation to sin would never leave
him; his inclination to evil would be a constant stumbling block.
Through this conversation, 7 imparted to ypa fundamental mes-
sage that was not only for him, but for the rest of the world and
the future generations as well. When 7 said 11 %wnn 7nx1,35 he
explained to p that he had nwon n7n3; if he wished to repent and
conquer his inclination, he had the power to do so. This is the first
time in the 770 that anyone has been given the chance to do mawn.
Nevertheless, 1p did not take heed to'n’s advice and warning.
»"71 states that that he did not have any sense of remorse or re-
gret; he failed to do nawn, and continued down the path of sin.36

P"1737 then gives several possibilities regarding what Pp

could have said to %17 before he killed him. One possibility is
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18 Leah Frenkiel

that 7p told 737 what 7 had just said to him, and accused %27 of
being the cause of all his misfortune. However, 1p did not get up
and kill 927 right then and there out of fear of his father. He waited
until they were both alone in the field, at which point he
provoked 9an.

»"711 also quotes the aforementioned w1 in 727 nwx1238 that
provides other possibilities regarding the events that led to the
murder. After pp killed 937, 1 spoke to pp, which, according to p",
was meant to teach Pp that he is unable to hide from '7. Moreover,
this was meant to teach pPp that every single action of man is
known by Him. pp thought that by being in an isolated field whilst
he murdered his brother, he could hide just as o7 had — however,
he believed that his seclusion would work, unlike his father’s
had. Likewise, just as 'm asked o7 a rhetorical question of n3:%,39
here too "1 asked Pp a question of a similar nature. He asked him,
TR 9277 9K, 40

p"71141 says that since 'n didn’t specifically ask, ?7°nx 727 na7 an?,
he thought that 'n did not know what had happened; he denied it
by responding, ?21x 'nk w42 — I do not know where he is; he went
to go do his work, and I went to do mine; do I watch where he goes
with his flock?

P"71 contrasts 7p to his father. o7x was not deceitful in his
response to 7, since he knew that ' is omniscient. Although '7 said
7>k, which may have implied that 'n did not know what o7 had
just done, He said 7>°x to reveal His knowledge of man’s sin, and to
give 078 the chance to explain his action. The only reason that o

hid was because of his tremendous feelings of embarrassment.
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Sibling Rivalry 19

In contrast, »p did not fully realize 'n omniscience; therefore, when
1 asked him 7nx 927 8, he responded condescendingly and did not
own up to his sin. He truly believed that he could outsmart .

After 'n gave pp his punishment, yp responded xwm 1y 217,
P"17 explains this to mean, my punishment is too great for me
to bear. He goes on to say that ppdid do nawn; he experienced
regret for what he had done, and he asked '7to lessen his pun-
ishment. Here p"10 differs somewhat from >"vn. Whereas *"v1 views
7P as unrepentant to the end, according to p"71, he ultimately did
awn.

?"17’s methodology seems to be a combination of both
a vwdo understanding of the text as well as a w17 understanding;
p"71 incorporates many "1 *mxn in his w1s.

His usage of both vws as well as w1 can be seen regarding
his understanding ofn oo, which says vAx 737 9% 7P nRm43,
where p"71 explains what exactly pp said to 2an. p"11 first gives a
wwo-oriented answer, and says that Pp told 27 the rebuke he just
received from '1. Then, p"71 goes on to quote the oW m in 727 NPWRMA.
Within one po», he gives two very different answers to solve the
question of what yp may have told 2an.

From the very beginning, 1"an7’s commentary differs from
that of *"v1 and p"71. The 1"an#4 comments that pp was born after
the sin of o and mn. According to 7"am1, when min said 77 nR WK *n2Ip*s
(after the birth of Pp), she meant that when she and oxdied,
he would be the person who would serve %in their place. From
the onset, 1"am1is painting a positive picture of Ppas one who
possessed the potential to be an 'n 72y as well as a onw x™.

Interestingly, 1"an7 does not comment on whether the j27p

of vp was of lesser or greater quality than that of %3n’s, or why,

m7 ek ®
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20 Leah Frenkiel

in fact, his 1277 was not accepted. Rather, 1"an1 introduces a tre-
mendous %73 in his 1710 which may perhaps shed light on the actual
story itself. "a11 explains#6 that Pp and 2371 understood the power
of mi27p, as did m. He brings in the ,xm47 which says that even
WRIT 07R brought a 127p. pp and Y271 understood that giving niaap
would cause "7 to display mn nni1 towards them.

Here, 7"2m1 explains that this pos disproves those who mis-
understand the nature of nia7p. He is referring to 2"amn in
0°2121 7,48 who says that the purpose of the command for miaap
was because the other nations were serving animals as 771 772y,
so 1 commanded %W 13 to give animal sacrifices to ' in order to
separate His people from the o™i. Yet, 1"am1 indicates that there is
clear evidence that both %37 and n1 gave mi11p when there was no
trace of 771 nmMay anywhere in the world; therefore, 0"an7’s assertion
of the reason why 'n commanded *"12 to bring map cannot be
accurate. 1"1m1 seems to skip over the part of the story that
discusses 'm’s favoring 937’s 127p. Perhaps the reason 1"a»1 does not
comment on this is because it is clear that the point of bringing
the n1a7p was to praise ' and cause Him to display mn nm. If so,
because the text openly describes yp’s offering as not worthy of
being accepted, it must mean that its poor quality did not allow it
to fulfill its purpose.

1"m7’s commentary continues with an explanation of 1 p109.49
When ' only accepted %27’s 1279, the embarrassment and jealousy
mounted in Pp, his brother. 7 then asked to him why he was
jealous of his brother—utilizing the words 71 and 7°19 1991. 7 tells Pp
“if you can act in your brother’s ways, then you will rise to an even

higher level than he, because you are the "1ma1and you have a
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Sibling Rivalry 21

greater potential.” However, "7 then explained to 1p that if he would
choose not to change his ways, then not only would %271 dominate,
but pp’s ¥y71 7% would be present at all times, working hard to get
him to fail in everything he does. Finally, '7 told pp that if he would
be able to conquer his y771 %> and do nawn, he would rule over his
evil inclinations, and he would be forgiven.

1"am7 thus maintains that the root of 1°p’s sin was based on
the fact that he felt embarrassed in front of his brother, and he
became jealous of him. 1"ann further explains that he disagrees
with the opinions of *"wn and &7 1A, regarding what pp said to
921 before he killed him. Focusing on the words, 77wa anrma »7, he
explains that pp told 271 to come into the field, a place they would
be alone, and then killed him. pp took %a7into an empty field to
murder him so that no one could prevent 7p from carrying out his
plan.

1"2m7 explains that after ' accepted 227’s 1299 and not 7p’s 1277,
1P became worried and was left to assume that the descendants
for the rest of the world would come from %371 because he, in es-
sence, had been “accepted.” As a means of preventing this, 1p
killed %2n. In other words, according to 1"ann, the murder was pre-
meditated, and not merely a spontaneous act of rage.

1"am1 further disagrees with *"vnregarding the meaning of
Rwin 2y .50 Unlike *"vn, who quotes 721 w1 and says that this
was a sarcastic statement made by p towards 'n. 1"am1*! maintains
that, according to the vws, this was a statement of "1, one of nawn.
1"am1 quotes the 7mr and explains that when 7p said these words, he
realized the severity of his sin, and ' forgave him. yp also asked '
not to add anything else to his punishment. ;"an1 elaborates that
P pleaded with '7 and said to Him, “my sin is too great to be for-

given, ', Your judgment is just, even though You have punished
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me harshly. From now on I will be a wanderer, I will not have a
place to rest, Your face will be hidden from me, and I will no longer
be able to pray and give ajap or a nnmbefore You. In your
kindness, You have spared me from death, but please do not make
me suffer more than I already will be suffering, please give me
protection so that the wild animals do not kill me.” Like 1"amn,
p"71 views 7p as ultimately repentant. Whereas p"71 maintains that
TR’s mwn was triggered by remorse over his punishment, j"2m
asserts that pp first considered his sin too great to endure, and
then reflected on the ramifications of his deed- one of which is
longer being connected to 1.

1"a’s vrrois  heavily focused on "wa’s commentary as
seen in this particular 11y where the 1"2n71 quotes *"v1in a great deal
of his writings. These quotations are indicative of the fact
that 1"am1 wanted his v170 to serve as a dialogue with *"w1’s com-
mentary. This phenomenon is actually consistent throughout his
entire ¥1" on 77N.

The fact that 1"an7 does not comment on a large portion of
the o0 in this section is quite perplexing. For example, 1"an7 does
not comment on >-v o°p109, which discuss the murder and 7p’s
response to the query iR 227 °X. Perhaps 1"2m0 intentionally leaves
these few o’p100 unexplained. He stated earlier that the root of 1p’s
sin was embarrassment, jealousy, and threat. Perhaps 7p lied and
said "21% °nx mwin because he was unable to control his feelings of
embarrassment. After he killed 9377, he was even more embarrassed
and ashamed of his actions. However, 1"2n1leaves this section
ambiguous and unclear because he feels that in truth no one
besides 7 can understand why 77 denied his actions.

v 989N Nwnw 20 employs his unique method of etymo-
logical analysis and comparison of the ow"w of various words

to ascertain their connotations, and arrives at a very different
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perspective on this episode. He first comments on the words
of mn;52 when naming her son 1p, she said 1 nR w°x nrap. B

w1 21 explains that from the very beginning of their exis-
tence, the 7mnhighlights the differences of personality between
pp and %a1. The first usage of the word mpis defined as an ac-
quisition by strength and power. mn, in essence, pronounced that
by the expenditure of her strength, and with '7’s cooperation, she
had acquired a son. One might have hoped that after having given
birth to the first son in the history of the world, mnwould have
acted more graciously towards 'n: instead, she seemed to attribute
much credit to herself. From this understanding of the oo, it is
possible to assume that mn influenced p with her “tendency of
character.”>*4 pPp’s name alone highlights the fact that mn, the
child’s first influence, imprinted feelings of egotism and self-
centeredness onto Pp, which were the root of his later character
flaws.

Regarding the words ma1x 72y 771 7p),® wn 20 explains that
the different occupations chosen by the two brothers reflects on
their personalities and characters. 1p was an nn 7219. Working the
land demands that one devote his entire life to his physical
existence. w71 11 says that just as pp’s mother, mn, displayed traits
of ego-centrism, 1p also fell prey to the possibility of becoming an
7n7R 72w in the most literal sense - a slave to his field as opposed to
an ' 72v. This comes with a risk; one who is a farmer and slave to
his field may forget that "7 controls this world and the fruits of the
land. won 21 posits that life of a shepherd is more elevated; his
entire spirit is not as involved in his labor, and thus he remains

more open to Godly values.

719 Y R:T DOWRI2 707 9V WA 9890 Pwnw 21 %

ow 52

aw >

19-19 'Y 2:7 MWRIA 7INA 9V WA 9RoN Pwnw 11 %



24 Leah Frenkiel

Therefore, wn 27 infers that perhaps the reason '7 did not
accept 1P’s 1299 had nothing to do with the quality of the 127p,
rather it had to do with the person giving the j27p. 1p’s attitude
when giving the 1277 was unsatisfactory, hence his 127 was deemed
unpleasing to 1. w71 27 also comments on the words X1 2356 and
says that this seemingly superfluous phrase teaches that one
should not have expected 7371 to bring a 1277. He clarifies that p,
the =13, did not only bring niaap for himself, rather he brought
them on behalf of his entire family; therefore, 727 did not have to
bring a 1277 at all.

w7 21 observes that %37 brought this 127p either because he
did not feel adequately represented in yp’s 127p, or because 7P was
too “caught up in his egoism,”5” and therefore pp did not want to
include 37 when he brought the sacrifice. w7 27 explains that
this 127p was a silent protest, a questioning of yp’s worthiness in
being the 7132, By accepting 27’s 1299 and not Pp’s, 1 confirmed 717’s
true worthiness of being the m1and left pp feeling unworthy and
depressed. However, in 1 p109, He expresses words of comfort to pp.

According to w1 27’s explanation, ' asked Pp, “why does
this depress you and why do you feel so hopeless? It was only
ow 9% that I accepted an’s 1279p!” It was not a reflection of the
fact that pp did not deserve to be the 2. He focuses on the
word yvm, and explains that this means a “momentary turning
towards,”58 as opposed to the word m» which means a stronger,
more permanent turn. 7 told pp that if he used his privileges as
the first born appropriately, and if he utilizes his occupation of
working the land in a positive manner, (in order to develop human

civilization thus elevating his physical associations) he would no
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longer feel downcast. Ultimately though, the choice was in 1p’s
hands.

v 27 then explains that ‘11 0o does not explain what
7P said to 927 before he killed him; however, he assumes that 7p
told 21 what 7 had just told him: that '1’s preference of 227’s 127p
was just temporary. i 21 compares the words 2% opn, to the story
in PXmw 190,59 where 77 told his men that they were not to attack
"ww, and states 7Rw 9% 0pY 011 ®91.60 In this story, the attack was
unexpected as seen by the descriptive language used % op» and
not v op”. This literally translates as to go towards the other,
which leads wn 27 to conclude that pp and %371 were not within
close proximity of one another. Each was engaged in his own
individual activity, when suddenly the idea came into Pp’s head to
kill %an.

When 71 asked pp the rhetorical question, 7°nx 737 °X, the
response from Pp was “it is not my duty to know the whereabouts
of my brother or to look after him!” w7 21 explains that Pp, at the
root of his being, was filled with the “every man for himself”
attitude. After 'n gave Pp the punishment, v7 27 comments that
R 1y M1l does not mean, “my sin is too great to be forgiven,”
rather it means, “my sin is greater than I can bear.”

P had just realized, that through his paranoia of not
being accepted and his nxip of his brother’s 1277, he was brought
to kill his brother. Thus, he severed all ties between himself and
the earth upon which he worked, as well as the ties between
himself and 1. He realized that he had forfeited everything because
of this crime and now needed to face the consequences.

However, 1p came to this realization not by thinking about

the murder he committed, but rather after conceptualizing what
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he had indirectly done to himself. Not only did he murder his
brother, but he murdered himself. p did not recognize the sin
against his brother as much as he recognized his destructive acts
towards himself. One could therefore assume that pp did nawn
less out of regret for his sin than because he felt the ramifications
of his sin directly on his life and felt threatened by this. We thus
have a third model of viewing %177 as a n2wn %v2.

Pe0 17, in mawnn Yy, discusses two types of nawn:
7anRn 72wn, repentance motivated by love, and nx7n n2wn, repent-
ance motivated by fear. 7anxn nawn entails rectifying the evil that
has been done, or repairing oneself in order to attain elevation
from the sin. On the other hand, nxn 7awncalls for a total
annihilation, or “erasing” of the evil.

According to p"11 and wn Y%7 pwnw 17, the nawn of pPp was
considered nxn 72wn, a result of his regret for his actions. This
72wn was done in order to ease his punishment; his motivation to
repent was not based on true remorse or a desire to change and
elevate his mm, rather it was to alleviate his punishment. However,
according to 1"am, his f2wnmay have been twofold: it could
perhaps be considered both axn n2wn as well as 727387 72w,

Because of the fact that 1p only did »7 after the punish-
ment was given, his 71wn may be considered nxn nawn. However,
1"am1 explains that Pp had a deep sense of regret for his sin and
did "1 as means to reconnect himself with 1. Pp did not merely
state that he was wrong and ask for a smaller punishment,
rather pp first realized that by sinning he had permanently lost his
connection to 7 and yearned to reestablish this bond. p'v21170 10
explains that “repentance of this sort...infuses him with a burning
desire to come as near as he can to the Creator of the universe
and attain spiritual heights undreamed of before he sinned.”62
According to 1"amn, 7psincerely regretted his sin and desired to

come close to 1.

711 'y 7wna by &2
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When explaining the importance of a witness in a capital
case giving an accurate and faithful testimony, the mwn63 quotes
> oD 7 P10 wR12. There 71 exclaims to 92787 12 98 PV TR BT NP —
the sounds of your brother’s bloods are screaming out to Me
from the ground!®4 The mwnasks why used the word °n7as
opposed to the singular 07? The mwn then answers that °n7is used
to teach that not only did yp kill 7373, but he also “killed” all of 73a77’s
future descendants by preventing them from ever being born into
the world: n1yar o7 17 ,7°IR 77 K9R TR 07 IR 11°K.65

The mwn continues to impart to the o7 the significance of
each and every person in the world, and then explains that every
person was created individually by 7. Not only do the witnesses learn
the importance of every individual life, but they are also infused
with the powerful message of '7’s greatness. Unlike a human who
produces every single coin exactly the same as one another, '7 has
the power to create every single being in the image of Pwx17 a7, yet
also guarantee that each person will be a complete individual;
A9 AT PIMT I TR OMN2 MYan G0 Y OTRY RN TN IR W NN TN
T 1 IR PRI PWRIT QTR PW NN OTR 95 ¥a0 RIT TN WITPR 20970 971 Tom
17°2115.66

Perhaps from this message one can learn that because '
created each person as an individual, there are countless indi-
vidual ways to do mawn. The story of Pp produces several models,
and there may be others as well. Each individual has the power
to choose the best, subjective way to do 7awn, and strengthen
his or her connection with 7. If one’s mawnis sincere, and if one
has a genuine desire to constantly connect with 1, then regardless

if one’s m1wn is 7278 or RPY, it will be accepted. As the mwn says,

71:7 7m0 noon &
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because each and every person is extraordinary, everyone is
obligated to say o?wn X121 *22w3;67 the world and everything in it
was created for me. It is therefore man’s obligation to use all that
'm has created in order to enhance life on earth while strengthening

our relationship with '1 everyday.

v 67



Alex Spitz

baa b7an

The perplexing narrative of %31 YTn! contains many textual and
philosophical issues that are in need of explanation. Different
owaen provide answers to many of the textual problems, which
allows for the reader to better understand the philosophical issues
and the larger picture in which this story takes place.

The story begins? with the description of the people in
the “whole land”. It says that they shared one language and one
idea, traveled East, and found a place to settle. They made
material for building a city and a tower and said to each other,
PART 3019 9y Y01 19 oW WL awYN AW WM Y7 Y 1121 73S, ' saw what
they were doing and mixed their languages so they could not
understand one another. He then spread them out all over the
land so they could not continue to build the city.

From the very first pwos, questions arise. What is the
significance of the onx o127,% the “singular speech” of the entire
world? Furthermore, why is the 05 not written in singular, as
7nR 127? Also, what does 7ypa wgnmS — they “found” a valley — mean?
The process by which they approached building this tower seems
very strange as well. They said that their reason for building the
tower was to establish for themselves a name, but what do those

two things have to do with one another? The words nX mx1? 71 7 M
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yi6 are also very troubling. Why is it that 'n “came down?” 'n
knows everything, even without “coming down”! The interesting
term 0277 is used twice,” and this too must be explained. Also, what
exactly was their punishment? Why is this story in between two
long lists of generations? These are just some of the problems
found among the text.

In addition to these questions, there is one overarching
philosophical problem that exists. What did they actually do that
was so wrong? What was their sin? Just from reading the opiwos,
their sin does not seem to be so offensive. Therefore, this story
needs to be explained in order to find a deeper understanding.
Many o'w19on try to answer these questions in hope of finding larger
messages in this story. We will now examine a few of these.

*"w1 begins by describing the language of these people:
he interprets this nnx mow as wmpn 2.8 Of course then, *"v1 does
not miss an opportunity to comment on the puzzling words
ok 027, which is a very strange phrase. He provides three
answers,9 each of which suggests a nefarious motivation they may
have had for building the tower.

1. They felt 'n had no right to rule the upper worlds (2°1°%y)
alone so they built a tower up to the sky to wage a war with Him.

2. oo w7y — their words were “against the unique
One”; in other words they wanted to worship 777 7may.

3. They theorized that the ?12n had occurred because once
every 1656 years the sky collapses. They wanted the tower to serve

R0 nowRna ©

"Dnow ow Avan A7 7" TR0 oN Y 19 7321 7R TR0 powsna

"NAR 7OW" KXY NPwR12 M 8

DR 2 MW % 9 KY 10K DAR 78V A - 207K 20127 - 207K 0" aw M ©

0°927 X"'D) O°7AR 0°7271 X"7 W YW 1T DY K" Aan9n MY Awyn vpaY 55v1 ovrhyn
17 AWYN IR D207 WA WYY awd VLN YPIT 2w "IN APRY DR R (2070
"(7"2) Moo



522 57w 31

as a support for the sky so it would not collapse again, and there
would be no repeat of the "1an.

The sheer quantity of answers given by *"v9, let alone the
answers themselves, are very puzzling and require further expla-
nation. Why does *"v1 bring three answers?

The omon "now says there are really two issues being ad-
dressed here.10 The first is the plural language used, implying that
there is more than just “one thing.” The second is the use of a 1 in
the poo stating a»7nx 027 nnx oW instead of a 2 before the word
o127. He says that a 12 would imply that this is one language that
intrinsically expresses a singular idea. The ) that is used depicts
not only their one common language, but also one common idea.

The 71% ?ownll comments on why *"wa brings three an-
swers. When °"vn gives more than one answer, he usually does so
because each answer has some sort of problem and does not fully
solve the questions. Here, the first answer is not satisfying since
there is no clear reference in the vw» to the people doing something
wrong. The second and third do in fact have support in the o’pwos.
However, the second answer given is problematic because it does
not solve the textual problem of the plural word ainx. The third
answer is equally unsatisfying because it is a bit far-
fetched. Because none of the solutions are so strong, *"wn brings all
three. Each opinion represents something a little different. The
first was a desire for equality with 'n. The second was a denial of
'’s Oneness. The third explanation was a clear rebellion against "7
and effectively a belief that everything was in their hands. The link
between the three is clear—each, is in some way, shows some

negativity towards 1.
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*"w1 continues to explain how they traveled.12 He says that
they set out from the East to a place that had enough room for all
of them and they found no other place than 7wiw. When in 3 pwo» it
uses the language of 127, there *"v1 says that as a 993, the word 1237
means to get ready for a plan of action.!3 That is what they were
doing. Since when building, people usually use stone, they had to
ready the materials. There were no stones in w1 because it was a
valley; therefore, they had to go through the whole process of
burning straw to make bricks. Furthermore, from *"v7’s comment
on the words 1 19, we see that they wanted to live all together —
they didn’t want 'n to bring a 7 on them that would disperse
them.14

Regarding the anthropomorphism used to describe the
events: how could '7 say He “saw” or “went down”? *"w1 comments
that '7 was doing this to teach judges not to convict someone
without first seeing and investigating the matter.15 *"wa then
answers the question of why the pw»o specifically says that they
were 2R °12.16 He explains that these words symbolize the
connection they had to pwxai o7k, Just as o was ungrateful to 'n
for what He gave him, so too, these people were ungrateful to 7 by

rebelling against Him.
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"7 then said nx oy 77.17 These people were good to a degree,
showing their unified strength, yet because the strength was a
means to rebel against ', it was viewed negatively. This provides
extra insight into the people who sinned. The pwd continues with
the phrase onn 282 &2.18 On these words, *"v1 explains that 7 was
“saying” this as a question, in astonishment — are they really going
to battle with 7?19

According to *"wn, the way 'n punished the people and how
the 7m0 describes the event are also striking. He says that the use
of 137 again is different than the previous usage. Here, '7 is con-
sulting the n%vn Y 7 3, which shows His attribute of mw.20 The
nature of the perpetrators’ punishment, according to °"wn, is a
result of their building an unauthorized tower. 'n confused their
language, so that they would not understand each other, leading
to a fight. This punishment is 771 715 77», seen from the word 727
used yet again. (They used this language to rebel, and then 'nused
it to punish them). This a7» 1> 77n» was used again because '
punished the sinners with what hurt them most—they did not
want to be dispersed but ultimately, their biggest fear came true
as a result.

*"w1 concludes his commentary with a comparison between
997 M7 and Mant 7.2 He says that 91am7 M7 did not oppose fun-
damental principles of faith, while m%57 117 did. 71257 117 had corrupt

desires, but those desires were not against the fundamental
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principle of '7’s oneness in the world. Although %57 117’s rejection
of fundamental truth is worse, ?12n1 M7 was completely eliminated
because they lacked unity.

According to *"wn, the sin of m%o1 M7 was a war of faith.
They had a problem with 'n and the fundamental principles of
religion. They were really rebelling against ' — showing a complete
lack of respect. Jews, as God-fearing people, are supposed to
subjugate themselves to serve 'nm because He is the creator of
everything. This group of people was doing the exact opposite.

The 0"2wn has a very different take on the entire story. He
comments that their sin was not that they wanted to build a tower
up to the sky.22 Rather, it was that they refused to spread out as '
had commanded them to earlier in the nmn. They chose a place to
stay and wanted to multiply, creating a huge nation there instead
of dispersing like 'nm wanted. They said yw1 19 — lest we scatter;
therefore, 'n punished them with the same language of aw»i.
Similar to ""wn, the n"awn shows the 77n 7315 77n and parallel
language used in the o'y, presenting textual proof for his idea.
a"aw7’s opinion of their sin is clear. They did not do 7 1xY, and
were punished for it.

P"17's interpretation mirrors the 2"awa’s in certain regards —
the major difference between their two opinions is that the p"m
comments on the entire section and gives a different explanation
to each part of the opws, whereas o"awn had concentrated his
commentary into a single remark. Like °"wn, the p"71 starts out
explaining their language and the phrase oK 02723, He says the
same thing as >"wn: that their one language was wmpn nw. He then
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explains that o°X 0127 means a common agreement — they were in
complete accord. They wanted a spacious spot big enough for all
them, so they could all live there without having to scatter and
remain there as a big nation.24

He explains that mand his sons were not part of this
agreement. Just as 1ax omax understood that 7 is the creator of
the world, so too did m. Others did not see this and did not
understand that ' is the one and only "7 who controls everything.
These people wanted to nullify the oneness of 7 and build a tower,
which represents something much greater.

P"1 explains that they found a flat piece of land between
two mountains (wiw) that met their needs. The phrase o7p» oyoin is
very significant because they were going from the East, where 27X
M was from, which was the beginning of civilization.25 The
people had a very thought out plan to accomplish their goal of not
dispersing. The language of 1271, continues p"7, serves as advice
and not a command.26 They went through the whole process of

making bricks out of clay in order to build the tower because there
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were no stones in the valley—thus showing the thoroughness of
their plan.

P"77 continues his commentary in .7 »0527 The pws de-
scribes that they were building a city and tall tower. p"71 says here
that they wanted the 97 to be tall so that they can see far into the
distance and watch what was happening with the cattle etc. His
interpretation of the strange phrase ow > nwyn, is that their
intention was to establish a permanent abode, so as not to be
spread out. They wanted to literally make a name for themselves
so that if any of them got lost, people would know where to direct
them.

?"711 then, similar to *"wn, provides an interpretation of the
anthropomorphism used in 7 7109.28 By using the nw? of seeing and
going down, the 77n teaches that even though '7is so high, he still
has a wp with lowly creatures. Often, when "7 wants to investigate,
this pwY is utilized to show that '7 rules over everything, including
lowly beings. By writing o °13, the 5mn teaches that the
perpetrators were humans following their own desires.2° They were
taking control and ignoring ' because they did not want to spread

out: they want to nullify '7 137, He notes that in the case of the 91,
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they want to nullify '7 %1, He notes that in the case of the 911, the
7 of 777 is not used because everything that happened there was
on a large scale and was publicized. This terminology is used here
and also regarding o170, because these instances were in one
specific area; not on a large scale.

In Y P9, 1 says R oy 1180, Here, comments p"1, ' was
“talking” to the o°5x% and describing 3757 117 as a nation with one
idea.3! The phrase onn 7¥2 X? means that unless they were pre-
vented from doing what they were thinking, they would carry out
their plan.32 This differs from *"vn because *"w1 interprets the
phrase as a question of astonishment while p"11 views it as a
statement. Furthermore, 7 was not really talking to the o°ox"n,
rather this 1w is Hwn 717. 'n was “speaking” to them because they
were the intermediaries between ' and the people.

Despite the fact that o"awn and p"7n have similar ap-
proaches, unlike the n"awn, the p"71 provides a deeper under-
standing of the people’s punishment. p"71 interprets the words
WA XN as 277 nynw, understanding.33 'n planned that the people
would not understand each other. The way humans understand
each other is through language, so ' confused their language.
Therefore, the people were spread out because they no longer
agreed with one another. Each new group that had one language
would separate and move to a different place. This slowly led to
dispersing and further settling the land. They were divided into
seventy languages and only one group remained in the spot they
originally settled. Because that place represented the time when

everything was confused, it is called 932. The root of the word %321 is
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the letters 93, from %1272 1w, meaning confusion. The 1 that is
added is to demonstrate that o wn 1 912727 072 X221 — that everything
comes from 'n and He punished them by spreading them out over
the land.

A very different view is given by w1 9891 nwnw 11, From the
beginning, he differs from a"awn ,"w7, and the p"11 in that he
interprets the nnx mow as various dialects of one language (they had
sameness of speech) and the o"mx o™M37 as a spiritual, mental
agreement.34 w1 27 bases this off the idea that the word 127 at its
basis means “a concept made of several thoughts in order to have
one complete idea.” This idea reflects the fact that all the people
were in unison of good and bad. The phrase nvpa W¥» o7pn avoll
provides a comprehensive understanding of the agreement. These
words teach that they were voluntarily moving — getting away to a
more attractive place was the object. They wanted something
better for themselves. The use of the word ovoia instead of won
represents this idea.35

w1 21 describes what occurred when they started building
the tower. According to wn 29, the nw“ of 711 used has a very
friendly connotation.36 He says that they said to each other “come,
give!” They wanted to build all together; they therefore had the
mindset of “Ill contribute, and you’ll contribute.” This is repre-
sented by the 1 used throughout 3 pws, which provides textual
support for this theory. The people found a plain where all
building materials were at a lack. They wanted to prove that they
could produce something out of nothing. In order to attain their
goal, they would burn whatever they could because they want to

show they are independent. All construction materials were man-
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made products as opposed to natural because a primary goal was
to master nature. This was the start of '71’s anger at the people.

According to won 217, the real sin is found in the words
aw 117 mwyn.37 This three word phrase represents their want of power
of the community over power of the individuals. It is said that
individuals die while unions live on, but that is only true if
the community is serving '7 to the extent that an individual would.
991 17 did not want this. It is not easy for an individual to realize
what he or she is lacking, but the negative energy generated by a
community is even more blinding. They rationalized that the
community was the purpose of their existence, thus allowing them
to ignore 1. This idea is represented in the word 1%. This was a call
to themselves, and not 'n because according to them, the goal of an
individual is to serve the community. They wanted the community
to be the end goal of all of life. This convoluted logic, the flawed
use of a community, led to their ultimate demise. They said y1 19
because they were scared of not being able to continue their
communal goals throughout the generations. This was a major sin
because they had the ability through their unity to influence many
later generations to serve '7, yet they misused their gift.

When the pwod states that 1 “went down and saw”, wn 20
comments38 that this can mean looking into the situation before
judging. If this is true, the tower itself was not the sin. Rather, the
sin lies in the purpose for which it was built. As previously
discussed, the goal of the people was to establish the endless
value of the community through individual subjugation. This was
clearly an attack on every individual, implying they have no worth,
but it is also an attack on ' because He is the ultimate divine rule
they should be serving. Now that everyone is being called to serve

the community (by making a name for themselves) and not He, 1
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interfered. The word 7 appears in places that 7 is trying to
prevent the gap between heaven and earth. Here, 'n was doing just
that—he interfered to see” the building because He couldn't let
this continue. '7 was testing the purpose of the building.

w21 strengthens his point with the interpretation of 1 p».
There, 7 said, .. 7R oy 17 and w7'n 11 explains3? that for the first
time after they left, they were all united; however, rather than
using this unity to better their service to 'n, they used it to glorify
themselves. Therefore, '7 said omn %2> X7. According to w71 21, this
means that nothing will be secure, attainable by them. This
apparent similarity to *"wn further depicts how a positive attribute
was utilized for negative purposes, despite wn 27's slightly
different interpretation of the phrase onn 2x2° X>.

wn 27's understanding of their punishment separates
him from -"wn further but provides more insight on the topic. The
result of 'I’s 11 was the drying up of language. He caused
their language to wither. A common misconception of this idea
is that 'n mixed up the languages; however according to w71 20
this is not exactly what happened. The pw» describes their lan-
guage as 0°71X 0127, which in this case is defined as literally one
language.

According to this logic, w7 27 concludes that 'n’s
punishment to m%n M7 was a division of language.*® The root of
this comes from %11 (like it says 77217) and not %71. This division
though, stemmed from something known as %%3. This means that
something came into the language and influenced a change in it.
This is exactly what happened here — 'n came down and this
caused the language to become separated from its original source.
Until then, they had nnx now and o*mR 037 (@ common state of
mind) which they hoped would be passed down throughout the

generations.
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According to wn 2741, the only thing that could have
stopped this would have been individuals realizing the unique
value they possess as individuals, separate from their value within
the community. This is exactly what happened in n pws. They
started to realize that everyone has free will. This is what it refers
to when it says 'n %»2aw. 'n helped them realize their value through
the 77 and 7%21. They started to have their own opinions and
ways of looking at things. This drove people apart and they
eventually became so different from each other because they each
were influenced by their surroundings. From this moment on, they
lived by the idea that a community has value, but an individual
has value to himself as well. One must serve '7 through both these
positions and glorify Him instead of the community.

v7n 11 is the only one that now answers why there is a
long list of generations following this story. The p7» finishes with
the generations from aow until omMaR. onaR represents the exact
opposite of what the m>n 7 represented—he led the nation that
calls out to ' and not to themselves. w71 21 believes that the major
sin was the glorification of the community instead of 1. They could
have used their unity in a positive way, but instead, they used it
negatively.

We have seen four different perspectives of one story.
Each one has its own way of reading the o’p105 in order to under-
stand the bigger picture underlying this story. They had some
similarities and some differences but in the end, the bigger picture
that each created gives us a slightly different perspective on the

story and its lessons.
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Naamah Plotzker

Dwelling With '
An Analysis of the mnm»

There is an unusual feature in the beginning of the second p1o of
12712 790 that ultimately helps to underscore the theme of the pos.
Instead of the usual 7wn X 71727, this P79 dealing with the order of
camping and traveling in the 127 opens with 17ax X1 7wn 5% 7 2271
The obvious question is why was N1 also charged with the task
that is about to be presented?

XY 1282 answers that it is because 111x and his sons would
be the ones responsible for supervising the carrying of the holy
vessels of the pwn by the oonap. At first glance, this answer is
problematic; after all, what relevance does NR’s task regarding
carrying the vessels of the pwn have to do with arranging the
layout of “x7w» "12’s camp?

The mmon qwnd furthers the discussion by asking a ques-
tion related to 19%7. In the x* a 1991 is taught regarding the

protocol of honoring people while traveling. The law is that one
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only shows honor to others in a place that is worthy of honor,
like at the gate of a house or other important structure. While
traveling, there is no requirement to allow those deserving of honor
to travel in front. Perhaps one even should not do so as it could
cause inconvenience or even danger to other travelers. Yet, here,
the manner in which %% °12 camped and traveled seems to be
according honor to some tribes more than others, which appears
to be unnecessary or even inappropriate. Why is this so?

A single approach with a common theme, supported also
by other commentators, can answer both of these questions.
The thrust of the &7 jaN’s statement appears to be that he is
emphasizing the centrality of the pwn in this p7. Even during
the time of travel, N1k and his sons would be the ones to oversee
the care for the 1own, the focal point of the mnn; therefore, 1nR too
is recognized as playing a key role in this matter.

Indeed, 9x1272x85 describes the 1pwn as a heart that is in the
center of the body, and the ovaw as the limbs that surround it.
Later as well, 9R1272x6 relates ov?2’s blessing of 2py> YmRx 1w M
X Pmpwn? to the Divine nature of 87w °12’s encampments; in
the 727, each vaw had its place around the jown, and in the future
they would settle in %7 yox surrounding the wipna na.

Similarly, the fnon qwn8 answers his question by pointing

out that X "12’s journey in the 1317 was different than ordinary
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travel. At this time, ' has placed Himself firmly and unyieldingly
in X7 °12’s midst, thus, in order to demonstrate reverence for this
reality, the tribes camped in an orderly manner. The normal rules
of “travel” did not apply to this momentous situation.

RV 1289, on the phrase, Y237 %y wX, similarly elucidates that
the need for this mandate was for the purpose of encouraging
order — each man had to be commanded to remain with his flag, so
that the ovaw would not mix. The minn of %7 °12 could not be
merely a mass of random names and faces. Clearly, the arrange-
ment of 7% *12’s My is important, but how?

Already in X p79, the 7m0 had expounded that the own was
to be placed in the center of the camp with the o™% immediately
surrounding the 19wn.10 In 2 7o, the camp of the %X °12 was or-
ganized: to the east, 717 vaw led "dww* and N,ar; this was the first
group to travel.ll To the south, 121%7 led 1ynw and 73, and they were
the second group to travel.12 To the west, o0™9x led nwin and pPma,
the third group.!3 Finally, to the north, 17 led WX and *%no1; this
was the final travel group.14

When studying the commentators’ explanations of these
groups, we can discern three separate approaches to explaining

them: some explain the placements baced on technical consider-
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ations, some on spiritual ones, while a third group views the
camps as strategic military placements.

We shall begin with *"w1 and &1 jax.

The phrase minxa 1237 % wK15 is a critical one. In order to
better understand *"w’s and X7 j28’s understanding of each vaw’s
placement in the campsite, we will briefly examine each tribe’s flag
and assignment. *"v116 explains 1237 to mean that each vaw was
assigned a literal flag that was different from all the others — each
flag being colored the hue of the tribe’s stone on the wswns jwin.
Similarly, &7 12817 quotes a tradition that said each flag contained
an image reminscent of something in that tribe’s history, or of
R 2pyY’s blessing to that vaw or that related to the vaw in some
other way.

pi,18 on the other hand, gives a logical, technical ex-
planation of where each vaw was placed. He explains there were

four sides to the 1pwn and twelve ovaw on the outside of the camp;
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therefore, logically, they should have been grouped evenly in
clusters of three. Subsequently, mpin explains that the sons of
782 should be grouped together, the sons of %m1 should also be
grouped together, and finally the sons of the concubines should
be grouped together.

7T vaw, as an honor to md%n, was given the privilege of
camping in the east, which was both the first direction and
immediately across from the 7vm %8, Joined with him were his
younger brothers -=dDww» and N1, being as a younger brother
leading his seniors, that is to say 12187 or 1waw, would be shameful.
This was the first group to travel.

121 led his group because he was the 7132 of all of 2py’s
children. py»w joined him because he followed j21%7 in the line of
birth. Because "% had a separate camp, 73, the 7132 of 7X?’s maid,
no91, joined the group as well. With that in mind, it makes sense
that this group was the second to travel since j21%7 was the 72.

The third group was comprised of 711 "13, and since the
77102 of Ao was transferred to ook, he was the leader of his group.
Lastly, 17, as the "1m2 and son of %n7’s maid, was appointed as
leader, and as the ovaw of the descendants of the concubines, this
group came last.

mpin simply views the individual merits and qualities of
each vaw as the prime factors in determining placement on the numn.

The 1"am119 quotes the commentaries of *"wn and X7y 2K,
and then, significantly, adds a few seemingly insignificant lines in
which he states that the v %8 was in the center and that the
camp of the ™% surrounded the 7ym 978.20 At first glance, this
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sentence seems superfluous; however, the verse does indeed
reveal how 1"am (as well as X7y j28) views the rules behind the
ordering of the camp. To xRy a8 and "am0, the spiritual group
dynamic of the three o°vaw together is the controling principle.

1"m72! then quotes a detailed w122 to explain the reason
for ovaw’s placement. 77, master of kingship, was placed in the
east, the first direction by which the sun rises, for his rulership
would bring light into the world. Along with 777 were the other
masters of achievement — 1oww°, who was the master of 7710, and
1721, the master of wealth, as it is written23 owxn2 'm o0k 10%n —
the group containing the 13:19» would travel at the head.

The next group, 127’s, was positioned in the south, from

where dews and rains of 171 fall. 12180, the quintessential 72wn Hv3,
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merited the enjoyment of this 1273, for it is the maw am» of mawn
which brings 7571 to the world.

7, too, was a master of a good 171»; he is called a a3 Hva.
And nvnw was placed between both of them as an atonement for
him to cancel out the sins he committed when he used his mm» in
a negative way.

1R7’s group was second to travel since nawn is second to
70, In the west, ooR ,nwin and P12 were united because all the
harsh weather conditions — snow, hail, cold, and heat come from
the west, and these three ovaw exemplified the n7n of 7M1 and
could, therefore, withstand the harsh weather. Furthermore, 7n212
was promised,24 by nva? now 1 T — the Divine Presence would
always reside with and protect him, so he is granted a place in the
west, the resting place of the of the nr>w. The m7n of 7m0 and mawn
must be backed by 71 so that a person may overcome his or her
yaT A%,

The ovaw of “wx, 17 and °>no1 were last, to the north. The
reason for this was that 77, who led the group, would bring
darkness to the world in the future through the idol worship of his
descendant va1 12 ava7’,25 and the north is the darkest direction
since it the sun is always in the south. To counteract this,
however, wx and *7n21 dwelled alongside him - 2wy, who would
illuminate the darkness, and *»n91, the 71392 %va, would bring 7371 to
the group. Still, though, they are the last to travel since anyone
who serves idols must come last as a mark of dishonor.

By examining these four groups and their dominant
characteristics, one can see an underlying pattern. The vaw of anm
traveled first because nmi carried the banner of 'n. He was integral

to AT Moy, as it is stated?6, awr1a 'm 070k 0o — ' is with this vaw.
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Contrasting this is 77 vaw, the last to travel. 77, too, had royalty
descending from him, but instead of promoting 1, his descendants
opposed Him by worshiping 771 nmay. Consequently, 17 vaw traveled
last. 17, though, was still given the honor to lead a group. This
honor comes out of respect for the fact that his tribe did, indeed,
contain royalty, albeit tainted.

17’s group also paralleled the group of Pwaw, 12181, and 72
that was positioned on the directly opposite side of the camp.
Despite 17’s follies, his group was given *>ns1, the one who embodied
71972. This phenomenon is similar to nwaw’s evil deeds being neut-
ralized by the characteristics of 1281 and 7, resulting in the group
receiving the dews of 7572 and the rains of n272. Likewise, o™bX,
v, and Pria constituted the group of nmax — they had the same
77n as T, yet conversely, they received the “stores of snow, the
stores of hail and cold and heat” rather than the “rains and dews
of m>11.” Here, though, the entire group was strong, and also was
given extra protection by the nrow.

Perhaps when &7 jax cites the w2 that describes the
various images on the four flags, his intent is that having one flag
per group, each with a symbol on it which represents that group’s
leading vaw, is to demonstrate how the group, rather than its
individual components, is the central idea. w7 9897 Pwnw 1127 and
9907 19K 1128 support this concept in a similar vein. They each see
the combination and results of the various groupings and the
arrangement of the min as a whole as having critical spiritual
influences for the betterment of Y& av.

In ¥98n anon, the i of X "2 is used as the paradigm
for the highest level of order, which is — A%wsi mInRna ow% 70order

for the sake of unity of function.29 Without every individual part
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contributing in its own way to the function of the whole, this
highest level of order does not operate. Every vaw in %X 11 is
needed to have its own position and group in order to maximize
the potential of the strengths of each one so that the %% could
function all together.

Accordingly, an east-west and north-south parallel emerges.
amm’s and omoR’s groups represent spiritual and physical pro-
tection. a7 man was founded on commitment to ', and 2°9K’s
712 facilitated an extra measure of divine security. 12187’s and 17’s
groups require two ovaw of 75721 to counteract a weakness in the
third vaw. At the same time, ovaw that were placed next to one
another connected as well. 777 and j7shared similar qualities, as
did 2% and ooeR.

oX1272K, on the other hand, views the arrangement of the
camp as serving a practical military function.30 Why else, he asks,
would the nmn repeat the amounts of people in each vaw when the
census had taken place in the previous p79?3! He first explains
why the tribes were grouped as they were. His explanation can be
viewed as a sort of combination of the interpretation of "1pin and
ideas similar to those encountered in the wam brought by j"am0. He
says that the groups were divided according to their maternal
lineage, except for 73, who, as mentioned earlier, was placed among
the nx% 13, because of the absence of 7. "oww’ and NMar stood
under M7, the leader of both the mnn and his group, since they
were younger than he; yet, spiritual considerations were taken into
account as well. 1oww’s wisdom and 1n7ar’s willingness to sacrifice

his life for meaning, his creating and spreading of literature, and
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his own desire to be in the company of kings were factors in the
decision to place these two brothers alongside n7™. The sons of 5m
were together and ook was the leader since he inherited the 7732
from nor. Finally, 17 merited to lead the mmowin °12 because of his
strength.

ox127a8k understands that the census has relevance in
the p7o and that the purpose of the arrangement is for military
security. The group with the largest population was in front and
the slightly smaller group in the back, the two places where
enemies might attack. Any attacks in the middle most probably
would be by petty criminals, so the owaw with the smallest
numbers were placed there.

Ry 7Yo 20 offers an unusual interpretation which also
supports this military perspective. Instead of focusing on the flag
as a rallying point, PRy 770 11 defines o712 17 %y as “center,”
meaning “each man at his station,” as soldiers in formation for
battle.32 Both %x1172x and 3"07 see the command to organize the
camp as a military matter.

At the end of the first 19,33 the % were instructed to
camp around the 1pwn so that there will not be wrath (qgp 77 891 on
the congregation of Israel, and the o™% will guard the nm7vn pwn.
Both ""w134 and &7 12835 explain that this reason (qgp 77 X?) is
placed here with the requirement for the o»? to guard the pwn as
to inform us how the peace of the camp is predicated on compli-
ance with the prescribed standards for camping and not drawing

too close to barred zones.
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Duwelling with '7: An Analysis of the 7 53

ARV onm 2136 suggests that the two purposes of the 1pwn in
the center of the camp are to symbolize '7’s presence within the
i and to remind %X "12 constantly of their divine purpose, and
therefore, even when they enter & yax, the mbm are such that
o™MOR ,12WY L,a7, and 37 still surround the nrow, which is now in
the 79m of pP»1a vaw, which is no coincidence. This proves that
meaningful, purposeful structure is necessary when living in the

immediate presence of ‘7.

Liebtag, Rabbi Menachem. "Parshat Bamidbar." Tanach Sudy Center. May 5, 2010 11X1 %
.<http://mail.atlchai.org/pipermail/par-reg/2010/000864.html>






Rachel Margolin

17y and the asNnn»wn:

Two Stories of asuvwow

and Redemption

There are many parallels between the story of 7oun and the story of
NV in DWOW 0.

First of all, both stories involve an incident with a nam
meant for 777 77y, WY’s case involved him destroying a nam to the
oya.l Similarly, in the moun story, wnns killed a Jew who offered a
sacrifice to the Greek gods, which is what sparked his revolt.2

Secondly, both stories featured a miraculous victory
against a much greater military force.

Third, both stories contain a process of “weeding out”
soldiers. wrnnn tested his soldiers by famously exclaiming
(according to popular tradition), *7x 77 '»,3 in order to make it clear
that only those who believed in ‘7 and were on His side could join
him in his fight. Similarly, nv filtered down his soldiers by first
sending home any man who was afraid,* and then dismissing any
soldiers who participated in 775 nm2v.5

Finally, in both stories, the victory and state of peace were

short-lived; both ended with the later generations’ corruptions.
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1w’s reign as leader was followed by the corrupt rule of his son
Toar,6 while in the case of the okmnwn, generations of their
descendants wrongly took to the throne.” The similarities are both
abundant and striking.

Therefore, the question is not whether or not these two
disparate incidents are connected, but rather what is the
significance or these parallels? What does the story of 1w have to
do with the story of the axnwn?

The answer has several components. First, we should
focus on the verse quoted earlier, M °12 93 YHR 1DOR™ 9K 777 M MR8
This phrase, adopted by wrnnn, was originally said by nwn following
Dwn xvn. It is no coincidence that this event also surrounds an
incident of 771 nmay, and that the dramatic beginning of wrnnn’s
rebellion is associated with the earlier act by 121 nwn.

It is clear from the start of nww 90 that nwn’s mission was
to be X7 "12’s first vow. He first encountered this responsibility
when he found himself acting as the "judge" between two Jews
who were fighting.9 Just prior to this, he had played a similar role
when he witnessed a "» attacking a Jew.!© These incidents
became prototypes for nwn’s life mission, which was twofold: to
help save %X "1a politically from the oppression of the non-Jews,
and to help %7 "12 achieve their spiritual potential and destiny
by leading them to 77n jnnand teaching them to follow the laws
they received.

This was also the mission that y°’nnn staked out for the
armwn. They fought to free the Jews politically from the rule of

the Seleucids and they did eventually gain political independence,
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yet this was not their primary motivation. Their main goal was to
help combat the severe Hellenism and assimilation that plagued
the Jews at that time. (It is interesting to note that at this time,
the defence of true worship of 7 was led by members of "% vaw, just
as had happened at 2w xun.)

17 also had the same goals as the vow of Y& *12. He
accomplished his political goal by defeating the orm in the
miraculous battle. Spiritually, he fought against 771 7M1y, and in
fact was named %y in honor of his heroic deed of destroying the
mam of the %vall, So we can see that 1w and yn°nn were each
inspired by the example set centuries earlier by w2 nwn; they
fought wars that had both political and religious aims.

Furthermore, both stories also had some sort of selection
process (as did the earlier incident of %7 xXur), because both stories
also had a religious component, and, as a result, it was imperative
that the soldiers be fully dedicated to 'n. Rabbi Berel Wein!2 says
the message of the noun story is not about the oil or the miraculous
war. Rather, the message is that the only way to be successful
is to have full mnx in 1. When ynnn yelled out *2x 717 'n and when
17 sent home the cowards and the idolaters, this is what they
were insuring: that everyone had full and unwavering faith in 'n.
This again connects back to nwn. During the war against pony, it
was only when nwn raised his hands to onw and “xw° "12 recog-
nized ' that they could win the war.13

This insight highlights what changed when future gene-
rations became corrupt. o8 was called 772X because in his
mind, his father 1Py was the king, and it was through 1w — not
from '7 - that salvation came. A similar thing happened to the
descendants of the oximmwn. They attributed the success of the

Jews to their own talents, and did not realize that it was only
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because of '7 that they had any victory. Instead, they attributed
everything to themselves and became corrupt.

Once this is established the question becomes what went
wrong? How could the legacy that wnnn and 1y left fall so far?
Regarding v, it seems that the seeds of this corruption were
rooted in w7 himself. He had been instructed to minimize his
army to such a degree that he was left with only 300 men, in order
to clarify to all the miraculous nature of the victory that would
follow. However, 1w’s brilliant strategy made the numbers seem
greater and thus wound up minimizing the effect of the miracle.
Furthermore, the construction of the 7®x, which Nv7 built as a
monument for 7, became misconstrued and was used by later
generations as a site of 771 7may. Perhaps the downfall of the
ormmwn was also linked to the emphasis they placed on the wars
and victories of their ancestors.

There is a message in this for us today as well. We often
face the risk of going through life without recognizing 'n and the
miracles He does for us. Early generations of Zionists and Israelis
looked to the oxmmwn for inspiration, and also attributed those
earlier victories to human talent and initiative — not to Hashem.
For example, the popular 1oun song X7 mmax %7 "nl4 contains
a number of heretical references explicitly attributing victory to
human action as opposed to 'n. A generation raised on messages
like these can be in danger of falling into the same pattern as in
the times described above. The generation which witnessed the
spectacular victory of the Six Day War and ingathering of the
exiles may not fully grasp their absolutely miraculous nature.

We must learn the lessons of history. Just as in the days
of 7w and the oxnnwn, our present military victories come from 'n
and must be used to increase our devotion to Him. Only with this

realization can we avoid repeating the mistakes of the past.
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QORY WRIPR

The second half of mw nwns, following the story of o'owmn xvn, is
devoted to a series of nmo%n.! This series of laws divides the
narrative of the o » from the story of mip that follows. Inserted
inside this group of laws is the very brief narrtive regarding the
¥y wwpn.2 At first glance, the story seems very simple: someone
violated naw and then “x7w» °12 inquired as to what the appropriate
punishment is and punished him according to the word of 'n.
However, upon further reflection, a few questions arise:

It seems that there was potential for many people to
violate the 77n while in the 9271, so why was this individual’s sin
singled out?

What exactly was the man’s sin?

What is the meaning of the strange word wwipn?

Why wasn’t it clear to 7w "12 and PRy 7wn what his
punishment should be?

Finally, why is this narrative inserted here, in the middle
of a collection of laws, right before the mxn» of nxx?

The nwao of vy wwipn begins 1272 %R 12 1.3 This
opening seems unusual considering that normally the 7mn only
specifies the location of %7 "12 when telling us that they actively
traveled from one place to another. The reader wonders why the
70 needs to go out of its way to mention that the Jews were in

the 12, given that this was already known.
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According to x7w jax,* the story of oxy wwipn is not in
chronological order; it occurred before the story of o%nn xun
while the Jews were still in *1r0 727, so the 770 here is explaining
that it is referring back to when >x7w° *12 were in °°0 727», before
the o3 were sent from jI89, and it was recorded here because of
a thematic connection to the myn of n¥x.5

1"2m, however, explains that the story is written in chrono-
logical order, and appears after the om0 Xvn as a consequence of
that sin. Since there had been a decree for >x7w” "12 to stay in the
72 for forty more years, events such as this began to occur.6¢ The
story of the oxy wwpn is the first narrative told after oo nn xon.
There is, therefore, an emphasis put on this story by introducing it
with 9273 %7w° »12 v as a reminder that this new post-o°%3n
situation was a direct outcome of that sin, and the resultant
extended stay in the -a7n.

The nwo continues with nawsa ora ¥y wwipn vk wxn. What
exactly was this person doing on mwi or? "mpm? mentions three
possibilites, based on the X in naw noon:d (1) He carried the sticks
for a distance of four m»k in o277 Mwn. (2) He cut the wood off of a
tree. (3) He gathered the sticks together and made them into
bundles. According to ?x13728,2 however, the man’s sin was that he

cut large branches into smaller ones.

37" ow 4

M7 T2 AWY 00 WWIPKRA 127 oM - "2 N2wn PR OR RN 2" 210 127m3 R AN
"MW ROW IR 77 T2 QIR WY XOW 19 1OXOXT oW DRI DY aw nonn 210

AT TR 0D, WWIPRT IV TPINR TR0 DRI Wi, - M27m3 DR 12 v ow 3"am ©
QYT oW RN 03 ,72772 ORI 212 PN QYD AN L0WOT 77 DY 229300 Iwyn InR a1
LTI YTIRGT 00 NNOTIT T2

WD MK Y 5 00275 MWN2 MR 1T Tvayn ek an " - "nawn ova oy wwpn ow
SPIT P92 T YD MR M

% naw @

72773 SR 12 v o HRIaK



%Y YR 61

Why is the 7mn not clear in describing this man’s actions?
Why does it use an ambiguous term that leaves the nature of his
crime uncertain? It seems that the o»0o focus less on the man’s
actions and more on the reaction of X" "12. They found him, and
they did not know what to do with him. This is emphasized by the
fact that they brought him 77 %5 %81 17a8 281 7wn 98,10 Furthermore,
we are told Y2 nwy> m w19 X2 23 mwna X .t It’s important to point
out that their question was not exactly “what to do with him”, as
they had previously been told that the penalty for naw »7n was ann.
They knew he needed to be put to death, but they did not know
which form of execution to use.

P quotes *"wn, who says that 9w °13 could not even
keep two mnaw; by the second week, they already discovered
someone violating naw.12 This indicates that the incident of the
wwipn occured in the first year that kv 12 were in the -9am.
However, he points out that this is problematic, because *"wn
explains that story of the “Ypn®® (which assumedly happened in the
second year) and that of the wwipn happened at the same time.!4
Based on this contradiction, he concludes that both happened in
the first year.

Noticing this paralel, we can compare our narrative re-
garding the oxy wwipn to the rather similar story of the %%pn. There
are some strong similarities between the stories, but some

important differences exist as well. The stories are similar in that
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both are narratives of an individual’s sin, in both cases the
names of the sinners are not mentioned, both sinners were placed
in detention because nwn did not know how to punish them,
ultimately both punishments were the same (stoning by the 77w
outside of the camp), and both narratives are inserted within
groups of mxn.

Yet the stories are different because the story of the %7pn
focuses on him as an individual: his lineage is specified, his sin is
explicitly stated, he was brought privately to nwn, and the story
follows with m3%1 specifically connected to his sin. The story of
the wwipn, however, is vague and focuses on %X "12’s reaction.
The wwipn was brought to everyone (77v7 %3 %X naak 281 nwn 98) and
after the events of the wwpn, the 770 moves on to the topic of nxx
and doesn’t seem to relate to the narrative in the laws that follow.

The differences between the two stories helps to explain
the uniqueness of the story of the oxy wwpn. In the case of the 99pn,
there was a need to explain and clarify the 15%7, but with the story
of the oxv wwpn, they knew that he needed to be sentenced to
death, and only the exact form of the punishment was unknown.
Because they knew what needed to be done, 'i’s response was to
the point. There are no details given about who the wwpn was and
where he came from,!5 in contrast to the 7%» whose background
is given. The xun of the wwpn is also not clear compared to that
of the %9pn. This is because, as opposed to the %7pn, where the
sin itself is the primary element in the story, the sin of the wwpn
is not the main point. In the case of the wwpn, the words “those
who found him” is mentioned twice in addition to the phrase
“all of the congregation.” From these multiple references to the
nation as a whole, perhaps it can be postulated that the events
of the o3y wwipn were not considered the sin of an individual, but
rather of a group of people. They are all held accountable for the

misdeeds of this one person.
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But there is a flip side to this as well. w77 2897 pwnw 20
explains that the opening words of this narrative, 12723 2% *12 v,
emphasize the initiative of the people, the actions of “xw» °12
and their involvement for the sake of 7 and His 711n.16 He points
out that the 770 does not say nawn o2 2%y WP WX R¥, but rather
DOXY WWIPRn WOR INZMM 12771 DR v12 7. So what can be learned from
oXw° "2 in this narrative? wwipn wR WR¥nm, according to the w7,
shows that nwn appointed watchmen and that these watchmen
were the ones who found him.!7 The 7mn then continues with the
phrase, DOXY WP MR DORXAT NN 1277,

w1 11 quotes the x 18 that says the second mention of
“finding him” indicates that he was warned to stop but he
continued to be naw %nn. In other words, there were watchmen
present, making sure that %x7w° "12 were keeping naw. Not only
did they find him, but they also attempted to stop him from
continuing to sin. nw»n and all of % *12 warned him. The contrast
between this incident and the o°%3ni Run is striking. In the case of
the 230, it was X 12 as a whole who were branded as sinners.
They were consequently punished. Now, regarding the oy wwpn,
they, as a %np, tried to keep the nm¥n and follow '7’s 7mn. It was
important to them that each individual upholds the standards of
the 9np, keeping the nnyn of 'n. They realized that one man’s failure
is really the failure of the entire people.

Finally, why is the mxn of n¥’x presented immediately after
the 11v of the o"¥y wwpn? According to mvonm *>van o3pr nyT,19 this was
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a response to a plea of 11 nwn. He pointed out that during
the week, we have the mxn of 250 to remind us to follow the 77n.
However, we do not wear P»on on naw, and nw» wondered what
would have happened if the wwpn had been wearing 1"2°0n; perhaps
he wouldn’t have sinned. In response, "1 gave the mxn of n°¥’x which
is also designed to remind us to follow the 711020 and applies even
on Mw.

It turns out, then, that the story of the oxy wwipn really is
the antithesis, and the correction, of o731 xvn. Instead of allowing
the entire nation to be led astray by the actions of a small group
of people, the nation as a whole reacted to correct one individual's
mistake, and as a result, received additional safeguards to ensure
that they continued to uphold the 7mn.
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Clarice Shkedy

De Ja Vu — Take Five

The Usage of the Phrase %2 5™
Throughout 7'":n

a>a noonl states that every time the expression 2 °nm
is used in 7", this implies a w¥ Ww5. Throughout 7"in, the phrase
2 oM is mentioned five times: 997X m2 om,2 DWOWI VLY M aM,3
TR M2 0,4 P M M, S WIMWRR 02 .6

In each of these five stories a tragedy occurred, and as a
result, '7 contemplated destroying the Jewish people and in some
cases, the whole world. This article will examine each of these

events in order to uncover common themes.
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The first of the five incidents took place during the days of
I Ton 991K, a contemporary of 1Ak o7MaR, and the WX was the war
between the Four and Five Kings. During the war, the Four Kings
took m7 captive when they attacked o1o. When the news reached
omax, he fought to defeat them and rescue v1?. The w17 explains
that though the kings planned to kill o7max during the war, they
changed their minds at the place named vown Py and wip (which the
waTn interprets as hints to this event) and decided to spare his life.
They realized that '7 had only showed mercy on the whole world as
a result of on1aR's choice to be thrown into wxi jwas the and sacrifice
his life for awn v rp. They therefore spared anmnax's life to keep '
from destroying them.

To illustrate the logic behind the Kings’ actions, a wn is
brought regarding a king who favored one citizen in the land. One
day this beloved citizen was taken captive and was going to be
killed. The people of the city began to worry that without the king's
loved one, the mercy of the king would diminish. In the %w»1, the
king is ' and the citizen is a77ax.

The second story emerges from mn n»a», beginning with
the phrase owow vow ma % which hints to the harsh famine
in %W yx at that time. The famine was brought about as a
punishment for %2 "12’s impudence towards the o°vow of the time;

the people would go to be judged, but would dislike the judge’s
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sentence and completely disregard the verdict9. The deeper mean-
ing of the famine is also explained by use of a Ywn. There was once
a nation who owed taxes to their king, who sent an officer to
collect the money. The people audaciously seized the tax collector,
hanged him, beat him to death, and stole the money the tax
collector had gathered in the name of the king. This reflects
the state of the Jewish people at the time of the owow when
they turned against the judges, their leaders, who had been placed
in power at their request to serve them. As a 77 715 77 punish-
ment for the embarrassment %7 °11 inflicted on its judges, 1 sent
punishment that would cause embarrassment, a 2v7; when people
are hungry, they behave shamefully for a scrap to eat.

In the third story, the evil king m&10 constantly scorned '7;
his kingship thus warranted the introduction of *»*a *i". The terror
that shaddowed %X 12 in that time was MnR2 2°nw°»D o7pn 0IR.11

The w112 teaches that the w¥ was in response to mx's attempt to
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rid the world of 'n nrow. He did this by attempting to prevent
children from learning nmn so that ultimately, ignorance would
prevail, the people would have no relationship with 1 and He
would no longer dwell among the people.

The wan explains the basis of this logic with a parable.
A king gave his son to a teacher who hated him. The teacher knew
that if he killed the child, he would be sentenced to death by the
king; therefore, he thought that if he pulled his pupil away from
his wet nurse, the child would die and he would not be blamed.

This Ywn is the basis for mx’s flawed logic which ultimately
led to the downfall of his kingdom. On that note, mx thought that if
there would be no young children studying 7™, then ultimately
there could not be any older children studying either. As such,
there would not be any o1n%n in m2w» either. And if there would be
no o7non, then there could not be any oo, and as such, there
cannot be any o°ipr. Finally, if there would not be o3p1, then there
would not be any 7mn, and without 7mn, the mwa7n °na1 nroid °na
could not exist, which would mean that the nr>v of 7 could not
rest in this world. These evil designs were thwarted by the war.

The fourth example discusses the reign of o'p»°, which
warranted the introduction of »»»2 > as well. P was the last of
the kings of nmm before the nan j27n. The 7w Tnbn states:13
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During op»7’s reign, R "1 strayed from 'n. Sadly, 'n recalled
the days when %k~ "12 followed in His footsteps and lamented,
7121370 1M PRI DR 2R 14

The wn!S gives a »wn of a king who sent letters to all of his
subjects in faraway lands. When the letters arrived, the recipients
would hug and kiss the letters and stand up and tremble while
reciting the letter’s contents. However, when the letters arrived to
the king’s own land, the recipients would read them, rip them up,
and burn them.

The wm refers to the “letters” that were sent from 'n to His
king, o, via 8217 . When opni was sent letters containing
the first few oo of n>°Rx,16 he tore them up and burned them,!7
because he refused to oblige and try to bring % "1a back on the
right track, the path of 'n. Hence, 1 decreed devastation opon
X °13, resulting in the m% and the n»ag j27m.
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The final story is the most commonly known of the five;
it is the introduction of 9nox n»:», namely winwnx » .8 In the
time of vymwny, he threw a party for 180 days which was attended
by many Jews. The Jewish party guests, sinned by fraternizing
with non-Jews and drinking with 791 imay *72w. These sins caused
a 77% to befall the nation: 17 tried to destroy the Jewish people.

Here, too, the wm gives a »wn™ to explain why i1 was
worse than all of the &2 *®xnw who preceded him. A King enters a
vineyard with three of his adversaries, each attempting to harm
him in escalating degrees. The first began to pull off the small
grapes from the vines. The second stole entire clusters, while the
third began to uproot entire vines.

These three adversaries parallel "xw» "12’s enemies through-
out history up until this point. 7y, their first enemy, killed the
newborn boys, a small step in destroying the Jewish people. Next,
qx170123, destroyed the wipni na and sent the oman >0 into an early
exile — a slightly larger step in destroying the nation. Finally, in7,
the third and most dangerous enemy, requested to Kill and destroy
all of the Jews, 017 %3 M7 Tawn> wpa, which would have been the
final step in ridding the world of the Jews.

In each of the five cases, '7 was one step away from destroy-
ing “%7w” °12 as a result of their own actions, yet each time they were
saved from their fated destruction. Sometimes the nation’s salvation

came immediately; at other times, the redemption only came after
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a number of years. By demonstrating this pattern contained in the
seemingly innocuous words °»"2 *m, the w2 is teaching a way to
look at history. Nothing happens by accident; everything is con-
trolled by 7 in response to our actions. Yet even when all appears

lost, there is still time to do 72wn and avert evil decree.
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Jamille Sutton

"7 = Is it wan ?
On Anthropomorphisms in 9'"in

Many times one wishes that one could be in two places at once,
however, this task is deemed impossible, for human beings are
restricted and finite. When the mainstream Orthodox Jew con-
siders '7’s “appearance,” he will typically perceive 'n as in-
corporeal, or formless. For how can 1, Who is simultaneously in
every place across the universe during every moment, possess a
limited body or form? This belief has become the conventional
way in which %R oy perceives ', mainly due to the writings of
the o"am. Although he and many other anwxy and 2°13271 do believe
that 1 is indeed incorporeal, there is actually room to suggest
that some medieval rabbis believed that ' does actually hold a
form of some sort. In fact, it could even be that *"w1may have
believed in the corporeality of ', although many believe that this
was not so.

The pwxn who most famously viewed 'm as incorporeal

was undoubtedly the o"asn. The o"a»1 brings down in his opy a™1!

DIW HY INY KD @I IR RIFT TR AT 9K (1) - B-TR 505 U700 Mo Amn mawn
X1 772777 271K 9219 RAW 1100 TR R? DWW DORINAIT DOTART 79 TR 17D PRY TR XX
MIMPR 197 19°K 0292 1MA0 R TINY PRY 717 XX MNP Mphnn? pona w9130 X
WY PYNNRAL RIR 717 77 PTID INMROEAA P DI PRY °I00 NIMA D13 1 7200
TR 12 PRY A3 NP2 WOR ORW M73M PR 12 0 TN I3 R0 DI I9R DA Mo
PDID WRY PR 12 PR WD PRI MW 102 TR 9101 ¥R M0 WY 109om PR IDNRY w90
RTW 73 MO MYTIRA 17 WIRY XD 713 1R 2R 913 72 12 7R 720 2210 23937 0w
ITOR T ARIW WY MR AT 27 NPT AR XOR W WK UK 73707 MRA 770N pom
DOTOR RIT O2MI9R 1790 RIW A A3 31PN PRY DRI 702 won M (1) (IR 7
PRI 30N DD DNPRI KD 2D MRN NIMPA MW T R? NI DANN PIRT 991 9van 2mnwa
77N NW A7 1R 10 OR (D) DPOW IRWD AT I A T IRY IR IR0 N 9K

75



76 Jamille Sutton

that one of the most basic principles of faith is that 71 has no form.
The o"am elaborates and says that if 1 had a form, He would be
bound by space and time; He would be limited. Every knowledg-
able, religious Jew agrees that '7’s strength and power is limit-
less, therefore, the o"an feels one must say that He lacks any sort
of form.

The o"am then quotes the pwos, wwm “1n7n °n?,2 — to whom
can | be compared. He reasons that it’s impossible to say that 'n
has a body, because then He would be comparable to man.
However, the P09 says mwm »1»7n 2 to whom can I be compared
and Fbe equal. This P09 is not saying that Hashem is intrinsically
incomparable, rather, if one were to contrast 'n to anything,
would constantly exceed that to which He is compared. Therefore,
one may suggest that 1 does have a form, and can be compared
to people; however, the 0"a»1 does not read the P09 in this manner.

Because of the o"an7’s belief that "7 lacks form, he is forced
to explain what is meant when the 7mnuses language such as
o°2-8 Ya¥R or ‘1 7 indicating that % is corporeal. The ao"annex-
plains this by saying that the 7mn speaks in a7x "2 W% — language
people can easily comprehend. When the 77n uses bodily terms
to describe T, they are not literal, but only serve as references.
In support of his conclusion, the n"ann highlights the manner in

which 'n reveals himself to o°x"21. He emphasizes the fact that each
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On Anthropomorphisms in 70 7

x°21 saw 1 differently, while still ax12121 mna. Consequently, human
beings cannot possibly understand '7’s appearance from these
visions.

Since 1 lacks a body, He does not undergo events that
humans experience. 71 does not sit, move, or breathe. Furthermore,
nothing about ' changes because there is no event in the world
that would force Him to change. Accordingly, " lacks emotion,
because there is no occurrence that would generate a happy, sad,
surprised, or angry feeling within 'n. This fits adequately with the
manner in which man perceives '77, for it makes Him seem super-
natural, and He is. Perhaps this is the reason why the 0"an7’s view
is most widely accepted.

In the 70 mwn3 there is a well-known np1onn between the
a"an and the 7"ax1 regarding the status of those who consider "7 to
be corporeal. There, the o"an1 lists the five people who he consid-
ers 0°1'n, or heretics. One of the individuals which the o"ann lists is
a1RN 51 A YA Xnw PaR IR N27 aw wrw MIRG — one who says that
there is one God, but that He has a body. By labeling this per-
son a n, we see that the n"amviews '7’s lack of form as a
fundamental principle of faith.

The 7"axnagrees with the n"ann regarding 'n’s lack of
corporeality. However, the 7"ax1 believes that people who do not
agree with this statement are not heretics. He recognizes the
fact that there were o272 who believed that ' is corporeal.
Although 7"ax" himself does not believe 'n has a physical form, he
seems to have more tolerance for those who hold that view then
o"amn does.

""w1’s approach on '’s corporeality or lack thereof is
unclear and highly ambiguous. His commentaries on certain o109

in 7"1n seem to indicate that he did in fact believe that 'n possess a

ow T"aRT T3 7anwn M AN mwn 2
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form or body, while others seem to suggest that the use of anthro-
pomorphic phrases are merely a %wn, inserted into 7"in for human
understanding. In the Hakirah Journal, Rabbi Natan Slifkin
analyzes *"v7’s commentaries on 7"in and the 7m%n, and entertains
the possibility that *"w7 may have been a corporealist.

In nww 790,° 7 told awn to ask ayio for “xw” 112’s release
from slavery. In 1o, '1expressed what would follow if nvap
refused to liberate 9x7w °12 from 2°7¥n. He says 2°7¥»12 7% nR °nnn.6
Here, ""vn explains the word *7 as a wnn 71, a literal hand, with
which to smite the omxn. This *"w1 seems to explicitly state that
‘1 possesses bodily features (or at least a hand!).

Rav Moshe Ben Haim,7 who sought to avoid this “hereti-
cal” idea, interprets °"wato mean that ' created a huge hand
with which to destroy the Egyptians. 1 created this hand as a
separate creature. Rav Ben Haim views this hand as similar to
the hand that wrote on the wall at J¥xw>2’s party.8

Another place in ""w7’s commentary that indicates that
he believed in the corporeality of 'n is during the creation of
man in nwk7a. 'n (and the 0°dk%) created man “un7xa,” which *"wA
explains to mean 15w 0173, in our mold.? Rabbi Marc Shapirol®

explains that °"wnfelt that man’s physical body is akin to 'i’s.

Rabbi Natan Slifkin, "Was Rashi a Corporealist?', Hakirah, the Flatbush Journal of 78 4
.Jewish Law and Thought. Volume 7 (Winter 2009), pp. 81-105
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.Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim, “God's Hand,” Jewish Times, vol. IV no. 16 (January 21, 2005) 7X" 7
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Shapiro, Marc. The Limits of Orthodox Theology. Oxford: Littman Library of x1 *°
.Jewish Civilization, 2004, p. 57
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However, the °"wn >woon, such as the °nm and omon °now under-
stand this ""wnin a different way. They feel *"wvnis saying 1 will
create man with the mold that He previously destined for man — in
the mold that He created, not in His mold. Consequently, they
indicate that *"w was not a believer in the corporeality of 'n.

In X9p 790,11 the punishment for eating from the blood of
mnp is stated. There 1 says He will turn His face to the person
who eats the blood, as it says 277 nX no>K7 w912 1 °nnn. There,
*"wa overtly asserts that "1d refers to '7’s attention; ¢ will turn His
attention from all else in order to deal with this sinful individual.
Here 019p2k explains 19, to mean “My anger,” as opposed to a literal
face. Although he says that 1 has no form, 09p1x seems to declare
that 1 does experience emotions, thereby insinuating that 'n
does possess some anthropomorphic features. N7 on!2 claims
that ""wahere seeks to avoid the suggestion that % has any
anthropomorphic features, let alone a face. According to the vws of
*"w1 ws here, it seems as though he, like the o"am, rejects the
idea that 9 may be corporeal.

Rabbi Natan Slifkin13 suggests a solution to this seeming
contradiction in *"w1. He says that the places in which *"v1 explains
the o’p1os describing '7’s form in a figurative manner come because
they help the reader understand what the &p» meant in that place,
but they do not serve as proofs of '7’s lack of corporeality. How-
ever, Rabbi Slifkin does not explicitly claim that *"w1 believed that
'is corporeal.

One who studies ""w1is aware of his frequent use of wan.

However, *"wninsists that he only comes to explain Xpn >w wws.

s M
2% 'Y "2 pOR "wn2 Mo R 2

Slifkin, p. 86 7ix1 =2
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Therefore, whenever >"w1 w17 contain a w1, there must be an
explanation, or a greater purpose for the use of the wam.

For example, *"v1 uses a w1 when explaining the 0
in 0’7 nw14 which states, yaX my%an qrn vl — whenever 4 tilts (n°v2)
His right hand, enemies fall, for everything given into '7’s hand
falls when He tilts it.

""w7’s use of this w1 seems to indicate that ¢ possesses a
form, or at least a hand. Rabbi Slifkin!5 points out that ""w1 quotes
other o'wa that suggest 41 is corporeal. Furthermore, there are
places where the 7"in does not mention anthropomorphisms, but
*"w1 introduces them by quoting owam. One such example is when
IR 0TAR prepares to give himself a 77 n»32.16 There, *"wA cites the
727 waml7 that says ommax was old, and felt incapable of giving
himself a n™M3, therefore, ¢ stretched out His hand, and held the
foreskin with oimax.

Why would ""w1quote this wam? It certainly does not
facilitate an explanation of the vws. Rabbi Slifkin asserts that it
may be possible to suggest that the reason *"w1 quotes this w7
(in addition to others) is to point out that % may possess certain
anthropomorphic features. Rabbi Slifkinl® explains that '7’s fea-
tures are sometimes described figuratively, because although %
possesses form, He is not subject to human weakness. Explaining
'"’s features in a non-literal manner helps stress this fundamental,
crucial point.

Then again, there is one place in his commentary on

7"1n where "1 explicitly states that the words in the Po» describing

20 maw M
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'ws form are metaphorical. In 2’7 nPw, HRW° "12 say ToOR MO (with
the breath of Your nostrils) an m 19, Here °"wnsays that this
does not mean that 'm’s nostrils release smoke, but the nn
here is speaking in a manner in which man can understand,
927 132 1731w M 990 NIAT IR ywa© 0. But how can this contradic-
tion in *"w1 be solved? In some places, he seems to suggest that
does possess anthropomorphic features, while here he explicitly
states that He does not. Rabbi Slifkin says that here, the pwo»
is describing '7’s anger, while other o5 describe '7’s actual
features. Here the emphasis is placed on the smoke emanating
from Him. *"w1is not saying that %1 does not have nostrils, but that
His nostrils do not release smoke.

As shown, there is room to suggest that *"v1viewed % as
corporeal. However, at the close of his article, Rabbi Slifkin
clarifies20 that even if *"w1 did feel this way, we are not allowed to
say this today.

The difference between the views of *"w7and o"mnon '7’s
corporeality may be rooted in the differences of secular scholar-
ship in the places which they lived. The o"amlived in Spain, a
country which placed much emphasis on philosophy. Conse-
quently, the a"ani vird involves a great amount of philosophical
elements. Given this information, it makes sense that the ao"amn
adamantly refuses to entertain the possibility that 'n may be
corporeal. On the other hand, *"wnlived in Nothern France, a place
where individuals believed 'n was corporeal. Unlike the a"am, "wn
did not need to assert that 'nis incorporeal.

Rabbi Akiva Tatz adds a nice twist to help explain 7’s
corporeality, or lack thereof. He says that when the 7mn mentions

attributes of 7 such as a hand, the 7mn refers to '1’s namn — His

maw Mo
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actions and conduct within this world. For example, when the in
describes '1’s “eyes,” it is expressing that ' sees what happens in
this world. Descriptions of '1’s “hand” describe '7’s ability to act in
this world.

However, throughout 7"in, there seems to be an implica-
tion that 'mactually has a hand. How can this be a mere reference
to '7’s actions in this world? If the 770 states that ' has these
features, He must possess them, even above the finite world. But
how can this be possible? Is it possible that 1 has anthropomor-
phic features? Rabbi Tatz continues and states that '1’s hand is
real, and the human hand is a %wn, created to help them under-
stand '7’s hand. This explanation allows us to say that, indeed, "7
possesses a “literal” hand (or other “body parts”) and yet to
maintain that He is absolutely incorporeal.2!

Nowadays, it is deemed heretical to say that ' is corporeal.
Yet as we have seen, it was not always so and indeed appears that
some WK1 — maybe even *"v1 — held that view. Nevertheless, it is
important to recognize that even according to those who said % is
corporeal, His “form” is not like a human body, and He is not
limited by human-type frailty. Human beings lack the ability to
understand '7’s attributes described in 7"in. Whether they just
serve as a 7wn, or actually describe '7’s “appearance,” foremost in
every person's mind must be that 7 is X, and the Ruler of this

world.

Tatz, Rabbi Akiva, Worldmask. Southfield, MI: Targum Press, 1995, Chapter 4: mx1 2
."The World Parallels Its Root", pp. 57-68



Naomi Weiss

IR No92

1mia naMa, which is an independent myn,! should also be viewed as
an intrinsic part of the order of m?sn. The way i 312 connects
to n%°on provides an important perspective that one should keep
at the forefront of one's mind when reciting it.

The T°ni7 7902 explains that a person has an obligation to
bless and thank '77 for the food he has just eaten because '7is the
source of this food. The reason for this mxn, he elaborates,
cannot simply be praising i since 'i1 has no real need for praise
and m>a. Rather, he says, based on the central principle that 's
created the world in order to provide for “x7w° °13, 7wn7 N2 is a
clear reminder that all blessing and goodness come exclusively
from 'n alone. That knowledge and realization will lead '77 to
bestow even more prosperity on His nation in the future. n>a
nmia and 7750 are thus fundamentally similar (in both form and
purpose) in that they both express the basic belief that all

fortune comes only from 5.
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One should recite j1n7 n>72 with a mindset of thanking 'n
for everything He provides. Ideally, one should not need to be
commanded to say 7»n nd73; the desire to do so should come
naturally.

oo M7 Nwaw 113 gives a Ywn to explain the purpose of
m2on. A mother does not stop to ask her crying baby what he or
she wants. The mother, knowing what is best for the baby,
places a bottle into the baby’s mouth. So too, one must pray to
7 in order to enable Him to respond and supply 7xw° "12 with
what they need. %x7w° °12 must recognize '7 as the source of
everything in order to receive their needs and grow closer to 'n.
Quite similar to 1%5n, 1ma n312 emphasizes the fundamental
truth that everything comes from '.

The x 3 in m>124 describes the four n>72 of 1 non32, and
says that each was composed by (or modeled after the m>sn of)
different individuals. It says that the first #2721 (regarding
nourishment and food) was written by nwn after the » came
down from o'mw. The second n312 (for “x7w° yax) was written by
v after entering the land. The third #5792 (regarding the
establishment of o°%v17") was written by M7 and maww after the
construction of o%w1v, their capital, and the wipni n°a. The fourth
1072 (regarding all of the good acts of ') was written by x°9m3 120
when the bodies of the fighters killed in an"a did not decay and

received proper burials.
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Noapy dww* 275 raises the following question: shouldn’t
the land be mentioned before the food because, after all, that is
the natural progression of the world? In 1vmin nona, the opposite
appears to be true. We first thank ' for the food and only then
for the land.

102py° 21 explains that the n1>72 show %x7w° °12’s increasing
relationship with 'n as each 7372 becomes more directly related to
ox7w° °1a. First, we thank ' for giving food to the world, then for
bestowing blessing specifically upon the people of 7w yx, and
finally for blessing the people who remember nrawin opn.

It is important to live by '1’s word and not only through
the consumption of food: ' 5 X¥w 93 %y >3 QIR7 70 1722 AN27 Y RY
o787 .6 YR 12 do not live on food alone, but also on being '7’s
nation, on X7’ yIX, and on following the word of 'n.

Since 7pmn nona is an expression of thanks to 'n for
providing His nation with everything, the %"m of Prague
explains a few other aspects of 1mi n>a derived from the four
mo7a. First, he writes that in w7 no2 we thank 'm for the
increasing levels of goodness which He provides. The first 7572
thanks 'n for creating people to have the need for food. The
second thanks 'n for providing the land that fulfills the
requirement for food, and grows even more than needed. The
third #5721 shows gratitude to 'n for supplying the source of all
blessing and m»%w in the world — 2w and the wipnn na. The
Jewish people are worthy enough to accept the first three m>72
based on their own merits. The fourth 1573, however, is the 7372
praising ' for the overflow of goodness He imparts on His nation

even without their being deserving.
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The 5"1n’s explanation depicts '7’s role in every detail of
the inner workings of the world. 'n created all situations, every
need and every fulfillment of said needs, in order to shower
o8 *12 with goodness.”

Another way the " elucidates the mi>ma is that each
7571 is stronger than the preceding one in terms of recognizing 'n
in this world. The first 7571 displays appreciation to ' for nature,
and for the subtle way in which ' controls the environment. The
second blessing recognizes 'n's bestowal of nvima to the world
and making His presence clear. The third 1572 offers thanks for
the o071, and the obvious manner in which 'n displays His hand
in the world. This, says the ", is an example of how the world
should be viewed. Even if a gift does not obviously appear to
be from 'n, or if something is not immediately recognizably from
Him, one must always seek Him out and remember that
everything stems from His goodness.8

In addition, the %"nn divides the m>72 in a third way: the
first 7272 discusses the people accepting '7’s m>71 in the land; the
second 1>72 discusses 'n giving m>7a from onw; the third 5372
discusses the connection between yax and onw; the fourth n372
discusses wbw noa Pia.

According to this explanation, the first three m>Ma
are RXN™MMIRTM NM¥n because they convey R 212’s permanent
relationship with 'n. On the other hand, the fourth 1571 expresses
the hope and prayer for the rebuilding of 25w and the wipna n°3,
transitory wishes. The x99 mentions the story of an°a to point
out the good that '7 does for His nation, even when they lack the

vipna 02 and are in m73. This 7972 is 71277 because the situation
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is temporary. When w7pni n°a is rebuilt, the situation will become
permanent, and there will no longer be a need for this n571. This
division and explanation of the n>7a illustrates the different
levels of the relationship between 7% "12 and '71 during times of
m7 and 77K, 10

The explanations of the meaning and order of the n>ma
of i noa exemplify the extreme importance of doing 'n’s will,
creating a relationship with Him, and understanding that every-
thing originates from Him. This idea is vital to %%7w~ "12's religion
and beliefs: this understanding creates the perspective in which
the world should be approached. If &7 °13 comprehend the
fact that '7 controls the cosmos, and is the source of the world,
a more positive attitude is sure to follow. And all of this can
be accomplished simply through a few n>7a recited after eating

lunch!

aw "n °






Rachel Delia Benaim

Shunning the New Believers:

Converts Confronting Prejudices

in the Orthodox Community

WaR o77aR was the first convert.! owan teach that nan, his father,
was an idol worshiper and that a77ax discovered ' by himself and
took the Kirkegaardian leap of faith (albeit preceding Seren by a
number of centuries). It would seem, then, that those o3 who
follow in his footsteps, embracing the true faith and joining the
community of 177ak’s descendents, should be admired and
accorded great honor. Unfortunately, though, this is not always
the case.

Why is the topic of conversion so disconcerting among
great Rabbis of past and present generations? Why does nmM stir
so many emotions within the Jewish community? Perhaps these
issues are caused by concern about insincere converts, such as
the 27 27 at o™gn nx°x°, or people who want to convert for marriage
purposes. Regardless, the topic of this essay is neither to discuss
the 2127 nor false converts, but rather to discuss sincere, genuine
converts who are belittled, albeit not purposely, by contemporary
Orthodox society. Few issues of 715%7 generate the emotional
response that M7 provokes.

mni is described in sublime terms by some, reviled by others.
This polarization is reflected in the x . In o°nod ndon the X states
D773 OPYR IDORNW 7D ROXR NINRT P2 ORI DR XIT N2 wI1Tpa 7900 R’ — the
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nation of Israel was exiled among the nations exclusively to
increase the number of converts existing in its ranks.2 However,
in nm2 noon the XMy portrays the value of converts in stark
contrast to the positive impression created by the previous
source: NnoHod PR o3 owp — converts afflict us as boils would.3

At first, this apparent contradiction in the X appears
quite perplexing; however, the bewilderment is reconciled by
maoin who clarify that the indicting comparison actually refers to
% oy as a whole, and not to specific converts. mpoin explain
that because “x7w» ov cannot hold back from transgressing the
negative commandment of nhn X? W, not oppressing converts,*
the punish-ment they receive has the sharpness of being stricken
by boils.5

This insight of nmon to explain the juxtaposition of
ideas brings forth a significant psychological insight. According to
170 M7 "7, the dislike and distrust many Jews feel toward o
is self-inflicted and projected: since Jews do not trust their own
ability to follow the Biblical imperative to love converts, Jews
attempt to attribute an illusory dishonesty to them, so that
Jews as a nation are vindicated in their criticism of converts.é

The biblical commandment to love the =3 is unusual in
that 7n explains the reason for the myn. In nwn’s description of
'’s qualities, he indicates that He “is supreme over all judges,

Who does not show favor and cannot be bribed .... who loves the
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convert ... [and therefore] you shall love the convert because you
were strangers in the land of Egypt.””

Moreover, even though this love is included in the
command Tn> w17 nanxe, the 0"am points out that the additional
commandment to love a™3 shows that 'i’s own love for the i is
especially great, as he accepted 7710 out of his own volition and not
by birth.?

Furthermore, because of this giant leap that converts
make, 0™ nR 9w ', He protects converts.1© He deems the decision
to convert a great compliment on the convert's behalf. The convert
relinquishes all ties with his family and his father's house to join
the ranks of Yxw» °13; therefore, ' on His part will command
respect and love for all those who do the same for Him.1!

Similarly, the 7nn 790 adds that 7 intentionally gave the
Jewish people an additional commandment to love converts.!2
Furthermore, the 1w vp?> states that a convert who converts for
the sake of 71 is likened to a "% before Him, meaning that he has an

elevated holiness apart from the rest of the nation.13
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Why then, are converts refered to as o', literally trans-
lated as strangers? If, as derived from the &3, one is supposed to
fully accept a p7% 73, why are o™ still referred to as such - strangers,
outsiders, almost pariahs? Furthermore, since it is forbidden to
mock a 7 or remind him of his past, due to the principle ™ 2
T T P, why do many people insist on practically violating this
rule by referring to o3 as what they once were?

When asked this question, our teacher -17% 2mHR 29
responded that this distinction is not meant to be read with the
negative connotation of “stranger,” rather it should be read with a
praiseworthy twist — these people were strangers, they were not a
part of the chosen people, yet they chose to join 7xw» av’s ranks
and leave everything they knew behind to become a part of 'n’s
chosen people.

5" derive from 793p that 1 very first act of creation was ten
moo, that is to say intellectual powers, through which every
subsequent act of creation would be channeled. The names of the
lower seven m'00 appear in o7 12714, Converts are placed in the
last 790, that of nio7n15. In Jewish literature, the 771'90 of n1a9n,
kingship, is epitomized by 7%»1 77. Ironically, his heritage lies in
the fields of axm along with his grandmother, a righteous convert,

m16, who sincerely accepted the ways of the Jewish people. Seeing
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how the quintessential convert is the grandmother and progenitor
of the quintessential king, it is only fitting that 'n reward mn and
those who follow in her path with the elevated status in the 7750 of
naonl7.

'7’s objective in the creation of the world was to have His
name revealed in every aspect of His creation. Just as the principle
a>nn mawnna owyn Mo, last to be created but foremost in mind, is
said regarding naw, so too ?"m place o™i in the category of m>%n
because the creation of o™i was in fact 7% nn mawnma.

Throughout Rabbinic literature, the expression used by
5" to describe a potential convert was ana? Xxaw M3, and not Xaw "M
ana7. As 9T 1T YRw 21 used to quote, the X1 X explained
that a »u will never be a Jew because when 1 gave the nmn, the
nations of the world turned it down. To become a Jew means that
his soul was already that of a future convert.19 The o"am illustrates
the status of converts in the Jewish hierarchy by positing that
converts should recite n272 with the terms wmax “n7-8 W2-8 and
v n 17am, even though their ancestors were not necessarily
God-fearing.20

A similar tradition is passed down from the xi»n 7R3
describing that, while the reward for the nng»n one does will only be
obtained in the world to come because of the nxn’s elevated
spiritual level, p7¢ 3 are granted the privilege to see their reward
both in this world and the next.

In his book, And From Jerusalem His Word, our teacher
q5%v 7un 21 recounted a discussion he had with "1 829X 1277 "pbw 2.

79w 21 asked %1 Pw 21 for advice regarding a 7w in which the girl
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was a ni. a9 21 wanted to know when to inform the boy of the
girl's “unfortunate” o1°. The 27°s answer was unequivocal: “On the
contrary! Do you understand how fortunate this boy could be? Tell
him he would have the privilege of fulfilling the mx» of "7 nX ananRY
every single day of his life.... I don’t understand your concern of
mon!” Since then, 77w 11 feels that he cannot harbor any more
misgivings towards converts because of the staunch, strong,
unyielding answer of 1171 mbw 1721, Thus, one can see that the "9
177 hold sincere converts in high esteem, and that this attitude is
supported by many Rabbinic sources.

The & relates?2? the story of the Roman general Nero
who chose to convert to Judaism rather than destroy o»w;
in fact, o1 %v2 x» "1 is his descendent. X2py 27 was also a
descendent of o3, and he molded much of Jewish tradition.
Similarly, mynw and 7hvax, students of Y91, were o3 who
subsequently became prominent teachers of >x7w° oy23. Moreover,
am, the mv who saved the two spies in ywy 9024, saw the
incredible power and greatness of 1"2p7 and converted. Because
of her own greatness, she merited marrying ywir, the nation’s
leader himself. Together, they merited oxan P yr including
RTAM ,OR0IN ,7°P00 0 om0 L, , 102 and ovw25. And of course,

.Tdler, Hanoch. And From Jerusalem His Word. Nanuet, NY :Feldheim Publishing. 1995, p. 233 1IX1 2
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as previously mentioned, mn the grandmother of 77»71 77, progenitor
of the mwn, was a convert.

SNWAY IR on M n°an also shows how beloved o3 are in the
eyes of 1. Once N1 had set her heart on converting, she was placed
in the same category as w126, As a consequence of the distinctive
status o enjoy, royal and messianic families will come from
them. The %" of Prague explains that when 'n wants to bring a
new element into existence, He must truly create a new entity,
entirely different from the entity it succeeds. Therefore, 7 created
the concept of mwn in a way that created a new element, spe-
cifically out of the non-Jewish nation, and the furthest away from
perfection. That is why ' started with 1my and axm; there were no
nations further away from morality and perfection than they were.
Because of that, they were the ideal source for '7’s new creation.2?

However, the Jewish people are not nor can be fools.
Individuals interested in conversion must be thoroughly investi-
gated. Their motives must be sincere.2®8 For instance, one can-

not merely convert for marriage. This perhaps is where some

- 12,770 M RY - 213 - N33 YW 112 P 22N0M 23wt YT Y 1A oM LYW 7200
BhirAh]

X" e mp 2

2" Sxwe e ¥

Ton bW IR PRAWY DR YWIT WA YT 5V 9% 9K - 10-7730 IR 190 0'ann B

R2W2 7237 MIAIW ,RIT 2 9277 TI0 ROR ,IN1A2 NPID1 2°WIIRWD P T RIPIW IR
197 IR 712 791V W 2aw2 IR W 1R K232 RAW PIAR PRTI2 IPANAY NIVAT IR A0
RO WK DR ,DOTI AWK TN PPY RAW PR PRI KIT WIR OKY ,NTY 01372 X2 7097
DI 7210 I0INR PYITIN AV 09 R¥A1 KD OX ORI N0 N2 TN PPV XA PRI
TIAW MR IR WD X1 92P AR WD VT3 MXIRT MY 9Y ANWYA WO A 900
192p XY 72797 .799R 9279 DI 0K NOYY RO NXARNA 50 RN MARIW ININ 20720 72080
NI2917 272w RAW 79w R )M N0 1 RAW TIT R0 709w 7T O 93 00 7T 2
IR DWW 92 127 2Paw2 2™DYa R NN 9OW I PR A YW AT 720m
D737 72 P ,M0TI 192 AP TIT R0 21ANA 1277 03 1R 2"DYRY LPIRT AR

"DNPINR RN TV IR 120D K91 2"MIn 1230w MR IR T RS 0A° Pwen



96 Rachel Delia Benaim

skepticism does come into play. The general populace is unsure
how sincere converts are, thus people are apprehensive about fully
accepting converts into their midst.

One must realize, however, that once someone has under-
gone an Orthodox conversion, he or she was already thoroughly
investigated by multiple rabbis. Effectively, these rabbis are on a
much higher level than the average Orthodox Jew in the street
who harbors many prejudices. If people are comfortable asking
their “local orthodox rabbis” questions on n3%7 about everything
from maw3, to raising a family, to critical life decisions, logically,
why would such people mistrust the conversions that these rabbis
perform? This seems inconsistent.

Why then, do Jews in modern times have skeptical views
towards converts? If, as seen above, converts are considered
diamonds among the nation and the highest ranking citizens
in '7’s eyes, why is the Jewish community so cynical?

Most would argue that Orthodox Jews are welcoming
toward sincere converts and are not doubtful. The converts are ac-
cepted with open arms since, after all, o3 noon attests nw "X 19K,
these [sincere converts] are God-fearing.29 Ideally, that is true, and
may even hold true for a percentage of Jews, but the fact remains
that many communities discriminate against converts.

For example, the Syrian community in Brooklyn instituted
an edict (mpn) in 1935 prohibiting converting people, marrying
converts, or letting them live in the Syrian community. The mpn
“proclaimed that no male or female member of [their community]
has the right to intermarry with non-Jews; this law covers
conversion, which [they] consider to be fictitious and valueless....”
A 1946 clarification added specifics: “the rabbi will not perform

Religious Ceremonies ... for such “illegitimate” couples. The
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Congregation’s premises will be banned to them for use of any
religious or social nature.... After death of said person, he or she is
not to be buried on the Cemetery of our community...”30

Granted, the edict was proclaimed at a time when
intermarriage within the Syrian community was prevalent and the
rabbis wanted to save their community, but it has been renewed
every decade or so — even in the past decade! The Syrian Rabbinic
Council met a number of years ago and reinstated the npn yet
again. This seems to be a clear violation of inn X% 7%; they will not
perform conversions even to their own standards and they refuse
to accept a convert into their midst no matter how impeccable his
or her credentials may be.

Likewise, many people of the young generation have
similar views. In an unscientific, anecdotal survey taken of ten
teenage girls, when asked if they would marry a full kosher
convert, four replied, “in theory there is nothing wrong with it
but ... I just don’t know,” (an anonymous girl whose response
encapsulated the entire group’s feelings), four were adamantly
against marrying an orthodox convert, and only two answered with
an emphatic “yes!”

As we have seen, it is prohibited by the 7mn to harbor such
feelings towards a genuine convert, and 727K %1 ma%w " said that
one should consider it a privelege to marry one. Nevertheless,
there are many prejudices that seep into one’s consciousness
which ultimately mold one’s weltanschauung. Hopefully, our clari-

fication of the sources will help correct this unfortunate situation.

.Zev Chafetz, New Y ork Times, October 14, 2007 X1 %
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Free Will and ny-p

The story of o™xn nx'¥> raises significant questions regarding the
principle of nwsn 77na — free will. Throughout mPwa X2 nrwao,
apparently, nv1n lost his free will while he contemplated releasing
oxwe oy from omxn. If nvio’s free will was actually removed as the
70 implies, how can anyone argue that 7 grants mankind free
choice? Could other factors have been involved in this situation? Is
it possible that although nwon nmais a gift from '7, there are times
when this privilege is removed, in order to teach a lesson, or
provide one an opportunity for self-improvement?

Perhaps the question about the hardening of ny19’s heart
will prove helpful in order to better understand the concept of fn2
mwon. The first incident which causes us to question whether or
not 1v1o had free choice was when "1 spoke to nwn at the mo. He told
him! that ny75 would not submit to nwn’s request for a three-day
holiday for 7w "12.

After nyn9’s initial refusal but prior to the start of the nan,?
1 warned warned nwn that He would harden the heart of nyas.
nwn and Pax were to appear before 7y one more time and present
a taste of the upcoming plagues. Unmoved by the miracle of the
staff, nv1o remained adamant that he would not release X7 °1.
Here, the 70 says 719 2% o113 With that, the mon began, and the
phrase nv19 3% pim# (or the similar 12% nk 72>15) is repeated after each
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one. Time after time, plague after plague, nwn pleaded with 7y to
free 'n's people, but he continued to reject nwn’s appeal. Only when
struck with mm2a non, when nv19’s own life was in jeopardy, did he
liberate Sxw° *12.

Throughout this trying time, it seems that 7v79’s heart was
hardened without his consent, and this seems unjust. If nwan 77°m2
is part of the natural world and is seemingly a human right, how
could it be removed?

The 7"am gives two explanations for why 7' hardened the
heart of 7y79.6

His first answer is that 77 needed his heart to be
hardened in order to invoke justice for all the pain that he caused
% v12. He paraphrases *"w77 who comments that 7 only inter-
ceded in the hardening of ny79's heart with the last five plagues.
After each of the last five plagues, the text says nv1o 27 nX 71 pin».8
However, after the first five plagues, the scripture only writes:
myI9 27 R P9 never mentioning ‘7, implying that until then,
1 never interceded with the choice that mv7» made to withhold
5% »12. The harshness of the second round of n1on begins to soften
7v19’s heart, and he almost allowed x> %12 to leave. Instead,
though, 1 interceded and hardened his heart. In essence, there-
fore, this explanation claims that nv1o really did have free choice
and 'n hardened his heart only in order to enable him to do that
which he really wanted to do.

In his second explanation, 1"a11 quotes the 0"1n110 who lists

some fundamental principles that relate to free will. Included in
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the o"am is the concept that 'm knows what sin a person will
commit before he commits it, yet 'n does not take away one's
chance to decide for himself. Because i exists in a world without
any restriction of time, ', in essence, has a picture of the puzzle
and the pieces that make up the world.

Another puzzling idea discussed in the 0"a» is the method
employed by 7' to judge and administer reward and punishment.
Specifically in the realm of punishment, one has no right to
assume that one is being punished for a specific sin unless they
are o°yw1. As far as punishments go, the worst is the elimination of
the possibility of mawn. In the case of ny19’s free will, "7 only took
away his free will after he had a chance to do 72wn, but failed to do
so. The first few mon provided 7y75 a window to do 12wn, but he did
not take advantage of the opportunity. As punishment, 'n took
away his ability to do n2wn at the moment that he most wanted to.
Effectively, 'n actively hardened ny19's heart.

Similarly, 0" in his mawn ma%all explains that sometimes
a person comes to a point where he does so many sins and so
much evil that 1 prevents him from doing mawn. He strengthened
the heart of nv1o to the point where he was repaid for all the evil he
had committed toward >xw» "12.

arax omow 27 writes that there must have been a reason
that 7' prevented nv19's n2wn and hardened his heart; otherwise
there would have been no need for all the mon. 71ax 21 explains that
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1 presented the plagues as testimony of His own existence to "1
% for generations to come. This is the reason why "7 took away
the free will of 7y79. It was not a punishment for 7y79, and in fact
was not about reward or punishment at all; the sole purpose of the
mon was to make PR °11 begin to recognize that ' is the Creator
and that everything natural and supernatural is in His control. At
the cost of omxn's suffering, x> *12 were able to witness miracles
that had never occurred in the history of the world.

The 190,13 however, disagrees with the above owasn and
explains that '7's goal was to send the o™x» a message — 1 wanted
them to recognize that they needed to do m2wn, and in doing so,
transcend their immorality. Therefore, 7v15’s heart being hardened
was critical for this task to come into action. Had nv1» seen even
one o7 in his natural state, he would have sent X "2 free
without giving the rest of his people a real chance to do complete
72wn. According to this view, one man's 17°n2 was removed in order
to provide an entire nation with the ability to make real choices.

9707 1°9K 27,14 in his woR» 2non, attempts to learn from these
ideas in order to shed some light on the topic of nwsn n7na. He
writes how, when used properly, nwain 77°m2 can bring humanity to
elevated levels of success and goodness. 1707 21 expresses the
importance of developing and protecting one's free will, and of
working to control it.

1907 21 furthers his point by quoting om~ 11221 who stresses
the importance of putting oneself in a good situation where a
positive decision is likely. One could compare this to someone who
is on a diet. When he goes grocery shopping, the person has two
options as to how to fill his cart: either he can fill it with healthy,
low-fat food, or with the least healthy, fat-filled foods. If he chooses

the first grocery list, he is setting himself up in a good situation.
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If however, he decides to give in to his cravings, he is just
maintaining and “feeding” a bad habit. Similarly, one should set
up his or her life so that his or her free choice is likely to be to
serve .

q907 2115 then quotes the X", As '7’s ultimate creation,
man is privileged with the gift of free choice. One is expected to
use this gift, to serve n. A Jew should not put himself in a
situation in which he is tempted to sin. Ultimately, by staying out
of trouble, the Jew only allows himself to be found in situations in
which there is opportunity for growth and improvement.

q907 21 explains that this can be accomplished through
community involvement. After all, in Judaism, the relationship
between man and his neighbor is almost as important (if not equal
to) the relationship between man and 7. When one comes to
honestly love his fellow person as he loves himself, then he has
one goal in mind — following the will of '7 for the greater good of
society. This common goal will cause him to overcome his own
selfish needs and the needs of the community will come before his
own. This is another way that free choice can become limited.

7v79 was habituated to independently harden his heart
toward 9% 11 and eventually, this stubbornness became auto-
matic for him so that he no longer had the 771°na to choose another
course of action. Although the 770 says that '7 hardened his heart,
this was really a natural consequence of having hardened his will
on his own for an extended period of time.

Accordingly, we are expected to use our free will to accept
and observe the nn. The 77n is a guide for life and teaches how to
overcome challenges and face adversity. Often, nwsn 77ma leads a
person to face challenging decisions, but by living a life of 770, any

obstacle can be defeated.
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Chana Sinensky

Gambling With Health
Medical Risk-Taking in 727

There is an obligation for every Jew to take care of his
health, as the Torah states -qws1 mmwy 72 mwn pol. This obliga-
tion is considered extremely important, and at times, even
takes precedence over other nmyn. The verse in Xpn states
T OIR 072 M ORI OMR AWY WR Cudwn DX CMpn Nk annwn.2 The ks
learns from this oo that one should 272 nmww X7 om2 °m, live
by them, don’t die by them. Saving a life overrides every mun,
except for murdering, committing adultery, and idolatry. Clearly
the concept of life preservation is integral to the amn.

Following this logic, one may assume that under-
going elective surgery is not endorsed by the 5mn. In fact, the
MY w4 says that a person may not actively harm himself
by engaging in dangerous activities or hazardous situations.
Additionally, there is a specific mo'x to inflict one’s self or another
with a n%an, a wound.5 Surgery can often be considered a danger-
ous activity, and in any case, even in the most ideal situation,

it would fall under the category of m%an.
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Also, the & in &»6 discusses a case in which a person
is trapped under a fallen wall on naw. The & explains that a
spectator must break naw in order to try to save this person, even
if the person will most likely die. Even if, by rescuing him, the
injured man will only live a nvw »n — fleeting life, he still must
be rescued. If the 7790 commands any action be taken to preserve
myw »n, logically, one cannot risk his own mw »n. If undergoing
surgery risks a potential consequent death, 1371 *» %y should a
person be allowed to risk that?

The & in 791 AM2y7 speaks about the prohibition of using
idolatrous doctors, based on the concern that the doctor may try
to kill a Jewish patient. 111 °27 exclaims 377 PRI PR N P90 °n o0 — if
the patient is in a condition where there is a doubt if he will live or
die, use of a pagan doctor is not allowed; however, 11 PRI N1 RN,
if the patient will definitely die, one is allowed to use such a
doctor. His reasoning is that 1w»n ®? nyw »n> — there is no concern
for ephemeral life.

*"w18 elaborates that although the pagan doctor may kill
the Jewish patient, one is allowed to be treated by the pagan
in a fatal situation. In this case, since death seems inevitable, the
chance of the pagan doctor saving the patient outweighs the risk

of him killing him.
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The X uses a story in '2 o9 to prove this point and
derive another key concept regarding medical risk taking: At the
time when the "»n army enforced a siege on %1y inflicting the
city with a famine, there were four o°y¥n outside of the city gates.
Because they knew they were condemned to death — either at the
hands of the o'nm7k or by starvation, the ov113» decided to surrender
to the o»7k in hopes that the enemy would spare their lives. Here
too, when faced with definitive death, a great risk was taken in
order to possibly be saved. This X3 is considered the primary
source for taking life-risking actions in order to potentially save a
life.

As npon10 comments on the words 11w»n 82 nyw »nb, every
individual has the responsibility to ensure that his actions are
N> 72y anm — in the best interest of the patient. At this point,
what is yet to be determined are the parameters of what is in the
best interest of a patient — thus what is allowed 71397 0 %v.

The first question that must be discussed is the amount of
risk one is actually allowed to take; in other words, how likely
must survival be for the procedure to be deemed permissible.
According to the omon nwn, the 791w ann and the m9x yox,1l the
situation must be at least a "pw poo — a fifty percent chance that
the surgery will be successful. *poirm 2y o»n 177, author of the
annk n"wi2, however, says that even greater risks are allowed.

He reasons that the words Pw»n 8% nvw »n? have no qualifications;
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therefore, one is allowed to take any risk necessary in order to
save one’s own life.

PURID Awn 2718 quotes both opinions, and favors the opin-
ion of the omon niwn because the Xy states in a nn poo °n poO
(assumedly a "pwn poo situation), medical attention from a pagan
must be an equal risk. Since, in the case of certain death, this
medical attention is allowed, it must be that the same general risk
allowance is present, namely a fifty percent chance of survival.

awn 27 comes to this conclusion despite ""w’s explanation
of the words °n ppo.14 He explains that there are two types of pagan
doctors: some will try to kill a Jew at any cost, while others’ greed
or desire for prestige outweighs their hatred for Jews. The "pwi oo
is what type of doctor the pagan is; therefore, it is apparent
that ""vn is commenting on the situation in which the pagan doctor
will definitely try to kill the Jewish patient. Nevertheless, despite
mwn 27’s preference of the omon nwn’s explanation, he says that
anyone who wishes to take a greater risk can rely on the opinion of
the amvnx n"w.

The next question that must be addressed is the definition
of myw »n. The xmx debates mvw »n — ephemeral life. What is the
definition of this term, and conversely, how can lasting life be
measured?

""wa15 defines nyw »n as living one or two more days.
Jynr n"Mwle extends nyw »n to at least six months. His logic is based
on the notion that conceptually two days is no different than six

months in regards to potentially saving a life — any reasonable
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person would just as easily risk six months as two days to save
their own life.

7wn 2117 notes that 7y o»n 27 did not state six months as a
limit, rather the number was just the case on which he was
commenting. 7wn 11 takes the reasoning of any o»n 11 and extends
six months to a year—but no more than that. p1p 1727 prix® o71ax 1118
agrees with the one year standard based on the concept of n5v. In
mwa, the definition of a 19> is an animal whose ailment will cause
it to die within the year. »p 11 uses this reasoning as a proof for
defining nyw »n as up to one year.

In his book, Bioethical Dilemmas!®, Rabbi J. David Bleich
argues that even a year is not the definite risk limit because
everything is dependant on circumstance. He gives the example of
a Leukemia patient given 13 months to live. If the patient receives
a bone marrow transplant, his life span will be dramatically
increased. Obviously the patient does not need to wait a month
(making him within the one year span in which the o'pow allow a
risky surgery) to undergo the transplant if in that time patient’s
condition will deteriorate.

Rabbi Bleich quotes a precedent from the X2 n7xsn20 that
allows a smallpox inoculation despite the fact that the patient
will most definitely live more than a year. He also attacks pw 27’s
reasoning of 7w because there are circumstances in which a
°n 09w lives more than a year. Furthermore, many life-threatening
illnesses are not considered 9w at all; therefore, it does not make

sense to base the definition of nyw »n on no™v.
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Rabbi Chaim Jachter, in his article “High Risk Medical
Procedures,”! postulates that even nwn 171 would allow the bone
marrow transplant in the case above since a bone marrow trans-
plant is not considered a risky procedure. He explains that it is
possible to argue that the less dangerous a procedure, the longer
amount of life one is allowed to risk in this cost-benefit analysis.

Likewise, because there are many opinions regarding what
is allowed in this realm of medical risks, the patient must play a
role in the decision making process. Usually a person is obligated
to undergo medical treatment.22 But in the case of medical
treatment that is potentially life threatening, both nwn 217and
the x> noxan state that one is not required to risk his or her
W »n.23

However, nwn 27 continues this thought asserting that if
there is an overwhelming probability that the medical treatment
will succeed, one is required to do undergo the procedure because
of the obligation to save one’s own life.

Rabbi Bleich24 posits that the amount of risk one is obli-
gated to take is discretionary based on the temperament of each
individual. One who is more risk-averse may be more reluctant to
undergo risky procedures, while someone more risk-accepting may
be more willing to undergo the same procedure. Because the
decision is subjective, both are examples of being properly prudent

concerning the obligation to guard one's health.

Jachter, Rabbi Chaim. “High Risk Medical Procedures Part 2." Kol Torah Volume ax1 2
15 Number 10. 26 Nov. 2005. (Torah Academy of Bergen County.) 30 May, 2010
.<http://koltorah.org/ravj/15-10_High-Risk_Medical_Procedures 2.htm>
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On a separate note, the exploration of what procedures
and surgeries are allowed to save a person’s life must be ad-
dressed. This situation comes up often — whether it is pain
alleviating surgery, life extending surgery, or simply elective
surgery.

nwn 1125 strongly advocates against surgeries to alleviate
pain and deems them completely mox. He gives an example of
someone who would live many years without surgery but would be
confined to bed in the interim. 7wn 27 rules that one cannot
endanger himself just for convenience.

Rabbi Bleich26 quotes 17y 2py* 2127 saying that undergoing
a risky procedure that will alleviate the extreme pain of kidney
stones or gallstones is Mo°X? 217p. According to Rabbi Bleich, being
as it is ToX? Mp the procedure is not prohibited; therefore,
Rabbi Bleich finds room for a podthat the surgery is potentially
permissible. He argues that the mx» of X972 X911 applies even when
the patient's life is not yet threatened. Because every medical
treatment has an element of risk, a certain amount of risk can be
taken to treat medical problems.

Rabbi Bleich also discusses an opinion of the Xx"»128
who states that one is allowed to amputate a limb to alleviate
pain. Rabbi Bleich understands this to mean that considerable
risk is allowed to be taken to alleviate pain even if, as was the
case in the time of the ®x"»7, the procedure is standard yet risky.

The 1v9R 1329 takes a different approach to this issue. He

allows morphine to be given to a very sick patient to alleviate pain
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despite the risks involved. He gives a few reasons for this. First of
all, extreme pain may hasten death, which obviously must be
avoided. Secondly, the procedure is still considered in the realm of
78197, Thirdly, he quotes the n°a77 p7230 who discusses the possibility
of a person being allowed to kill himself if he knows he will be
subjected to torture. nan p7a refers to mun, “xwn and 7w, who
allowed themselves to be thrown into a burning furnace3! and xw,
who killed himself in battle with the onw 9 rather than be cap-
tured and tortured by them.32 Even though the n°a7 p72 questions
whether those cases were even permitted 7377 % %y, the oy yx
says that based on those ™77 717, there is room for a an.

Rabbi Jachter33 tries to transfer this situation into modern
terms. He claims that circumstances have changed. This genera-
tion is much less tolerant of pain, and therefore, being in pain may
be considered a greater danger. He argues that the case nwnan
discussed was one of psychological pain (not being able to leave
the house) in which case the surgery is forbidden. However, in a
case in which someone was in real physical pain, even nwn 27
would probably permit pain-alleviating procedures.

Although saving a patient’s life and alleviating pain are the
most common reasons for surgery, lengthening a terminal pa-
tient’s life can also fill the n3%7’s quota. In this case, nwn 2734 is
adamant that the surgery may only be done in order to save the

patient's life; therefore, one may not undergo a risky procedure to
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extend one’s life for a short time. He quotes the amnwnx n"w3S who
holds that dubious procedures are only allowed if the patient will
“live.” nwn 27 interprets this to mean that the patient will live a
normal lifespan.

Rabbi Bleich, on the other hand, quotes j"a»7’s 787 NN
which states that one is allowed to risk nyw »n for x2w »n — a longer
life. Rabbi Bleich takes this to mean that nyw »n may be risked for
more 7w »n. Those same words are interpreted by »121»vw o771aR 21
of the mxw1 77977p°x1K.36 He reads 72w »n as “much life,” meaning
a normal life span.

Rabbi Jachter37 claims that it is hard to know what j"ann
meant since there is no real opposite of myw »n. He suggests a
compromise between mwn 17 and Rabbi Bleich: extremely risky
procedures to extend life are forbidden while moderately risky
procedures are permissible. Again, the decision would be a judg-
ment call based on the prudent nature of each individual.

Another practical question is raised by elective surgery
that has no medical benefit (such as cosmetic surgery). Are these
permitted? When asked about a young girl who wanted to get
plastic surgery for 1w purposes, 7wn 27 gave a pod that it was
permitted.38 His reasoning is based on the a"a»39 who, when
talking about the ™o} of n%an, describes the action as being Tox

only when done in a degrading manner. 7w» 21 infers from here
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that if the wound or incision is cut in a beneficial way, it is
completely "n». He also brings proof from a mwn in mm2240 which
discusses who is prohibition from working as a 11. The mwn
describes a person who removed his extraneous finger without
mentioning that this action is 110x. Based on this omission, nwn 27
concludes that such actions are permitted.

w2 2py 2741 was asked a similar question concerning
a girl looking for a m7w. He too responded that based on the
precedent, one would be allowed to do so. w32 11derives his pod
from the ®"» regarding amputation.42 He also quotes a mson on
the xm in mw43 which states that although a man is generally
prohibited from removing scabs for the purpose of beautification,
if the embarrassment causes him anguish, he is permitted to do
so.44 v 1nargues that not being able to get a v is another
cause of psychological pain; therefore, he allows cosmetic surgery
to alleviate this stress. In terms of the issue of f120, he brings down
a & in mna4S which allows people to engage in dangerous activity
if it is commonly practiced by society. This is based on the pwos:
"7 oKD w*® — ' protects the simple.

372179 YOR 2747 author of the wox y°x, forbids all cosmetic
and elective surgery. He claims that the license to heal only

applies to curing illness, not to changing appearance. He also
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argues that it is an insult to 1 to change one of His creations.
He quotes a X in nawyn48 in which mv9R "11 asked a particularly
ugly man if all people from his city are as ugly as he. The man
responded that it is as if =y9x *21 had insulted 5 by saying “what an
ugly vessel you have made.” Based on this, the 713" y°x holds that
all cosmetic surgeries are completely prohibited.

™) ¥ 2749 writes a 12wn regarding this issue but does not
arrive at a concrete answer. He uses the same argument as 7wn 10
concerning the mo% of wounding oneself, but still has trouble
solving the Mmoo problem. He maintains that one should only
undergo surgery if the surgery is absolutely vital to the patient’s
survival. He admits that w11 27’s argument is logical, but does not
endorse the ruling. He concludes his mawn: this issue requires
further investigation.

The questions regarding medical risk taking are both ex-
tensive and complicated. With the vast array of opinions about
each case, there are many approaches to choose from. Therefore,
within 7597, the patient's wishes are an integral part of the decision
making process; however, if o%u1 on, one is in such a situation, a
rabbi should be consulted to ensure that everything done is within

the confines of 73%1.
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Shani Kravitz

Terminal Illness

When someone gets sick, that person generally takes medication
with the hope that he or she will recover. However, certain
illnesses, such as Tay-Sachs and Lou Gehrig's Disease, are in-
curable. Tay-Sachs causes a child to become blind and deaf, and
renders the child unable to swallow. Muscles begin to weaken.
Paralysis begins to set in. By age four, the child usually dies from
recurring infections. Lou Gehrig’s Disease, also known as ALS, is a
rapidly progressive disease. Ultimately, the ability of the brain to
start and control voluntary movement is lost. Patients lose their
strength and the ability to move their arms, legs, and their entire
body. ALS patients die from respiratory failure within three to five
years from the onset of symptoms. Doctors are still searching for
cures to these such terminal sicknesses. God forbid, if one has a
loved one stricken with one of these diseases, human nature
would dictate that one removes these people from their misery.
Must you prolong someone’s death in excruciating pain as long as
possible by injecting them with different medicines? Why is all of
this fair? Such questions are heavily debated today.

The 1"2a7! asserts that the human body belongs to ', and
that we are obligated to safeguard it. Therefore, 7391 regards human
life as having infinite value. Every life is sacred and one must
preserve life at any cost. R2WK 271 mA9w 27 and DWHR 0w A0 20 say
that even if someone is terminally ill, the patient must be treated

with all medications available to try to save his or her life. ' created
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man with wisdom which must be used to prolong lives to the extent
of our ability to do so. In a public letter? regarding the treatment of
terminally ill patients, they explicitly stated that according to 7™n
law, one is obligated to treat a patient even if the doctor rules that
the use of medication will increase the patient’s suffering by
prolonging life. One cannot withhold medication from the afflicted in
order to lessen his or her suffering. The mox y¢ agrees with this
opinion: he holds that if one withholds treatment he is causing
death, which is considered euthanasia, and is completely mox.3

However, there are situations in which other options
may be taken into consideration. For example, the %X naxon+4
teaches that if there is a dangerous procedure or experimental
drug, the patient is not obliged to undergo the surgery or take the
medication. Since there is a possibility that doing so may shorten
his life, the patient may decide to forgo the treatment, even though
this would mean that he would surely die.

Another issue to address is a patient who is in severe pain.
The 770 does not want anyone to be in unnecessary pain. Rabbi
J. David Bleich, in his book Bioethical Dilemmas, infers from this,
and goes as far as to say that one is allowed to use marijuana if that
will soothe the pain that the patient is experiencing — even if he or
she becomes addicted.5 If there is a medication that alleviates pain,
one is allowed to take it. The 7n wants man to take assistive
medication, but when there is a doubt as whether medication will
save a life or cause more suffering, life takes priority.

Additionally, the 371 discusses the scenario known as oo1n.6

According to the X"»1,7 this term applies to an ill person who is
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almost dead, but one can hear heavy breathing and spit churning
in the throat. The Ty w8 lists what may not be done to a patient
while in this non-responsive state. One may not place him on the
ground, remove his pillow, or wash him, for fear that any move-
ment will hasten his death.

Yet, the o°pow argue as to when the death process actually
begins; therefore, the question arises of at what point the obliga-
tion to heal the patient still exists. The X"»7 in 77 779 seems to
hold that one is allowed to stop clattering noise or take away salt
from a persons tongue with the idea that these things may be
delaying the patient's death. It thus seems that while he agrees
we may not actively hasten death, we may engage in passive
intervention. This is not considered actively killing, since life
necessities are not being removed; rather, possible life extending
devices are being withheld.

However, many opow interpret this &"m7 differently or
even disagree completely. For example, 2w 2py* 29,10 author of
Py nphn mawn says even in a situation involving transgressing
an naw Mo°R, one must do everything necessary to save a person in
a state of oon. Similarly, p>'¥»21910 N1nR 2711 says that a doctor must
do everything in his ability to save a terminally ill patient, includ-
ing extending the life of a brain dead patient. Today, many people
do not show the symptoms of a oo, so those specific n3%7 are not
directly relevant.

The nwn mMrr12 explains the X"n1 by saying that if a patient

is in a state of pain, one does not have to postpone his death.
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Even though a oown is almost dead, he too is considered to be
in pain. If the physician determined that that the patient cannot
be cured and that his or her life cannot be prolonged without
suffering, one does not have to give him further medication.

Why must life be protected so carefully? If life were
worthless, man would just be allowed to self destruct without a
second thought. In mnw 29013 there is a well-known comment of
*"w1 on the words "% na nx np7. *"wn says that o™ said to her father,
“7v79 made a decree on the males, should you decree against the
females also?”, and that oy then took the advice of his daughter
and remarried 710v. Perhaps we can add a level of interpretation
and suggest that what on was also saying was that oy is taking
away the nm 02w of these male babies, but you are going to take
away their X317 07w as well. By divorcing his wife, o7y put a 771 on
X217 07w, Everyone born in this world, even if they only existed for a
split second, merits %27 09w. The decree in Egypt to kill all of the
male babies was irrelevant to X237 09, since one cannot decide to
withhold another’s life, let alone to end a life.

The above ""wn contains a very powerful message for our
topic. How can a human decide take away someone else’s X137 07w?
No one wants to see anyone suffer, but one must keep in mind
that they are suffering by '7’s decree. 7 rewards man with the
greatest present ever — the eternal life of X327 27 — so how can mere
mortals deprive anyone of that gift? The more one lives in this
world the more X217 o%w one will receive. Therefore, even the
smallest amount of additional time in this earth is precious. Life’s
a present from 1 that only He can take away.

Because life is precious, a patient cannot decide simply to
die a natural death without trying any means to survive. ws1 mp»»

applies to everyone regardless of whether they are suffering or in a
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vegetative state. The 7w jn71wl4 states that if a man is stuck under
debris from a collapsed building on naw, one must be naw o and
do anything in his ability to save this man even if he will only live
for another hour. The x !5 discusses the case of an mvwo nwx.
When she drinks the water, if she is guilty she will blow up and
if not she will be blessed with n>712. However, according to one
opinion in the mwn, sometimes a woman who did commit the sin
might not die right away. If she has some m>r from before, 'n will
postpone her death, though she will have pain and suffering. This
is considered a privilege — a gift from 11 to be alive with pain rather
then dead.

Medication is not the only cure for ill people — '7 is the
ultimate doctor. The X716 relays the importance of o»n Mpa:
if one visits a sick person, then the person will live. If one does not
do on "3, then the sick person may die. The reason for this
phenomenon is that by doing on "3, the visitor will see the sick
person and pray for his survival. Furthermore, by visiting the sick,

the gates of heaven are opened. The 1"!7 comments that if a
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person is terminally ill and is suffering, then one is allowed to pray
for his death. The 1" continues that this is even praiseworthy. It
therefore seems that from a technical view, a person is allowed to
pray for someone to die because at the end of the day, everything
is in '7’s hands.

However, one must inquire why one is allowed to pray for
a sickly person to die? Man is not 7. Man does not know the
extent of another man's suffering; therefore being able to pray for
another's death seems almost presumptuous. This person is sick
for a reason, so man should pray that 1 opens the gates of o nA
and does what is best for him because only He knows. One can
question whether or not one should pray for a sick man's X197 or
not, but one should never pray for someone’s death no matter how
much pain they are experiencing. '7 can choose to answer m>sn.
Praying does not ensure a response. A mwn in max °paol8 says
N AR MY DY L0 AnR AT 9V 79N ADnR AT 91 0% anR T Yvw —
against your will you were created; against your will you were
born; against your will you live; against your will you die. Man
does not decide anything; everything is up to 7. Man does not
choose when he lives or dies, ' does.

Society dictates that an individual should have control of
his or her body and that each decision one makes is final, but this
is not so. For example, in secular society, a woman can decide if
she wants an abortion; however, the Jewish approach is somewhat
different. Humans cannot decide that it's time for another mortal
to die. There are some things that are simply not in man's control
— for instance, death — so why would anyone pray for someone else
to die?

We are human and humans have limitations. Sometimes
humans get so caught up with themselves that they think they
know everything. Man often thinks he know what is in everyone’s

best interest. In this situation though, n' is showing man that he
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knows nothing. Man is not 7'. Man cannot decide to end some-
one else’s life. Although one cannot rely on miracles, Judaism
inspires man to always hope for a miracle. That is why one cannot
withhold treatment from a sick person. In the end of the day,
o°nw >72 937 — everything is up to 1. Man is limited; man came from
the dust of the earth that 1' created. ‘7 provides life with so many
pleasures, so how could anyone want to throw it away? No matter
how much pain one undergoes, life is worthwhile, and all the more
so, a great X271 02w is always worth while.

TRWNR MAT onvw 2119 expounds that if a patient is
experiencing great pain and suffering from medication, he can
decide to stop taking the medication; however the doctor must give
the patient food and oxygen — even against the patient's will. He
continues that if the patient is God-fearing and not mentally
confused, one should explain to him that a single hour of repen-
tance in this world is more valuable than all of the world to come.
1 does not cause anyone to suffer for no reason. He brings the
positive out of a negative situation. Although physically one may
undergo a lot of pain, spiritually, one receives more X171 02w —
the greatest present 1 can ever give humans. That is why oy
remarried 7231. It was worth it to possibly give birth to a baby boy
in order for them to receive 27 a7w.

The 770 lets man be naw %omn, the holiest day of the week,
in order to save a person's life. Life isn’t something one can just
give up and throw away. The fact that an innocent infant is born
with Tay-Sachs and will not get to live until its fifth birthday may
not make sense, but if these babies were not born at all, they
would not merit X317 27w. '7 has a plan and there is a reason for
everything. Man just has to believe that "1 will do what is best

for him, because He will.
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Samantha Selesny

maw® 1%y

It is the end of 72sn. People are putting away their o>wro, packing
up, and swiftly maneuvering their way towards the exit of the n=
now. Unfortunately, these are the sounds often heard approaching
the msn of wh. Most people do not recognize the beauty and
importance of woy. Said at the end of 77°sn three times a day, W is
often uttered with one foot out the door. However, this is tragic,
as 1w can be considered the v of 775n. The R"7nl even states that
a2 Mnaw 23 Yy a9 b ynd maw PR — there is no praise like w9, it
rises above all other mnaw in the world. One must ponder why this
77onis considered more important than any other; what does wh
contain that deems it worthy of such a high status?

First of all, it is significant to note that this is actually a
very ancient 17°sn, written at a pivotal point at a very early stage
in our national history. According to a tradition dating back to
the Geonim, the first paragraph of W% was written by ywir when
he crossed the 777 with %W "3 into %W yX.The second paragraph,
P 10 7y, was composed by 1oy before being executed for taking from
the 9w of 7.2 w1 801 wnw 21 postulates that the authorship and
the placement of this 17sn at the conclusion of every daily 1%sn
demonstrates its profound significance.

According to oprd M7 NMwaw 21 in Pwnw wod prayer has two
purposes: to enable one to request his desires from the Creator, and
to bring one closer to 7 by enabling daily meetings with the King.

On a similar note, the n"2* explains that the reason 1% was

added into the daily prayers was in order to implant faith in the

2:2%p 0”1 AK 7972 ot oo
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Oneness of '7’s Kingship, and to insure that %W’ 1awill not be
tempted to follow the other nations.

It is therefore very appropriate that % plays such a
prominent role in the m»»snof mwn w1 and M2 ov, a time when
Y8’ oy is supposed to have a heightened awareness of 'n mabn. At the
climax of " ar, at the end of 7%°vi, the entire nation exclaims
seven times 2m>-81 X1 715, as if to inform 'min those last possible
seconds that each individual has taken this awareness of His
Kingship to heart. During daily prayer, however, the 1w puts
thoughts through one's head to distract him from conversing with '7;
therefore, during 1%y, one proclaims that everyone else serves
emptiness, ™ 927, while X °12 serve the Omniscient and Omni-
present 1. This 1750 creates a n¥’nn between X °11 and the rest of
the world thereby preventing any influence of those negative powers. 6

What are the negative powers and empty distractions that
the other nations serve? What thoughts does the v plant in
oxw "12's head? opro 11 quotes the ™7 who explains that during
77250 the jow tries to convince us that 717 07 DR 2 7wy 7 03w o8 to
make us believe that 1 is not in total control. This evokes thoughts
of worry and confusion - if 7' is not in control, one is responsible for
overcoming his own obstacles, and for planning his own life. The
WY preys on these misgiving and implants the thoughts that if one
does not solve these problems, the world will come to an end. These
worries are tormenting and distracting during 7?°sn; however, in 1%
one says that these illusions are P 737 and are completely false. In
reality, '7 controls the world and is the One who will plan one's life
for eternity. Hence, one can say with confidence that op-x71 %117 and
prove that the jw is wrong. '7 will take care of everything and one

need not worry. With this thought lingering, one leaves 72°5n with the
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sense that he or she is completely dependent on 'n and His will,
bringing one closer to '7.

The conclusion of 1%’s first section also plays a role in
strengthening one's connection to 'n.

TR DANA PIRT DY Synn omwa oonR-R R T 00 7220 DR nnawm ova nv
79 — this poo seems to be redundant: “you should know” and also
“take to heart”. p1p 2110 adds a similar idea regarding this verse. He
expounds that knowing '7’s Onenessis not enough, rather one
must 7227 9% nawm — internalize the idea. This, in turn, will manifest
itself in one's actions and show how much one believes in 1. When
one reaches the point where his actions reflect his belief in 1, one
can then get closer to Him. wn %891 pwnw 271! adds that the pwod
is teaching that "% "12’s experiences up until this point stand as
proof of '1’s Oneness — a fact of which %7 13 must always be
conscious. During prayer, one must realize that whether He appears
as 1, signifying onni nen, or as onv-R, the aspect of strict judgment,
in either case we should always be aware that o°>-x7 817 71— that 71 is
all One: no matter what characteristic appears dominant, He is 1
Who always loves and cares for 587 *12. When one thinks about this
aspect of 1, this draws one closer to Him and makes one crave a
closer relationship with X1 7172 wiTps.

After understanding the true meaning of % n?sn, one can
easily understand the specific importance of such a 7%on. The
omMax!2 writes that man can only do his part by believing in '
wholeheartedly as ultimate King of the universe and serving Him.
Only then can man fully place his hope and trust in "7 — a trust that
He will take care of man's needs and remove all the idolatry in the
world so that His name can be praised and exalted throughout the

entire world.
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Rabbi Eliezer Lerner

The Knock on the Door

On the evening prior to the destruction of o110, two angels arrived
at the gate of the city. v greeted them and invited them into his
home. At first they refused the invitation, but agreed after u1?
persisted.

Why was it so crucial for '7’s plans that the angels arrive
in the evening and become wv%'s invited guests? The ao»nn &
explains: Even though vW's salvation was due primarily to the
merits of his uncle 077128, he would not have been saved had he
lacked some merit of his own. 1"3p7 sent him an opportunity to
perform 7on, and thereby m? and his family would be saved.

v’s wife, however, did not appreciate this. ""v1!, quoting
5", relates that she complained about this terrible custom of noin
o that 7 wanted to institute in o170. Tragically, she did not
survive the destruction of o1o.

There are times in life when we have opportunities to per-
form acts of 7on — to help people, give np7%, visit the sick, comfort
mourners, etc. Not all of these activities are always so pleasurable,
and at times we might even consider them burdensome. The
message of the story of the angels (as 7"%7r ox9 27 notes) is that the
road to the nyw» that we so desperately seek, often begins with the
slight v of an act of 7on that ‘7 orchestrates on our behalf.

The knock on the door, mistakenly viewed as an annoying
interruption, may truly be the blessed opportunity that we've been
seeking.

Let us not hesitate to answer the call.

P nowra
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